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PROLOGUE

FETAL RESEARCH BANNED
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New Regulations for Medical Research
By HAROLD BARLOW
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Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 12, 1974—President Richard M. Nixon signed into law today the National Research Act (Pub. L. 93–348). The law calls for the creation of a National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects in Biomedical and Behavioral Research. There has been growing concern about the ethics of research involving children, retarded persons, prisoners, the terminally ill, and particularly fetuses.

It is hoped that by creating appropriate guidelines some of the shocking abuses that have been exposed of late can be obviated, such as the purposeful infecting of a large number of retarded children with hepatitis in order to study the natural progression of the disease, or the discovery a few months ago at a Boston hospital of a dozen dismembered aborted fetuses.

The first phase of implementing the law includes a moratorium on ‘research in the United States on a living human fetus, before or after induced abortion, unless such research is done for the purpose of assuring the survival of such fetus.’ Obviously the fetal issue is intimately tied to the highly emotional abortion issue.

Response to the new legislation in scientific circles has been mixed. Dr George C. Marstons of Cornell Medical Center welcomed the new law, stating that ‘guidelines for ethical behavior in human experimentation are long overdue. The competitive economic pressure for research breakthroughs creates an atmosphere where abuse is inevitable.’

Dr Clyde Harrison of Arolen Pharmaceuticals disagreed with Dr Marstons, saying that ‘anti-abortion politics are holding science hostage, preventing needed health care research.’ Dr Harrison went on to explain that fetal research has resulted in many significant scientific gains. Among the most important is a possible cure for diabetes. Fetal tissue injected into the pancreas has been proven to repopulate the islet cells that produce insulin. Equally important is the experimental use of fetal tissue to heal previously incurable paralysis resulting from spinal cord injuries. Injected into the site of the trauma, the tissue causes spontaneous healing by generating growth of new, healthy cells.

It is too early to judge the impact of this bill until the various commissions mandated by law make their recommendations to Secretary Caspar Weinberger. In the area of research the new law will have an immediate impact by severely limiting the supply of fetal tissue. Apparently planned abortions have been the primary source of such tissue, though it is not known whether or not this need played a role in doctors’ decisions to abort.




CHAPTER 1

Adam Schonberg’s eyes blinked open and in the darkness of 	his bedroom he heard the undulating scream of a siren 	announcing yet another catastrophe. Gradually, the noise diminished as the police car or ambulance or fire truck or whatever it was receded into the distance. It was morning in New York City.

Snaking a hand out from beneath the warm blankets, Adam groped for his glasses and then turned the face of the clock radio toward him: 4:47 A.M. Relieved, he flipped off the alarm, which was scheduled to go off at 5:00, then pulled his hand back under the covers. He had fifteen more minutes before he had to haul himself out of bed and into the icy bathroom. Normally, he’d never take the chance of turning off the alarm for fear he’d oversleep. But as charged up as he was this morning that was not a possibility.

Rolling onto his left side, he pressed against the sleeping form of Jennifer, his twenty-three-year-old wife of one and a half years, feeling the rhythmical rise and fall of her chest as she breathed. Reaching down, Adam ran his hand lightly up her thigh, which was slim and firm from her daily dance workouts. Her skin was soft and remarkably smooth with hardly a freckle to mar its surface. It had a delicate olive tone that suggested southern European descent, but that was not the case. Jennifer insisted that her genealogy was English and Irish on her father’s side of the family, German and Polish on her mother’s side.

Jennifer straightened out her legs, sighed, and rolled over onto her back, forcing Adam to move out of her way. He smiled; even in her sleep she had a forceful personality. Although her strong character could at times present itself to Adam as frustrating stubbornness, it was also one of the reasons Adam loved her so much.

Glancing at the clock, which now said 4:58, Adam forced himself out of bed. As he crossed the room to shower he stubbed his toe on an old Pullman trunk Jennifer had covered with a throw to serve as a table. Gritting his teeth to keep from crying out, he hobbled to the edge of the tub where he sat down to survey the damage. He had a remarkably low tolerance for pain.

The first time Adam had realized this was during his disastrously short high school football career. Because he was one of the larger boys, everyone including Adam himself had expected him to be on the team, especially since David, Adam’s deceased older brother, had been one of the town stars. But such was not to be the case. Everything had gone well until Adam had been given the ball and told to run a play he had dutifully memorized. The instant he was tackled he had felt pain, and by the time everybody had gotten back on his feet, Adam had decided this was just another area where he could not compete with his brother’s reputation.

Shaking off the memory, Adam quickly showered, shaved his heavy beard which would shadow his chin by five that afternoon, and brushed his thick black hair. He whipped on his clothes, barely glancing in the mirror, oblivious to his dark good looks.

Less than ten minutes after getting out of bed he was in the two-by-four kitchen, heating up his coffee. He glanced about the cramped, badly furnished apartment, vowing again that the minute he finished medical school he would find Jennifer a decent place to live. Then he went over to the desk in the living room and glanced at the material he’d been working on the night before.

