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The Awarded One's Compendium of Prayers

1 John 5:14: "This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us."
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PRAY ACCORDING TO GOD'S WILL​[1]
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The confidence that we will receive something from God doesn't come simply from fasting or prolonged prayers, even though all of that is important. There's nothing more necessary than understanding God's will. Desiring to connect with God's will is the first requirement; it's the magnet that connects us with rewards. When God instructed Moses to meditate on His word, and Joshua, Solomon, etc., it was to make the people know God's will. 

A child who doesn't know their parents' will makes serious mistakes. God gave us the Bible so we could know His will. Jesus said, "I do everything I saw and heard from my Father." Jesus prayed according to the Father's will. Have you ever thought if your prayers are within God's will? God has wills, and so does Satan. It's our duty to discern the inclinations of our wills. There's a correct way to pray that makes you rewarded. And that way is to pray according to God's will. All the men of God in the Bible had what they had because they knew this principle and cherished it. Jesus said: when you pray, say "Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven."

Heaven and earth must obey God's will, which is why God doesn't apply any prayer outside of this alignment. Remember Balaam when he wanted to curse God's people; he simply couldn't because it wasn't God's will for His people to be cursed. God's people always suffered when they were outside His will; suffering entered humanity from Eden due to deviation from God's will. All that Satan doesn't want is to see God's will done. 

This is the struggle; churches that don't bother to apply God's will, even Satan is an evangelist of these places. Satan can make people pray and fast, deceiving them in their minds that they are worshipping God. Not just any prayer or fast has the function of breaking yokes. Everything we do that's far from what God wants, God doesn't take responsibility for. For this reason, Apostle Paul said "I want to know Christ more, His breadth, depth..." Paul was zealous not to displease God by failing to fulfill His will. The same happened with Moses when he said: "Lord, without your presence, I will not go."

Seek to know God's will just as every good worker seeks to understand their employer's will. The bad worker does what suits them. Jesus said: "Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." This statement, like Matthew 7:7, "Ask and you will receive..." wasn't for just anyone. To whom were these words directed? To the multitude? 

No. These promises were directed to His disciples; in other words, they were directed to people who already knew God's will and were zealous to practice it. The reward of God's promises is given to us by the alignment of God's will with our own wills.

Few people question the origin of wills: Where do our wills come from? Are they innate? Shaped by experience or by social and cultural factors? Are they influenced by biological factors? To what extent can reason influence and control the will? Eve's judgment was influenced by Satan. She acted against her better judgment, against what she herself claimed to want. This leads us to question whether will is always conscious?
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HOW TO APPROACH GOD
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We all have access to God, and for this reason, the Bible encourages us to have confidence, to draw near to Him without hesitation. The word "confidence" (in the original Greek, parrhesia) refers not just to a vague hope, but rather to boldness, that is, certainty.

When Moses was approaching the burning bush, he walked with hesitation. Then God instructed him to take off his sandals. There are four (4) possible meanings that explain Moses' act of taking off his sandals:

	Recognition of the Holiness of the Place: In some Middle Eastern cultures, it's a sign of reverence and respect. At that moment and in that specific place, God's presence made the ground of that place holy.

	Sign of Humility and Submission.

	Preparation for a Sacred Encounter: A gesture indicating a willingness to approach God with a reverent heart and open mind.

	Leaving the Mundane Behind: Sandals can be seen as something that connects us to the outside world. By removing them, Moses was called to leave behind the world's concerns to focus entirely on God's presence and voice.







As we approach God, the Bible encourages us to have confidence, to draw near to Him without hesitation. Hebrews 11:6 says, "And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him."

God is a rewarder. However, this reward is preceded by two major phases:

	Absence of hesitation, that is, confidence in God.

	Asking for something according to God's will. This is the fundamental condition for that confidence.







Prayers must be aligned with what God has already revealed in His Word, with His character, and His purposes.

The Importance of Praying According to God's Will

It's important to note that when the Bible speaks of "having what we ask for," this "having" can manifest in ways we don't always immediately understand. God can respond with a "yes," "no," or "wait." For example, God did not grant Moses' request when he wanted to see God's face. 

God did not grant Apostle Paul's request regarding the thorn in his flesh. God did not grant Jesus' request about removing the cup.

All of God's answers are part of a larger plan. His sovereignty and His purposes are greater and more encompassing than we can comprehend.

	A negative answer can have a redemptive purpose.

	The negative answer protected Moses and exalted God's immeasurable holiness.

	The "negative" answer for Jesus was essential to redeem humanity.







