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TOMAS TRANSTRÖMER was born on April 15, 1931, in Stockholm, Sweden, and he studied literature and psychology at the University of Stockholm. He spent much of his career as a psychologist for juvenile offenders. He is the author of a dozen works of poetry and a prose memoir, and his work has been translated into more than fifty languages. In 2011, Tranströmer received the Nobel Prize in Literature “because, through his condensed, translucent images, he gives us fresh access to reality.” He received numerous other honors, including the Neustadt International Prize for Literature, the Bonnier Award for Poetry, Germany’s Petrarch Prize, the Bellman Prize, the Swedish Academy’s Nordic Prize, the August Prize, and a Special Lifetime Recognition Award from the Griffin Trust for Excellence in Poetry. Tranströmer died on March 26, 2015, in Stockholm.

ROBERT BLY was born on December 23, 1926, in Minnesota. He is a poet, translator, essayist, and cultural critic. He is the author of more than thirty works of poetry, including Stealing Sugar from the Castle: Selected and New Poems and The Light Around the Body, which received the 1968 National Book Award. As the editor of the influential publications The Fifties, The Sixties, and The Seventies, Bly introduced American readers to important international poets, including Pablo Neruda, Tomas Tranströmer, César Vallejo, and many others. Bly’s translations appear in numerous books, including The Winged Energy of Delight: Selected Translations. In 2013, he received the Frost Medal from the Poetry Society of America for “distinguished lifetime achievement in poetry.” Bly lives in Minneapolis.
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1. POEMS FROM



17 Poems (1954)

Secrets on the Road (1958)

The Half-Finished Heaven (1962)




Evening—Morning


The moon-mast has rotted, and the sail crinkled.

A seagull sails drunkenly over the sea.

The thick cube of dock looks charred. Bushes crouch down in the dark.

On the doorstep. The sunrise pushes again and again

through the gray stone-gates of the ocean, and the sun sparkles

near the earth. Half-suffocated summer gods grope in the sea mist.






Storm


The man on a walk suddenly meets the old

giant oak like an elk turned to stone with

its enormous antlers against the dark green castle wall

of the fall ocean.

Storm from the north. It’s nearly time for the

rowanberries to ripen. Awake in the night he

hears the constellations far above the oak

stamping in their stalls.






Sailor’s Tale


There are stark winter days when the sea has links

to the mountain areas, hunched over in feathery grayness,

blue for a moment, and then the waves for hours are like pale

lynxes, trying to get a grip on the gravelly shore.

On a day like that wrecks leave the sea and go looking for

their owners, surrounded by noise in the city, and drowned

crews blow toward land, more delicate than pipe smoke.

(In the Far North the real lynx walks, with sharpened claws

and dream eyes. In the Far North where the day

lives in a pit night and day.

There the sole survivor sits by the furnace

of the Northern Lights, and listens to the music

coming from the men frozen to death.)






The Man Awakened by a Song above His Roof


Morning, May rain. The city is silent still

as a sheepherder’s hut. Streets silent. And in

the sky a plane motor is rumbling bluish green.—

The window is open.

The dream of the man stretched out sleeping

becomes at that instant transparent. He turns, begins

to grope for the tool of his consciousness—

almost in space.






Track


2 a.m.: moonlight. The train has stopped

out in a field. Far-off sparks of light from a town,

flickering coldly on the horizon.

As when a man goes so deep into his dream

he will never remember that he was there

when he returns again to his room.

Or when a person goes so deep into a sickness

that his days all become some flickering sparks, a swarm,

feeble and cold on the horizon.

The train is entirely motionless.

2 o’clock: strong moonlight, few stars.
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2. POEMS FROM



Resonance and Footprints (1966)

Night Vision (1970)

Airmail: The Letters of Robert Bly and Tomas Tranströmer (2013)
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3. POEMS FROM



Pathways (1973)

Truth Barriers (1978)
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4. POEMS FROM



The Wild Market Square (1983)

For the Living and the Dead (1989)

Grief Gondola (1996)

The Great Conundrum (2004)
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Some of these translations, a few in earlier versions, appeared in: Twenty Poems of Tomas Tranströmer (1970), Night Vision (1971), Friends, You Drank Some Darkness: Three Swedish Poets, Ekelöf, Martinson, and Tranströmer (1975), and Truth Barriers (1980). Some translations appeared as well in two compilations, Selected Poems 1954–1986, edited by Robert Hass (1987), and For the Living and the Dead, edited by Daniel Halpern (1996). This edition of The Half-Finished Heaven includes an updated Afterword, never before published, and fourteen additional translations to include all of Robert Bly’s translations of Tomas Tranströmer’s poetry. Earlier versions of these additional translations appeared in the above sources and as follows: “Lisbon” in Doones (vol.1, no. 3, 1970), “C Major” in Hawaii Review (Winter 1973), and “C Major,” “To Friends behind a Border,” “Sketch in October,” and “Walking Running Crawling” in the Kenyon Review (Spring 2013) and in Airmail: The Letters of Robert Bly and Tomas Tranströmer (2013). “Conflict” also appeared in Airmail.
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