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But this left the Hunting Tiger Tribe puzzled, especially the tiger-riding youth in battle attire. From what he knew, Shangguan Xiwei wasn’t weak and wasn’t much less capable than Shangguan Chenfeng.
Yet Xiong Lie was no pushover either and seemed slightly stronger than Shangguan Xiwei. How could he have suffered heavy losses against Shangguan Xiwei instead?
Provoked relentlessly by Shangguan Qingming, Xiong San felt stifled too. He couldn’t resist secretly glaring at Xiong Lie. It was all this worthless kid’s fault.
“Shangguan Qingming! Someone from your Ancient Spirit Village has brought an outsider in! Your Ancient Spirit Village owes us an explanation!” Staring straight at Su Yi, Xiong San finally seized his chance as he addressed Shangguan Qingming.
Su Yi’s heart gave a faint jolt. He sensed Xiong San probing him.
This middle-aged man appeared rough and bulky like a savage bear, yet his aura was formidable—far surpassing even Elder Bai of the Black Fiend School.
“An outsider...”
All eyes in the gathering immediately fell upon Su Yi—some curious, others guarded.
Su Yi tightened his guard internally. This mysterious place truly seemed unvisited by outsiders.
“No need to worry. You are an honored guest of our Ancient Spirit Village. The Mighty Bear Tribe and the Hunting Tiger Tribe won’t dare harm you!” Shangguan Xiwei quietly appeared beside Su Yi and whispered.
Su Yi gave a light smile but remained silent. Evidently, those gathered belonged solely to the Hunting Tiger Tribe and the Mighty Bear Tribe.
Su Tianque perched upon the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard. Having been sternly warned by Su Yi against speaking, he kept completely silent.
“Our ancestral teachings never forbade bringing outsiders back! Were it not for this young man, your Mighty Bear Tribe might have succeeded in ambushing our Ancient Spirit Village! So our village inviting back a savior is nothing to fuss over.”
Shangguan Qingming paused briefly before declaring loudly, “Time is almost up! The outcome of the first round should be plain to see! Our Ancient Spirit Village finally returned with a Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard at the fifth rank of the Yao Xuan Realm! This round, our Ancient Spirit Village wins! Any objections?”
“This...”
Hu Ben and the other leaders of the Hunting Tiger Tribe exchanged uneasy glances. Though their expressions soured, they voiced no dissent.
After all, even without the Ancient Spirit Village’s Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard—brought back at the last moment—they couldn’t have won this match.
“Shangguan Qingming! That Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard...it belongs to that outsider, doesn’t it?” Xiong San raised an objection. From what Xiong Lie had told him, the beast seemed to be the outsider youth’s.
“Nonsense!”
Hearing this, Shangguan Xiwei’s voice rang cold and clear. Energy surged beneath her feet as her graceful figure leapt nimbly, landing astride the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard—a sight both heroic and captivating.
“Roarrrr!”
The Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard roared thunderously, its ferocious aura radiating outward.
Prior to entering, anticipating such disputes, Shangguan Xiwei had discussed this very scenario with Su Yi and arranged to fully utilize the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard.
“Roarrrr!”
The beast’s mighty presence filled the air. Affected by its aura, the surrounding demon beasts roared incessantly, their eyes flickering with fear.
Witnessing this scene, the crowd exchanged startled glances. At the very least, it appeared Shangguan Xiwei had tamed the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard. Otherwise, why else would the beast permit someone to sit mounted upon its back?
“Hahaha...”
Shangguan Qingming laughed heartily, fixing his gaze on Xiong San. “Xiong San! Accept the facts! Your Mighty Bear Tribe has lost this round!”
“This is just the first round! Your Ancient Spirit Village won’t win the second or the third! In three days.....”
Xiong San’s expression darkened substantially. Shooting another glare at Shangguan Qingming, he turned and barked an order to his Mighty Bear Tribe companions before stomping off.
Xiong San knew well—though the Red Fire Bear Xiong Zhan had tamed was strong, it undeniably fell short of the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard. That was an irrefutable truth.