A wave of anxiety passed through his body. In less than four hours he was going to be standing in front of the imposing Dr Thayer Norton, chief of Internal Medicine. Grouped around would be the rest of the third-year medical students who were currently rotating on Internal Medicine with Adam. A few of the students, like Charles Hanson, might be rooting for him. But the rest would be more or less hoping that he’d make a fool of himself, which was a distinct possibility. Adam had never functioned well in front of a group, another disappointment for his father, who was a recognized and much-sought-after speaker. At the beginning of the rotation Adam had drawn a blank in the middle of presenting a case, and Dr Norton had never let him forget it. Consequently, Adam had postponed his major case presentation until the end of this rotation, hoping that he’d grow more confident with time. He did, but not a lot. It was going to be tough and that was why he’d gotten up before the sun. He wanted to go over the material yet again.

Clearing his throat and trying to shut out the bustling noise of a New York morning, Adam began his presentation once again. He spoke out loud, pretending he was standing in front of Dr Norton.

Jennifer would have slept until ten if it hadn’t been for two things: one, she had a doctor’s appointment at nine, and two, by seven-fifteen the temperature in the bedroom had climbed to a tropical level. Perspiring, she kicked off the covers and lay still for a moment until the shock of yesterday’s discovery had again settled in. Yesterday – after a month of trying to deny the possibility – Jennifer had finally gone out and bought a home pregnancy test. Not only had she missed two periods, she had developed morning sickness. It was the nausea more than anything else that had driven her to buy the test. She did not want to upset Adam, who had been irritable and tense for the last few months, until she was absolutely sure. The home pregnancy test had been positive, and today she was seeing her gynecologist.

Carefully she got out of bed, wondering if anyone realized that dancers, despite their limber grace on stage, were always stiff and sore in the morning. Stretching out her leg muscles, she felt the panic wash over her, obliterating the nausea.

‘Oh, God,’ she moaned to herself. If she really was pregnant, how would they manage? The money she earned from the Jason Conrad Dancers was their only income, except for the money her mother sneaked to her behind her dad’s and Adam’s backs. How would they ever support a baby? Well, maybe the test was wrong. She was using an IUD, which was supposed to be the most effective contraceptive device next to the pill. At least Dr Vandermer would end the suspense. Jennifer knew that it was only because Adam was a medical student that the doctor had agreed to fit her into his crowded schedule.

She turned to glance at the Sony clock radio her mother had given her. She hadn’t told Adam about the gift because Adam had become touchy over her parents’ generosity, or, as he termed it, their interference. Jennifer suspected this had become a sore spot with Adam only because of his own father’s stinginess. It was no secret to Jennifer that Dr David Schonberg had been so set against Adam’s marrying her that when Adam had willfully gone ahead and done it, he’d been essentially disinherited. In one way Jennifer thought that she’d get a bit of pleasure knowing how mad the old doctor would be if she really was pregnant. Reluctantly, pulling her stiff joints into a steady position, she brushed out her lustrous long brown hair and carefully checked her face in the mirror to make sure its attractive oval planes and clear blue eyes did not reveal her anxiety. No need to upset Adam before she had to.

Forcing a cheerful smile, she sallied into the living room where Adam was going over his speech for the tenth time.

‘Isn’t talking to oneself the first sign of dementia?’ teased Jennifer.

‘Clever!’ acknowledged Adam. ‘Especially since I didn’t think Sleeping Beauty could cogitate before noon.’

‘How are you doing with the presentation?’ she asked, putting her arms around him and turning her face up for a kiss.

‘I got it down to the required fifteen minutes. That’s about all I can say.’ He bent and kissed her.

‘Oh, Adam. You’ll do just fine. I tell you what: Why don’t you give the presentation to me?’ She poured some coffee and then took a seat in the living room. ‘What disease does the patient have?’

‘Tardive dyskinesia is the current diagnosis.’

‘What on earth is that?’ asked Jennifer.

‘It’s a neurological disorder involving all sorts of involuntary movements. It’s associated with certain drugs given for psychiatric problems . . .’

Jennifer nodded, trying to appear interested, but Adam was only a minute into his speech when her attention turned back to her possible pregnancy.




CHAPTER 2

Dr Clark Vandermer’s office was just off Park Avenue on Thirty-sixth Street. Jennifer got there by taking the Lexington Avenue subway to Thirty-third Street and walking north. The building was a large apartment house complete with awning and liveried doorman. Entrance to the professional suites was to the right of the building’s main entrance. As Jennifer opened the front door, the slight smell of medical alcohol made her flinch. She had never enjoyed going to the gynecologist, and the idea that she might be pregnant made this particular visit especially upsetting.

Jennifer walked down a carpeted hallway, reading the names painted with gold leaf on the doors. She passed the entrances to the offices of two dentists and a pediatrician, and came to a door on which was written ‘GYN Associates.’ Below this was a list of names. The second name was Dr Clark Vandermer’s.

Jennifer took off the coat that she’d purchased secondhand in Soho for thirty-five dollars and draped it over her arm. Under the coat she was dressed quite well in a smart Calvin Klein shirtdress that her mother had recently bought for her at Bloomingdale’s.

As she opened the door, Jennifer remembered the office from her previous visits. On the wall opposite the entrance was a sliding glass panel beyond which sat the receptionist.

There were a number of women in the waiting room. Jennifer didn’t count but there had to be more than twelve. All were well dressed and most were either reading or doing needlepoint.

