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For every teacher, librarian, parent, and child who believes that kindness can still change the world.
About the Unity Classroom Collection

The Unity Classroom Collection brings together three thoughtful stories designed to help students explore listening, cooperation, and shared responsibility in the classroom and beyond.

Each story takes place in familiar school settings where everyday moments—group projects, disagreements, and classroom discussions—become opportunities for students to practice empathy, communication, and teamwork.

The three stories explore connected ideas:

• Listening Together – learning how respectful dialogue can turn disagreement into understanding.

• Our Team — The World – asking big questions about our shared world and the courage it takes to learn from others.

• The World We Share – discovering how small actions can help care for the Earth we all depend on.

Written for upper elementary readers, these stories are designed to encourage reflection and thoughtful conversation without preaching or providing simple answers.

One classroom.

One team.

One shared world.

Recommended Reading Level: Grades 4–6

The Unity Classroom Collection is designed to support classroom discussion, independent reading, and shared reflection.

Teachers and families may use the stories for:

• classroom read-aloud sessions

• small-group discussion

• social-emotional learning activities

• writing prompts and reflection exercises

• conversations about cooperation, citizenship, and caring for the Earth

Key themes explored in the collection include:

• listening and respectful dialogue

• empathy and teamwork

• asking thoughtful questions about the world

• responsible citizenship

• environmental awareness

The stories work well as discussion starters where students can share ideas, ask questions, and practice listening to one another.

Educator Overview
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Unity Series: A Three-Book Classroom Collection

Recommended Grades: 4–6

Reading Level: Upper Elementary

Themes: Listening • Respectful Dialogue • Citizenship • Global Awareness • Environmental Responsibility

The Unity Series Classroom Collection is designed to help students explore how listening, empathy, and teamwork strengthen classrooms and communities.

Each story presents situations students recognize—class discussions, disagreements, news events, and questions about the world—and shows how thoughtful conversation and respectful listening can lead to understanding.

Classroom Learning Goals

Students will explore how to:

• listen carefully before responding

• express opinions respectfully

• consider multiple viewpoints

• ask thoughtful questions about the world

• recognize how small actions can affect others and the environment

Classroom Applications

Teachers may use the stories for:

• social-emotional learning discussions

• civics and citizenship conversations

• classroom listening circles

• writing prompts and reflection activities

• group projects on teamwork and environmental responsibility

The stories are designed to invite reflection rather than provide simple answers, helping students practice the skills of listening, empathy, and constructive dialogue.

A Letter to Teachers and Librarians

Thank you for welcoming the Unity Classroom Collection into your classroom or library.

These stories were written for students who are beginning to notice that the world can sometimes feel loud, confusing, and divided. In Mr. Garcia’s classroom, students practice something powerful: learning how to listen to one another.

The goal of this collection is simple—to show that disagreement does not have to lead to disrespect, and that understanding often begins with careful listening.

Each story explores a different classroom theme:

• listening and dialogue

• courage to ask questions about the world

• caring for the Earth we share

Teachers may choose to read these stories aloud, assign them for independent reading, or use them to begin classroom conversations and reflection.

Often the most meaningful moments happen after the story, when students begin sharing their own experiences, ideas, and hopes for the future.

If these stories encourage even one thoughtful conversation in your classroom, they have done their job.

Warmly,

Raymond Dierker

Samuel Wilson Media

ONE TEAM - ONE COUNTRY

A Classroom Story About Listening

Unity Series • Book One

By Raymond Dierker

Samuel Wilson Media

Samuel Wilson Media
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Chapter 1:First Monday
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────────────────────────

Illustration Moment

Wide view of Mr. Garcia’s busy classroom on a Loud Monday. Kids talking in small clusters, some arguing, desks and chairs a bit askew.
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On the first Monday of November, Mr. Garcia’s classroom felt louder than the hallway. Desks squeaked, chairs scraped, and three different conversations crashed into one another like waves. Some students were talking about the weekend football game. Others argued about a news story they had heard their parents discussing at dinner. Even the class hamster, Luna, thumped her water bottle against the side of the cage as if she wanted to be heard too.

