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Love’s Perfect Vintage

Lesbian Light Reads 1

by

Elizabeth Andre

“Aisha, let me have a crack at finding a nice
girl for you. I can’t do any worse than you’ve been doing.”

Those were my mother’s exact words after I
told her about the latest woman I met through a lesbian dating app.
The first date—and there wouldn’t be a second—had been a disaster.
The woman showed up wearing sweatpants and a sweatshirt, looking
more like she was ready for a Sunday morning trip to the grocery
store rather than a sexy date on a Friday night. Getting
conversation going was like trying to get honey to flow through a
straw, and she kept looking at her phone during the entire meal. As
we ate dessert, she revealed that she was hoping her ex-girlfriend
would text her.

The woman I had met the previous week on the
same dating app hadn’t been much better. She showed up late, and it
was immediately obvious that her online photo was about ten years
out of date. I don’t have any problems dating older women, but I do
like honesty. By the end of the evening, she revealed that she also
had a husband. That wasn’t in her profile either, but he didn’t
mind her dating me so it was all okay, she said. Apparently, my
opinion as to whether I wanted to be the other woman was
irrelevant.

She didn’t get a second date either.

I was helping my mom, she of the amazingly
green thumb, re-pot and stake some plants when she offered to help
me with my dating life. It was a fine June day, Saturday to be
precise. She and my dad had built a greenhouse in their backyard
years ago when it became clear that my mother was serious about her
plants.

She apparently had also become serious about
finding me a special someone.

“That’s sweet, Mom, but I really don’t—”

“Look. I know a lot of people. The people I
know know a lot of people,” she said.

She wasn’t being full of herself or
anything. She was speaking the truth. She had worked for years at a
local bank as a loan officer and was also involved with local
politics, spending many years getting elected and reelected to the
school board, library board and the city council. But she wasn’t
just a local busybody. She was a trailblazer, the first black woman
elected to each of those positions. Plus, she had been a very
active church member for years. All that combined meant my mom knew
everyone and everyone knew her. I knew she could get just about
anything done, although I wasn’t that sure how she was going to go
about finding me a girlfriend. Would she really hit up her old pals
from the city council and her church and say, “Do you know any nice
girls for my lesbian daughter?”

Yes, actually she would, and she would use
those words.

I glanced at her as she thrust a bamboo
stake into a large pot containing a plant I couldn’t identify. She
hummed the Triumphal March from Aida and looked
thoroughly pleased with herself.

“Give me six months, Aisha. Six months and I
guarantee you I’ll find you the girl of your dreams,” she said.
“Please. I want you to be happy.”

I could have told her that I was happy,
mostly. I could have told her that I was thinking of taking a break
from dating for a while. I could have told her that I was seriously
thinking of making some kind of big life change, like finally
getting some stamps in my passport, like finally getting a
passport. I had traveled some in the U.S., but I had never set foot
in another country, unless you count a cruise to the Bahamas for my
dad’s family reunion, which I don’t. I didn’t get to see much of
the Bahamas, and a cruise ship is just a floating hotel, like a
Hilton on the high seas. I had spent my entire life in Chicago’s
Western suburbs. Maybe it was time to see more?

But maybe most importantly, I could have
told her that I wasn’t sure I wanted to date anyone seriously just
yet. I had been with my now ex-girlfriend for nearly four years
when, a year ago, she left me for a woman she’d been cheating on me
with. My ex, Maggie, said that this other woman, whose name I’ve
made a great effort to forget was her “true soul mate.” She felt
that I was “a” soul mate, not “the” soul mate for her. I’m
generally not a violent person, but if there was ever a person I
wanted to kick down a flight of stairs, it was Maggie that night
when she talked that soul mate bullshit.

I didn’t actually kick her down the stairs,
but I certainly felt like doing so.

On the other hand, it might be nice to let
someone else do the vetting of potential matches, although I
doubted any of them would amount to much. My mom did have a point,
though. How could she do worse?

So I said, “Okay, Mom. Give it a whirl.”

