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Architectures of Security

An Introduction

Benjamin J. Muller and Can E. Mutlu

Before we have physical spaces, buildings, parks, or squares, we need intent and vision for what these spaces will look like. We need designs. We need both an aesthetic vision and a functional or pragmatic vision for the building or object we intend to design. Architects often present social visions for their designs, along with their drawings for the buildings or spaces they propose to create; they contextualize the interaction between the physical, the aesthetic, and the social to “pitch” their ideas to patrons. They understand that humans are bound by the physical spaces they occupy; the design features of our physical spaces dictate the conditions of possibility within that space. And without patrons, there are no buildings.

Increasingly, these conditions of possibility are informed by a central anxiety of our time: in/security. The whole world seems obsessed with in/security. Are we at risk of another terror attack? Pandemic? School shootings? Car bombings? Cross-border smuggling? Security is a core concern of our times. With everyday objects of global interconnectedness such as planes and trucks turning into weapons of mass murder, societies have become more security conscious than ever; even security obsessed. Security practitioners overseeing the construction of physical spaces understand this reality as well; rendering a space secure requires spatial thinking. Whether we are looking at crowd control in protests, introducing surveillance technologies into public spaces, or building protections against new forms of threats such as truck bombs, or even contagions, security practitioners interact with architects and designers to either make security beautiful, normal, or invisible, or make it visible, deterring, or ferocious.

With Architectures of Security, we hope to address a set of questions that stem from the seemingly inconspicuous relationship between the fields of architecture and security, as a way to understand how the materialities of security are designed. With this volume, we have brought together seemingly disconnected bodies of literature and fields of practice into a robust conversation with one another. We did so, in an attempt to understand the relationship between security and design: How do architects design security? How do security professionals ensure security of citizens, communities, or states? What practices, materialities, and discourses are mobilized in the name of security? What are some of the ethical questions that arise from the architecture and security relationship? Methodologically, how can we study the relationship between the physicality, materiality, and discursive aspects of security? How does architecture as practice, or as a metaphor, shape the contemporary in/security landscape?

In practical terms, we brought together a diverse group of scholars and practitioners from different regions, at different stages of their careers, with different backgrounds to discuss how processes of architectural design make security (in)visible, beautiful, or ferocious, depending on specific requirements and circumstances of the securitized space. We believe that architects design security facilities with the security requirements of the building in mind. Yet, they also add their own aesthetic vision or “flair” to the design. Architectural design enables the physical security of spaces. Architectural design, furthermore, presents a unique opportunity to pursue a methodologically rigorous and theoretically insightful study of security. With our book, we also hope to problematize and destabilize common understandings of security. 

The Architectures of Security project signifies a new research program, both for us and also for the discipline of security studies. We ask: What is the role of architecture and design in ensuring the security of physical spaces? How do architects, through their design work, manage to create secure spaces that are simultaneously aesthetically pleasing and ferocious?

We believe that the role of architects and designers is central, yet overlooked, in contemporary security practices. Architects are increasingly required to incorporate security elements into their designs. In return, those designs become the blueprints for securitized spaces that become instrumental in the execution of security policies. Securitization, here, refers to the discursive construction of security threats and corresponding practices that emerge as a result (Buzan, Waever, and de Wilde 1998; Balzacq 2011). Architects’ ability to draw from aesthetics, engineering, industrial design, sociopolitical and material expectations of patrons, and philosophical canons to design the physical structure is unparalleled. Existing bodies of literature in architecture, human geography, industrial design, and sociology reflect on the impact of architectural design on society and space (Easterling 2007, 2013; Lambert 2012; McGuirk 2014; Scott 2010; Spencer 2016). Yet, this process, and the role of architects in this process, is under-conceptualized within critical security studies, a core branch of contemporary security studies that looks at the everyday impacts
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Note


	1. According to Wittkower, throughout all of Palladio’s structures there was a deep geometric ordering that was latent in all buildings (see Wittkower 1965).
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