Conversely, beside the Red Fire Bear, the robust young man in armor did not leave immediately; he looked at Su Yi, scanned him with his gaze, and asked, "Stranger, what's your name?"
As this young man spoke, the people from the Mighty Bear Tribe who were turning to leave immediately turned back.
"He is Xiong Zhan, the strongest among the younger generation of the Mighty Bear Tribe, Xiong Lie's elder brother, and very powerful!" Shangguan Xiwei whispered beside Su Yi, her brows lightly furrowed.
Su Yi had long sensed the aura around Xiong Zhan; such a young man was extraordinary and powerful!
"I am Yi Su!"
Su Yi remained unperturbed; since they had already approached him, there was no way to avoid it; probably because he had injured Xiong Lie, this Xiong Zhan wanted to cause trouble.
"Xiong Zhan, what do you want to do? If you want to fight, I can face you now!"
The young man in white robe spoke; his voice was not loud, but it was like an unsheathed sword, carrying an invisible sharpness.
"Is the battle going to start early?"
The entire place was stirred; some were expectant.
This was Xiong Zhan and Shangguan Chenfeng, the strongest top figures among the younger generation of the Mighty Bear Tribe and the Ancient Spirit Village.
If these two were to fight ahead of time, it would be absolutely brilliant and not to be missed!
"Shangguan Chenfeng, I choose to defeat you publicly in seven days, not now."
Xiong Zhan looked at Shangguan Chenfeng, seemingly not too concerned.
"Is that so? I'm afraid you can't do it!" Shangguan Chenfeng spoke, his gaze meeting directly.
"You'll know then; just wait!"
Xiong Zhan's voice fell; he didn't bother with Shangguan Chenfeng anymore and continued to look at Su Yi, nodded, and said, "Yi Su, very well, I remember."
He glanced lightly at Su Yi, then turned and left with the Red Fire Bear.
Shangguan Chenfeng's expression didn't change; he gazed in the direction Xiong Zhan left, a glint like a sword in his eyes.
The gazes of those present were all astonished; originally, everyone had thought Xiong Zhan wanted to cause trouble, but the result was somewhat unexpected.
"Let's go!"
Seemingly, there was no more excitement to see, and the people of the Hunting Tiger Tribe also left.
Shangguan Chenfeng's face remained unchanged.
"We've finally won the first round!"
"Sister Xiwei, well done!"
Seeing the Mighty Bear Tribe and the Hunting Tiger Tribe leave, the young people of the Ancient Spirit Village were boiling with excitement, as if they saw the dawn of victory this time.
"Haha, thank you for your help, young hero; you shall be an esteemed guest of our Ancient Spirit Village."
Shangguan Qingming came to Su Yi's side; smiling, he expressed his gratitude.
"It's nothing to mention; greetings, elder." Su Yi nodded in salute.
"What elder? I'm not that old! You're about the same age as this lad Shangguan Yan; I am Shangguan Qingming, so why not call me Uncle?" Shangguan Qingming laughed, looking Su Yi up and down with kindly eyes.
"Brother Yi Su, this is my father." Shangguan Yan squeezed to Su Yi's side; scratching his head, he said to Su Yi innocently. Shangguan Qingming was indeed his father.
Su Yi was slightly surprised, then smiled; he had a favorable impression of both father and son, and without hesitation, he said to Shangguan Qingming, "Well, I won't be polite; greetings, Uncle Qingming."
"Haha, good, it's getting late, let's head back first!" Shangguan Qingming laughed heartily; having won the first round today, his mood seemed exceptionally good.
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"We won! Back to the village we go!"
"Everyone will be so happy."
The group immediately clustered around Shangguan Xiwei and the others as they marched grandly back. Several elders of the Ancient Spirit Village also wore smiles.
"Brother Yi Su, please make yourself completely at ease."
Shangguan Yan and Shangguan Yu drew near to Su Yi, radiating warmth.
Several other youths, both male and female, from the Ancient Spirit Village regarded Su Yi with great curiosity along the way. They were intensely interested in this outsider, this young man.