After checking in with the receptionist, who admitted that she had no idea how long the wait would be, Jennifer found a seat near the window. She picked up a recent copy of The New Yorker from the coffee table and tried to read, but all she could do was worry about Adam’s reaction if she were really pregnant.

It was two hours and fifteen minutes before Jennifer was finally called. She followed the nurse to an examining room.

‘Take off all your clothes and put this on,’ the woman said, handing Jennifer a paper cover-up. ‘I’ll be back and then the doctor will be in.’

Before Jennifer could ask any questions, the nurse was gone and the door closed.

The room was about ten feet square with a curtained window at one end, a second door to the right, and bare walls. The furniture included a scale, a wastepaper basket which was full to overflowing, an examination table with stirrups, an open locker, and a sink. It was hardly cozy, and Jennifer remembered that Dr Vandermer was brusque to the point of rudeness. Adam had sent her to him because he was supposed to be the best, but ‘best’ did not seem to include an evaluation of bedside manner.

Not knowing how soon the nurse would be back, Jennifer hurried. She deposited her large coat and bag on the floor and used the locker for her clothes. Once naked, she tried to figure out the cover-up. She couldn’t tell if it should go on with the opening in the front or the back. She opted for the front. Then she tried to decide what she should do with herself. Should she lie down on the examination table or just stand? Her feet were getting cold from the tile floor. She lifted herself onto the examination table and sat on the edge.

A moment later the nurse returned in a rush.

‘I’m so sorry for the long wait,’ she said in a pleasant but harried tone. ‘We seem to be getting busier and busier. Must be a new baby boom.’ She quickly began checking Jennifer’s weight and blood pressure and then sent her to the bathroom for a urine specimen. When Jennifer returned, Dr Vandermer was waiting.

Jennifer had always been leery of handsome gynecologists, and Dr Vandermer evoked that old reservation. He looked more like an actor playing a role than a real doctor. He was tall with dark hair silvering on his temples. His face was square with a sharp chin line and a straight mouth. He wore a pair of reading glasses on the end of his nose and looked over them at Jennifer.

‘Good morning,’ he said in a voice that did not invite conversation. His blue eyes swept over her, then her chart. The nurse shut the door behind them and then busied herself with the contents of a stainless-steel pan by the sink.

‘Ah, yes. You’re Mrs Schonberg, the wife of Adam Schonberg the third-year medical student,’ Dr Vandermer said.

Jennifer didn’t know if it were a statement or a question, but she nodded and said that she was Adam’s wife.

‘I wouldn’t think this was a good time for you to be having a baby, Mrs Schonberg,’ said Dr Vandermer.

Jennifer was shocked. If she hadn’t been naked and vulnerable, she would have been angry. Instead she felt defensive.

‘I hope I’m not pregnant,’ said Jennifer. ‘That’s why you put in an IUD a year ago.’

‘What happened to the IUD?’ asked Dr Vandermer.

‘I think it’s still there,’ said Jennifer.

‘What do you mean you think it is still there?’ questioned Dr Vandermer. ‘You don’t know?’

‘I checked just this morning. The strings are there.’

Shaking his head, Dr Vandermer indicated to Jennifer that he thought her less than responsible. He leaned over and quickly wrote something on the chart. Then he raised his eyes, took off his reading glasses. ‘On the history you filled out a year ago you indicated that you had a brother who’d only lived for several weeks.’

‘That’s right,’ said Jennifer. ‘He was a mongoloid baby.’

‘How old was your mother at the time?’ asked Dr Vandermer.

‘I think she was around thirty-six,’ said Jennifer.

‘That’s something you should know about,’ said Dr Vandermer with thinly veiled exasperation. ‘Find out for sure. I want that information on the chart.’

Putting down his pen, Vandermer took out his stethoscope and gave Jennifer a rapid but thorough physical examination, peering into her eyes and ears and listening to her chest and heart. He tapped her knees and ankles, scratched the bottoms of her feet, and inspected every inch of her body. He worked in total silence. Jennifer felt as if she were a piece of meat in the hands of a very competent butcher. She knew Dr Vandermer was good, but she could have used some warmth.

When he finished, the doctor sat down and quickly wrote his findings on the chart. Then he asked Jennifer about her menstrual history and the date of her last period. Before she could ask any questions he motioned her into a prone position and began the pelvic.

‘Just relax now,’ said Dr Vandermer, finally remembering that his patient was probably anxious. Jennifer felt an object enter her. It was done smoothly and expertly. There was no pain, just an unpleasant fullness. She could hear Dr Vandermer speak with the nurse. She heard the door open and saw the nurse leave.

Dr Vandermer stood up so that Jennifer could see him. ‘The IUD is still in place, but it looks like it is low. I think it should be removed.’

‘Is that difficult?’ asked Jennifer.

‘Very simple,’ said Dr Vandermer. ‘Nancy went to get me an instrument. It will only take a second.’

Nancy returned with something that Jennifer could not see. She felt a fleeting twinge of pain. Dr Vandermer stood up holding a coil of plastic in his gloved hand.

‘You definitely are pregnant,’ he said, sitting down at the desk and writing anew on the chart.

Jennifer experienced a rush of panic similar to the one she had felt the moment she saw that the home pregnancy test was positive.

‘Are you sure?’ she managed with a quivering voice.

Dr Vandermer did not look up. ‘We’ll confirm it by laboratory tests, but I’m sure.’

