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FABRIC TERMS
Macroscopic and petrographic fabric groups are described in detail in Chapter 3 and Appendices IV and V.
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Rd  rounded
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Vess  vessel
WM  wide-mouthed
WoG  White-on-Gray
WoR  White on Red
Unk  Unknown
YM  Yellow Minyan
YS  Yellow Slipped



I. INTRODUCTION

Political, economic, and social changes in the Aegean Bronze Age were tied to shifts in maritime interaction, whether the result 
of novel sailing technologies, communication with new regions or peoples, or better or more diversified access to agricultural, 
mineral, or other resources. The Cyclades played an important role in Aegean interaction networks. The islands were rich in metal 
and stone resources, and the geography of the Cycladic archipelago, with its closely spaced islands and numerous harbors, enabled 
and encouraged travel between the islands and the surrounding landmasses of Anatolia, mainland Greece, and Crete.

During the Bronze Age, the site of Ayia Irini, located on the northwestern coast of Kea on the sheltered natural harbor of Ayios 
Nikolaos, was a major hub on trade and communication routes that linked the different regions of the Aegean to each other as well 
as to the nearby metal resources of Lavrion on the Attic coast (Figs. 1, 2). It is a key location for investigating long-term patterns of 
exchange, interaction, and culture change.

The excavation of Ayia Irini took place in the 1960s and 70s, under the direction of John L. Caskey of the University of Cincinnati. 
Excavation revealed a settlement occupied off and on from the Final Neolithic through much of the LBA (Table 1.1, Fig. 3). This 
study provides an analysis of the stratigraphy, architecture, and artifacts, especially ceramics, from Area B (Fig. 4), which date 
from the EBA to the LBA (Periods III–VII). Analysis of ceramics from Area B, supplemented with published information from 
other parts of the site, demonstrates that, in every period, Ayia Irini was remarkably multicultural in the variety of goods that were 
produced, imported, and used by local inhabitants. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF AYIA IRINI

The first settlement at Ayia Irini dates to the very last part of the Neolithic (Period I; Table 1.1). No architecture is known, and ar-
tifacts are few (Coleman 1977, 99; Wilson 1999). Rare imported ceramics suggest that, even in this phase, residents of the site were 
interacting with other areas. Only a few non-ceramic objects that might date to this period were found, and it is unclear how long 
this settlement may have endured. The site was abandoned before the beginning of the EBA (Wilson 1999, 6–20).

The subsequent phases of occupation, Periods II and III, date to the middle part of the EBA, contemporary with a phase of ex-
tensive exchange and interaction in the Cyclades. Ayia Irini was one of a few large sites in the Cyclades of this period (Broodbank 
2000, 2008), with good evidence for interaction especially with Cycladic and Attic communities (Wilson 1987; 1999, 20–143). The 
second EBA phase, Period III, was contemporary with a shift in trade patterns (the Kastri phase), as Cycladic islanders began to 
interact more regularly with the northeastern Aegean and Euboea (Broodbank 2000; Wilson 1999, 90–143; 2013). During the same 
period, many Cycladic communities, including Ayia Irini, adopted new Anatolianizing eating, drinking, and pouring ceramic 
shapes into local repertoires (Wilson 1999, 94–101). At the end of Period III, Ayia Irini was abandoned (Overbeck 1984, 109; Wilson 
1999, 2013). 

After the MBA had begun elsewhere in the Aegean, Ayia Irini was resettled (Abell 2014a; Crego 2010; Overbeck 1984, 109; 
Overbeck and Crego 2008). A fortification wall with at least one horseshoe-shaped tower was built. Houses seem to have been 
freestanding but are poorly preserved (J. C. Overbeck 1989a; Overbeck and Crego 2008). A small ritual structure, the Temple, was 
built in the southeastern part of the site (Caskey 1986; J. C. Overbeck 1989a, 176). Evidence for metalworking and imported objects 
were found in the earliest deposits, which suggests that the town was founded deliberately to take advantage of the position of the 
site at an intersection of trade routes probably oriented especially toward the metal resources of Lavrion (Crego 2010; Overbeck 
1982; Overbeck and Crego 2008). Some graves of this period contained objects in exotic stones, imported ceramics, and precious 
metals, which attest to the relative wealth of at least some members of the community (G. F. Overbeck 1974, 1989). In Period IV, the 
closest cultural connections of Ayia Irini seem to have been with Aegina, mainland Greece, and the Cyclades, although imports 
from Crete and the adoption of a few Cretan technologies suggest that residents of Ayia Irini also engaged in exchange relation-
ships with Cretan communities (Caskey 1972; Crego 2010; J. C. Overbeck 1989a; Overbeck and Crego 2008).