Especially since, on the journey, Shangguan Yan, Shangguan Yu, and others had recounted to these youths how Su Yi had saved them and defeated Xiong Zhan. With a touch of exaggerated embellishment, it left the young listeners utterly astonished.
The accompanying elders of the Ancient Spirit Village overheard and were inwardly moved, secretly observing Su Yi throughout the journey.
As Su Yi conversed with Shangguan Yu and other youths, he also discreetly surveyed his surroundings.
This hidden paradise lay deep within the vast Misty Mountains, encircled by towering peaks and deep ravines.
Range upon range of mountains stretched endlessly; colossal peaks linked one to another, majestic and verdant.
Occasionally, they could also glimpse numerous spirit birds and strange beasts leaping through the forested slopes.
Finally, as the dazzling sunset hues faded and night began to fall, a vast expanse of ancient structures appeared ahead. Styled with the charm of antiquity, it formed a sprawling settlement.
"They're back! Brother Chenfeng, Sister Xiwei, they've all returned!"
At the village entrance, amidst a scattering of giant rocks and a small square, stood a dense crowd of figures. Seeing the returning villagers, they erupted into joyous excitement.
Some young children, their faces tender and plump with baby fat, rushed forward eagerly to greet them.
Other boys and girls, ranging in age from a few years to their teens, also hurried forward, warmly and affectionately welcoming back the villagers.
"Haha, you little rascals, we're back!"
Shangguan Qingming laughed heartily, stepped forward, and scooped up a toddler about three or four years old along with a chubby-cheeked little girl with skyward pigtails into his arms. He deliberately rubbed his bearded cheeks against their faces.
"Hehe, Uncle Qingming is so mean!"
The young children squirmed, dodging the scratchy whiskers, though their affection for Shangguan Qingming remained clear.
"Have you been slacking off?"
"Did you practice your cultivation diligently?"
Shangguan Xiwei, Shangguan Yan, and others also stepped forward gladly, mingling affectionately with the crowd of boys and girls, though their words carried the gentle authority of older siblings.
Even Shangguan Chenfeng, whose aura was usually sharp and cold, now crouched down. He tenderly gathered a little girl into his arms, his face overflowing with affection.
"Oh spirits above! Is that a Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard?"
"And a Cold Jade Demon Eagle!"
All eyes then inevitably fell on the conspicuous Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard and the Cold Jade Demon Eagle.
Two such enormous demon beasts were impossible to overlook.
"That's right, it is indeed the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard and the Cold Jade Demon Eagle!"
Shangguan Xiwei announced to the astonished youths. Her gaze then shifted towards Su Yi beside her, her eyes holding a smile as she nodded meaningfully.
Su Yi had been secretly observing. Is this the Ancient Spirit Village? Among the crowd at the village entrance, regardless of men, women, the elderly, or children, everyone had an extraordinary aura.
At the forefront, several elderly and middle-aged people had bronzed skin and wore plain, simple clothes, yet their gazes shone brightly, and their intangible auras felt extremely powerful.
"So many strong people. This is a terrifying village," Su Yi thought to himself as waves stirred in his heart, suppressing his shock.
It was definitely a terrifying village. Su Yi had secretly detected many cultivators at the Yuan Void Realm level just from their auras.
"Qingming, how did it go?" An old man at the village entrance spotted the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard. His eyes glowed subtly as he spoke to Shangguan Qingming, his expression appearing tense.
"We won the first round!" Shangguan Qingming set down the two little ones and nodded to the old man who had asked.
"We won, we won the first round!" Upon hearing this, the scene erupted into chaos. Many tense and anxious hearts finally breathed a sigh of relief.
"We won the first round." Many people's eyes showed joy, clearly excited and overjoyed.
"Xiwei, my place isn't very big—I fear it can't accommodate Yi Su nephew. Your place seems suitable. Why not take Yi Su nephew to your home first?" Shangguan Qingming said to Shangguan Xiwei.
"No problem." Shangguan Xiwei glanced at Su Yi. A flicker of an almost imperceptible emotion passed through her eyes, unnoticeably.
