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  For Aaron,


This book is for my brother, Aaron.

I tortured him by reading Adventures Unseen

in the back of the truck,

when he would have rather

played video games or slept.



Thanks Aaron for your patience

and lack thereof,

without you this book and

Adventures Unseen

wouldn’t be what it is today.  

I love you bro!












  
  Scripture



“Cast out the scoffer, and contention will leave; Yes, strife and reproach will cease.”

Proverbs 22:10 (NKJV)



That might sound like a bunch of mumbo jumbo,

but basically it means if a person is toxic,

cut ties with the toxic person, and the drama will stop. 
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  1
So It Begins...


“Angel Bug! What’s taking you so long?” Lee’s voice came through my open window. 
I poked my head out of the second-story window. Lee was waiting, tapping his foot and pointing at his watch. We had been best friends for years.
“I’m not late... yet. I still have three minutes before I have to be out of the house!” I held up three fingers, before disappearing back into my room.
I could hear Lee’s eyes rolling all the way up here. He didn’t really get mad, so I didn’t feel bad that I was making him wait a few extra minutes. Besides, it wasn’t really... extra minutes if I was running on time. People who run early should really let everyone else know the time they actually mean, instead of acting irritated when you’re running on time.
I put my backpack on. I checked my makeup. You can’t rush perfection. I blew myself a few kisses and struck a pose. I was happy about each angle. Two and half minutes later, I was sitting on the windowsill grinning. This was my favorite way to leave my room.
“I’m not late.” I retorted.
I grabbed the rope tied off to the side of my window and pulled it loose. My pulsed picked up speed. This was scary every time, but it was always worth it. I hung onto the rope and swung down.  
“Yeah, yeah, whatever.” Lee steadied me as I came barreling towards him.
I let go of the rope and landed on my feet. Life flooded through me. There wasn't anything I couldn't do. 
“See, plenty of time.” I laughed. 
“Really?”  Lee asked.  
“You better hurry, so you’re not late.” I leaned forward, teasing him.
“Let's go speedy.” Lee took a small piece of my hair and tugged it gently. 
“Speedy huh…?” I thought it over. “Can’t catch me!” I took off running down the street.
“Wanna bet!” Lee hustled after me.
I saw movement from my left as Selvin caught up to us. He slid in beside Lee and matched his pace. We did almost everything together.
“I guess you two are ready to go... finally.” Selvin flashed me a teasing smile. He knew I usually ran late.
“Something like that.” Lee huffed.
“I was on time today. Thank you very much.” I laughed.
“See, it’s the laugh that I don’t believe.” Selvin pointed at me.
I laughed again.
“We’ll make it. We don’t have to run!” Les huffed as she fell into place beside the three of us.
Les was in the grade below us, but since she was Lee’s cousin, we let her hang out with us. Besides, it meant I wasn’t the only girl.
“It won’t hurt us to run, Les.” I turned around and started to jog backwards. 
“What she means, is she took too long getting ready.” Lee rolled his eyes. 
“Oh.” Les rushed to keep up with us.
I slowed down some and slid between Selvin and Lee. All I could hear was my steady breathing and the sound of our feet hitting the pavement. It made me feel like I was a part of a group. I had thought about running cross country, but it meant less time with my friends, so I passed.
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  2
Tag Along


