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 1 PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE

Nearly one third of Biblical passages are prophetic.  Those dealing with past events have been fulfilled with astounding accuracy. The forecasts dealing with the Tribulation remain open to fulfillment. The series of predictions that Christians term ‘signs of the end times’ are unfolding as you read these pages.

Many Bible verses provide the signs of the end times.  These comprise entire passages and verses. They number about ten. Many more dot the pages of Scripture. Yet these ten make up the core passages. They are as follows

Matthew 24

Mark 13

Luke 21

2 Timothy 3:1-5

2 Peter 3

1Timothy 4:1-2

Revelation 13

Daniel 12:4

Revelation 13:18

Revelation 17

The above passages signs overlap with events that will precede the Tribulation, to those that occur it.  

The Tribulation

God unleashes the judgments detailed in the Revelation during the Tribulation This is the time frame these will occur. The Bible specifies a seven-year duration. These judgments lead to the battle of Armageddon and the end of the World.  The Tribulation divides into two halves. Scholars named the second half the Great Tribulation because during this period the angels release the worst of the Revelation plagues. Jesus and one of the 24 Elders in the Revelation referred to the days as the Great Tribulation.  Bible scholars divide the Tribulation period into two-time frames. They name the second half of the seven years as the Great Tribulation. 

The Parable of the Fig Tree

Three of the Gospels record the Parable of the Fig Tree teaching by Jesus. Matthew 24:32-35, Mark 13:28-31 and Luke 21:29-33 relay various versions.

The Parable of the Fig Tree references appear in the signs of the end times passages.  Think of the tree as depicting unfolding events. These extend into the next branch with smaller limbs protruding. 

The signs exhibit a fractal pattern: one leads to the next. We see this in the fig tree example.  At the end its fruit or buds appear. This illustrates the time frame referred to as the end times. All Christians agree we are living in the end times.  Only many teachers can’t identify the fruit. Neither do they understand the events that led to the current times or what is coming next.

Misreading the Tree

The passage in Luke 21:29-33 reads:

“Then He spoke to them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees.  When they are budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near.  So, you also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near.”

The old expression, “Your barking up the wrong tree.” This describes many of today’s prophecy teachers. As a result, the Bible classifies their teachings as “cunningly devised fables.” Unfortunately, the followers of these teachers believe in stone walls that lead nowhere in the unfolding of the prophetic events. 

Knowing the Fig Tree-What it is Not

The fig tree must align with history. Remember the apostles referred to their days at the last days. So, all historical events from the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ make up the tree.  Such events as the Templars protecting Jerusalem in the Middle Ages to the Westphalia Treaty of 1648 are branches.  The Monarchies and the end of them by the French Revolution depicts another.  Revelation 17 and 18 describes the Whore of Babylon and her judgement. These occur in part for the actions that began with the Roman Empire in the age of the apostles, to the rule of the Papacy in the Holy Roman Empire. 

Buds and Branches on the Fig Tree

The birth of the nation state and the rapid growth of them in the 1800’s and 1900’s lead to the rebirth of the nation of Israel.  Almost simultaneously, the formation of the EU began, which would also become a key end time prophetic development.  The EU will launch the Antichrist, who signs a treaty with Israel. This marks the beginning event of the Tribulation.  If World War 1 did not happen, world leaders would not have signed the treaty at Versailles. This led to World War 11. These wars birthed the nation of Israel and the European Union. 

Trees that are not the Fig Tree

Conspiracy theories, along with those that only look at the latest news headlines are not the fig tree. Many false teachings exist in end time prophecy.  

Conspiracy theories of any sort or variety top the list. The Islam as the Beast of Revelation teaching capitalized on all the ISIS Caliphate headlines.  This situation is past, and the theory has died down.

I have sited the geopolitical errors here, but in deciphering other signs errors exist as well.  You will understand this further as you read on.   


2 SIGNS IN NATURE

 

 

End time signs fall into sections. We can also list the end time verses into both categories and subcategories. They are as follows:

Nature 

We derive these from Matthew 24:7, which states, “And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.” Mark 13:8 reads; “And there will be earthquakes in various places, and there will be famines and troubles. …The word for troubles means disturbances, commotions, and tumults.  Luke 21:11 predicts, “And there will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven.”

Nature has several subcategories:

Extreme weather Tornadoes, floods, droughts, typhoons, hurricanes, heat waves, polar vortexes, record hail and snow fall. Also including brush fires and any record-breaking weather event. 

Decline of the ecosystem

 These erosions occur from the extreme weather. A prime example is the melting of the polar ice caps.

Unusual occurrences in nature

 These events include large numbers of animals suddenly dying, large sinkholes appearing out of nowhere.

Earthquakes

While earthquakes need no explanation, teachers over report them in end time news.  Some report on every earthquake that occurs. In fact, a certain number of earthquakes are expected each year. Only the large earthquakes that break records or occur in unusual places should be considered as an end time sign. 

Pestilences 

The word in the Greek is plural and is used twice in the New Testament. It is the only place in Scripture we see pestilences used in plural. The word defines as both a plague of pests or insects or rodents.  The second definition are illnesses or viruses. Examples are SARS, Ebola, Zika Virus and COVID-19.