When we speak of redemption, in its Latin etymology (redimere), it means to rescue and deliver. God's "yes," "no," and "wait" have the purpose of delivering or rescuing us. In His sovereignty, God delivers us from ourselves and from situations we are unaware of; He rescues us from ourselves as well as from situations we are unaware of.

It's important to consider God's response in all circumstances, for He assures us in His Word:

"God is not human, that he should lie, or a human being, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?"​[2]

"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future."​[3]​

The Bible encourages us to pray and present our requests to God​[4]. However, it also teaches us to pray according to God's will​[5]. Romans 12:2 states that God's will is good, perfect, and pleasing. But the verse is preceded by a command: "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will." 

This means that only those who do not conform to the world will experience God's good, perfect, and pleasing will. This implies seeking discernment and aligning our thoughts and hearts with God's purposes.​

Prayers made outside of God's will are like missing the target. You miss the target due to a lack of knowledge of God's person. The prophet Hosea said that people err for lack of knowledge. How do we know God's will?​​​

Knowing God's will is not simply about knowing about God, but rather having personal experiences with Him. This involves seeking His presence. When we seek His presence, He reveals Himself through His word, and through that act of recognition, His love and faith are generated within us, because we trust in whom we know.

​​​​Both in Hebrew and Greek, to "know" requires intimacy. This illustrates the depth of the relationship God desires to have with us. It involves opening your heart and dedicating time to connect with Him (studying the Bible, meditating, and sincerely applying what you've read).

The Importance of Praying According to God’s Will

It refers to the value, necessity, and urgency of something. In this case, it is a call to recognize the spiritual and practical weight of praying correctly. Praying according to God’s will means:

	Submitting our desires to what God knows is best.

	Basing our prayers on biblical principles and not just on momentary wishes.

	Trusting that God answers according to His timing, wisdom, and love.


Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane, said: “Not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 22:42). This illustrates the perfect model of prayer according to God’s will—even in suffering, He fully trusted the Father’s plan.

Praying according to God’s will is not limiting our requests but expanding our trust in Him. It is acknowledging that God knows what is best, and that our prayers are more powerful when they are in harmony with His eternal plan.

“Praying according to God’s will is allowing Him to transform our hearts before transforming our circumstances.” God is unchanging (Malachi 3:6), and prayer is not intended to manipulate His will. 

When we pray according to God’s will, we are shaped by Him. Prayer transforms our heart, adjusts our motivations, and aligns our desires with His. Psalm 37:4 – “Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart.” Before asking God for something, ask yourself: “Does this please God or only me?” Pray that God shapes your inner being, not just your external reality.

“We can only pray according to God’s will if we learn to hear His voice.” Discerning God’s will requires intimacy. Romans 12:2 — “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may discern what is the good, pleasing and perfect will of God.” 

God’s will is not perceived superficially. It is revealed to those who approach Him with humility and persistence. Intimacy with God develops spiritual sensitivity. John 15:7 – “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” Cultivate daily time of prayer, Bible reading, and silence before God. His will is discerned more through fellowship than anxiety.

How do we react when God’s answer is not what we want? “A ‘no’ from God can be the most loving way to protect us.” A “no” from God can deliver us from something destructive. God sees what we do not and knows what we cannot know. Praying according to His will means accepting His “no’s” with maturity and faith. 2 Corinthians 12:8-9 – Paul prayed three times for the thorn in the flesh to be removed, but God said: “My grace is sufficient for you.” How many times have you thanked God for prayers He did not answer as you wanted? Trust that God’s silence can be His greatest protection.

“God’s will includes not only the ‘what’ but also the ‘when.’” Are we willing to trust God’s timing, or do we demand immediate answers? God’s will is not limited to what He wants to do but also when He chooses to act. He operates at the right time, even if that frustrates our urgencies. Ecclesiastes 3:1 – “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.” Pray with faith, but practice patience. Ask not only for answers but for strength to wait. Spiritual maturity is also measured in waiting.

“Knowing God’s Word is essential to praying within His will.” Practical examples:

	Pray for wisdom (James 1:5)

	Pray for others (James 5:16)

	Pray for spiritual strength (Ephesians 3:16)


God’s Word reveals His desires and priorities. When we base our prayers on biblical principles, we pray with greater certainty that we are within divine will. 1 John 5:14 – “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.” Pray with the Bible open. For example:

	When reading about wisdom in Proverbs, pray for discernment.

	When reading about forgiveness, pray to forgive those who hurt you.


The importance of having the Holy Spirit: “The Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for
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