And what a whirl it was. Looking back on it,
those months are a bit of a blur. Honestly, I was shocked at how
many dates I went on. I met and went out with the daughters,
granddaughters, nieces, cousins and sisters of people my mom knew
from her past and present. I have to say, Mom did a good job
curating because I dated all sorts of women during those
months.

They varied in race, ethnicity, body size
and body shape. (“You can’t be too choosy because there just
aren’t that many of y’all,” Mom said at one point.) She set me
up with women who were in professions like law and medicine,
teachers, business owners, as well as women who were plumbers,
electricians and auto mechanics, to name a few. They covered the
spectrum from being completely out of the closet to being still
deeply closeted. On one occasion I went out with a woman with whom
I was acquainted through my job as a budget analyst in the regional
transportation agency’s finance department. Until my mom set me up
with her, I had no idea she was a lesbian. I never went on a second
date with her because I haven’t been closeted for years. Being
closeted is a deal breaker for me. Oh, and another deal breaker was
talking about soul mates. I never wanted to hear that term
again.

Some women I went out with twice, although
most were just one-time meetings. I just couldn’t seem to click
with anyone. Nonetheless, Mom kept trying.

It was at my parents’ annual Labor Day
barbecue that I met Kris Donnelly. We sort of knew each other
already. We had gone to the same high school and even had a few
classes together, but we never became more than acquaintances
because we didn’t move in the same circles. Our high school was big
enough that it was easy not knowing a lot of the people you went to
school with every day. Kris was a very accomplished jock and really
smart. I was a student council, math team and band nerd.
Truthfully, I found girls like Kris a bit intimidating and sexy.
The physical power of some of them, like Kris, was amazing.

According to my mom, she had moved back to
the Chicago area a few months ago after living and working in
France, Italy, Australia and California for the past several years.
Mom said she had run into her mother at the grocery store last
weekend and invited the whole family to the barbecue.

My mom introduced, or reintroduced, us to
each other at the drinks table. She brought Kris over when I had
stopped there to get a beer.

“Aisha. I remember you,” Kris said as we
shook hands. They were strong and firm, and the nails were short.
She still had the kind of fingers that could wrap themselves around
a basketball.

“Do you? What do you remember?” I said.

“Aisha Watson, senior class president. And
you were in band. I remember you at pep rallies. You played the
trumpet?”

“Wow. That was fifteen years ago, and you’re
exactly right. I seem to remember you played volleyball and
basketball. Didn’t the basketball team go to state?”

She beamed and ran her fingers through her
long chestnut hair. “Yeah, we did. We made it all the way to the
semi-finals, but then choked.”

My mom clapped her hands. “So good to see
you two getting along. Excuse me while I go put the bologna on the
grill.” She dashed into the house to get the chunk of bologna that
she had gotten at the butcher’s a couple of days ago.

“Did she say she’s going to put bologna on
the grill?” Kris asked.

I nodded. “Yep. It’s something my mom’s side
of the family really likes. She throws a big chunk of bologna right
onto the grill. You should hear her talk about the result. She
talks about it so lovingly you’d think she was describing a fine
wine or something. Honestly, it is pretty tasty.”

Kris smiled. “Grilled bologna has a toasty
finish, something like that?”

“Something like that. So, what are you doing
these days?”

“I get paid to buy, consult and talk about
fine wines. You know, how toasty they are, the noses, stuff like
that.”

“Really?” I laughed.

“Really.”

“Wait. Are you a…? Wait, don’t tell me. A
sommelier?”

“I am indeed.”

“That is so cool,” I said, sounding like a
viticulture fangirl. I swear she blushed. I asked her if she was a
freelance sommelier or if she worked in a restaurant. She told me
that was the sommelier at one of the finest, fanciest, high-end
restaurants in the city. She said she was also working on a couple
of other projects that she couldn’t really talk about at the
moment.

“That’s not fair. You can’t just drop
something like that and not offer any details,” I said.

She started pouring red wine from a bottle
into a plastic cup. “The vessel isn’t ideal but try this.”

