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INTRODUCTION
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Welcome to a world where dreams touch the skies and the spirit of adventure knows no bounds. In the dense, vibrant forest home to creatures of every kind, lives Liza, a lizard unlike any other. While her peers scurry through the underbrush, Liza’s eyes are ever upward, drawn to the effortless flight of the birds above. Most captivating of all are the eagles, who rule the realms of the air with strength and grace. It is the flight of these majestic creatures that fuels Liza's unlikely dream: to soar above the treetops and see the world from the heavens.

This tale unfolds at the roots of the Great Tree, a colossal tower of nature that stretches its fingers to the skies and holds secrets only the brave can uncover. Here, a challenge from Ekon, a proud young eagle, sets Liza on a path that will test her courage, wits, and will. What follows is a journey not just through the physical heights of the forest, but into the very heart of what it means to dream and to belong.

I have included 5 comprehension questions at the end of each chapter to test your understanding of each, with the correct answers at the end of the book. There is also a list of words and their meanings. Do well to learn those words and apply them in your daily speeches. Enjoy reading.
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CHAPTER 1 A DREAM TO FLY
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Liza, the little lizard, had always been entranced by the sky. High above the treetops, where the leaves whispered secrets to the winds, the birds sailed effortlessly. But among all the creatures that conquered the air, the eagles, with their commanding wings and noble flights, fascinated Liza the most.

[image: image]One bright morning, as the dew still clung to the leaves, Liza watched from her perch on a gnarled mango tree. Her eyes followed an eagle soaring high above the forest canopy. The sight stirred a longing in her heart—a dream to see the world from up there.

"Why should the sky be just for the birds?" she mumbled to herself, her voice barely a whisper against the rustling leaves.

With a determined flick of her tail, Liza descended the tree and scurried across the forest floor, gathering materials: large leaves, sturdy vines, and a few feathers that had drifted down from the skies above. She was a crafty little lizard, and by the time the sun reached its zenith, she had fashioned a pair of wings.

Standing atop a small hill, Liza strapped the wings to her back. They were a vibrant patchwork of green leaves and shimmering feathers. She took a deep breath, feeling the breeze lift the edges of her makeshift wings. With a hopeful heart, she leapt into the air.
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For a fleeting moment, Liza felt the thrill of flight. But gravity is unkind to dreamers who defy it without proper preparation. She flapped desperately, but the ground rushed up to meet her much too quickly. With a soft thud, she landed on a bed of moss.

Undeterred, Liza shook off the dust and leaves. Each attempt brought her a little more air, a little more insight into what might work better next time. As she adjusted a vine here and added a feather there, a shadow passed over her.

"You're quite the ambitious one, aren't you?" a voice boomed from above.

Startled, Liza looked up. It was Ekon, the young eagle she had admired from afar. He perched regally on a nearby branch, a skeptical smirk playing across his beak.
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Liza puffed up, not wanting to appear intimidated. "Yes, and why shouldn't I be? The sky is vast enough for all."

Ekon's talons scratched against the bark as he adjusted his stance. "True, but it's not the domain for everyone, especially not for ground-dwellers like yourself."

"But what if I could make it my domain?" Liza retorted, her voice a mix of defiance and plea.

Ekon tilted his head, considering the tiny creature before him. "Very well," he said after a pause, "If you are so determined, why don't you prove your worth? Climb to the top of the Great Tree by sunset. If you can do that, perhaps I’ll believe your wings aren’t just for show."

Liza looked toward the Great Tree, its top lost in the mists of the high clouds. It was a challenge like no other she had faced. But then, wasn’t her dream worth the challenge?
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"Challenge accepted," she declared, her voice steady, her resolve firm.

As Ekon took flight, disappearing into the blue, Liza turned her gaze to the Great Tree. It was more than just a climb; it was the first true step toward her dream. And with a determined nod, she set off, her makeshift wings left behind—for now. She would not need them for climbing. Her resolve and her claws would suffice.

Multiple-Choice Questions:

1. WHAT FASCINATES Liza the most?

• A) The sky

• B) The trees

• C) Eagles

• D) The forest floor

2. What did Liza use to make her wings?

• A) Sticks and mud

• B) Large leaves, sturdy vines, and feathers

• C) Paper and glue

• D) Silk and bamboo

3. Why did Liza fail in her first attempt to fly?

• A) She was too heavy.

• B) The wings broke.

• C) Lack of proper preparation.

• D) She didn’t jump high enough.

4. What is Liza's reaction after failing her first attempt to fly?

• A) She gives up.

• B) She feels hopeless.

• C) She makes adjustments to try again.

• D) She destroys her wings.

5. Who challenges Liza to prove her worth?

• A) A fellow lizard

• B) A bird

• C) Ekon, the eagle

• D) The narrator

6. What does Ekon ask Liza to do to prove her worth?

• A) Fly above the clouds

• B) Climb the Great Tree

• C) Catch a prey

• D) Sing a song

7. What does Liza mumble to herself?

• A) "I hate the sky."

• B) "The sky is beautiful."

• C) "Why should the sky be just for the birds?"

• D) "I wish I was a bird."

8. What was the state of the Great Tree?

• A) Burning

• B) Lost in the mists of high clouds

• C) Cut down

• D) Infested with insects

9. How does Liza prepare for her challenge?

• A) By strengthening her wings

• B) By practicing flying techniques

• C) By gathering more materials

• D) By setting her makeshift wings aside

10. What is Ekon's attitude towards Liza's ambitions?

• A) Supportive

• B) Skeptical

• C) Indifferent

• D) Dismissive

Subjective Questions:

1. DESCRIBE LIZA'S emotions when she first attempts to fly. What does this reveal about her character?

2. How does the interaction between Liza and Ekon develop Liza's determination to achieve her dream?

3. What symbolism can be found in Liza’s construction and use of wings?

4. Discuss the significance of Liza's decision to leave her wings behind when attempting to climb the Great Tree.

5. What challenges do you think Liza will face in climbing the Great Tree, and how might she overcome them?
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CHAPTER 2 THE EAGLE’S CHALLENGE
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The Great Tree stood like a sentinel at the heart of the forest, its trunk broad and welcoming, its branches a complex web stretching towards the heavens. Liza approached it with a mix of awe and determination, her eyes tracing the gnarled roots that snaked across the ground like ancient guardians.

As she began her ascent, the bark was rough under her palms, each groove and knot telling a story of centuries. The tree was alive with the chatter of birds and the rustle of leaves, a symphony that seemed to both encourage and challenge her.

Halfway up the first major branch, Liza paused to catch her breath. The height was dizzying, and the forest floor was now a tapestry of greens and browns far below her. It was here that she met her first fellow traveler.

“Quite the climb, isn’t it?” chirped a voice beside her. Liza turned to see a small robin, its red breast puffed out proudly.
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“Yes, and far to go still,” Liza responded, glancing upward.

“What brings a lizard so high up the Great Tree?” the robin asked, hopping closer along the branch.

Liza smiled slightly. “A challenge from an eagle and a dream of my own.”

“A dream of the skies? That’s a lofty goal for a lizard,” the robin remarked, not unkindly.

“Perhaps,” Liza acknowledged, “but sometimes, the heart wants what the heart wants. And mine wants to see the world from above.”

The robin considered her for a moment, then
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