In Period V, a new fortification wall was built, which doubled the size of the settlement. Period V was the first phase of the 
so-called Minoanization phenomenon, in which Cycladic communities began to adopt and adapt Cretan ways of doing things, 
imitating aspects of Cretan material culture, symbolic imagery, and technological practices on a large scale (Abell 2016; Davis 1984, 
1986, 2008). At Ayia Irini, Minoan (i.e., Cretan) and Minoanizing (i.e., Cretan-style) objects from outside of Crete were common 
imports while local potters began to produce many Minoanizing vessels. Mainland and Cycladic ceramics also continued to form 



2	 AYIA IRINI: AREA B

Fig. 1.  Map of the central Aegean; inset map of Kea (Keos). Cummer and Schofield 1984, pl. 1.
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part of the assemblage. An earthquake at the end 
of Period V damaged parts of the fortification wall, 
which was repaired and remodeled at the begin-
ning of the next phase (Davis 1986; Fitzsimons and 
Gorogianni 2017; Schofield 2011).

During Period VI, the first phase of the LBA, 
large buildings were constructed in different parts 
of the site, including Houses F and C in the Western 
Sector (Schofield 2011), the Northeast Bastion in 
the Northern Sector (Fitzsimons and Gorogianni 
2017; Gorogianni and Fitzsimons, forthcoming), as 
well as House B and the first iteration of House A 
(Cummer and Schofield 1984) in the southeastern 
part of the site. The Temple continued to be used 
(Caskey 1986, 2009). Residents of the site engaged in 
a variety of crafts, processing metals, pigments, and 
aromatics, as well as producing textiles and ceram-
ics (Schofield 1990). Much local craft production 
relied on Minoanizing technologies and industrial 
equipment, like the potter’s wheel, warp-weighted 
loom, and fireboxes (Georgiou 1986). Across the 
site, Minoanizing objects and imagery were preva-
lent. Nevertheless, local production and consump-
tion patterns also reflect ongoing interaction with 
mainland and Cycladic communities.

Period VII followed the eruption of the Theran 
volcano, which caused shifts in intra-Cycladic ex-
change networks. House A was expanded and for 
the first time dwarfed other houses in size (Cummer 
and Schofield 1984, pl. 4). Throughout this era, Ayia 
Irini seems to have been a bustling exchange hub, 
until a major earthquake near the end of the peri-
od seriously damaged most buildings in the settle-
ment. Minoan and Minoanizing objects continued 
to be locally produced and imported, many from 
mainland Greece (Cummer and Schofield 1984; 
Gorogianni and Abell, forthcoming; Mountjoy and 
Ponting 2000).

After the earthquake, and the development of the 
Mycenaean palaces shortly thereafter, Ayia Irini ex-
perienced a decline in prosperity and perhaps pop-
ulation. The peninsula was abandoned as a place of 
residence in LH IIIB, although the area of the Temple 
continued to be visited into the Hellenistic period (J. 
L. Caskey 1979, 1982; M. E. Caskey 1986, 1998, 2009; 
Gorogianni 2011; Morris and Jones 1998).

EXCAVATION OF AREA B

Preliminary excavation began at Ayia Irini in 1960 
(Pl. 1:a). In 1961, several trenches were laid out across 
the southeastern part of the promontory, just east of 
the already promising Area A. Excavation there was 
overseen by Aliki Bikaki. Trenches 1 and 2 (B01T, 
B02T, respectively) were dug alongside Trench 3 
(B03T), until it was clear that two buildings were 

Fig. 2.  Map of the northwestern coast of Kea. Cummer and Schofield 
1984, pl. 2.