I took the cup from her. “Is this one of
yours? Did you bring it?” I watched her pour herself some into
another cup.

“Yeah. It’s new, something from Italy. I
don’t know if you like reds, but this one is fruity with some
complexity in the finish.”

“Oooh. I like it when you talk wine.” I was
sloshing the wine around in my cup, perhaps a little too
enthusiastically. Truthfully, I was trying to look cool and delay
actually taking a sip. I do like red wine, but I don’t know
anything about wine. I certainly don’t know how to talk about it.
Heck, I’m better at talking about grilled chunks of bologna after
so many years of hearing my mom rhapsodize about it.

She giggled. “Careful. You’ll end up
watering the grass at that rate.”

“Yes. You’re right. Well. Cheers!” I took a
big sip and swallowed. It tasted like red wine, fruity like she
said, but I didn’t know what sort of complexity she thought I was
supposed to taste.

She was looking at me expectantly.

“It’s … good,” I said.

Her grin got bigger. She stepped a bit
closer to me. I could see the twinkle in her green eyes, and the
texture of her cream-colored skin. “I’m sorry I put you on the
spot. I just think it’s very good, and I wanted to share it with
you.”

“No worries. I guess you did make me a
little nervous. I mean, you’re a sommelier. I still get chardonnay
confused with pinot grigio. Or is it pinot noir?”

“I wish people didn’t get nervous when they
find out what I do. I wish you weren’t nervous.” She smiled at me,
a bit coyly I thought.

“Your profession making someone nervous is
better than boring them.”

“Why? What do you do?”

At this point, we started to drift away from
the drinks table as more people started filling and refilling their
cups. It seemed we moved a little farther away from the crush of
the party, bit by bit, until we were standing under one of the
peach trees in the backyard. The sun was starting to set, but the
shade provided by the tree was still welcome.

“I’m a budget analyst with the regional
transportation agency.”

“A snooze a minute, huh?”

“Yeah, but I’m good with numbers.” I
shrugged. “It’s not always boring, at least I don’t think it is.
You know, boredom really isn’t a problem for me there. Besides, it
does pay the bills.” I watched her but tried not make it obvious
that I was staring at how her fingers held her plastic cup, how she
savored her wine, how her shirt hinted at the shape of the breasts
underneath.

“That’s good to know. What do you feel other
than boredom?”

I stopped watching her drink and just looked
at her. In the twilight and pale glow of the paper lanterns
suspended from tree limbs, she was lovely. Her green eyes were
vivid. Her shoulders were muscular. Her smile was slightly crooked,
and she seemed interested in how I felt about my work. No. Strike
that. I think she was interested in me. What I really hadn’t
expected, though, was that I was interested in her, too. After
months of lukewarm dating, I was ready for something more.

“Frustration,” I said. “That’s what I feel
more than anything else because we don’t have enough money to do
what a lot of good people in the agency want to do to make
taxpayers’ lives easier. And a lot of times we don’t have the money
because we have to pay political appointees who really have no
business working there.”

When I finished talking, she sipped more
wine and regarded me with, well, I don’t know. Admiration?
Respect?

“You feel strongly about that,” she said
finally.

I was a little embarrassed. “Yeah. Maybe I
should stop drinking now. Who knows what I’m liable to say and do
if I keep going? Politics can come back to bite you.”

She cocked an eyebrow and reached for my
cup. “I’ll get that filled right back up. I’d like to see what
you’d be liable to do with a little more in you.”

“Okay, but just a little bit.”

As we made our way back to the drinks table,
she said, “You know that pinot grigio and pinot noir aren’t the
same, right? Grigio is white wine. Noir is red.”

“Yeah, I knew that.” I giggled. “Okay. No, I
didn’t.”

“Oh my god. That is so basic, Watson.”

“Hey. I’m not a sommelier. I know numbers
and spreadsheets,” I protested.

“You know what? I think I’ll have to educate
you,” she said. “We should spend some time together.”