Famines 

Jesus predicted famines. These would occur in addition to the great famine predicted in Revelation 6. It has become evident that extreme weather will produce some of these. In addition, the plagues of pests such as locusts and the erosion of the ecosystem will usher in more. All of this will lead to the great famine of Revelation 6 that will also most likely be kicked off by an event wrought by God’s hand of judgement. 


 3 SOCIAL SIGNS-VIOLENCE

 

 

Daniel 8:23 predicts that the end of the world events will occur “when the transgressors are come to the full.”

According to the Hebrew word pasha, transgressors in part defines as “when the number of their sins is completed.” This means men and women will commit every imaginable and wicked sin. Jesus predicts and confirms in Matthew 24:1; “lawlessness will abound.”

Increased Violence: The Days of Noah 

Jesus provided more specifics. He compared the days before His coming to the era of Noah and Lot (Matt. 24:37, Luke 17:26).  As in the days of Noah, violence becomes an epidemic (Gen. 6:11-12).

Lawless

Jesus said the days would be lawless. Lawlessness characterized the days of Lot.   Men called good evil and evil good.

Nation Will Rise Against Nation

With the increased violence people will not get along and neither will nations.  We will see more conflicts between nations, and this means more wars.  In addition, we will witness more riots, commotions, and conflicts. People will not get along in government, churches, businesses, and families.

2Timothy 3:1-5 Perilous Times

The Bible describes the last days as perilous because of the heartless actions of others.2Timothy 3:1-5 sums them up perfectly.  The passage reads:

3 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away. 

2 Timothy Gives Us Specifics

Within the 2 Timothy List we can isolate other social maladies. Many of these expand on Jesus’s warning and description of increased violence and sexual immorality. Some are a symptom of Daniel 8:23, i.e. the sinners coming to the full. The following is the list broken down.

Lovers of themselves-High divorce rate, among many other sins as one seeks to put themselves first.

Lovers of money -Increase in crimes of greed, scams, swindling, preying on other’s vulnerabilities to get their money, stealing, family members stealing from family members.

Boasters-Proud-Blasphemers-disobedient to parents-unthankful-unholy-unloving-unforgiving-slanderers- Entitlement, no regard for God or Jesus or for others. Full of hate, resentment, bitterness, vengeful, and backbiting. Lying about others to make them look bad. Also, people become both vile and evil.  From unloving we see an increase in all kinds of horrific child and animal abuse. 

Without self-control, brutal, despisers of good-Without self-control is frightening. This means that men and women will not control any of their excesses or deviant appetites.   The next describes many of the crimes we now see. It states that they will be brutal. We see this brutality and lack of self-control in many areas.  ISIS provided a classic example. It includes anything from increases of road rage, to brutal rapes of children to war crimes. These are the shocking stories that fill the airwaves. People who literally have no mercy or empathy for the suffering of others.  In addition, they are capable of inflicting unimaginable acts of violence. They are summed up in people becoming “despisers of good.” 

Betrayals

2 Timothy also records, “traitors, headstrong, haughty”.  Jesus warned of betrayals in the Gospels. These would characterize the Tribulation period. Not only are these betrayals forewarned of in the Gospels, but also in Micah 7.  

While these result from family members turning in each other for not taking the mark of the beast in the Tribulation, they also describe behavior in the end times.  We see the rise of betrayals in relationships evidenced by infidelities to many other areas.  

“Headstrong” means that no one will talk these individuals out of their evil deeds. In addition, haughty or proud are the attitudes of those who commit these horrific acts. “Haughty” characterizes a superior attitude of those who feel they can do anything that they want no matter who it harms. 

Lovers of Pleasure-Addictions

2 Timothy concludes with the list of social ills, “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power.”

Addiction clearly falls under the lover of pleasure category.  From overeating, to drug and alcohol abuse. All of these are clearly on the increase.  This also includes obesity, which is gluttony to drug overdoses and porn and sex addiction. 

Their pleasures take precedence over God.  Finally, all the above can have a form of godliness but deny its power. 

As Was the Time of Lot: Sexual Immorality

In the Gospels Jesus predicted that along with the end times being like the days of Noah, they will also mirror Lot’s day. Lot lived in Sodom and Gomorrah. 

God destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by raining fire and brimstone on them.  These cities were renowned for open homosexuality.  Young boys accompanied men and engaged in homosexual and violent activities.  

Sodomites apprehended and raped strange men and dealt violently with anyone who tried to stop them (Gen. 19:19).  These peoples had a distorted sense of right and wrong and were lawless. They also exhibit the traits found in 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 

Pedophilia 

While Sodom and Gomorrah was known for open sexuality, it was also a place of pedophilia. The fact that the Scripture mentions young boys accompanying the men relays this. Joel 3:3, which describes the soldiers in the end times who lay siege to Israel confirms this. 

The verse states: “They have cast lots for My people; Have given a boy in exchange for a harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they may drink.”  During the Tribulation, soldiers sell children for sexual purposes, for as little as a bottle of wine.  Men will use boys as prostitutes.  These acts describe the level of depravity of the end times.  Signs, which we see unfolding today. 

Birth Pangs

Finally, it must be noted that Jesus compared the end time signs to birth pangs. He stated in Matthew 24:8, “These would be the beginning of sorrows.”  What this means is that all the above signs
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