"Alright, Su Yi nephew. You go rest with Xiwei for now. Tomorrow, I'll have Shangguan Yan take you around the village," Shangguan Qingming said to Su Yi with a smile.
"Alright." Su Yi nodded. He gazed at the scene before him, feeling quite moved. This secluded village, with every villager so simple and sincere, made him relax his inner vigilance slightly.
Shangguan Xiwei stepped forward and brought Su Yi into the village.
"Hey, who is he?" "And a featherless chicken is here too." "Can we roast this chicken to eat?" "..." The Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard followed behind. On the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard, Su Tianque drew attention.
"Qingming, this is..." Looking at Su Yi, the old man who had spoken earlier also felt puzzled.
"Later. This Yi Su, little brother, is a benefactor of our Ancient Spirit Village, an honored guest," Shangguan Qingming interrupted the old man's words.
Upon hearing this, the villagers of the Ancient Spirit Village at the entrance became even more curious.
Su Yi wasn't surprised. In such an isolated village that had never seen outsiders, it was natural for his sudden arrival to arouse curiosity.
Following Shangguan Xiwei, Su Yi entered the village.
Though it was just a village, Su Yi sensed it was quite large, with a seemingly sizable population.
Su Yi felt very interested in this village—a quaintly ancient place, many buildings built of giant stones.
Inside the village, towering trees formed giant umbrella-like canopies, and surprisingly, spirit birds and exotic beasts strolled about carefreely.
"These are all raised by the village. Since we're secluded here, things might be a bit different from the outside world," Shangguan Xiwei said, noticing Su Yi's curiosity. She continued, "You can stay at my home for now. There aren't many people in my family—only my grandma and me. It's quite peaceful."
"What about your parents?" Su Yi expressed some surprise.
"I..." Hearing this, a slight ripple passed through Shangguan Xiwei's eyes, as if something deep within her had been touched. After a pause, her expression remained unchanged, her lips forming a smile. She replied, "My father left the village before I was born. My mother gave birth to me, then grew depressed and ill. No medicine could cure her, and she passed away when I was two. So, only my grandma and I are left, relying on each other."
Listening to Shangguan Xiwei's words, Su Yi inexplicably felt his heart shock as if struck by electricity, trembling within. He too had grown up without his parents by his side, depending solely on his grandpa.
"I'm sorry..." Su Yi stopped walking, his gaze fixed on Shangguan Xiwei, very sincerely. The feeling of lacking parents since childhood—Su Yi knew it all too well.
By comparison, Su Yi felt he was somewhat luckier than Shangguan Xiwei, at least his mother seemed to have had no choice but to leave.
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"It’s fine. I’m already used to it. Let’s head back first; it’s getting dark."
A faint smile touched Shangguan Xiwei’s lovely face, though a trace of sorrow flashed in her eyes and vanished too quickly to grasp.
Su Yi didn’t know what else to say, so he simply followed Shangguan Xiwei.
On the village’s stone path, the last glimmer of dusk gradually vanished behind the western hills.
"If we ever get the chance, would you tell me what the outside world is like?"
Shangguan Xiwei broke the slightly awkward silence between them, clearly curious about the world beyond.
"Of course, but... it’s far less pleasant out there than here," Su Yi replied with a light chuckle.
"Really?"
Shangguan Xiwei seemed doubtful. She’d heard the outside world was vast beyond measure—surely it couldn’t be worse than this isolated place.
"Has no one from your village ever gone out?"
Su Yi found it strange. How could generations in this secluded village have never left?
After all, this was a fearsome village teeming with powerful figures.
"We follow ancestral precepts forbidding anyone to leave—neither those of the Hunting Tiger Tribe nor the Mighty Bear Tribe are exempt," Shangguan Xiwei explained.
"But earlier, you mentioned your father left the village..."
Su Yi frowned, recalling Shangguan Xiwei’s remark about her father.
"He slipped away in secret," she said quietly. "So by ancestral law, he can never return. The rule spares no one."
"I see."
Su Yi murmured the words, yet his confusion deepened. Why would this isolated, astonishing village impose such a harsh decree?