Nancy finished writing labels on the specimen tubes and came around to help Jennifer remove her feet from the stirrups. Jennifer swung around so that she was sitting on the side of the examination table.

‘Is everything all right?’ she asked.

‘Everything is perfectly normal,’ assured Dr Vandermer. He completed the chart, then spun around to face her. His expression was as neutral as when he’d first entered.

‘Can you give me some idea of what to expect?’ asked Jennifer. She folded her hands to steady them and put them on her lap.

‘Of course. Nancy Guenther will be your nurse practitioner,’ Dr Vandermer said, nodding at the nurse. ‘She’ll go over things like that with you. I’ll be seeing you for routine visits monthly for the first six months, then every two weeks until the last month. Then weekly unless there’s a complication.’ Dr Vandermer got up and prepared to leave.

‘Will I be seeing you each time I come?’ asked Jennifer.

‘Generally,’ said Dr Vandermer. ‘Occasionally I might have a delivery. Then you would be seen by one of my associates or Nancy. In either case they would report directly to me. Any other questions?’

Jennifer had so many questions she didn’t know where to begin. She felt like her life was coming apart at the seams. She also had the feeling that Dr Vandermer wanted to leave now that the exam was over. ‘What about when it comes time for my delivery?’ she asked. ‘I don’t mind seeing someone else for a routine visit, but when it comes to delivery I feel differently. You’re not planning a vacation around my due date, are you?’

‘Mrs Schonberg,’ began Dr Vandermer, ‘I haven’t taken a vacation in five years. I go to an occasional medical meeting and I’m planning to lecture at a cruise seminar in a couple of months. But that certainly will not conflict with your due date. Now if you have no more questions, I’ll turn you over to Nancy.’

‘Just one more thing,’ said Jennifer. ‘You asked about my brother. Do you think it is significant that my mother gave birth to a defective child? Does it mean I might do the same?’

‘I sincerely doubt it,’ said Dr Vandermer, edging toward the door. ‘Leave the name of your mother’s doctor with Nancy and we’ll call and find out the details. Meanwhile, I plan to do a simple chromosomal study on you. But I don’t think there is anything to worry about.’

‘What about an amniocentesis?’ asked Jennifer.

‘At this point I don’t think there is any need for such a procedure, and even if there were, it couldn’t be done before your sixteenth week. Now if you’ll excuse me, we’ll see you in a month.’

‘What about an abortion?’ asked Jennifer anxiously. She didn’t want Dr Vandermer to leave. ‘If we decide not to have this child, is it difficult to arrange for an abortion?’

Dr Vandermer, who’d had a hand on the door, stepped back in front of Jennifer, towering over her. ‘If you are interested in an abortion, I think that you are seeing the wrong doctor.’

‘I’m not saying that I want one,’ said Jennifer, cowering beneath his glare. ‘It’s just that this isn’t a good time for me to be pregnant, as you said yourself. I haven’t told Adam yet and I don’t know what his reaction will be. We depend on my income.’

‘I don’t do abortions unless there’s a medical reason for it,’ said Dr Vandermer.

Jennifer nodded. The man obviously felt strongly about the issue. To change the subect she asked, ‘What about my working? I’m a dancer. How long will I be able to continue to work?’

‘Nancy will discuss such questions with you,’ said Dr Vandermer, glancing at his watch. ‘She knows more about that kind of stuff than I do. Now, if there is nothing else . . .’ Dr Vandermer moved away from the examination table.

‘There is one thing,’ said Jennifer. ‘I’ve been nauseous in the morning. Is that normal?’

‘Yes,’ said Dr Vandermer, opening the door to the corridor. ‘Such nausea is present in at least fifty percent of pregnancies. Nancy will give you some suggestions on handling it by altering your diet.’

‘Isn’t there something I could take?’ asked Jennifer.

‘I don’t believe in using medication for morning sickness unless it’s interfering with the mother’s nutrition. Now if you’ll excuse me, I’ll see you in a month.’

Before Jennifer could say another word, Dr Vandermer was out of the door. He closed it behind him, leaving Jennifer with Nancy.

‘Diet is a very important part of pregnancy,’ said Nancy, handing Jennifer several sheets of printed material.

Jennifer sighed and let her eyes drop from the closed door to the sheet of paper in her hands. Her mind was a whirl of conflicting thoughts and emotions.




CHAPTER 3

Adam turned west on Twelfth Street, heading directly into the 	wind and rain. It was pitch dark already, despite the fact 	that it was just seven-thirty. Only a half block to go. He had an umbrella, but it was in sad shape and he had to wrestle with it to keep the wind from inverting it. He was cold and damp, but worse, he was exhausted, mentally and physically. The all-important presentation had not gone well. Dr Norton had stopped him not once but twice for grammatical errors, interrupting Adam’s train of thought. Consequently, Adam had left out an important part of the case history. At the end Dr Norton had merely nodded and asked the chief resident about another patient.

Then, to round out the day, Adam had been called down to the emergency room because it was under-staffed and had been given a job of pumping out the stomach of a young attempted suicide. Inexperienced in such a procedure, Adam had made the girl vomit, and he’d caught it smack in the chest. And if that weren’t bad enough, fifteen minutes before he was to be off duty, he got a complicated admission: a fifty-two-year-old man with pancreatitis. That was the reason he was so late coming home.