I liked the sound of that. For the rest of
the evening, we chatted and flirted. At one point, my parents’
backyard was packed with people, and it got pretty loud. I knew
plenty of the other party guests, but I wasn’t interested in any of
them. Kris and I retreated to the basement den where it was quiet
and cool. We sat on a sofa. She told me about how she got a
scholarship to play basketball at a Division III school. Her
parents divorced in the spring of her sophomore year of college. It
seemed like basketball saved her.

“It kept me from going completely crazy.
Everyone seemed to think that I would drop out of school and not
come back for my junior year. I thought about doing that for maybe
a millisecond. School and basketball were my lifelines. I practiced
and studied all the damn time. Really, I just cut myself off from
everyone. I mean, in a way I was relieved when my mom and dad got
divorced. They had been so miserable for so long, but it also made
me really sad.”

“I remember that,” I said.

She looked at me quizzically. “You remember
what exactly?”

“It’s because of my mom. She knows so many
people who know a lot of people, and she was acquainted with your
mom back from when they were both on the library board.” I
shrugged. “At some point my mom told me that your parents got
divorced. That’s what I remember.”

She didn’t respond right away. We sipped our
wine in silence for several moments.

“You know what the hardest thing was? It was
during my sophomore year that I accepted the fact that I was a
lesbian. I had decided to come out to my parents when I came home
for the summer between sophomore and junior years. They were in the
thick of the divorce so it didn’t seem like the right time. After
the divorce, my being a lesbian seemed really unimportant. I didn’t
come out to them until five or six years after graduation.”

She turned to look me full in the face then.
“This is getting too heavy. Let’s talk about something else.”

I hadn’t minded her talking about her
parents’ divorce, but if she wanted to change the subject, that was
fine with me. So I told her how I discovered fencing in college and
how that led me to my current interest in longsword fighting.

“There’s a tournament coming up in November.
The longsword fight club I’m in is going. It’s going to be
fantastic. It’s really improved my upper body strength, and it’s
fun. I mean, there’s the technique, and you get to hit people. It’s
such a great release valve, you know.”

“Fight club? You’re in a fight club? You’re
not supposed to talk about fight clubs, right?” She was grinning
again. I was beginning to love her grin.

I rolled my eyes. “It’s not like that Brad
Pitt movie, Donnelly.”

“Show me some of your moves.”

“Okay.” I jumped up from the sofa. I
remembered there were a couple of wiffle ball bats in a box in one
of the basement closets. “Hang on.” I left and came back a minute
later carrying two plastic bats that had seen better days. I gave
Kris one of them.

I spent the next several minutes showing her
how to properly hold the bat as if it were a longsword, some
footwork and some basic fighting techniques. We really got into it.
I just liked any excuse to fight, and I think Kris really liked the
athleticism of it. With every swing of the bat, I could see the
outline of her biceps as they flexed and relaxed. At one point, we
were chasing each other around the basement like we were in a fight
scene in a movie. We laughed and screamed until finally collapsing
on the sofa, sitting next to each other with our shoulders
touching.

“You have some sneaky moves,” she said.

“I have to. I mostly fight guys in the
club.” My breathing slowly became more regular. I didn’t know if it
was the right thing to do, this not really being a date and all. We
were also in my parents’ basement, but I didn’t care. I leaned over
and kissed her.

To my delight and relief, she kissed me
back. We didn’t stop kissing for several minutes. She pulled me
closer to her the deeper our kisses became.

“You know we’re making out in your parents’
basement.” She caressed my cheek and kissed my face and down to my
neck.

I laughed. “This is actually a first for me.
I’ve never made out in my parents’ basement. My brothers did with
their girlfriends.” She was sucking on my neck. I thought I would
end up with a hickey or two before the evening was over.

She slipped her hand under my shirt, started
massaging one of my boobs.

Then I heard a heavy tread on the steps
coming down into the basement.

“Ooops. Oh, I’m sorry. Sorry, girls.”

We broke apart. It was my dad. I felt like I
was in high school, and I was so busted.

