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      "An atmospheric mystery with a heart! Murder on the Canvas is not only a gripping whodunit but also a love letter to art and creativity. Cassandra Fairweather is a character you’ll root for—she’s sharp, compassionate, and full of surprises. The perfect cozy read for a rainy afternoon!"

      

      
        
        ~ Samantha L

      

      

      "This book has everything I love about the cozy mystery genre: a picturesque setting, a cast of quirky suspects, and a clever sleuth. The art retreat is the perfect backdrop for a murder mystery, and the twists and turns kept me hooked. I can't wait for the next book in the series!”

      

      
        
        ~ Emily R

      

      

      

      “Brilliantly plotted and filled with rich, atmospheric details. I loved the interplay of art and mystery—it added so much depth to the story. The suspects are multidimensional, and the reveal was as satisfying as it was surprising. Highly recommend”

      
        
        ~ Megan W.
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      WHEN THE BANK’S VALUES ARE WORTH KILLING FOR…

      In the heart of Montana’s wild beauty, artist and retreat owner Cassandra Fairweather has built a sanctuary for truth, healing, and creativity. But when she’s pressured into hosting a luxury “wellness retreat” for the top brass of one of the country’s most powerful banks—the same kind of institution that destroyed her family—she braces for a week of hypocrisy and hollow corporate slogans.

      What she doesn’t expect is murder.

      One by one, the executives begin to die—each death eerily echoing one of the bank’s five “core values”: Caring. Integrity. Passion. Courage. United.

      With the sheriff’s suspicions closing in, Cassandra is forced to investigate the people she loathes most. What she uncovers is a web of money laundering through art acquisitions, offshore shell companies, political payoffs, and mob connections—all hidden beneath the polished veneer of “ethical banking.”

      When her own art is vandalized and evidence is planted to frame her, Cassandra must use every ounce of her skill, wit, and intuition to expose the killer before she becomes the next target.

      In a world where banks pretend to be ethical, Cassandra Fairweather paints the truth. But will it be enough to stop a killer?
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      Cassandra Fairweather eyed the blinking line on her studio phone as though it were a snake coiled in the grass. It was never good news when the bank called—not on a Friday afternoon, not when the shadows were long and the scent of linseed oil still hung fresh in the air.

      “Cassandra speaking.”

      “Ah, Ms. Fairweather,” came the syruped tone of Neil Tuckerman, the local bank manager who wore pastel ties and the smug smile of someone who had never known a hard day. “You’ll be pleased to hear we’ve had a very exciting request come across our desks.”

      She said nothing, letting the silence stretch—just long enough for him to squirm.

      “Willow Hollow has been highly recommended,” he pressed on. “One of our national corporate partners—well, a rather prestigious financial institution, actually—is looking for a luxury location for an executive wellness retreat. Artists’ havens are trending, and your… ah, reputation for healing experiences and ‘emotional exploration through color’ came up in a regional strategy meeting.”

      He said it like it tasted off.

      Cassandra felt her jaw tighten. She knew that tone. Polite. Calculated. Framed as a favor but loaded with expectation. “You mean your bank is recommending my retreat to their bank?”

      Neil chuckled nervously. “Let’s just say there’s enthusiasm from both ends.”

      She turned her back to the canvas she’d been working on—a soft wash of indigo and burnt sienna—and stared out the studio window toward the distant mountains. Her gut, which rarely failed her, twisted like a knife in old wounds. She hadn’t forgotten how this very bank had stripped her mother of her home, or how the paperwork they claimed was 'lost in the system' had led to her father’s final, desperate act.

      “And what if I say no?” she asked.

      There was a pause. A too-careful one.

      “Well,” Neil cleared his throat, “I did notice your mortgage review is coming up. Just a standard reassessment, of course. But it never hurts to show goodwill, Cassandra. These things... they go on record.”

      Bile rose in her throat. So that was it. Not a recommendation. A coercion, disguised in calligraphy.

      “I see,” she said coldly. “When do they arrive?”

      “Monday,” he said cheerfully, as if she’d just accepted an invitation to a garden party. “They’ll stay the week. I’ll send the details through shortly. You’re doing something very important for the community, Cassandra. Banking is changing. We’re all about progress now—financial, social, environmental.”

      She hung up before he finished the sentence.

      In the silence that followed, she stared down at her open hands, streaked with alizarin crimson and payne’s grey. “Funny,” she murmured, “they always come painted as saviors.”

      Outside, the wind stirred the lupines.

      Inside, Cassandra whispered to no one, “This place is sacred. They’d better tread lightly.”

      She had no idea that by week’s end, several of them wouldn’t be treading at all.
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      They came in sleek caravans of contradiction—Teslas and black SUVs, gleaming like beetles under the crisp Montana sun. The hum of their engines whispered progress, their tinted windows murmured money. Out stepped the wolves, dressed in cream cashmere and recycled cotton, smiling as if the world owed them kindness for merely showing up.

      Cassandra stood barefoot on the porch of Willow Hollow, her arms folded tightly across her linen smock, watching them spill out in pairs and small clusters, each clutching monogrammed tote bags and eco-branded journals that read:

      “Together, we shape a better tomorrow: Financial. Social. Environmental.”

      The hypocrisy hit her like the first sour sip of spoiled wine.

      “They always arrive looking like they’ve done us a favor,” she muttered.

      Maybelle, standing beside her, gave a soft snort and leaned in. “And smelling like they bathe in mint-scented self-importance.”

      Cassandra’s lips twitched. Just barely. “Let’s keep the wine bottles locked.”

      The bankers were chirping now, exclaiming over the wildflowers as if they were props. One knelt to take a selfie with the lavender. Another commented loudly about how “rustic” the place was—like a curated Airbnb listing, not a place someone had lived, painted, bled, and nearly lost.

      Cassandra tried to tune them out, focusing instead on the weathered wood of the veranda railing beneath her fingers. It was solid. Honest. Nothing about the retreat was designed to impress people who measured everything by growth projections and quarterly returns.

      Then she saw her.

      Rowena
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