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Hello or שָׁלוֹם (sha-lom), my name is Elias.

Here are a few phrases.

Hello or שָׁלוֹם (shalom), my name is Naomi.
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The names in this book are used fictitiously and any resemblance of persons is coincidental. The facts in this book are based on information provided to the author.

I attempted to put the sound of foreign words in parenthesis to help you pronounce them easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am attempting to help others pronounce the words by how I hear them.
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Hello or שָׁלוֹם (sha-lom), my name is Elias.
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I live in the country of Israel. It is located on the southeastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea, in the Middle East region.

The city I live in is Tel Aviv. It is the second most populated city in Israel. Tel Aviv has a population of approximately 460,613 residents.
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What is there to do here in Tel Aviv?

We have numerous museums to visit, such as the Museum of Jewish People, the Joseph Bau House Museum, the Museum of Art, the Yitzhak Rabin Center, and the Ilana Goor Museum.

We have the Nachalat Binyamin Pedestrian Mall and the Carmel Market. The Carmel Market is known for its tasty food!
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There is the old Tel Aviv Port area.

We have Tayelet, which is a paved walkway along the beach. It goes from Tel Aviv to Jaffa. 

Old Jaffa City is only about 15 minutes from Tel Aviv. There are flea markets, parks, and churches to visit.
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According to a 2021 survey, the population of Israel is estimated to be around 9.3 million people.

The capital of Israel is Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is an ancient city with a history dating back thousands of years. It was established around 3000 BCE, making it around 5000 years old. 

As of 2021, the estimated population of Jerusalem is around 900,000 people. This is the most populated city in Israel.
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What is the geography like here in Israel?

My nation features a slender coastal strip alongside the Mediterranean Sea that extends from the north to the south. This region is very populated and includes big cities like Tel Aviv and Haifa.

In the northern region of Galilee, you can find rolling hills, whereas the central highlands of Samaria and Judea offer a more rugged and mountainous terrain. Mount Meron, the tallest mountain in the country 1,208 meters (3,963 feet) above sea level can be found amidst the awesome landscapes of Galilee.
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The Sea of Galilee, also referred to as Lake Kinneret, is a large freshwater lake situated in the northern region of the nation. This lake is the largest lake of its kind. It is approximately 64 square kilometers (24.6 square miles) in area. The shores of this magnificent lake are visited yearly by many tourists but also serve as a vital water source for neighboring communities.
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This is a photo of me at Lake Kinneret.

Stretching from the Sea of Galilee in the north to the Dead Sea in the south, the Jordan Rift Valley crosses the entire length of Israel. 

Here you will find remarkable geological features such as steep cliffs and deep valleys, which hold geological importance.

The Dead Sea, is situated at the Earth's lowest point. It has an exceptionally high salt concentration, providing swimmers with the ability to effortlessly float on its surface. 
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The region surrounding the Dead Sea has a wealth of minerals, making it a significant attraction for tourists seeking the therapeutic benefits of its mud and minerals.

The Negev Desert, a large dry region in the southern part of Israel. It spans approximately 50% of the country's land area. With its rocky terrain, sand dunes, and canyons, this desert offers a unique landscape. 

Despite the challenging environment, the Negev accommodates a variety of plant and animal life.
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Some of those animals include Arabian Oryx, Dorcas Gazelle, Nubian Ibex, Sand Gazelle, Desert Hedgehog, Desert Spiny Mouse, and Desert Wolf.
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Some reptiles include the Monitor Lizard, Sandfish, Mediterranean chameleon, Palestinian gecko, and Israeli Viper.

Some birds include the Egyptian Vulture, Sinai Rosefinch, Palestine Sunbird, and the Syrian Woodpecker.

The hoopoe is the national bird of Israel and can be easily identified by its distinctive crown of feathers. It is known for its beautiful feathers and distinctive call.
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I want to tell you a little bit about our language.

The aleph-bet, also called the Hebrew alphabet, is composed of 22 letters. Unlike the English alphabet, these letters are written from right to left.
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Here are a few phrases.
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Shalom (שָׁלוֹם) – Hello, goodbye, peace

Pronunciation: shah-lohm

Boker tov (בֹּקֶר טוֹב) – Good morning

Pronunciation: boh-kehr tohv

Erev tov (עֶרֶב טוֹב) – Good evening

Pronunciation: eh-rev tohv

Lehitraot (לְהִתְרָאוֹת) – Goodbye (formal)

Pronunciation: leh-heet-rah-ot

What is school like in Israel?

The Israeli education system is divided into:

	Primary Education: Grades 1-6 

	Middle School Education: Grades 7-9 

	High School Education: Grades 10-12 


I learn subjects such as the Hebrew language, English, mathematics, science, social studies, Jewish studies, arts, physical education, and technology. 
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Israel is very proud of their army.

In Israel, mandatory military service applies to most Jewish Israeli citizens. Men have to serve in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) for a period of three years, women are required to serve for two years. 

Exemptions are provided for those with religious or medical reasons, however, the majority of Israelis are expected to complete their mandatory military service. Arab citizens of Israel, are not obligated to serve in the military but can choose to volunteer if they desire to do so.
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What do people in Israel believe in?

The majority of Israel's population identifies as Jewish. (74.2%)

The second-largest religious group in Israel is the Muslim community. (17.8%)

There are many Christians present in Israel. (1.9%)

There are also people who believe in the Bahá'í Faith. This religion attracts visitors from around the world to its famous Bahá'í Gardens. (4.4 %)

The Druze community is a religious and ethnic minority in Israel. Druze beliefs are a combination of Islam, Gnosticism, Neoplatonism, and other philosophies. (1.7 %)

The percentages came from a 2020 survey.

What does our flag represent?

The flag of Israel features a white background with a blue Star of David positioned at its center. Above and below the star, there are two horizontal blue stripes.

The tallit, a Jewish prayer shawl, is traditionally blue and white, this is symbolized by the blue stripes. For centuries, the Star of David, a six-pointed star, has been a symbolic representation of Jewish identity. It appears on the flag and is believed to signify the Jewish people and their deep connection to the land of Israel.
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Well, I have to get back to helping my family. My friend Naomi will tell you more about my amazing country. 

Lehitraot" להתראות (leh-hee-tra-ot) or Goodbye.
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