Mr. Garcia stood at the front of the room, watching the storm build. Usually, he liked a little noise. Noise meant kids were awake, thinking, and alive. But this noise was different. Faces were tense. Voices were sharp. A few students had crossed their arms and turned away from the group completely.
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Chapter 2: The Question That Split the Room
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Today’s question is simple,” Mr. Garcia said as he wrote on the board: What kind of country do we want to be? The letters stood in a neat row, but the students’ faces did not look neat at all. Some eyebrows shot up. Some mouths twisted into a smirk. One or two students sank lower in their seats.

“My dad says our country is falling apart,” Jaden blurted. “Nobody listens. Everybody just yells.” He looked around, daring someone to disagree.

Sofia’s hand shot into the air. “My mom says our country is finally listening to people who were ignored before,” she answered. “If people are yelling, maybe it’s because they were quiet for too long.” The room tensed again. Mr. Garcia could almost feel an invisible line appear down the middle of the classroom floor.

He didn’t erase the question. Instead, he drew a small circle around the word ‘we.’ “Before we talk about the country,” he said, “we’re going to talk about this word. Who is ‘we’ in this classroom?”
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Chapter 3:The Listening Challenge
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Illustration Moment

Two students sitting face to face at pushed-together desks, one speaking and the other listening carefully with an index cards in front of them.
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Mr. Garcia walked between the desks and placed a small index card on each one. On the card there were only three words: Listen. Repeat. Respond. The students stared at the cards as if they were a secret code.

“We’re going to practice something called a Listening Circle,” Mr. Garcia explained. “First person talks. Second person listens, then repeats what they heard-without arguing. Only after that can they respond. Then we switch.” A couple of students groaned quietly.

“What if the other person says something that’s totally wrong?” Malik asked.

“Then your job is to listen well enough to repeat what they said,” Mr. Garcia replied. “Not to fix it, not yet. Just to prove you heard them. You’ll get your turn.” He could see some students relax. Everyone wanted a turn.

They pushed their desks together in pairs. The room filled with soft, unsure voices. “I heard you say...” floated through the air, traveling from desk to desk like a new language just beginning to be learned.
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Chapter 4 : The History Lesson
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Illustration Moment

Abraham Lincoln on the classroom TV screen while students watch quietly; Mr. Garcia stands nearby, and the flag hangs in the background.
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After lunch, Mr. Garcia rolled the old television cart to the front of the room. The students cheered-they loved video days-until they saw the cover of the DVD. It showed a faded photograph of a tall man with a serious face and a beard.

“Is that some kind of president?” asked Lily.

“This,” Mr. Garcia said, “is Abraham Lincoln. Tonight you’ll see his picture again on the cover of a new book in our library corner. But first, we’re going to watch ten minutes of his story.”

The short film showed a country even more divided than their classroom-neighbors arguing, states breaking apart, soldiers marching. When it ended, the room felt heavier and quieter.

“How do you think Lincoln felt, trying to lead a country that was pulling itself into pieces?” Mr. Garcia asked. Dozens of hands went up. For once, the students were not fighting to talk over one another. They were fighting to be the next one to be called on.
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Chapter 5:Two Truths at Once
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Illustration Moment

Classroom whiteboard divided into four squares (a big plus sign). In the top squares,  sticky notes and words like “Freedom of speech,” Voting,” etc. In the bottom squares, notes like “Unfair treatment,” “People getting hurt.” 
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The next day, Mr. Garcia drew a large plus sign on the board, turning it into four squares. At the top he wrote: Things I Love About Our Country. At the bottom: Things That Hurt or Worry Me. The students looked at the chart with confusion.

“You can fill in all four squares,” he explained. “You are allowed to love your country and still see its problems. Those are not opposites. That’s just being honest.”

Slowly, students began calling out ideas. “Freedom of speech,” said Mateo. “That goes in the ‘love’ box.” “People being treated unfairly because of how they look,” added Priya softly. “That hurts.” Mr. Garcia wrote each answer without arguing, letting the board fill with different colors of marker and different kinds of truth.

By the time the bell rang, the chart looked messy-but it also looked real. The kids stared at it the way you stare at your reflection in a mirror you did not expect to see.
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