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Chapter 1: The Invite
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Violet’s phone buzzed on the kitchen counter, rattling against the quartz like an excited beetle. She glanced up from the sink, where she was halfway through washing a single wine glass—the last relic of a quiet Friday night spent alone with a book and a vaguely optimistic feeling about the weekend. She dried her hands on her grey sweatpants, leaving faint damp patches, and padded over.

The screen glowed with a string of messages in the group chat named “The Gaylipops,” a holdover from a long-ago inside joke that had stubbornly refused to die.

Trisha: So. It’s finally happening!

Trisha: The hot tub is installed. Heated. Bubbling menacingly.

Trisha: My backyard looks like a cheesy resort. I love it!

A photo followed. Violet’s breath caught, just a little. There it was: a sleek, cedar-rimmed tub built into Trisha’s new deck, steam curling into the cool afternoon air. The backdrop was pure suburbia—tall, rain-washed cedars, a sliver of distant North Shore mountain, and the soft, pearl-grey sky of a late-spring Saturday.

Ashley: OMFG. It’s beautiful. I’m already emotionally attached.

Ashley: When do we baptize it?

Violet smiled. She could almost hear Ashley’s voice, that bright, melodic tone that always sounded like it was on the verge of laughter.

Trisha: Today. This afternoon. Before the rain they’re promising for tomorrow ruins the vibe. My place. 4 pm.

Trisha: BYOB. And by B, I mean Bubbly.

Ashley: You’re speaking my love language. I’ll bring the cheese board. The fancy one with the weird apricot jam you pretend to hate but always eat most of.

Trisha: I have no idea what you’re talking about. And I’ll deny it in any court of law.

Violet’s thumb hovered. A warm, familiar anticipation bubbled up in her chest. This was their rhythm. Their dynamic. Trisha, all decisive energy and dry wit; Ashley, the effervescent social catalyst; and her, Violet, the sometimes-reserved one who was always, always pulled into their orbit. They were more than friends—they were a triad forged in the fires of coming out, bad dating apps, and the sacred, sticky floors of queer bars on Davie Street. They’d seen each other through heartbreaks, career changes, and that one ill-advised shared haircut. And yes, in the fluid, uncomplicated way of their community, they’d each, at different times and in different pairings, explored something more with one another. And those times had been fun. Easy. A chapter that felt both intimate and conclusively past, folded into the deeper fabric of their friendship.

This was just a hot tub. With her friends.

She typed.

Violet: I’m in. The tub looks incredible, Trish! Congrats on finally finishing the renovation saga.

Violet: I’ll bring the Prosecco. The good stuff from that little shop on Commercial Drive.

Ashley: The one that makes you feel like you’re in a European film? Yes. Perfect.

Trisha: 4 pm. Don’t be fashionably late. The jets won’t wait.

Violet set her phone down. The quiet of her Kitsilano apartment felt different now—not empty, but prelude. She moved to the window, looking out at the drizzle-damp street. A Saturday afternoon stretching into evening with her two favourite people. It was simple. It was perfect.

She knew the protocol. This wasn’t a date, but it wasn’t not a gathering requiring a slight elevation from her current sweatpants-and-an-old-band-t-shirt status. She headed to her bedroom, her mind already flipping through her closet. Something comfortable for the drive over, easy to change out of later. The thought of what she’d change into flickered at the edge of her mind—a quick, vivid flash of fabric she’d bought just for this—but she pushed it aside. Not yet. That was for later, for the steamy water and the lowering light.

First, the Prosecco.

She grabbed her keys and a reusable bag, shrugging on a lightweight, hooded jacket over her t-shirt. The drive to the wine shop was short, the city in that lazy Saturday lull. She found the bottles—two, because one was never enough with them—and felt a small thrill of satisfaction. This was her role. The provider of the good bubbles.

Back home, she placed the bottles gently on the counter. They stood there, pale green and promising, condensation already beginning to bead on the glass. She checked the time. 2:47 p.m.

A slow smile spread across her face before putting the bottles
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