Aegean Cyclades Ayia Irini

Final Neolithic Period I

EBA
EC II (Keros-Syros) Period II

EC II (Kastri) Period III

MBA
Earlier MC Period IV

Later MC Period V

LBA

LC I Period VI

LC II Period VII

LC III Period VIII

TABLE 1.1.  SCHEMATIC CHRONOLOGY OF AYIA IRINI

For a more detailed relative chronology, see Fig. 3. Note that Period 
III ended before the end of the EBA, while Period IV started after the 

beginning of the MBA elsewhere.
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present in the area (Figs. 4, 5). Large parts 
of the Temple were found in Trenches 
B01T and B02T. A Late Bronze Age 
house, designated House B, was found in 
Trench B03T. Although the Temple was 
nominally excavated as part of Area B, it 
has been separated from the rest of Area 
B in the excavation records and its pub-
lication program. This study considers 
only remains from Trench B03T—House 
B, Alley AB, and the deposits below these 
LBA features—as Area B. Although the 
southeastern part of Temple Lane was 
excavated in B03T, it has been studied as 
part of the Temple area and will be pre-
sented in that Keos volume.

Most excavation of LBA House B and 
the mixed EBA and MBA deposits below 
it took place in 1961. During the same 
season, LBA deposits in Alley AB were 
excavated, as was a small test pit at the 
northern end of the alley. No further 
excavation took place in the area until 
1975 when a second test pit was opened 
in Alley AB, to the southwest of the orig-
inal test pit (Fig. 6). The publication of 
House A incorrectly located these test 
pits outside of Room A.39 (Cummer and 
Schofield 1984, 5, pl. 19); the test pits were, 
instead, excavated outside of Room A.36. 
Subsequent tests in 1976 were focused on 
deposits below Rooms B.1 and B.2. 

Bikaki’s meticulous notes offer clear, 
straightforward descriptions of the ex-
cavation, although her recording tech-
niques changed over time. Descriptions 
of the soil matrices from 1961 are limited 
to the relative stoniness and moisture of the soil, which sometimes makes it difficult to understand why she saw some excavation 
units as part of similar or different deposits. Photos of excavation in progress during the 1961 season also were taken relatively 
rarely (Pls. 1–8). Her account of soil matrices excavated in test pits in 1975 and 1976 is more comprehensive. The sequence of strata 
that she observed is fully described in her written notes and drawings, and it is documented in many photos (Pls. 9–18). Apart 
from a few problems in the transcription of numbers, and rare illegible or confusing sections of text, the only significant problem 
with the records of Area B is that the total amount of pottery discarded during papsing (below) was not always recorded. In general 
(and in many specifics), Bikaki’s careful techniques and detailed notes distinguish Area B as one of the best excavated and best 
documented parts of Ayia Irini.

TERMINOLOGY

Some notes about terminology are warranted. A “deposit” in this volume follows Schiffer’s (1996, 265–266) definition: a “three- 
dimensional segment of a site (or other area of analytical interest) that is distinguished in the field on the basis of observable 
changes in sediments and artifacts.” Deposits differ from “excavation units,” which were the three dimensional areas excavated as 
part of a particular numbered unit (e.g., B03-72), but which were not always coterminous with observed deposits. For example, 
the Period III destruction deposit below House B contained many ceramic cross-joins and little evidence for change in sediments 
or artifacts. It is considered therefore to be a single deposit, formed by a distinct episode of destruction and architectural collapse. 
Nevertheless, the deposit was dug in several excavation units. A “lot” refers to the pottery from an excavation unit. Ceramic lots 
have the same number as the excavation unit; i.e., pottery excavated in unit B03-72 belongs to lot B03-72.

Fig. 3.  Comparison of chronological phases at Ayia Irini with other Aegean sites.
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Fig. 4.  Plan of LBA Ayia Irini showing location of Area B. After drawing by R. L. Holzen.
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FORMATION PROCESSES

Some deposits in Area B have been disturbed by later human activity, most of which is tied to continued occupation and con-
struction in the area during the Bronze Age. Different visual perspectives on deposits, architectural features, and associated exca-
vation units are presented in stratigraphic sections (Figs. 7–15), Harris matrices (Figs. 16–18), and phase plans (Figs. 19–25). 