Through Shangguan Xiwei, Su Yi then learned a little about the Ancient Spirit Village.
This secluded settlement was surprisingly large, housing nearly two thousand people—though everyone lived quite close.
Within this isolated realm lay both the Hunting Tiger Tribe and the Mighty Bear Tribe.
Apparently, members of those tribes dwelled primarily in rock caves, and their populations were smaller than that of the Ancient Spirit Village.
The isolation here spanned a vast territory with sprawling mountain ranges—and thriving populations of demon beasts.
Primeval forests teemed with venomous insects and savage predators, making them perilous zones.
Certain places were said to hold profound mysteries; even the elders and strongest villagers dared not enter, for tales spoke of grave dangers lurking within.
"Here we are."
By the time full darkness had fallen, Shangguan Xiwei finally led Su Yi to an ancient courtyard complex.
The compound was spacious, unusually quiet, and ringed by mountains on three sides.
"Grandma might be out. You take the west chamber. The Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard can roam any part of this courtyard. Let me know if you need anything—I’ll go search for Grandmother now."
After she saw Su Yi to the west chamber, Shangguan Xiwei departed.
Su Yi studied the room. Spotlessly tidy. Every daily necessity stood ready.
"I was suffocating; finally, I can speak!"
Su Tianque followed Su Yi into the room and immediately couldn't hold it back; he felt very resentful and frustrated.
"This village is not ordinary. Cause less trouble, and don't say you're a peacock. I see the people here seem to love eating meat. If they happen to like eating peacock, I can't save you!" Su Yi warned Su Tianque; he was truly afraid this fellow would stir up trouble.
"This village genuinely isn't ordinary."
Su Tianque tucked his tail and adopted a serious look, but then his small eyes glinted, and he returned to his true nature, muttering and said: "Who knows if there's anything tasty here? It might be good if I could find some treasures."
Su Yi rolled his eyes at Su Tianque, helpless, and could only pray that this guy behaved reasonably and didn't cause any trouble for him.
Roarrrr...
In the vast mountains, beast roars echoed.
A huge cavern was smooth and neat, spacious and bright, but its stone walls were etched with many tiger-shaped pattern runes, vivid like living things, lending a fierce and formidable aura.
Inside this cavern, quite a few elders sat upright now, including Hu Ben and that youth who rides a tiger, Hu Chi.
Except for Hu Chi, the others wore slightly grave expressions, brows faintly furrowed.
"I hadn't expected the Ancient Spirit Village to win the first round this time. With the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard's lineage, it seemed they had a high chance of winning the second round too."
In the hall, one elder spoke at that moment, his gaze sharpening. The Ancient Spirit Village had taken the first round. Given the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard's lineage and cultivation tier, Hu Chi's Black Demon Tiger and Xiong Zhan's Red Fire Bear were probably guaranteed to prevail.
"The Black Demon Tiger may not lose; in combat power, mine is definitely not weaker than the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard or the Red Fire Bear!"
Hu Chi spoke, his battle garb shifting lightly, his face carved sharp as knives.
"The Black Demon Tiger might not be defeated. I suspect the Mighty Bear Tribe will focus on targeting the Ancient Spirit Village's Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard. When that and the Red Fire Bear both exhaust each other, the chance will arise..."
Xiong San's eyes gleamed with a smile; though the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard and Red Fire Bear's strength was noteworthy, the Hunting Tiger Tribe's Black Demon Tiger still had an opportunity.
Night had fallen; outside was pitch black, impossible to see.
Roarrrr...
The mountains weren't quiet; roars erupted sporadically, shaking the forests.
Among the peaks, lights flickered, stark in the darkness.
A broad cave dwelling glowed with luminous pearls and flickering torch wall flames, bright as day.
"Who'd have thought the Ancient Spirit Village got so lucky, landing a fifth-level Yao Xuan Realm Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard? Otherwise, we in the Mighty Bear Tribe would surely have won this time!"
In the cave dwelling were several imposing figures with robust auras, including Xiong San; he felt terrible about it. The Mighty Bear Tribe had been on the brink of victory.