“Hey!” A squeaky voice broke behind us. “Wait for me! I want to come too!” 
“Oh, no.” I muttered under my breath.
“I told you we should have left sooner.” Lee complained.
“He still would have seen us.” I defended myself.
“Mosleli isn’t... so bad.” Selvin spoke carefully, not really believing himself.
Mosleli was a few years younger than us, and wouldn’t stop following us. It would have been different if he was related or if we were friends, but the age gap between us made it feel like babysitting.
“Where are you guys going?” The boy lagged behind us.
“Swimming.” Lee threw the comment over his shoulder. Mosleli didn’t take the hint to back off.
“Can I come?” Mosleli’s tone was energetic.
“You need trunks.” I puffed out in between breaths. I didn’t want to be flat out rude, but I didn’t want him to tag along either.
“I’m wearing them.” The boy’s tone was cheerful.
“Great.” I muttered.
Why do we have to have our own tag along? I thought to Selvin, because he was the only one who could read my thoughts.
Selvin found a ruby ring at a garage sale last summer. When he put it on, he could read our thoughts and share with us telepathically. We thought it was pretty cool. Les wanted to tell someone, but we talked her out of it. 
Selvin was a good guy, and didn’t use his newfound ability for anything bad. It mainly helped us have a lot of inside jokes without others overhearing. All four of us tried to use the ring, but it would only work for Selvin. He, of course, had bragged about his superior intellect, but it was Selvin being Selvin. We had all ended up laughing over it.
Selvin let out a huge laugh, and shared with Lee and Les my thought about our tag along. Lee let out a chuckle. Les tried not to laugh, because she felt sorry for Mosleli.
“What’s so funny, guys?” Mosleli’s tone was eager.
“Nothing kid.” Lee shrugged him off.
We should go to the park first, and see if we can shake off Mosleli. I thought to Selvin. 
Change of plans, Angel Bug wants to go to the park and see if we can lose Mosleli. Selvin thought to the three of us. 
Selvin nodded, and we jogged the rest of the way to the park. I took the Frisbee out of my backpack and threw it at Selvin. He caught it with both hands and fumbled a step backwards.
“You’re going to have to think faster to trip me up.” Selvin flashed me a grin.
I shook my head and let out a sigh. Les giggled.
“Think fast!” Selvin beamed the Frisbee at Lee.
Lee turned sharply and caught the Frisbee. He had played a few rounds of Frisbee golf at camp the last few years, making him an absolute Frisbee pro.
“A little slow, but it’ll do.” I teased him.
“It was perfect. Who are you kidding?” Lee flung the Frisbee back at me.
The four of us spread out as we continued tossing the Frisbee. Mosleli sulked in the background. He really needed to find some friends his own age. I managed to thoroughly ignore him, and so did the guys. 
Les gave Mosleli a few quick glances. She had more of a tender heart than the rest of us, but she didn’t want to watch out for Mosleli either. We got into a groove and the laughter flew through the air easily.
“Let’s see you try.” Lee beamed the Frisbee just to the side of me about chest height at full speed, so I wouldn’t get hurt.
I did my best to catch it, but it ricocheted off my hand, straight to Les.
“Oh my! I caught it!” Les was thoroughly surprised.
“Yeah Angel, great catch.” Lee burst out laughing. 
“What if I said I meant to do that?” I placed my hand on my hip.
“I’d say you were lying through your teeth and just plain crazy if you actually expected us to believe that.” Lee countered.
“And I’d say… you were right.” I tried to keep a straight face and failed.
The four of us collapsed into giggles.
“I’m going to the bathroom.” Mosleli started walking away.
“Okay.” Les nodded nonchalantly.
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  3
The Escape