A large Period III destruction deposit below House B was mostly undisturbed, but upper levels contained some Period IV–VII 
ceramics. A series of stratified Period IV and V deposits were found in the test pits below Alley AB. Inside and below House B, 

Fig. 5.  Trench plan of Ayia Irini. After drawing by R. L. Holzen.
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Period IV and V pottery was mixed 
with earlier and later ceramics and 
cannot be associated with architec-
tural remains. Much of the mixing of 
ceramics of different periods in these 
deposits was probably caused by 
the construction of House B during 
which much earth must have been 
moved in order to lay the deep foun-
dations for the house walls. Period 
VI deposits in House B are primarily 
represented by accumulated debris 
and continuously occupied surfac-
es, while Period VII is represented 
by surfaces and large destruction 
deposits. Although Bikaki referred 
to “floors” in her initial excavation 
notes, over the course of her study 
she began to suspect that most of the 
LBA “floors” were not, in fact, dis-
tinct floor levels that had been inten-
tionally laid, but rather that they had 
accumulated gradually over time. In 
her initial excavation notes, she also 
labeled several other “floors” that 
subsequent research has revealed 
were not floors at all (e.g., Surface c 

and Surface i, which seem to have been ground level—but not interior floors—in early Period IV). Thus, all strata that Bikaki re-
corded as “floors” are called “surfaces” in this volume. Period VII destruction deposits contained some later ceramics, especially at 
upper elevations, probably the result of erosion down slope into Area B, as well as the postexcavation process of combining ceramic 
lots from different excavation units (below). However, despite the construction of an Archaic wall—Wall Q—over Room B.2/B.3, 
Area B was little disturbed by post–Bronze Age anthropogenic processes. 

Rising sea levels and erosion since the Bronze Age have resulted in the destruction of the southeastern part of the house, which 
is evident in photos (Plate 1:b). Most excavation units that recovered EBA and MBA ceramics were located at or below sea level; 
pumps ran continuously during excavation to keep water from flooding the trench, leaving the soil matrix muddy and sometimes 
difficult to interpret, especially in the lowest units. Nevertheless, despite these issues, Area B suffered less destruction and distur-
bance than many other areas of the site (Cummer and Schofield 1984; Gorogianni 2008, 117–359; Schofield 2011). 

RECOVERY AND SELECTION

The recovery and processing of artifacts from Area B followed the standards of the site (Gorogianni 2008, 2009–2010). The total 
amount of pottery and other objects from each excavation unit was usually recorded. However, through two postexcavation prac-
tices—papsing and combining lots—some information has been lost.

Papsing was a process by which, on multiple occasions in the study of pottery, sherds that were seen as uninteresting and/or 
undiagnostic were discarded (Gorogianni 2008, 64–65, 102–105). This often happened at least twice (Gorogianni 2008, 102–105, 
350); several lots from Area B were papsed three or four times. In order to determine how significant this problem might be in 
Area B, I collected discard information for every lot and compared what was described in the pottery notebooks with the preserved 
ceramics. Pottery notebook descriptions existed for almost all lots, except for the 1976 test pit below Room B.2.

The specific reasons why sherds were deemed uninteresting or undiagnostic is not spelled out in the records. The most common 
characteristic cited for discarded pottery is its coarseness, although finer ceramics were also discarded, especially from Period VII 
lots (see also Gorogianni 2008, 102–105, 349–352, table 77). For example, in the Period VII lot B608CL, only 60% of the pottery 
was coarse, but 90% of the lot was discarded. Since local pottery ranges from moderately fine to, more often, moderately coarse or 
coarse, much discarded pottery—but certainly not all of it—was probably of local manufacture.

Most imported sherds that were diagnostic enough to be described by ware in the pottery notebooks are still present in Area 
B lots, with the exception of small Gray Minyan sherds found in LBA deposits, which seem to have been considered to be MBA 
contamination. Similarly, local sherds that are described in the pottery notebooks are still present, other than pithoi, handleless 