"Xiong Zhan tamed a Red Fire Bear this time. Everyone, remember, our Mighty Bear Tribe has a treasure perfectly suited to it!"
A tall elder in the cave said with smiling eyes; his pupils shone like stars.
"The Red Fire Bear is solid, and our Mighty Bear Tribe does have that very treasure!"
"That Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard is only fifth-level Yao Xuan Realm. With that treasure, the Red Fire Bear is bound to win!"
"There are seven days left; it should be about right. The second round, we're sure to win!"
"The Ancient Spirit Village probably thinks their Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard guarantees the second round win. Too bad for them, hehe..."
Suddenly, everyone present seemed to recall something and got excited over it.
With that treasure, the Red Fire Bear was likely enough to seize victory.
"Xiong Lie, that boy from outside—is he truly as strong as you mentioned?"
Abruptly, a sixty-year-old elder at the cave's head spoke to Xiong Lie, who stood near the rear, asking the question.
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This old man had black hair hanging loosely, and his eyes emanated a lightly red glow, even his pupils appeared to be red in hue.
Although his build was not small, among the massive and imposing figures around him, he seemed rather slight and thin, but his aura was unnerving and intimidating, exuding a fierce pressure from that slender frame.
"Reporting to the chief, that youth was very peculiar. He only had the cultivation level of Yuan Xuan Realm second tier, yet his combat power was incredibly strong."
Xiong Lie somewhat dared not raise his head; having the cultivation of Yuan Xuan Realm fourth tier peak, just half a step away from Yuan Xuan Realm fifth tier, yet being utterly defeated so miserably felt like a humiliation.
Hearing Xiong Lie's words, the gazes in the room all expressed shock and astonishment; everyone present was well aware of Xiong Lie's strength, and that outsider youth was merely Yuan Xuan Realm second tier, yet he had inflicted such heavy damage on Xiong Lie—it was utterly astonishing. Could people outside really be so formidable?
"You employed the Mighty Desolate Verse and still lost?" The slight old man pressed the question, his eyebrows and beard tinged with a bit of silver, but his face ruddy and spirited.
"I had exerted my all, yet that youth was too baffling!" Xiong Lie spoke; he truly had done his utmost but was no match for the opponent. That youth named Yi Su was simply too formidable.
"An outsider youth, so strong?" Someone murmured inwardly, greatly awed; the outsider youth was not old in age. If he truly was this powerful, how terrifying must his natural talent and potential be?
"Members of the Mighty Bear Tribe cannot lose to an outsider. Given the chance, I will seek recompense!"
Xiong Zhan declared; his physique was powerfully built, muscles bulging across his body, with a golden protective heart mirror on his chest emanating Secret Runes, shimmering with light, resembling a legendary ancient God of War youth!
Night fell, the darkness enveloping everything, with stars dim and the moon pale, its graceful beams draped like silk over this mysterious village.
The Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard was resting outside the courtyard, refining the energy of pills within its body, eyes closed as it cultivated and regained balance.
Suddenly, someone approached.
The Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard opened its eyes, glowing eerily in the darkness, unsettling to see.
A woman who looked about sixty approached slowly, slightly hunched, with hair that was black yet mixed with silvery gray, her face unwrinkled and cheeks flushed.
As the old woman’s calm gaze fell upon the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard, the leopard’s once fierce eyes, for no apparent reason, began to tremble uncontrollably, its body shuddering; then it gently prostrated itself on the ground, not daring to make a sound.
"This must be the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard? Indeed, it's rather fine."
The old woman spoke with a kindly voice, sizing up the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard before her.
"Yes, Grandma, but this Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard was only borrowed by me. Fortunately so, otherwise in the first round, we would have..." Shangguan Xiwei stood beside the old woman, having changed her clothes; a green silk dress did little to hide the curve of her bosom, and her face was as lovely as a hibiscus, skin as fair as snow, her black hair pinned high into a beauty's knot, adding a touch of enchantment in the moonlight's embrace.
"This was done out of necessity..." A sigh colored the old woman’s expression.