“Ihave an idea.” Selvin paused for a dramatic affect. “Let’s go for a hike.” 
“A hike? Why?” Lee sounded skeptical.
“Come on Lee, it’ll be fun.” I elbowed him.
“I thought we were going swimming.” Lee complained.
“Mosleli will find us at the pool.” I hissed.
“I bet we can find a creek or something!” Les exclaimed.
“What good is a creek?” Lee asked, even though he was beginning to warm up to the idea.
“It’s hot.” Selvin’s tone was full of sarcasm.
“You’re out of your mind.” Lee laughed.
“No, I’m the smart one who wants to swim with two gorgeous girls.” Selvin slid his long arms around both of our shoulders.
“Okay, let’s go.” Lee rolled his eyes.
“Yeah, before someone… gets back.” Selvin glanced over his shoulder towards the way Mosleli had gone.
I grabbed Lee’s hand and Selvin’s hand, and pulled them toward the trees. Selvin grabbed Les’s hand as he was being pulled away. After a second, we dropped each other’s hands, because it was too hot to touch anyone. 
The trees gave us some shade, but it was still scorching. We walked down the path until we came to a fork in the road. Selvin pointed down one path and then the other and alternated. He spun around and pointed again. 
“Selvin!” I laughed and shoved him. 
“Hey, I was just trying to figure out which way you wanted to go. Don’t hit the messenger.” Selvin grinned. 
“That way.” Lee pointed. 
“Solid choice.” Selvin took off jogging in that direction. 
“I thought we were done with running.” Les complained. 
“I guess not.” Lee gave her a gentle shove. 
I ran past Lee and Les. I didn’t like Selvin beating me. I heard Lee and Les running behind me. 
A tree trunk was covering most of the path. Selvin slowed down and carefully stepped on top of it. He flexed his muscles. I wasn’t sure how I was going to climb over it. Selvin was much taller than me. 
“I’m on top of the world!” Selvin called. 
“You’re on top of a tree.” Lee came to a stop beside me. 
“I can’t climb that!” Les protested. 
“We’ll help you. Lee, give her a boost.” Selvin extended a hand. 
Lee clasped his hands together. Les glanced at Selvin and then Lee. I could see a flash of doubt cross her face. 
“You got this Les.” Selvin encouraged. 
“Well, okay.” Les answered. 
Les put a foot in Lee’s hand. Selvin took her hand in his and gave her a pull. Les scrambled to get her footing. Selvin almost fell off of the log, but caught his bearings. 
“You’re next.” Lee waited. 
“Here goes nothing.” I stepped in Lee’s clasped fingers and Selvin pulled me up. 
“See, that wasn’t so bad.” Selvin grinned. 
“I’d hate to see your definition of bad.” Les muttered. 
“Yeah, you would.” Lee made a face. 
I nodded as I thought about camp three years ago. Selvin was roasting a marshmallow and moved the stick too fast. The marshmallow went flying into my hair. Lee threw a cup of lemonade on it and it went out before it did too much damage. I had to cut off 10 inches of my hair to even up the burned hair. 
Yeah, that was bad. I apologized. Selvin flashed me a cheesy smile. 
“And I forgave you.” I grinned. 
“Forgave what?” Les asked. 
“Angel Bug was just thinking about the time I burned off half of her hair. That was bad. This was nothing.” Selvin jumped down.
Les looked like she was turning green. 
“I’ll go first.” I slid into Selvin’s outstretched hands. 
Selvin caught me and helped me down to my feet. 
“Thanks.” I took a step back. 
Les sat on her butt and scooted down until she started sliding. Selvin steadied her. Les wobbled towards me. Lee jumped down with no problem. 
I clapped for my friend. 
“Thank you. I’m here all day.” Selvin took a bow. 
“I think she was clapping for me.” Lee backhanded him. 






  
  4
The Fall


“Ihear something.” Les frowned. 
“I hear it too.” Lee said.
“Race you to check it out.” Selvin was the first to wander off the path toward the sound. 
“Watch where you’re going.” I called after my friend.
“I always watch where I’m going.” Selvin flashed me a smile over his shoulder. 
It turned out to be a good thing Selvin went first, because he had longer arms, and held back the branches so we could follow him. The sound grew louder. It was a little more than a whisper.
Selvin moved another branch aside, and Lee held it back for him. Selvin stepped into nothingness, lost his balance, and tumbled downward. A few seconds later, there was a big splash.
“Selvin!” I yelled.
“Are you hurt!” Les’s concerned voice echoed once.
The three of us looked down over the edge. My heart sped up. This was supposed to be an adventure. I searched the water for my friend. He was nowhere in sight. 
“I don’t see him!” Lee yelled anxiously.
Please God, let Selvin be okay. I sent up a silent prayer.
That’s when I saw a few air bubbles coming out of the water. Please be okay Selvin, I thought silently to myself. The water parted and Selvin’s head popped out of the water.
“Thank goodness!” Les exclaimed.
“Thank you, Lord!” I meant it from the depths of my soul.
“What are you guys still doing up there? The water feels great!” Selvin was oblivious to our concern.
“We’re trying to make sure you’re not dead!” Lee yelled down.
“Did I flunk the test?” Selvin joked.
“Yeah, you must be a ghost.” Lee told him.
“BOO! BOO!” Selvin moaned as he was treading water. “Fear me! BOO!”
“Ah!” I screamed in mock fear. “Save me.” I snatched Les’s waist, pretending I needed Les as a shield against the ‘terrifying’ ghost.
“Fear not, my dearest Angel Bug. I will keep you safe from whatever it is.” Les giggled. 
“I’m not an it.” Selvin tried to splash water our way, but it was too far of a fall. 
“Is it deep enough to jump down safely?” Lee shouted down. 
Selvin held his nose and dove into the water. He came back up. He shook his head and water flew a few feet away. 
“Absolutely. I didn’t reach the bottom, and I didn’t see any jagged rocks!” He called up to us.
“Really?” Les asked. 
“You’re safe to jump.” Selvin gave us a thumbs up.
Selvin looked goofy in the water with his head bobbing up and down as his arms dove in front of him, pushed against the water. I wiped the sweat off of my brow. I was a little jealous. I wanted to swim too. The only question was how to get down there safely. I looked straight down. Jumping in wasn’t my first choice, but it did look fun. The only problem was that I didn’t want to get my bag wet.
There was a bank several yards away. I had an idea. The only question was if it would actually work. I slid my bag off my back and swung it back and forth, trying to build up momentum. 
“Do you think I can make it to the other side?” I yelled down. 
“Maybe? You won’t know if you don’t try.” Selvin began moving toward the bank.
“Wouldn’t something break in there?” Les asked.
I peaked into the bag.
“It shouldn’t.” I closed my bag. 
I started swinging the bag again. I let it swing a few more times before I let go. My bag soared through the air. It nosedived into the bank with a clash. It wasn’t a something’s broken clash, but a regular clanging clash. The bag landed a foot safely from the water. 
“Woo hoo!” Selvin let out a cheer.
“Thank you.” I took a hold of my nonexistent skirt and curtsied.
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  5
Swim Time


