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			A theatre and telecommunications graduate, Suzanne Collins started her career by writing scripts for children’s television programmes, notably for the Nickelodeon channel. In 2003, she first entered the literary domain when she published the first volume in a series of fantasy books for children, The Underland Chronicles. Although the series was not short of success, its achievements paled in comparison to those of The Hunger Games trilogy, which the author started writing in 2008.

			The series attracted global enthusiasm from its publication, to the extent that its first novel has already sold over 26 million copies. The work, aimed at a young adult readership, was adapted for cinema into four films between 2012 and 2015.
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			The Hunger Games is an international phenomenon with a relatively young readership who are fascinated by the world described.

			The story takes place in what is left of North America, destroyed by several wars and replaced by the nation of Panem. In this postapocalyptic environment, the country, divided into several districts, has been reformed by a totalitarian regime ruled with a rod of iron by President Snow. Each year, a cruel game in which 24 adolescents must kill one another, called the “Hunger Games”, is organised by the Capitol to assert their supremacy over the different regions. The story thus follows Katniss Everdeen, a 16 year old girl who takes the place of her little sister, who has been chosen to take part in the Hunger Games. Determined to survive, she incites (almost in spite of herself) a wave of rebellion throughout the entire country in which she remains bravely and fervently involved.

		


		
			Summary

			The Hunger Games

			Panem

			At an unspecified point in the future, North America as we know it has been entirely destroyed by several wars with the aim of accessing the last available natural resources. Panem, a nation with a totalitarian regime, was founded in the midst of this chaotic climate. It is made up of the Capitol, the seat of power, and 13 Districts. Each of the Districts has its own specific function: District 1 makes luxury items, District 2 deals with architecture and buildings, District 3 is in charge of everything to do with technology, and so forth.

			Although this new state seems to be living peacefully and prosperously, this is actually not the case at all: while the Capitol benefits from luxurious comfort, the inhabitants of the other 13 Districts are dying of hunger, cold and fear. One day they decide to rebel against the established order and trigger a deadly war; but it is all in vain. As revenge, District 13 is completely wiped off the map.

			The government then tightens its laws and creates the Treaty of Treason to remind its people of its all-powerful supremacy. To do this, each year the Capitol organises the “Hunger Games”. The rules are as simple as they are terrifying: each of the twelve remaining Districts is required to provide a boy and a girl who are known as “tributes”, and are then sent into a huge arena where they have to kill each other. The last survivor is declared the winner and can return to their District rich and free of want for the rest of their life. Although the Games remind the citizens of the “Dark Days” of the war, they are the entertainment of choice for the inhabitants of the Capitol, who greatly enjoy the televised event.

			The reaping

			Katniss Everdeen, a young girl aged 16 who lives in the working class area of “The Seam” in District 12, is preparing for the annual reaping in which two adolescents aged between 12 and 18 are chosen at random to participate in the Hunger Games.

			In her area, which is responsible for the mining sector of the country, people die either of malnutrition or in accidents in the tunnels. Indeed, Katniss’s father, as well as the father of her childhood friend Gale, died in a methane explosion. Left to their own devices, they help each other on a daily basis to find some food for their families. They thus regularly go hunting in the woods, although it is illegal and very severely punished.

			After one of these hunting expeditions, the two adolescents go back to the village for the reaping. The citizens, gathered in the main square, anxiously wait for Effie Trinket, the escort from the Capitol who is in charge of the name drawing. When the name of Primrose, Katniss’s sister who has just turned 12, is read out, our heroine volunteers to take her place. The second tribute chosen, this time male, is Peeta Mellark, the baker’s son.

			The Hunger Games

			The Hunger Games take place in a closed arena, a type of dome surrounded by an electromagnetic field that prevents the tributes from escaping. Before being sent in, the 24 young people are trained for several days in the Capitol, during which they must go before the judges of the Games. The judges give them a mark from 1 to 12 estimating their potential for survival. This evaluation allows the sponsors to choose the tribute they will support (by sending them weapons and food, for example). On the way to the arena, a tracking chip is inserted into their arms so that they can be tracked for the duration of the Games. There is also a host of hidden cameras in all the corners of the arena so that the Capitol and the inhabitants of Panem’s twelve districts, who are forced to watch the show on a screen, do not miss a second.

			A few seconds before the beginning of the Games, each tribute takes their place in a tube which leads them into the dome. They then find themselves standing on a plate which they cannot get down from before the required 60 seconds have passed, at the risk of being killed before they even start. These raised plates encircle the Cornucopia, a horn made of gold where the weapons, provisions, and everything else that they might need to survive are amassed. As every tribute wants to get their hands on the extremely rare goods, the first few minutes of the Games generally end in a bloodbath.

			When they arrive in the Capitol, Katniss and Peeta are taken to a building reserved for tributes to wait for stylists who will prepare them for the opening ceremony. This media event is broadcast live and introduces the participants to all the spectators in Panem. With the aim of providing a quality show, they must therefore be dazzling. During the parade for the 74th Games, Cinna, Katniss’s stylist, has come up with an outfit that perfectly reflects her temperament: her and Peeta’s costumes catch fire. Panem thus gives the young girl the nickname “girl on fire”. As well as this first good impression, Peeta’s declaration of his love for Katniss during his interview, and the fact that they hold hands when they enter in their chariot during the parade, thus promote an image of solidarity that is very distant from that of the other tributes.