“Hello. Hello. I just came down to get more
ice from the freezer,” he said, walking briskly the wrong way.

“The freezer’s back that way, Dad.” I pulled
my shirt down. I noticed Kris running her fingers through her hair.
Between the impromptu longsword fight and making out, her hair had
ended up quite tousled.

“Yes. That’s where I’m going. The freezer.”
He opened the freezer and pulled out a bag of ice. “Thanks for
bringing the wine, Kris. It’s really good. Aisha, your mother wants
to know if you’ll be wanting any of Nadine’s key lime pie. She’ll
set a couple of pieces aside if you do.”

“No, that’s all right, Dad.”

“I’m glad you like the wine, Mr. Watson,”
Kris said.

He stopped at the top of the steps and said
over his shoulder, “Looks like you two need some ice to cool off,
too. Freezer’s over there.”

“Oh, ha-ha, Dad.”

After he left, we giggled. Even though I’m
thirty-two years old, I felt like I was fifteen. Kris held my
hand.

“I hate to say this, but I have to get
going. I have several meetings tomorrow starting early,” she said.
“But I’d like to see you again.”

“Good.” We exchanged phone numbers and email
addresses. I walked her out to her car where we kissed goodbye. The
rest of the night passed in a blur. I mingled and chatted with the
remaining party guests but thought about Kris the whole time. She
texted me goodnight when she got home. I didn’t know if this would
lead to a long-term relationship, but it seemed like Kris and I
would be able to have some fun together. That’s no bad thing. Maybe
Mom was right. Maybe she could find me a nice girl.

*~*~*

Kris actually called me instead of texting me a
couple of days later to talk about getting together. I was thrilled
to hear her voice. She suggested we go to this little French-style
bistro for dinner the following Friday night. She said that she
liked the fancy, high-end restaurant she was the sommelier at well
enough, but its design really didn’t make it conducive to having a
conversation without shouting at your dinner companion. The bistro
was cute and cozy, and the pastry chef was her friend. You won’t
believe the things he can do with chocolate, she had said when
we talked on the phone. That was good enough for me. Besides, the
bistro was only a few blocks from my apartment.

She picked out the wines we drank during the
meal and after. We had chocolate pots de crème for dessert. We
lingered over the creamy dessert and continued talking until
closing time. We didn’t want to say goodbye just yet, so we headed
out into the sultry September night. There was a bar around the
corner from the bistro that looked lively.

“We could go inside and get a drink,” I
said. The bar’s windows were open to let the night air in. Noise
spilled out as we stood on the sidewalk.

“Don’t you live around here?”

“Yeah. It’s just a few blocks away.”

She stepped closer to me, smiled and held my
eyes with hers. “Not far then. We should go there.”

We stared at each other for several moments.
Everything else seemed to drop away—the bar, the bar noises, the
street noises. It seemed it was just us there on the sidewalk.

Finally, I said, “Okay. Let’s go to my
place, but you have to dance.”

“What, Watson?”

I nodded. “Dance. We’re going to have a
little dance party at my place. Do you think you’re up for that,
Donnelly?”

She looked uncertain only momentarily.
“Yeah. I’m up for that.”

“Great! Let’s go.”

Fortunately, I had done some cleaning that
morning, so I had nothing to be embarrassed about. I was less sure
about the wines in my pantry. She was a sommelier after all, but
she clearly wasn’t a snob. She chose a red from my limited
collection mostly gathered from what other people brought to my
parties. We drank and chatted. After a few minutes of that, I put
on some music for us to dance to, some R&B from the sixties,
just the sort of thing I loved. I loved a woman who liked to
dance.

I held my hand out to her. “Shall we
dance?”

She smiled and put down her glass. “That’s
what we’re here for.” She stood up and took my hand.

We took off our shoes, and we danced and
danced. Song after song was up tempo so we twisted, shimmied and
shook. When some 1970s disco snuck in there, we did the bump and a
slightly tipsy hustle. At one point, Kris took the lead and spun
and dipped me. When I came back up from the dip, she didn’t let go.
We were both breathing hard.