Passing the alley that communicated with the scenic airshaft outside their apartment, Adam saw the assortment of trash cans that the sanitation department noisily emptied three mornings a week. Today the cans were full to overflowing, and a couple of scrawny alley cats had braved the rain to investigate.

Adam backed through the front door to their building and closed the worthless umbrella. For a moment he stood in the ancient foyer and dripped onto the tiled floor. Then he unlocked the inner door and began mounting the three flights of stairs to their apartment.

To announce his arrival he pressed the doorbell as he pushed the key into the first of several locks. They’d been broken into twice during the year and a half they’d lived there. Nothing had been stolen, though. The thieves probably realized they’d made a mistake as soon as they saw the beat-up furniture.

‘Jen!’ called Adam as he opened the door.

‘I’m in the kitchen. I’ll be out in a second.’

Adam raised his eyebrows. Since his hospital hours were so irregular, Jennifer usually waited until he was home to start dinner. Sniffing the savory aroma, he went into the bedroom and took off his jacket. When he walked back to the living room, Jennifer was waiting. Adam gasped. At first it appeared that she was only wearing an eyelet apron. Naked legs stretched from the bottom of the apron to high-heeled mules. Her hair was brushed straight but held back from her face with combs. Her oval face seemed to be illuminated from within.

Lifting her arms and positioning her fingers as if dancing a classical ballet, Jennifer slowly revolved. As she turned, Adam saw that under the apron she was wearing a lavender teddy edged in lace.

Adam smiled. Eagerly he reached out to lift the front edge of the apron.

‘Oh, no!’ teased Jennifer, avoiding his grasp. ‘Not so fast.’

‘What’s going on?’ laughed Adam.

‘I’m practicing to be the Total Woman,’ quipped Jennifer.

‘Where in heaven’s name did you get that . . . thing?’

‘This thing is called a teddy.’ Jennifer lifted the front of the apron and pirouetted again. ‘I bought it at Bonwit’s this afternoon.’

‘What on earth for?’ asked Adam, wondering how much it cost in spite of himself. He didn’t want to deny Jennifer something she wanted, but they had to be careful on their budget.

Jennifer stopped dancing. ‘I bought it because I always want to be attractive and sexy for you.’

‘If you were any more attractive and sexy for me I’d never get through medical school. You don’t have to dress up in frilly stuff to turn me on. You’re plenty sexy the way you are.’

‘You don’t like it.’ Jennifer’s face clouded over.

‘I like it,’ Adam stammered. ‘It’s just that you don’t need it.’

‘Do you really like it?’ asked Jennifer.

Adam knew he was on thin ice. ‘I love it. You look like you belong in Playboy. No, Penthouse.’

Jennifer’s face brightened. ‘Perfect! I wanted it to be right on the border between sexy and raunchy. Now, I want you to march right back into the bathroom and take a shower. When you come out, we’ll have a dinner that I hope will make you feel like a king. Go!’

Jennifer forcibly propelled Adam back into the bedroom. Before he could say anything, she shut the door in his face.

When he was finished showering, he discovered that the living room had been transformed. The card table had been brought from the kitchen and laid for dinner. Two empty wine bottles with candles stuck in them provided the only light. The silverware sparkled. They only had two place settings. Each had been a present from Jennifer’s parents, one on their wedding day, the other on their first anniversary. They rarely used them, leaving the pieces wrapped in tinfoil and hidden in the freezer compartment.

Adam walked over to the kitchen and leaned against the door. Jennifer was working feverishly, in spite of the handicap afforded by her high-heeled slippers. Adam had to smile. This woman tottering around his kitchen did not look like the Jennifer he knew. If she noticed him, she gave no indication.

Adam cleared his throat. ‘Jennifer, I’d like to know what’s going on.’

Jennifer didn’t respond. Instead she uncovered a pot and stirred the contents. Adam could see from the spoon when she placed it on the counter that it was wild rice. Adam wondered how much that cost. Then he spotted the roast duck cooling on the carving board.

‘Jennifer!’ called Adam a bit more forcibly.

Jennifer turned around and thrust a wine bottle and corkscrew into Adam’s arms. He was forced to grab both lest they fall to the floor. ‘I’m making dinner,’ she said simply. ‘If you want to make yourself useful, open the wine.’

Stunned, Adam carried the bottle into the living room and pulled out the cork. He poured a little wine into a glass, and held it up to the candlelight. It was a deep, rich ruby color. Before he could taste it, Jennifer called him into the kitchen.

‘I need a surgeon in here,’ she said, handing him a large knife.

‘What am I supposed to do with this?’ he asked.

‘Cut the duck in half.’

Adam tried a few tentative thrusts with little success. Finally, he put all his strength behind the blow and sliced the duck in two.

‘Now how about telling me what this is all about.’

‘I just want you to relax and enjoy a good dinner.’

‘Is there an ulterior motive for all this?’

‘Well, I do have something to tell you, but I’m not going to do so until after we have this feast.’

And feast it was. Although the snow peas were slightly overdone and the wild rice slightly underdone, the duck was sensational and so was the wine. As the meal progressed, Adam found himself growing sleepy. Jerking himself awake, he fastened his attention on his wife. Jennifer looked extraordinarily beautiful in the candlelight. She’d removed the eyelet apron and was now clothed only in the provocatively sheer lavender teddy. Her image blurred in Adam’s mind, and for a brief moment he fell asleep sitting at the card table.