			Over the next few days, Katniss and Peeta are given a mentor, Haymitch Abernathy, a former winner of the Hunger Games who is also from District 12, who trains them in how to use weapons and emphasises their assets in order to gain sponsors’ interest. At the end of this preparation, the tributes reveal their talents before the judges of the Games. Katniss is unfortunately the last to go before them, when they can wait to do nothing else but eat and drink excessively, and they do not even look at her. Worried and exasperated by this lack of attention, she fires an arrow which flies straight into an apple which a few seconds earlier had been in the mouth of the roast pig in the centre of the table. Shocked but impressed by her performance, the judges give her a score of 11 out of 12, a first for a tribute from District 12. Although this score seems rewarding, it actually penalises Katniss greatly, as it makes her the target for the other participants.

			When the young girl sees the arena, she is relieved to see that it is a forest: although she is supposed to be assassinated quickly by the “Careers Tributes”, who have been trained since their childhood, it turns out that she is probably the best adapted and best prepared to win. Although a bow and arrow has been conspicuously placed in the Cornucopia, she decides to follow Haymitch’s advice and to go in the opposite direction, to avoid the bloodbath during which 11 of her rivals are killed. Throughout the Games, she goes it alone, only forming an alliance with Rue, a young girl from District 11, because she reminds her of Prim. She survives in the arena due to her skill and determination, but also due to a healthy dose of luck: the episode with the killer wasps could have been costly if her friend hadn’t looked after her; the landmine explosion only leaves her deaf in one ear; and she also receives generous donations (medication, soup, bread, etc.) from Haymitch who manages her situation and the money he receives from sponsors. Determined to oppose the Capitol’s power, she defies the president’s authority several times, exposing herself and her family to potential retaliation. In this way, she covers little Rue’s body with wild flowers when she is killed and suggests to Peeta that he commit suicide with her by eating toxic nightlock berries, as she would rather deprive the Capitol of a winner than kill her friend.

			Nonetheless, although she leaves the Hunger Games victorious, accompanied by Peeta (a first in the Games’ history), the episode leaves them wounded and traumatised: the two adolescents have become very psychologically fragile, have horrible nightmares and bear a fierce grudge towards the Capitol, who organised this massacre.

			The love triangle

			From the start, Katniss feels a certain attraction towards Peeta (during the parade, she even finds him “striking”), but also towards Gale, her childhood friend and hunting partner. However, they are both the opposite of the other: Peeta is blonde, stocky, strong and extremely kind, whereas Gale is brown-haired, tall and muscular, and hates the Capitol just as much as Katniss.

			Gale seems to be more similar to Katniss. As they both live and hunt in The Seam, he has become the heroine’s confidant. Peeta, who has never known hunger (as he is a baker’s son), moves the young girl with his kindness. She has never forgotten him since the day when she had collapsed in his yard, exhausted and dying of hunger, and he had thrown her two loaves of bread that were unfit for sale. This gesture gave her the hope and courage to start hunting to meet her family’s needs. While she spends time with him in the Capitol, she gets to know him and falls for him more and more, without really being sure of her feelings, however. Nonetheless, following a strategy devised with Haymitch, she fakes true love for him to soften the sentiments of the public and sponsors.

			Although Peeta’s attraction to Katniss is felt from the start, Gale is also in love with the young girl. Jealousy torments him even further when he witnesses Katniss getting closer to Peeta during the Hunger Games, even though he knows perfectly well that it is just a strategy.

			Catching Fire

			The “Victory Tour”

			We are reunited with Katniss at the beginning of the Victory Tour that takes place between Games to remind the public of their horror. Since the end of the 74th Games, the heroine has lived with Peeta in the winners’ village. While she and her family now want for nothing, she cannot stand to see Gale and his loved ones dying of hunger. She therefore continues to hunt to help them, even more so as her friend can no longer meet his family’s needs as he is working in the mine. Indeed, now that he is over 18, he can escape reaping, but on the other hand has to work.

			A few hours before Katniss leaves with Peeta for their Tour, she is visited by President Snow. Having thought she was out of danger, she now finds herself caught in a trap. During the Games, she had established a strategy with Hamish to avoid potential revenge following the suicide episode. In the eyes of the spectators, the two former tributes have become “star-crossed lovers” and are therefore supposed to feign perfect love. While the people in the Capitol did fall for the little show, Snow and the rest of the country do not see it in the same light. Indeed, they recognise that it was just a ruse so that the two adolescents would survive and a way of opposing power. To calm the crowds, Snow demands that Katniss takes her romantic game with Peeta up a notch so that both he and the District’s inhabitants believe in it. To do this, he threatens the young girl and her family, as well as Gale, as he knows that they kissed one day in the forest. Katniss then realises that her life no longer belongs to her and that she has to commit in the long term by marrying her Games partner.

			During the Tour, at their first stop in District 11 (Rue’s District), Peeta makes a blunder by offering a month of their earnings to the families of victims of the Hunger Games. This gesture of pure goodness in fact represents disobedience towards the Capitol and therefore a sign of rebellion. Additionally, Katniss’s speech, in which she implicitly denounces the Games and apologises for not managing to
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