
    
    
    






     





    

		




    
	
For Alex, Isla, Naya, Matilda, Zuma, and Miya

with love

and for Jack Terry Rubin

1925–2016
 
		
May his memory always be for a blessing—L. N.
 
		
For the friends who see and hear us—S. R.
 		
				
Special thanks to Rabbi Nancy Flam who so kindly and generously shared

her knowledge and expertise during the writing of this book.
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hen Mom pulls a pan out of the oven,

the whole house smells like a chocolate factory.
 
		
“Can I have a brownie?” I ask.




    
		
“Sorry, Lizzie,” Mom says. “These are for Joshua’s

family. After supper, we’re going to pay them a shiva call.”
 
		
“A shiver call? Brrrr.” I hunch my shoulders and

rub my arms.
 
		
Mom smiles. “Not a shiver call, Lizzie. A shiva call.

Joshua’s family is sitting shiva for his grandfather.

It’s a Jewish custom that takes place after a family

member dies.”
 		

	

    

	



    

“I bet Joshua is really sad,” I say. “Maybe I can cheer

him up. Maybe we can finish the puzzle we’ve been

working on. Or maybe he can show me a new magic trick.”
 
		
“Maybe,” says Mom. “But Joshua might want to just sit

quietly. Or he might want to talk about his grandpa.”
		



    
	
Mom and I put on our coats and walk over to Joshua’s house.
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