‘Are you all right?’ asked Jennifer, who was just beginning to describe the home pregnancy test.

‘I’m fine,’ said Adam, unwilling to admit he’d been asleep.

‘So,’ continued Jennifer, ‘I followed the directions. And guess what?’

‘What?’

‘It was positive.’

‘What was positive?’ Adam knew that he must have missed some key phrase.

‘Adam, haven’t you been listening to me?’

‘Of course I’ve been listening. I guess my mind wandered for a moment. I’m sorry. Maybe you’d better start again.’

‘Adam, I’m trying to tell you that I am pregnant. Yesterday I did one of those home pregnancy tests and this morning I went to Dr Vandermer.’

For a minute Adam was too shocked to speak.

‘You’re kidding,’ he said at last.

‘I’m not kidding,’ said Jennifer, meeting his eyes. She could feel her heart beating out a rapid rhythm. Involuntarily she’d clenched her hands into fists.

‘You’re not kidding?’ said Adam, uncertain whether he was about to laugh or cry. ‘You’re serious?’

‘I’m serious. Believe me, I’m serious.’ Jennifer’s voice shook. She’d hoped that Adam would be happy, at least at first. Later they could deal with the host of problems the pregnancy would bring. Jennifer got up, walked around to Adam, and put her hands on his shoulders.

‘Honey, I love you very much.’

‘I love you, too, Jennifer,’ said Adam. ‘But that is not the issue.’ He stood up, shrugging off her hands.

‘I think it is the issue,’ said Jennifer, watching him move away. More than anything she wanted to be held and reassured that everything was going to be all right.

‘What about your IUD?’ asked Adam.

‘It didn’t work. I guess we should think of this baby as some sort of miracle.’ Jennifer forced herself to smile.

Adam began to pace the small room. A baby! How could they have a baby? They were just barely keeping their heads above water as it was. They were already close to twenty thousand dollars in debt.

Jennifer watched Adam silently. From the moment she’d left Dr Vandermer’s office she had feared Adam’s reaction. That was why she had dreamed up the idea of the celebration dinner. But now that the meal was over she was left with the reality that she was pregnant and her husband was not very pleased.

‘You always wanted to have children,’ she said plaintively.

Stopping in the middle of the threadbare carpet, Adam looked at his wife. ‘Whether I want to have children is also not the issue. Of course I want children, but not now. I mean, how are we going to live? You’ll have to stop dancing immediately, right?’

‘Soon,’ admitted Jennifer.

‘Well, there you have it! What are we going to do for money? It’s not as if I can get a newspaper route after school. Oh God, what a mess. I don’t believe it.’

‘There’s always my family,’ said Jennifer, fighting back tears.

Adam looked up. His lips had narrowed.

Jennifer saw his expression and quickly added, ‘I know how you have felt about accepting support from my family, but if we have a child it will be different. I know they would adore helping us.’

‘Oh, sure!’ said Adam sarcastically.

‘Really,’ said Jennifer. ‘I went home this afternoon and spoke to them. My father said that we are welcome to come and live in their house in Englewood. Goodness knows, it’s big enough. Then as soon as I can get back to dancing or you start your residency, we can move out.’

Adam closed his eyes and hit the top of his head with a closed fist. ‘I don’t believe this is happening.’

‘My mother will enjoy having us,’ added Jennifer. ‘Because of the baby she lost, she’s particularly concerned about me.’

‘There’s no connection,’ snapped Adam. ‘She had a Down’s baby because she was well into her thirties.’

‘She knows. It’s just the way she feels. Oh, Adam! It wouldn’t be so bad. We’ll have plenty of space, and you could use the attic room as a study.’

‘No!’ shouted Adam. ‘Thank you very much but we are not accepting charity from your parents. They already interfere in our life too much. Everything in this goddam dump is from your parents,’ he said, gesturing around the room.

In the midst of her anxiety Jennifer felt anger stirring. At times Adam could be so frustratingly obstinate, and certainly less than grateful. Right from the beginning of their relationship his rejection of her parents’ generosity had been out of proportion. She’d gone along with it to a point, recognizing his special sensitivities, but now that she was pregnant it seemed unreasonably self-centered.

‘My parents have not been interfering. I think it is time for you to control your pride or whatever it is that gets you so angry anytime my parents try to help us. The fact of the matter is we need help.’

‘You can call it what you will. I call it interfering. And I don’t want it, today, tomorrow, ever! We’re on our own and we’ll handle this by ourselves.’

‘OK,’ said Jennifer. ‘If you can’t accept help from my family, then ask your father for help. It’s about time he did something.’

Adam stopped pacing and stared at Jennifer. ‘I’ll get a job,’ he said softly.

‘How can you get a job?’ asked Jennifer. ‘Every second you’re awake you’re either studying or at the hospital.’

‘I’ll take leave from school,’ said Adam.

Jennifer’s mouth dropped open. ‘You can’t leave school. I’ll get another job.’

‘Sure,’ said Adam. ‘What kind of job? Cocktail waitress? Be serious, Jennifer. I don’t want you working while you’re pregnant.’

