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​Prologue
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Welcome to "The Stock Market from A to See," this is just part of my journey to unravel the enigmatic world of the stock market. As a retired technology instructor, I have always harbored a passion for continuous learning. This, coupled with my innate desire to share knowledge, has culminated in the creation of this enlightening guide.

My curiosity led him to dig into the intricate world of the stock market. My exploration, full of discoveries and insights, has been meticulously chronicled in this book. By distilling complex concepts into easy-to-understand narratives, my aim is to democratize the knowledge of the stock market.

"The Stock Market from A to See", now in this renewed 2nd Edition, is more than just a book—it's a beacon of hope. I believe that by equipping readers with an understanding of the stock market's ins and outs, I can empower you to take charge of your financial destiny. I envision this book reaching thousands of readers, providing them with the tools they need to navigate the intricate labyrinth of stock market investing.

Away from the world of finance and education, I lead a fulfilling life in Pennsylvania, in the United States of America. He's a devoted family man, blessed with a loving wife, three children, six grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. His family is my rock, providing me with endless joy and inspiration.

In "The Stock Market from A to See," you will embark on an exciting voyage of discovery. This book is a treasure trove of knowledge, offering valuable insights and strategies to both novice investors and seasoned traders. As you flip through its pages, you'll find a roadmap designed to guide you through the twists and turns of the stock market.

So, sit back, enjoy this book, and let me illuminate your path to understanding the intriguing world of the stock market. Welcome to "The Stock Market from A to See" – your quest to financial empowerment starts here.
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​Chapter 1
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​Math: The Genesis of it All

The development of mathematics through the ages forms the foundation of today's stock market.

However, there isn't a single person or culture that can be credited with the "first shot" in the development of mathematics, as it was a collective effort that evolved independently in different parts of the world. 

Several key civilizations and individuals played crucial roles in the early development of mathematics:

​Ancient Mesopotamia (Sumerians and Babylonians)


●  Around 3000 BCE

●  Contributions: The Sumerians, and later the Babylonians, developed early forms of arithmetic, including basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. They also developed a base-60 number system, which is the reason we have 60 minutes in an hour and 360 degrees in a circle today. The Babylonians also worked on early forms of geometry, particularly in measuring land areas and in their astronomical calculations.


​Antique Egypt


●  Around 3000 BCE

●  Contributions: The Egyptians developed practical geometry for surveying land, especially after the flooding of the Nile River. They used this geometry to build their famous pyramids and other architectural marvels. The Rhind Mathematical Papyrus (around 1650 BCE) is one of the earliest documents that show the use of geometry and arithmetic in Egypt.


​India


●  Timeline: 3000 BCE

●  Contributions: The Indus Valley Civilization had knowledge of arithmetic and geometry, as seen in their advanced city planning, which included precise measurements and grid patterns. Later, Indian mathematicians made significant contributions to mathematics, including the development of the concept of zero and decimal place value.


​China


●  2000 BCE

●  Contributions: The Chinese developed early mathematical concepts, including arithmetic and geometry, which were used in construction, astronomy, and administration. The Zhoubi Suanjing and the Nine Chapters on Mathematical Art are ancient Chinese texts that reflect advanced mathematical understanding, including the use of geometry.


​Early Greece


●  600 BCE

●  Contributions: While earlier civilizations developed practical mathematics, the Greeks were among the first to approach mathematics systematically and theoretically.

○  Thales of Miletus: Often credited with founding Greek mathematics, Thales is known for using geometry to solve problems like the height of pyramids and the distance of ships from the shore.

○  Pythagoras: Known for the Pythagorean theorem, Pythagoras and his followers contributed significantly to the development of number theory and geometry.

○  Euclid: Known as the "Father of Geometry," Euclid's work "Elements" is one of the most influential mathematical texts of all time and laid the foundation for modern geometry.

○  Archimedes: Archimedes' work in calculus and the concept of infinity has applications in financial modeling, particularly in the analysis of complex derivatives and options.


PHILOSOPHICAL AND LOGICAL Reasoning 

The ancient Greeks were also pioneers in logical reasoning and philosophy. This tradition of logical thinking is crucial in the development of economic theories and financial models. 

The stock market relies heavily on logical analysis, probability, and statistics, all of which have roots in the logical and mathematical traditions of ancient Greece.

Probability and Risk: Although the concept of probability was formally developed much later, the Greeks' exploration of logic and chance can be seen as an early precursor to the probabilistic models used in the stock market today, such as in risk assessment and portfolio management.

​What Would Pythagoras Say...

PYTHAGORAS  WAS THIS really

​Obviously, he wouldn't have known about stock markets – those didn't exist in his time. But he was all about logic, balance, and learning. So, here's the kind of advice he might give:
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