Fig. 6. 	 a. Plan showing location of test pits in Alley AB and Period IV Wall X. After ar-
chitects’ field sheets. b. Plan of Alley AB. The narrow stones along House A Wall 
E (L) are uprights for Drain 1. After architect’s drawing.
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cups, and tripods, many of which were discarded. Extant pottery includes mainly feature sherds (e.g., rims, bases, handles, spouts) 
of both plain and decorated vessels in local and imported fabrics. Body sherds from local and imported vessels, plain and deco-
rated, fine and coarse, also exist, although the high proportion of feature and decorated sherds suggests that many body sherds, 
especially plain, coarse ones, have been discarded. The existence of some plain, coarse body sherds in the extant lots, however, 
in addition to a wider array of decorated and feature sherds, suggests that the preserved pottery provides a representative sample 
of the variety of imports that existed during excavation, as well as the majority of local pottery shapes and decorated wares. The 
existence of plain coarse body sherds in imported fabrics in Area B, and the prevalence of coarse imported vessels in Period III 
and IV deposits (Chs. 4, 5) suggest that discard practices especially discriminated against local products. The ratio of tablewares to 
larger coarse vessels must also have been impacted, since sherds from coarse vessels were more likely to be discarded than those 
from finer tableware shapes.

The major category of missing evidence—plain, coarse local sherds with few distinctive shape or decorative characteristics—is a 
ceramic category that is unlikely to be as sensitive to changes in ceramic fashions as finer, decorated wares. The preserved dataset, 
which is made up primarily of feature and decorated sherds in imported and local ceramic fabrics, is therefore reasonably well suit-
ed to discussions of chronology and intra-Aegean cultural contact. Nevertheless, in all cases, conclusions based on the preserved 
ceramics must take into consideration the selected nature of the assemblage in order to determine whether a particular pattern is 
more likely to be the result of activity in the Bronze Age or the 20th century. 

A second postexcavation process has affected the existing assemblage. Ceramic lots at Ayia Irini were often physically combined 
on the basis of stylistic or perceived chronological similarities, or a belief in the stratigraphic unity of the associated excavation 
units (Gorogianni 2008, 102–105). Combining of lots was sometimes done by someone other than the excavator (Gorogianni 2008, 
102 n. 228). Through this process, artifacts from discrete archaeological contexts (e.g., surfaces, destruction deposits) have been 
muddled together, sometimes making it impossible to compare how the extant ceramics relate to stratigraphy observed during ex-
cavation. Bikaki (pers. comm.) became uneasy about the process of combining lots when she was excavating Area B, so combined 
lots are not ubiquitous in the area. Because Bikaki left Kea before the end of the 1961 season, lots from Area B, including nearly all 
of those dating to Periods VI and VII, were combined by someone else that year. When Bikaki returned to study the ceramics, she 
recorded as much information about the original composition of lots as she could recall (pers. comm.). Most lots from the tests in 
the 1970s were left uncombined.

GOALS AND METHODOLOGY

Area B has produced evidence of occupation from nearly every phase of the site’s history, from Period III–VII. Although LBA 
construction resulted in some mixing of earlier deposits, the area was almost completely undisturbed by human activity between 
the destruction of House B and 1961. In addition, Bikaki’s skilled direction of excavation in the area, her extensive and meticulous 
records, and her distaste for combining lots make Area B a distinctive and productive focus of investigation, both for addressing 
the site history of Ayia Irini and for reconsidering Ayia Irini in an Aegean-wide framework of cultural contact over time. 

The nature of deposits in Area B enables a detailed, diachronic analysis of how residents of Ayia Irini participated in and were af-
fected by developments in the broader Aegean. I have focused on the largest dataset—the ceramics. Pottery is a major indicator for 
the orientation and extent of exchange networks, since import patterns reveal shifts in trade partners and preferred products over 
time. In addition, analyses of technical, stylistic, and functional aspects of local pottery provide insights into when and how new 
production and consumption practices were adopted, as well as how traditional practices developed or were abandoned over time.

In order to clarify the impacts of changing patterns of interaction over the long-term, this volume includes the following com-
ponents. First, the sequence of deposits in Area B is established, artifacts are catalogued, and the occupational history of the space 
from Period III–VII is summarized (Ch. 2). Ceramic shapes and wares in Area B are then compared to published deposits from 
the rest of the site (Chs. 4–7). Ceramic synchronisms are summarized in order to establish a chronological framework for regional 
comparisons. The relative proportions of shapes and wares from Area B are assessed in relation to published deposits in order to 
evaluate how patterns in Area B compare with the rest of the site and to consider if differences between Area B and published de-
posits are owed to variation in ancient depositional patterns or modern excavation, processing, and publication practices.