‘Then I’ll get an abortion,’ said Jennifer defiantly.

Adam wheeled around so that he was facing his wife. Slowly he raised his hand and pointed his index finger at her nose. ‘You’re not going to get an abortion. I don’t even want to hear that word.’

‘Then go to your father,’ said Jennifer.

Adam clenched his teeth. ‘We wouldn’t have to go to anybody if you just didn’t get yourself pregnant.’

The tears that Jennifer had been holding back all day ran down her cheeks. ‘It takes two, you know. I didn’t do this by myself,’ she said, and broke into sobs.

‘You told me not to worry about babies,’ snapped Adam, ignoring her tears. ‘You said that was your department. You did a great job!’

Jennifer didn’t even try to answer. Choking, she ran into the bedroom and slammed the door.

For a moment Adam stared after her. He felt sick. His mouth was dry from all the wine he’d drunk. He looked at the cluttered table with the remains of their dinner spread out in front of him. He didn’t have to look into the kitchen. He already knew what condition it was in. The apartment was a mess, and it seemed frighteningly symbolic of his life.




CHAPTER 4

Dr Lawrence Foley pulled into his long winding driveway. The rambling stone mansion was still out of sight when he pressed the button that opened the garage door. Rounding the final group of elms, he could see the towers silhouetted against the night sky. The neo-Gothic castle in Greenwich had been built in the early twenties by an eccentric millionaire who’d lost everything in the crash of 1929 and blown his brains out with an elephant gun.

Laura Foley was in the upstairs sitting room when she heard the Jaguar enter the garage. At her feet, Ginger, their apricot toy poodle, lifted his head and growled as if he were a guard dog. Tossing aside the book she was reading, she looked up at the clock. It was quarter to ten and she was furious. She’d made dinner for eight o’clock, but Larry had never bothered to call to say he was going to be late. It was the sixth time he’d done that this month. If she’d told him once, she’d told him a hundred times to call. That was all she asked. She knew doctors had emergencies, but phoning only took a minute.

Sitting on the couch, Laura contemplated what she should do. She could stay where she was and let Larry fend for himself in the kitchen, though she’d tried that before with no results. Until recently, her husband had been sensitive to her moods. But for some reason, ever since he’d come back from his medical meeting four months ago, he’d been generally cold and inconsiderate.

Noises drifted up the back stairs from the kitchen, suggesting that Larry was already making himself something to eat. Not bothering to come and say hello added insult to injury. Laura lifted her legs off the hassock, wiggled her toes into her sandals, and stood up. Walking over to a gilt frame mirror, she peered at herself. For fifty-six she looked pretty darn good. But over the last eight weeks Larry had shown absolutely no sexual interest in her. Could that be the reason for his new burst of professional enthusiasm? It had taken Larry and Clark Vandermer twenty years to build their practice to the point where they could concentrate on gynecology rather than obstetrics. And then Larry had thrown it all away. After coming back from that medical meeting, he’d calmly announced that he’d quit GYN Associates and had accepted a salaried position at the Julian Clinic. At the time Laura had been so stupefied that she’d been unable to respond. And since joining the Julian Clinic, Larry had been taking on more obstetrical cases, even though he got the same salary no matter how hard he worked.

A crash interrupted Laura’s thoughts. That was another problem. Larry had become clumsy of late, as well as having lapses of attention. Laura wondered if he were on the verge of some sort of breakdown.

Deciding that it was time to confront her husband, Laura straightened her robe and started down the back stairs. Ginger followed at her heels.

She found Larry at the kitchen counter, eating a large sandwich and reading a medical journal. He’d taken off his jacket and had thrown it over the back of a chair. When he heard her enter, he looked up. His face had that curious slackness it had developed in recent weeks.

‘Hello, dear,’ he said in a flat tone.

Laura stood at the foot of the stairs, allowing her anger to build. Her husband looked at her for a moment, then went back to his journal.

‘Why didn’t you call?’ snapped Laura, infuriated by his attempt to ignore her.

Larry raised his head slowly and turned to face his wife. He didn’t speak.

‘I asked you a question,’ said Laura. ‘I deserve an answer. I’ve asked you a dozen times to call me if you are going to be late.’

Larry didn’t move.

‘Did you hear me?’ Laura stepped closer and looked into her husband’s eyes. The pupils were large, and he seemed to be looking right through her.

‘Hey,’ said Laura, waving her hand in front of his face. ‘Remember me? I’m your wife.’

Larry’s pupils constricted and he blinked as if he had just noticed her.

‘I’m sorry I didn’t call,’ he said. ‘We decided to open an evening clinic for the neighborhood around the Julian and the response was better than we’d anticipated.’

‘Larry, what is wrong with you? You mean to tell me that you stayed until after nine o’clock to man a free clinic?’

‘Nothing is wrong with me. I feel fine. I enjoyed myself. I picked up three cases of unsuspected VD.’

‘Wonderful,’ said Laura, throwing up her hands and sitting down in one of the kitchen chairs. She stared at Larry and took an exasperated breath. ‘We have to talk. Something weird is going on. Either you are going crazy or I am.’

‘I feel fine,’ said Larry.

