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	Among the various motivations that drove Hitler to relocate to Munich in the spring of 1913 was his desire to evade conscription into the Austrian military. Paradoxically, when the First World War erupted, he volunteered enthusiastically to fight for Germany. Granted special dispensation to enlist in the Bavarian-German forces, he established himself as one of the most valiant members of the 16th Bavarian Reserve Infantry Regiment. His service earned him numerous decorations, among them the Iron Cross in 1914 and a second award of the same honor in 1918, following an injury sustained from grenade shrapnel. He took immense pride in these distinctions and continued wearing the Iron Cross first class — the latter of the two medals — for the remainder of his life. During the autumn of 1918, Hitler was caught in a poison gas attack that rendered him temporarily blind, leaving him to recuperate in a military infirmary while Germany collapsed in defeat and the war drew to a close. The bitterness he felt over that defeat ran deep. While the foundations of his cruelty had been laid in childhood, most historians believe it was this particular fury over Germany's humiliation that set his destructive political ambitions in motion.

	Hitler was far from alone in his sense of betrayal and resentment. Countless Germans shared his reaction to the war's conclusion, largely because the surrender had come with shocking speed and without any clear warning. In the aftermath, daily life across Germany deteriorated sharply. Inflation spiraled out of control, unemployment became widespread, and ordinary citizens were left with little sense of stability or hope for the future.

	During this period, Hitler took on a military assignment that involved monitoring local political organizations to ensure they were not pursuing communist agendas. He also worked directly with soldiers returning from the front, tasked specifically with steering them away from communist movements and pacifist ideologies. It was through this work that he first encountered the German Workers' Party, the organization he would eventually command. He joined in 1919 as only the 55th member, yet rose swiftly to a position of leadership within the group.

	His years of working with returning soldiers had sharpened Hitler's abilities as a public speaker, and it was precisely this talent that first drew the attention of Anton Drexler, the party's founder, when Hitler arrived on the scene. In the months following his membership, he addressed the group on multiple occasions, energizing its members and reinforcing their ideological convictions.

	Among Hitler's central responsibilities within the organization was overseeing propaganda and managing the party's public outreach. The first event he organized, held in October 1919, drew an audience of over a hundred people and marked his debut speaking before a substantial crowd. Within four months, he had arranged a gathering that brought in more than two thousand attendees. That meeting, held at the Munich Hofbrauhaus, featured yet another electrifying address by Hitler. The crowd arrived composed and orderly but left stirred and animated. During the speech, Hitler presented a 25-point program that would ultimately serve as the ideological foundation of the German Workers' Party — an organization that renamed itself the National Socialist German Workers' Party, or the Nazi Party, just two months later.

	In the party's early days, Hitler recruited a group of enforcers to suppress disruption and dissent at internal meetings. That same group was subsequently deployed to disrupt rival political gatherings. Over time, this force evolved into the Sturmabteilung — commonly known as the SA — functioning essentially as Hitler's personal army. These men operated as storm troopers, targeting and attacking anyone who stood in opposition to the Nazi movement throughout Germany. The phrase "brown shirts," which persists in historical memory to this day, derives from the distinctive uniform this group wore during their operations.

	Throughout 1920 and 1921, Hitler dominated the Nazi Party's public speaking circuit, drawing enormous crowds to each event. His growing dominance, however, did not go unchallenged. During a brief interval in the summer of 1921, a faction within the party attempted to undermine his authority by proposing a merger with a sympathetic party based in Nuremberg, hoping to dilute Hitler's influence.

	Upon learning of the scheme, Hitler threatened to leave the party entirely. Both he and the majority of the membership understood that his presence was directly responsible for much of the financial support flowing into the organization. His departure would almost certainly have meant the collapse of the party's funding and, by extension, the party itself. Faced with this reality, his opponents backed down, and Hitler used the moment to consolidate his authority, demanding they formally recognize him as their undisputed leader and granting himself dictatorial control over the group.

	Over the following two years, Hitler continued expanding the party's reach and strengthening its popular appeal. By the autumn of 1923, he had devised a plan to overthrow the German Weimar Republic. On November 8th, he launched his attempt by seizing control of the Bavarian government in Munich — an episode that became known as the Beer Hall Putsch. Although Hitler and his forces managed to take several Bavarian officials hostage, the coup quickly unraveled. The following day, thousands of his followers were intercepted before they could reach the center of Munich. Hitler was subsequently arrested, charged with treason, and sentenced to five years in prison. The trial, however, served as an unexpected platform, bringing him national attention and broadening his notoriety. It was during his imprisonment that he wrote his autobiography, Mein Kampf.

	It was around this same period that Hitler formed one of his most significant alliances, with Heinrich Himmler, a man who would remain loyal to him until the very end. Himmler had served as a military commander before ascending to a prominent role within the Nazi Party, and his involvement in the Beer Hall Putsch was the event that first brought him into Hitler's orbit. Many historians regard Himmler as the principal architect of the Holocaust. He was the figure who publicly articulated the Final Solution — the organized and systematic destruction of the Jewish population across Europe during the Second World War. In many respects, Himmler was more directly involved in the mechanics of genocide than Hitler himself, spending considerable time at the concentration camps. On at least one documented occasion, he was present for the entire process of a Jewish group's arrival and execution.

	Released from Landsberg Prison in December 1924 after serving only a fraction of his sentence, Hitler returned to a drastically changed landscape. The Nazi Party and its propaganda apparatus had been banned by the government during his incarceration, and Hitler himself was prohibited from making public speeches. The party's popularity had declined steeply, and its representation in Parliament had shrunk to barely a dozen seats out of nearly five hundred. Some momentum was developing in northern Germany, however, and Hitler managed to grow membership in that region with the assistance of local allies. It was also during this period that he established his personal security force, which would later become known as the Schutzstaffel, or SS — and he appointed Heinrich Himmler as its head.

	The circumstances that ultimately revived Hitler's political fortunes originated not in Germany but abroad. The collapse of Wall Street in 1929 and the Great Depression that followed sent economic shockwaves around the world, with Germany absorbing some of the most severe consequences. Industrial output fell sharply and unemployment soared, plunging the country into widespread hardship and political disorder that reached a peak during 1930 and culminated in a national election that September.

	Hitler positioned the Nazi Party as the answer to Germany's suffering, promising economic relief and national renewal if Nazi candidates were sent to the Reichstag. The strategy worked: the party received 6.4 million votes, vaulting it to the status of second-largest party in the legislature. While appealing to ordinary German voters, Hitler simultaneously cultivated relationships with the military establishment and the country's most powerful industrialists. These ties with wealthy business owners translated into substantial financial contributions that further strengthened the Nazi movement.

	The July 1932 elections produced even more dramatic results, with nearly 14 million votes flowing to the Nazi Party and making it the single largest faction in the Reichstag — though still short of an outright majority. In the aftermath of this success, Hitler was offered the position of Vice-Chancellor, which he rejected outright, as his ambitions extended no further than the chancellorship itself. He turned instead to campaigning for the German presidency, only to lose to Paul von Hindenburg twice — first by a margin of 19 percent and then, in a runoff, by 17 percent.

	These setbacks did not halt the Nazi Party's political maneuvering. Party members in the Reichstag, along with members of the Center Party, succeeded in electing Nazi figure Hermann Goering as President of the Reichstag. Goering proved to be a central player in the institutional destabilization that followed, contributing significantly to the unraveling of the Reichstag and
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