Wares provide a major basis for comparison of local and imported ceramics between Area B, previous Keos volumes, and 
published pottery from other sites. Ware terminology follows conventions established in Keos publications (for a summary, see 
Appendix III). Ware-based classifications, however, can be and often are problematic, in part because wares are not always used to 
refer to the same thing and may be used to designate functional, textural, or decorative groups (e.g., cookwares, tablewares, coarse 
wares, painted wares). In addition, ware designations historically have privileged unifying decorative styles as the main basis for 
classification, rather than distinguishing between different sources or production traditions (Burke, Day, and Kossyva 2020, 24; 
Mathioudaki 2010; Rice 1976; Sarri 2010a). Even when ware designations take fabric into account, as at Ayia Irini, the defining char-
acteristics may be conceived quite broadly. For example, hard-fired fabrics associated with Cretan imports are lumped together 
in “Minoan” wares that are further defined only by decorative style, despite differences in color, inclusions, and texture. Likewise, 
a variety of micaceous fabrics suspected to be from the Cyclades have sometimes been subsumed in a single classificatory group: 
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Cycladic Painted ware. Such ware designations are very useful for addressing broad regional patterns, but they are less helpful for 
identifying import patterns in relation to specific production centers.

In Area B, therefore, I also classified pottery according to macroscopic fabric groups in order (1) to determine whether there was 
meaningful variability in the use of local raw materials for different kinds of products over time, in relation to other changes in the 
local chaîne opératoire, and (2) to clarify importation patterns from particular production centers or micro-regions, in addition to 
the broad regions represented by established ware groups. This volume supersedes a previous analysis (Abell 2014b). Fabrics were 
examined macroscopically with the aid of a 14× hand lens, and groups were assigned based on color, hardness, texture, and the type 
and frequency of inclusions. Macroscopic fabric groups were compared with ceramic fabrics in study collections and museums in 
mainland Greece, Crete, the Cyclades, and the Dodecanese. Samples of ceramics from Area B were selected for petrographic anal-
ysis and wave-dispersive X-ray fluorescence (WD-XRF). Results of the petrographic study and preliminary interpretations of the 
WD-XRF data were used to clarify the coherence, potential provenance, and technical features of the macroscopic fabric groups. 
An overview of macroscopic and petrographic groups is provided in Chapter 3, together with a discussion of long-term trends in 
local pottery production techniques, based on analysis of fabrics and forming methods. Detailed macroscopic and petrographic 
fabric-group descriptions are provided in Appendices IV and V (Color Pls. 1–4); raw WD-XRF data are provided in Appendix 
VII. Preliminary observations on the relationship between chemical groups, petrographic groups, and potential provenances are 
included in Appendices IV and V. A complete report on the WD-XRF analysis will be published elsewhere in the future. Raw data 
were generated at the Fitch Laboratory using their documented methodological set-up (Georgakopoulou et al. 2017; Müller et al. 
2018).

Ceramics from unmixed deposits in Area B were quantified according to minimum number of individual vessels in order to 
establish some empirical basis through which relative proportions of wares, shapes, and import regions could be evaluated over 
time and in comparison with other parts of the site. Individual vessels were assessed holistically on the basis of feature sherds and 
distinctive fabric or decorative characteristics, so that even two body sherds, if they belonged to different fabrics, would be counted 
as different vessels. All quantifications of archaeological material are impacted by depositional and postdepositional processes that 
generate a “death assemblage” different from the “life assemblage” of artifacts that were in use at any one time (for the concept as 
applied to ceramic assemblages, see Orton and Hughes 2013, 203–204). Postexcavation processes at Ayia Irini have significantly 
impacted the “death assemblage” at the site, and interpretation of quantifications in the assemblage must be undertaken cautiously. 
It nevertheless should be possible to compare relative proportions of different kinds of pottery across periods in Area B and be-
tween Area B and different parts of the site with some degree of security, since generally similar patterns of discard were employed 
everywhere. In addition, even if the numbers are not perfectly comparable between Ayia Irini and other sites, they provide a useful 
starting point for comparison (with the acknowledgment that no assemblage perfectly encapsulates the total range of ceramic 
artifacts in circulation at a site at any given time).