‘You might feel fine, but you are acting like a different person. You seem tired all the time, as if you hadn’t slept in weeks. This whole idea of giving up your practice is insane. I’m sorry, but it is crazy to give up what has taken you a lifetime to build.’

‘I’m tired of fee-for-service private practice,’ said Larry. ‘The Julian Clinic is more exciting and I’m able to help more people.’

‘That’s all well and good,’ said Laura, ‘but the problem is that you have a family. You have a son and daughter in college and a daughter in medical school. I don’t have to tell you how much their tuition is. And keeping up this ridiculous house that you insisted on buying ten years ago costs a fortune. We don’t need thirty rooms, particularly now that the children are gone. The salary






































﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿MANNER OF DEATH

ROBIN COOK

A terrifying medical thriller from New York Times bestseller Robin Cook.

Reeling from a devastating encounter that nearly ended his life, Jack Stapleton is still in recovery leaving his wife Laurie Montgomery, New York’s chief medical examiner, to manage a difficult situation at home and an even tougher one at work.

When a young man appears on the medical examiner’s table, an apparent death by suicide, Laurie is compelled to try and understand what happened. The autopsy reveals the disturbing possibility that foul play was involved, and provides many more questions than answers.

Ignoring her own professional rules, Laurie personally investigates who might want Ryan dead and why. So begins a descent into a dangerous world filled with ruthless individuals who will do anything to protect their business interests, and that might just cost Laurie her life . . .
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﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿NIGHT SHIFT

ROBIN COOK

Night Shift is a hair-raising medical thriller from New York Times bestseller Robin Cook.

Juggling intense work with family pressures, Jack Stapleton and Laurie Montgomery are married doctors with hectic schedules. The last thing they need on their plates is a murder.

When Laurie’s long-time friend Dr. Sue Passero dies mysteriously in a hospital car park, an autopsy is required. It falls squarely under Laurie’s remit as newly-appointed chief medical examiner but, when Laurie asks Jack to take special care with the examination, he can hardly refuse.

As he looks more closely into the case, Jack senses foul play around Sue’s sudden death. He sets out to investigate on-site at Manhattan Memorial Hospital, even if it means defying the rules.

What starts as an inquiry soon becomes a deadly game of cat-and-mouse – between Jack Stapleton and a deranged killer, ready to strike again . . .

OUT NOW




﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿VIRAL

ROBIN COOK

An electrifying medical thriller from New York Times bestseller Robin Cook.

Brian Murphy and his family are enjoying a relaxing summer vacation when his wife, Emma, comes down with mild flu-like symptoms. Their leisurely return home to New York City quickly turns into a race to the ER when her condition dramatically deteriorates. At the hospital, she is diagnosed with eastern equine encephalitis, a rare and highly lethal mosquito-borne viral disease caught during one of their evening cookouts. Worse still, Brian and Emma’s young daughter exhibits alarming signs of the same illness.

An already harrowing hospital stay turns even more fraught when Brian receives a staggering hospital bill that his insurer refuses to pay out on, citing dubious clauses in his policy. Forced to choose between the health of his family and bills he can’t afford, and furious at both an indifferent healthcare system and the lack of public awareness about a virus that poses a growing threat, Brian vows to seek justice.

As he uncovers the dark side of a historically ruthless industry that preys on the sick and defenceless, it becomes clear he must take his revenge against those responsible by whatever means necessary . . .

OUT NOW




﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿GENESIS

ROBIN COOK

An unforgettable medical thriller from the New York Times bestselling author Robin Cook.

When the body of social worker Kera Jacobsen shows up on Chief Medical Examiner Laurie Montgomery’s autopsy table, it appears at first that she was the victim of a tragic drug overdose. But for Laurie and her new pathology resident, the brilliant but outspoken Dr. Aria Nichols, further investigation reveals an alarming discovery. The young woman was ten weeks pregnant when she died, but nobody seems to know who the father was – or whether he holds the key to Kera’s final moments alive.

While Laurie faces a personal crisis with the support of her husband, forensic pathologist Jack Stapleton, the impulsive Aria investigates a controversial new technique to progress the case: using DNA databases to track down those who don’t want to be found. Working with experts at a genealogy website based in New York, she plans to trace the foetus’s DNA in the hopes of identifying the mystery father.

After Kera’s closest friend is found murdered days later, the need for answers becomes critical. Because someone out there clearly doesn’t want Kera’s secrets to come to light and if Aria gets any closer to the truth, she and Laurie face becoming targets for a ruthless killer.

OUT NOW




﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿PANDEMIC

ROBIN COOK

Pandemic is an explosive medical thriller about a deadly virus, from New York Times bestselling author Robin Cook.

In New York City, a young, seemingly healthy woman is struck down by a respiratory attack as she heads home on the subway. By the time she arrives in Manhattan, she’s dead. She ends up on forensic pathologist Jack Stapleton’s autopsy table, which reveals surprising findings about the cause of death.

Fearing the woman’s case could be the first in a severe outbreak of a deadly airborne virus, Jack works in overdrive for a diagnosis. As the inconclusive tests come back, Jack urges his wife, Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Laurie Montgomery, to sound the alarm at the mayor’s office, concerned that more cases may follow.

When further cases do occur around the city, and then in Los Angeles, London and Rome, Jack enters a race against time to discover the link that connects all the victims before it’s too late . . .

OUT NOW
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