“This isn’t a slow dance song,” I said,
still trying to catch my breath. I put my arms around her neck.

“I don’t care,” she said.

I felt her hands on my back. She moved them
up and down. At last, with one hand she began to lift the bottom of
my shirt. Her fingertips grazed the small of my back. Her other
hand found its way to my ass. My lips brushed against hers. I
laughed softly.

“What’s so funny?” Kris said.

“Do you think this is what my mom had in
mind when she invited your mother and you to the barbecue last
weekend?”

Now Kris giggled. “Interesting. I did think
it was weird that my mother was so eager for us to go to your
mother’s barbecue. I mean, she said that it’s always a good party,
but she was really excited this year. They were setting us
up, weren’t they?”

“Definitely,” I said.

Again, my lips grazed her lips. “Just what
do you think we could get up to?”

Suddenly, she picked me up. I involuntarily
squealed. It was a squeal of happiness. I think the last time
anyone carried me was when I was six years old and it was my dad. I
had fallen off my bike and fractured my elbow. She picked me up
with those strong arms of hers.

“I’ll show you what we could get up to,” she
said as she carried me into my bedroom. Once inside, she set me
down on the bed.

I scrambled up to the head of the bed.

“Where are you going?” she asked. I could
hear the smile in her voice.

“I want to see you.” I switched on the lamp
on the nightstand.

She got on the bed and advanced on me,
pushing me down so she was on top of me. We looked into each
other’s eyes for what seemed like several minutes, like we couldn’t
believe that this would have happened in a million years.

“Do you like what you see?” She had
unbuttoned the top buttons of my shirt and moved her hand to my
chest. Her fingertips played with the edge of my bra cup.

I nodded. “I do.” I couldn’t stand it any
longer so I pulled her head down and kissed her. I pulled away a
bit to run my tongue along her lips before she pushed her tongue
into my mouth. I moaned. I couldn’t catch my breath, but I didn’t
want to stop kissing.

I pulled at the bottom of her shirt and
started pulling it up. She let me pull it over her head and off of
her revealing a hot pink underwire bra. Smiling slyly, she reached
behind her back and undid her bra and flung it off onto the floor.
Her nipples pointed upwards, and her breasts were round. She
finished unbuttoning my shirt. My bra clasped at the front, so it
was easy for her to undo the clasp releasing my breasts as well. I
sat up and shimmied out of the bra and shirt, which got tossed
aside on the floor along with other bits of clothing. We kissed
again and, with momentum on Kris’ side, she pushed me back down.
She kissed her way down from my lips, along my neck and shoulders,
and down to my tits. She ran her tongue around each nipple and then
down to my waistband. I knew I was getting wet, and it was all I
could do not to come right then and there. I ran my hands through
her hair as she planted several kisses on my tummy.

She unzipped my fly and gave my pants a tug.
I let her pull them off along with my underwear. I sat up and
started tugging on her pants. She got naked, too.

“You are magnificent!” she said.

I laughed as she took me in her arms, and we
collapsed onto the bed. This time I was on top of her. I moved my
hand down between her legs. She had a “landing strip.” The narrow
strip of light brown pubic hair guided me from her pubic hairline
to the entrance of her labial lips. My fingers fluttered around her
vagina. I loved the wetness she had down there.

“Next time, you should trim your hair down
here so it ends in an arrow shape,” I said, chuckling.

“I’ll keep that in mind. Let me see
yours.”

I sat up so she could get a good look at my
snatch. I had a bikini trim. She touched the pubic hair I did
have.

“Nice. So dark, your hair, and curly. I like
it.” Now her fingers were probing my labial lips, gliding through
the wetness, making me gasp when one of her fingers found my
clit.