The integration of evidence from ceramic fabrics and wares to clarify local production and importation patterns enables a more 
robust analysis of shifting patterns of engagement and interaction between Ayia Irini and other parts of the Aegean through time. 
Although I considered changes in consumption patterns broadly, I also paid particular attention to drinking and eating practices. 
Tablewares are well represented in the extant ceramic assemblage, as noted above. Major shifts in the ceramic repertoire were 
closely related to developments in eating and drinking practices elsewhere, probably including both everyday consumption pat-
terns as well as periodic communal events like feasts, which afford opportunities for social distinction, and which act as fora for 
establishing community solidarity or group identity (Dietler 2001; Hayden 2001; Joyce and Henderson 2007). Thus, although many 
comparisons of local and imported ceramics in this volume are concerned with a subset of the total assemblage, tablewares offer 
particularly useful insights into changing aspects of social practice and interaction in the town.

PRESENTATION OF FINDS

This volume follows the format of previous Keos publications. All excavation data are described by architectural unit. The stan-
dard of reference for trenches, excavation units, lots, and combined lots that was developed for the Northern Sector has been 
employed here (Table 1.2). 

Most objects that were inventoried in the field or the apotheke either during or shortly after excavation were given “K” numbers, 
which are included in parentheses (e.g., K.1608) in the corresponding catalogue entry. For those few objects never given “K” num-
bers, field numbers are included in the catalogue (Ch. 2). Additional ceramics inventoried by Bikaki or myself were given numbers 
on the basis of lot or combined lot (e.g., B601: 5, or B70: 2). “B” numbers assigned by me in the apotheke follow this formula: B(lot/
CL number): (inventory number), e.g., B601: 1. Appendix II provides a concordance of catalogue numbers to “K” and “B” numbers. 
Field numbers given to objects as they were excavated are distinctive from “B” numbers assigned by me in the apotheke. Although 
field numbers are preceded with a “B,” that letter is followed by a hyphen, a number keyed to the year of excavation, a period, and 
a sequence number, e.g., B-1.12.

In the catalogue (Ch. 2), ceramics are presented after each architectural unit (e.g., Room B.1, Alley AB) and are divided by 
deposit and lot or combined lot. Within each lot or combined lot, a description of uncatalogued ceramics, including any discard 



10	 AYIA IRINI: AREA B

information from the first sort and papsing of the lot, precedes the numbered objects. For each lot/combined lot, ceramics are 
grouped by general provenance (local, Cyclades, Aegina, mainland, Crete), then by ware, following the most recent publication of 
ceramics from Ayia Irini (Schofield 2011).

Most ceramic shape names conform to the conventions used in previous Keos publications. There are two exceptions. The term 
“Keftiu cup” has been abandoned in favor of the more specific “straight-sided cup,” versus Type I–III “Vapheio cups.” Since paneled 
cups do not always preserve paneled decoration, the term “piriform cup” is used for this shape, in accordance with recent descrip-
tions of Cycladic ceramics (e.g., Nikolakopoulou 2019, 163–164). The typology of “handleless cups” at Ayia Irini was developed by 
Caskey (Davis and Lewis 1985, fig. 5.3) and modified slightly by Schofield (1999; Cummer and Schofield 1984, pl. 47). The majority 
of handleless-cup types (Schofield’s Types 1, 3, 4, and 5) are comparable with shapes generally described as “conical” cups on Crete, 
although several of these (especially Types 4 and 5) are not strictly conical in profile (Schofield 1999, 758). Indeed, some Type 4 
handleless cups might also be called ogival cups, including the example of the type illustrated by Cummer and Schofield (1984, pl. 
47:n). Nevertheless, the term “handleless cups” is maintained here, as it is the usual term in previous Keos volumes (Davis 1986; 
Cummer and Schofield 1984; Schofield 2011). Furumark Shape (FS) and Furumark Motif (FM) numbers are given when possible 
for LBA Lustrous Painted imports probably from the mainland (see Furumark 1941). 