"Someone’s coming..."
Inside the room, Su Yi and Su Tianque were both cultivating and meditating when Su Yi suddenly opened his eyes and stopped.
Hesitating briefly, Su Yi pushed open the door and saw Shangguan Xiwei and an old woman approaching.
"Grandma, this is the one who saved me. If not for him, your granddaughter might not be meeting you now." Shangguan Xiwei smiled at Su Yi, then addressed the old woman beside her.
The old woman had long been observing Su Yi; her kind, ruddy face smiled as she said, "What a fine young talent! Not only did you rescue Xiwei and Shangguan Yu’s group, but you also subdued the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard and defeated Xiong Lie. Even within the Ancient Spirit Village, we have no such outstanding youth."
"Esteemed senior..."
Su Yi saluted, discreetly sizing up the old woman, inwardly astonished.
Though she seemed to emit no aura, Su Yi felt an intangible, unfathomable presence about her.
Instinct told Su Yi she was definitely not an ordinary person.
"No need for such formality; you seem younger than Xiwei. How old are you this year?" the old woman inquired amiably as she looked at Su Yi.
"In reply to you, sir, I’m a few months shy of sixteen," Su Yi calculated; in this world, it had been almost sixteen years.
"Few months under sixteen..."
The old woman’s eyes clearly showed surprise; not yet sixteen, yet at Yuan Xuan Realm second tier, defeating Xiong Lie, and subduing a Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard at Yao Xuan Realm fifth tier—she well understood what this signified.
"To achieve such feats before turning sixteen is truly uncommon."
The old woman did not hold back her praise as she smiled at Su Yi, "I said don’t be formal; calling me ‘senior’ sounds too distant. This old lady is the village chief of the Ancient Spirit Village, surname Cheng Ya and given name Ya, later I took my husband's surname. People from the Mighty Bear Tribe and the Hunting Tiger Tribe call me Shangguan Chengya. Since you’re about the same age as Xiwei, why not call me Grandma?"
"Then I greet Grandma Shangguan," Su Yi replied, suppressing his shock to learn this old woman was the village chief of the Ancient Spirit Village.
"Today coincides with a decennial event involving one village and two tribes, with the first round won by our Ancient Spirit Village. Tonight, we’ll hold a small celebration; you, as benefactor and honored guest of the Ancient Spirit Village, were instrumental in our victory, so please join us. It’s also a chance to meet everyone, since many in the village are curious about such a young hero," said Shangguan Chengya.
"This..."
"Do go; quite a few people want to see you," Shangguan Xiwei smiled at Su Yi, cutting off his hesitation.
"Fine," Su Yi nodded, accepting the situation as it was.
"I want to go too!"
Su Tianque scampered out with his tail tucked, feathers fluttering, as though afraid Su Yi might leave him behind.
"Hiss..."
Upon seeing Su Tianque, a light instantly flickered in Shangguan Chengya's eyes, revealing a flash of astonishment and confusion, though she betrayed no outward expression.
"Do join us; it's been quiet for too long in the village. This old lady is also going to have a look," Shangguan Chengya then straightened her posture slightly, her eyes brimming with warmth.
On the square of the Ancient Spirit Village, lanterns and campfires burned brightly, roasting many beasts with the aroma of meat thick in the air.
On stone stumps nearby, fresh fruits and fine wines were piled plentifully.
"Tehee..."
Several toddlers still babbling while learning to walk chased after their bigger brothers and sisters amidst the campfires.
"That lad Shangguan Houyu, only six years old now, already lifting hundreds of pounds—Shangguan Chenfeng was similar at that age!"
"That little girl Shangguan Qi, all of seven, is rather extraordinary too,"
The adults gazed affectionately at the children, faces radiant with happiness and satisfaction.
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Chapter 205: Chaos Abounds!
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We won the first round. That gave us over a sixty percent chance for the second round.
As long as we win the second round, we can achieve victory directly!
Red Fire Bears of the same level can hardly rival the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard!
Today's victory was the theme of the night's celebration. Everyone was discussing it.