We lay down on the bed, facing each other,
our fingers in each other’s snatches. I slipped my index finger
inside of her while she started massaging my clit. We moaned and
kissed. The harder she massaged my clit, the more I indulged in a
sort of whimpering that, under other circumstances, I’d find a bit
undignified. I tried to concentrate on moving at least one of my
fingers to her clit, but she had the upper hand, as it were. I
couldn’t stop whimpering and moaning. Kris seemed to like it. I
removed my fingers from her snatch and started pinching one of her
nipples. This made her massage my clit more vigorously. Sooner than
I would have liked, I started coming. I bucked against her hand as
my orgasm washed over me. She held onto me tightly, as if she were
afraid that my orgasmic convulsions would wrench me from her, off
the bed and onto the floor. I didn’t want it to stop. I didn’t want
her to stop holding me.

Kris held me as my breathing became more
regular. I was dazed, but I wanted to make her feel as good as she
had just made me feel. She sucked on her fingers, the ones that had
been responsible for the fantastic orgasm I had just had.

“I like how you taste,” she said.

I took hold of her hand, kissed the palm and
then sucked on her index finger. She responded just how I hoped she
would, closing her eyes and moaning.

“Now let me get a taste of you.” I gently
pushed her onto her back. I kissed and licked my way down to her
landing strip.

“So, I played trumpet in band, as you know.
And trumpet players, well, all brass instrument players, have to do
a lot with their lips.” I licked and sucked in the area around her
clit. “We change pitch by altering the muscular contractions of our
lips. We also manipulate our tongues to support the sound and to
change sound and pitch. After years of that, my lips and tongue are
incredibly agile and strong. Let me show you.”

I found her clit and used my tongue and lips
to manipulate and massage it. I pushed one of my fingers and then
another and another inside of her.

“Oh my… Don’t stop.” She gasped as I applied
more pressure to her clit and started pushing my fingers in and out
of her. Her vaginal muscles tightened around my fingers.

I really liked slithering my tongue around
the inner and outer lips of her vagina before going back to her
clit. At one point, she became most insistent.

“Stay on my clit, for God sakes!”

What could I do but obey? Even though I’d
never had sex with Kris before, I had a pretty good idea that she
was close to coming. She started doing this cute whistle as her
breathing became heavier. Soon after the whistle started, she came.
Her legs shuddered. Her hips bucked, and she arched her back as she
shouted her pleasure. I kissed the insides of her thighs and kissed
my way back up to her face, licking each of her nipples along the
way. Her nipples were hard as pebbles, and I slid beside her and
cradled her in my arms. She still trembled a little.

“That whistling thing you do—it’s like
you’re a kettle on the boil,” I said.

“Ha-ha,” she said. “It’s so
embarrassing.”

“Don’t be embarrassed. Well, you can be
embarrassed if you want, but I think it’s cute.”

We lay together for a while, me holding her,
not speaking, just enjoying each other’s company. I thought she had
fallen asleep after a few minutes. I was wrong.

“This was fun. I like you,” Kris said. She
sounded sleepy and sexy. She propped herself up on her elbow.

“Did you think it was weird that my mom was
finding dates for me? I wondered if the women she set me up with
thought I was a loser.”

“I didn’t think that. I was intrigued. Did
you think you’re a loser?”

I propped myself up on my elbow so I faced
her. I traced her lips with my index finger. “Not a loser, no. I
guess I just thought that there was something off about me, that
I’d lost whatever ability I had to judge someone’s character or at
least recognize a red flag when it was waved right in front of
me.”

“How many girls have you been out with since
your mom’s been setting you up?” She kissed the tip of my finger
and lay back down.

I thought about it. “Including you,
eighteen.”

“Eighteen!”

“My mom does not mess around. She wants me
settled down with a nice girl, the right girl, sooner rather than
later.” I lay down in her arms. We entwined our legs.

“Has she lined up any more dates for
you?”

“She hasn’t told me yet, but she probably
has. Like I said, she doesn’t mess around. Would you be
jealous?”

“No. Well, a little, but that’s stupid. I
have no claim on you.”

“And I have no claim on you. You just moved
back a few months ago, so you should be out there meeting new
people, dating.” She suddenly got this sheepish look on her face.
“What?” I sat up, so I was looking down at her.

