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“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples”

John 15: 4-8: (RSV2CE).
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The word of God is eternal and creative, it has power and light that can not be suppressed.

God created our universe with His powerful world, and His powerful emanation continues to this day to sustain its ever-evolving life.

Due to the unending love of our Creator, His powerful word full of light and life “became flesh [in this dark world] and dwelt among us full of grace and truth” through His son Jesus Christ (John1:14, RSV2CE).

From that moment, our dark world received light through the teachings of Jesus that “shine in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5, RSV2CE). And not even 2000 years after His coming, His wisdom has been suppressed despite of all the efforts of the newspapers, magazines, radio, television, and social media, which are full of Satan's lies to manipulate our societies through lust and fear.

Jesus rightly affirmed that “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35, RSV2CE).

And it has been this way ever since.

However, our Father in heaven has hidden this wisdom inside our hearts to make it unavailable to the Evil one. 

God has set eternity in the human heart: “He made everything beautiful in its time; and has put eternity in their hearts, without man being able to understand the work that God has done from the beginning to the end” (Ecclesiastes 3:11, RVR1960), because in every human soul is a God-given awareness that there is ‘something more’ than this transient world. And with that awareness of eternity comes a hope that we can one day find a fulfillment not afforded by the ‘vanity’ in this world (gotquestions.org).

This is the reason why the communion of the saints or ‘Saints communion’ is actually taking place in our physical world and also in our spiritual world, and that this event is part of the great opportunity for salvation that God has provided for humanity.

But can we participate in the communion of the saints if we are not saints ourselves?

We can, if we start walking this path with honesty, embodying in time and with our effort one by one the attributes of Jesus for the benefit of our world, just as the child Jesus was becoming gradually aware as He was growing up, of His divine condition, manifesting fully the attributes of being a living son of God in this earth. 

“Our divine ascension will progress when we begin to manifest the miracle of a seeker with a fallen nature becoming one with his divinity shining forth through their neighbours thanks to the intermediation of Christ himself” (Dávalos, 2023. Snakes and Ladders in The Steps For Divine Ascent. A Short Reflection on Jacob’s Ladder. p.13).
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When we deny the participation of the saints as guides and examples for our growth and establish Jesus Christ as our only mediator on our spiritual path, a serious error is committed since the stature of Christ is currently unattainable for our spiritual smallness and the saints who have grown in spiritual stature and have come closer to Christ are certainly the achievable human light of His divine light for our path. That is why Jesus established His church on this earth with fishermen who shared effectively His light and wisdom when they were filled with the Holy Spirit.

The biblical Jacob's ladder tells us that there are different levels of divine intermediation that we must attain with our effort to reach the doors of the kingdom of heaven, and the Catholic saints are helping us in our ascent on each step of the ladder.

We are all called to be saints, but not all of us are. The divine harvest is big, and the workers are very few, the path to the kingdom is narrow like the edge of a razor, and the experience that we can take from the lives of the saints is invaluable because they are the new workers recently added for the harvest and have already walked along the razor's edge.

Christ is the head of the church, and He has a mystical body that helps Him illuminate and give the spiritual strength that each faithful follower needs to triumph in this dark world dominated by Satan. In His mystical body are the different attributes of His divinity who are being incarnated in this world by all its saints.

The examples that the saints have left us with their lives of spiritual plenitude are unrepeatable and therefore form an invaluable mosaic of experiences to follow, modify and transform, adapting them to our own needs to fight against our spiritual enemies and weaknesses.

We would certainly appreciate immensely that Jesus himself could come to us to guide and strengthen us in person, but He does so through His saints and through His Holy Spirit every day if we allow Him.

A saint does not believe -like many of us- in following Jesus only in his mind, remaining imprisoned by this belief, and has already transformed himself or herself with its virtue into a living follower of Jesus. A saint is a sinner who never gave up, and who already walks with Jesus.

The saints intercede for us through their example of life as a sure guide to reach Jesus and there are many living saints and aspiring saints who are still with us and who because of our blindness and the darkness of this world we are not seeing nor following.

The example of the saints shows us that by facing their lower nature and overcoming it for the love of Jesus, they achieved the upcoming into their hearts the blessings of the Holy Spirit for their lives.

A particularity that unites all the saints in communion is their love and veneration for our most holy mother, the mother of Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, our most powerful intercessor.

Charity in our world - which has always been a permanent activity in the lives of the saints - is an example of the communion of spiritual goods among all of us.

'The communion of saints is a doctrine that has much to do with the daily lives that we Christian’s lead [and how, and to what extent we appropriate for ourselves and others the attributes of the body of Christ] since all of us are an alive congregation, who constitute the people of God. This gives us a new meaning in light of what Saint Paul explains in 1 Corinthians 12:12: “For just as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, although they are many, constitute one body, so It is also Christ” (The Word Among Us. 2024, lapalabra.com).

Could, for example, as part of the communion of saints, the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi be at work in groups currently dedicated to protecting animal abuse and the destruction of nature? 

There is indeed no other mediator for the redemption of the human race; only Jesus Christ saves us. But all members of His Body can ask God for the intentions of others (lapalabra.com), through prayer and in this way, we can receive inspiration through the work of the saints who have already left us.

The saints have shown us that holiness is not an abstract concept and through their living example they have established models of holiness for all Christians. This is why we need their friendship and communion with us. They are our guides to walk with Jesus even in this dark world.

The communion of saints can become a hammer that destroys the chains that imprison us in this valley of tears. 

How did the saints manage to free themselves from the law of sin and death and overcome spiritual death to reach eternal life?

They, like us, lived and live in a depraved world that is controlled by Satan and his human demons where humility, brotherly love and charity have been replaced by pride and ambition. They also suffered and suffer the daily attacks of the evil one on their minds to induce them to sin and to offend our Father in heaven in a thousand ways, and they had and have to face and defeat daily their lower nature that through their body induces them to lust and sin. 

However, they in spite of this, made with heroism an unyielding and sustained effort and never gave up. Their reward was the achievement of a permanent communion with Jesus within their hearts thanks to the intermediation of the Holy Spirit. 

If we manage to participate in this communion of saints, we will be able to be aware moment by moment of God's will for our lives in every situation.
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“Do not be mismated with unbelievers. For what partnership have righteousness and iniquity? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?”

2 Corinthians 6:14, RSV2CE.

The Greek word translated as “fellowship” in the New Testament is koinonia, meaning “communion”. Fellowship with God is, at its most basic, agreement with Him in all things. The New Testament assures believers of this partnership. Not only do we have fellowship with God the Father, but we also have fellowship with His Son and the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 1:9; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 1 John 1:3). To have fellowship with others, there must be a oneness of the heart, something that links two people together. At the very heart of fellowship, there must be like-mindedness. Two in fellowship must have like wishes and like desires, which is why Paul exhorts believers to not be “unequally yoked with unbelievers”. Believers have true fellowship with one another because of the Holy Spirit who indwells all believers (John 14:17). Through the Spirit we have true fellowship, unlike any relationship we can have with those who do not know Christ (Got Questions Ministries.2022. What is fellowship with God? gotquestions.org).

Man's highest function is fellowship. God made man in His image and likeness so that he might be able to be a partaker of God, and also in such a manner that he may be indwelt by God Himself. Our fellowship or lack of fellowship with God has a definite bearing on our fellowship with one another. To rightly understand this fellowship one with another, we must
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