Category Description Example

Original excavation units Area, trench number-sequential number of original uncombined unit B03-97

Combined lots Area, combined lot number, CL B610CL

Trenches Area, trench number, T B03T

Rooms Area –.– room number designation following Keos volumes B.1

TABLE 1.2.  SYSTEM OF NOTATION USED IN THIS VOLUME
After Gorogianni 2008, 137, table 4.
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Fig. 7.  Section 1, across House B (Rooms B.2–B.4) facing NW toward Wall H. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki.

Fig. 8.  Section 2, across House B (Room B.1) facing NW toward Wall H. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki.
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B03-25: No wall plaster fragments
B03-27: 20 wall plaster fragments, backing plaster, and 6 painted
B03-28: 30 wall plaster fragments, half backing plaster and red
B03-29: Half box wall plaster fragments, backing plaster, borders, and red
B03-31: 1 box wall plaster fragments, 1/3 backing plaster, borders, and red
B03-33: 1 box wall plaster fragments, borders
B03-35: No wall plaster fragments
B03-39: 16 wall plaster fragments
B03-41: 3 wall plaster fragments

Fig. 9.  Section 3, Room B.1, facing NW toward Wall H. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki.

Fig. 10.  Section 4, Room B.1, facing NE toward Wall I. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki.
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B03-36: 9 handleless cups at top, 15 handleless cups near bottom
B03-40: Wall plaster fragments
B03-42: Wall plaster fragments
B03-44: Layer of fallen stones
B03-52: Much pottery and wall plaster fragments
B03-57: Wall plaster fragments
B03-61: Wall plaster fragments
B03-64: Wall plaster fragments

Fig. 11.	 a. Section 5, test pit in Room B.1 below Wall I, facing SE toward Wall J. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki.
	 b. Plan (L) and section (R) of test pit below the Wall H foundation in Room B.1, facing NE toward Wall 

I. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki. c. Section 6, Room B.2/B.3, facing SW, toward Wall O. After drawing 
by A. H. Bikaki.
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B03-36: 2/3 box wall plaster fragments, including borders
B03-40: 1 box wall plaster fragments, including 80% red, borders, peach moulding
B03-42: 1 box wall plaster fragments, including 75% red, borders, peach moulding
B03-44: 2/3 box wall plaster fragments, including red
B03-46: 1 box wall plaster fragments, including red and figural (leg with rhyton); coarse (floor?) plaster fragments
B03-52: 1 box wall plaster fragments, including borders, figural (face with eye)
B03-57: 1 box wall plaster fragments, including 80% red, borders, peach and red moulding, figural (rhyton); floor plaster fragments
B03-61: 1 box wall plaster fragments, including 25% red, borders, and peach moulding
B03-64: 3 boxes wall plaster fragments, including 75% red, peach moulding
*B03-105 and B03-108: 3 wall plaster fragments
**B03-106 and B03-109: 9 unpainted wall plaster fragments

Fig. 12.  Section 7, Room B.2, facing SW toward Wall O. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki.

Fig. 13.  Section 8, Rooms B.2–B.4, facing NW toward Wall H. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki.
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Fig. 14.	 a. Section 9, 1961 test pit in Alley AB, facing SW toward South Alley. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki. 
b. Section 10, Wall AF in the Room B.2 test pit, facing NE toward Wall I. After architect’s drawing. c. 
Section 11, Room B.4, facing SW toward Wall O. After drawing by A. H. Bikaki.
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Fig. 15.  Section 12, Room B.1 and 1975 test pit in Alley AB, facing SW toward Wall O and South Alley. After drawing by A. H. 
Bikaki.
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Fig. 16.  Harris matrix of excavation units in Room B.1.
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Fig. 17.  Harris matrix of excavation units in Rooms B.2, B.3, and B.2/B.3.
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Fig. 18.  Harris matrix of excavation units in (a) Alley AB and (b) Room B.4.
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Fig. 19.  Plan of Period III architecture in Area B. LBA architecture is shown in gray 
for reference. Black lines are used for EBA architecture. After architects’ field 
sheets.
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Fig. 20.  Period IV architecture below Alley AB and Room B.1. After architects’ field sheets.
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Fig. 21.  House B: Phase 1 (Period VI). After architects’ field sheets.
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Fig. 22.  House B: Phase 2 (Period VI). After architects’ field sheets.
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Fig. 23.  House B: Phase 3 (Period VII). After architects’ field sheets.