As time went on, more and more people gathered in the square.
"Bro Yi Su is so strong! Forget about those from the Mighty Bear Tribe; even Xiong Lie was no match at all and got crushed brutally."
A group of half-grown boys and girls huddled together, led by Shangguan Yan and Shangguan Yu, chattered about Su Yi's glorious feat of defeating Xiong Lie.
"Is Yi Su really that strong? Xiong Lie's cultivation strength must place him within the top five in the Mighty Bear Tribe!" A young man questioned, sounding unconvinced.
That Yi Su looked only about fifteen or sixteen, while Xiong Lie was an elite talent among the younger generation of the Mighty Bear Tribe, definitely ranking top five.
"I think it's unlikely too; Xiong Lei is tough to deal with."
"Xiong Lie was at the peak of Yuan Xuan Realm fourth layer, right? He might be on par with Sister Xiwei. Could a youth really be that powerful?"
Some boys and girls voiced doubts; after all, without seeing it themselves, it was hard to believe.
"With Yuan Xuan Realm second layer cultivation, you defeated Xiong Lie at the peak of fourth layer?" Shangguan Yu, Shangguan Yan, are you just talking nonsense? By that logic, when Brother Chenfeng was at Yuan Xuan Realm second layer back then, he couldn't have beaten someone at the peak of Yuan Xuan Realm fourth layer from the Mighty Bear Tribe, let alone Xiong Lie, who's an elite among them and has cultivated the Mighty Desolate Verse."
A seventeen or eighteen-year-old young man, appearing slightly more mature than Shangguan Yan, Shangguan Ye, and the others, wore a long robe and radiated an imposing presence.
He also disbelieved what Shangguan Yu and them claimed; it was utterly impossible.
"Brother Ming Hou doesn't believe it either!"
Many boys and girls glanced over at this young man, looking even more doubtful.
"Shangguan Ming Hou, we are telling the truth." Shangguan Yu and the three held firm expressions.
"Some things need to be witnessed firsthand; don't just follow what others say." Shangguan Ming Hou declared, his gaze sharp and demeanor commanding.
"Brother Ming Hou makes a fair point." Many boys and girls nodded; with Shangguan Ming Hou ranking third in the Ancient Spirit Village's younger generation, he had numerous followers.
"We really are telling the truth." Shangguan Yan and the others felt helpless and aggrieved, unable to outright admit that the Serene Void Brutal Heavenly Leopard was subdued by Su Yi, since it was publicly known that Shangguan Xiwei had tamed it.
"Look, the elders have arrived!"
Suddenly, a stir rippled from the front as several elderly and middle-aged men and women approached, their eyes bright like stars; Shangguan Qingming was among them.
"Greetings, Elders!"
Many people bowed respectfully with hearts full of awe; these were the strong warriors and elders of the village.
"Today is cause for joy; let's all celebrate well."
An old man, eyes sparkling with mirth, dismissed the bowing and urged everyone to enjoy the festivities.
"The village chief is here."
In the square, someone spotted Shangguan Chengya.
"Village chief!"
"Village chief grandma!"
Instantly, the square erupted with excitement; the villagers hadn't expected the village chief to come, and they all surged forward to welcome him.
"It's so lively!" shouted someone nearby.
Su Yi saw from afar a dense crowd ahead, with brightly lit campfires, creating an exceptionally vibrant scene.
"Go and play now, everyone," said Shangguan Chengya with kindness.
Shangguan Chengya, radiating maternal care, gestured for the young children surrounding her to leave and start playing.
"Brother Yi Su," called Shangguan Yu and others.
Shangguan Yu and Shangguan Yan, among others, noticed Su Yi's arrival and immediately pushed through the crowd to reach his side.
"Yi Su, come, let me introduce you to some elders of the village," Shangguan Chengya said to him.
Shangguan Chengya spoke and began introducing Su Yi to several of the aged villagers.
"Honored to meet you, seniors," Su Yi replied respectfully and bowed.
Su Yi bowed to each elder one by one, but internally, he felt deeply shaken by what he sensed.
This village was shockingly powerful, teeming
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