“You know the gay sports association? It has
a women’s basketball league. I’m on one of the teams. I have a date
tomorrow for lunch with a girl from one of the other teams.”

“That’s great,” I said. And I really meant
it. I think if we had met five years ago, and we had had a roll in
the hay and then she told me she was going on a date with someone
the next day, I probably would have been peeved. Tonight, it just
didn’t seem like something to get worked up about. I liked her, and
if it was meant to be more than one very special night it would
happen without me forcing anything.

“I had a girlfriend in Australia, very
intense. I actually met her when I was in Italy. I went to
Australia to be with her. It ended badly a year ago. I haven’t
dated since. I just thought I’d get my dating sea legs back, you
know?”

“Shhh. You don’t owe me an explanation. Just
have fun. I broke up with my ex a year ago, too.”

She looked up at me with—admiration? I’m not
a mind reader, so I couldn’t tell really. She grinned. “Are you
ready for more?”

“Oh yes,” I said.

In a smooth and expert move, she had me on
my back again. She clambered on top of me, bringing her knee up
into my crotch, pressing on my clit. I gasped.

“Oh yes,” I said again.

*~*~*

Because of our schedules it was tricky to get
together, but we managed to see each other several times over the
next couple of months. I worked a typical 9-5 weekday schedule
while Kris worked weekday evenings and a couple of weekends a
month. We dated other people, too. Kris because she wanted to have
some no-strings fun, she said. Part of the reason why I continued
was because I was fascinated by my mom’s ability to find women for
me to date. For someone who said that the lesbian dating pool
wasn’t very big, and she was right about that, she sure seemed to
be able to successfully mine the Chicago metropolitan area for
eligible women to a degree that I could never match. Kris and I
talked a little about the dates we went on with others. I didn’t
sleep with any of them, like I had with Kris, although I did make
out with a couple of them. I have needs, and it was fun.

The longsword tournament I’d been looking
forward to and preparing for was scheduled for the first Saturday
in November at a suburban hotel. That was the day things seemed to
change. Kris had that evening off, so she volunteered to drive me
out there and back. I told her she’d probably be bored because I
was only competing in one event. She said she wouldn’t mind. The
saving grace was that there were enough women entered that there’d
be round-robin play to start, so more opportunity for Kris to see
me in action. Single elimination would come later. The sixteen
women entered were placed in four groups, four women in each group.
I played three matches that morning. Besides Kris, a few of my
friends, and my parents made up a cheering section for me. It was
fantastic.

I won my group, so I advanced to the single
elimination round, which started in mid-afternoon. I won my first
match and met probably the strongest women’s longsword fighter in
the country in the final. I started out well, but she was just so
good and so strong. She flat out overpowered me. I was a little
disappointed to get second place. I mean, I had fantasized about
being the all-conquering heroine in front of Kris. I thought she’d
find that really sexy but really, I was just so glad she was there.
We went back to her place where she fed me short ribs she had
cooked in a slow cooker. I was exhausted, and I was thinking of how
much I had begun to care about Kris. It scared me a little.

“Will you stay with me tonight?” she asked
as we cleared the table.

“Of course, although I’m not sure how much
I’ll be up for.”

“That’s okay. We’ll take it slow. You know,
I thought you were amazing today. I know you would have liked to
have won first place, but I think you did great.”

“Thanks. She really smacked me a good one. I
got a bruise on my upper arm.” I pulled up my shirt sleeve to show
her the blue mark.

She nodded. “Yeah, I noticed. Don’t forget
to ice it.”

“I won’t. I won’t.” I helped her load dishes
into the dishwasher.

“Listen. I got a text this morning from
work. My boss has approved my trip to Chile.”

“You’re going to Chile? That sounds great,”
I said. “When?”

“After Christmas. It’s a buying trip. It’s
for ten days. It’ll be summer down there. Will you come with me? Do
you think you can get the time off? You won’t have to pay for
accommodations because it’s a work trip for me. What do you
think?”

When I had had dinner with my parents the
other night, my mom had asked me about my dating Kris. She had
asked, “So, is it going
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