“Idon’t know about you, but I’m hot.” I dove into the water. 
The water cooled my skin instantly. This is what I needed all day. My head came above water. I was free. This was going to be the most amazing summer of my life. I had a feeling. 
I watched Lee do a cannonball. Selvin swam over to us. He had his normal smile on his face. Les was still looking down. 
“Come on, Les! You got this!” I called up to her. 
“I can be brave. I can be brave.” I heard Les mutter to herself. 
Les took a few steps away from the edge and ran. She jumped at the right time. She looked like a bag of potatoes falling through the air with her feet wiggling all the way down. I put my hand over my mouth to cover up my giggle. 
Les screamed once as she surfaced. 
“You did it. High five.” Selvin held up his hand. 
Les was self-conscious as she gave him a high five. 
“Way to go.” I grinned. 
“See, that wasn’t so bad.” Lee told his cousin. 
“It depends what you call not bad.” Les made a face. 
“You were brave. That’s all that matters.” I tried to encourage her. 
“This is awesome!” Lee told us. 
“I’m with you. Just me, the water, and my three best friends.” Selvin splashed each of us. 
“We should come every day.” I grinned. 
“As long as I don’t have to jump every day, I’m fine with that.” Les chimed in. 
“I’m sure we can find a way for you to walk down.” I swam around her. 
“We could put a rope in up there.” Lee pointed. 
“How would we get it back once we jumped?” I asked. 
Lee shrugged slightly. 
“I’m sure we could figure it out.” Selvin splashed me.
I splashed Selvin back. The wheels in my head started turning. What we needed was a string to bring it in, but if it was too far down, then we would get tangled up in it. 
“If we tie a string really close to the top and tie that to another branch, it might work?” I suggested. 
“I think my Dad has rope.” Lee splashed Selvin. 
“My Dad has fishing line to tie it off.” Selvin splashed Lee back. 
“Who’s going to climb up there?” Les was staring upward. 
“Rock…” Selvin hit his fist in the palm of his hand.
“Paper…” Lee joined in. 
“Scissors…” Selvin and Lee spoke at the same time. 
“What are you doing down there?” Mosleli’s voice interrupted our laughter. 
“How did he find us?” I muttered. 
“No clue.” Selvin shook his head. 
“I thought we covered our tracks pretty good.” Lee scowled. 
Mosleli stared down at us expectantly. 
“Maybe one of us should tell him to go away?” I suggested. 
“No, that’s mean.” Les frowned. 
“Well, I don’t want him here. Do you?” I scanned the faces of my friends. 
“No.” Lee shook his head. 
“Maybe we could hire someone to babysit him?” Selvin chuckled. 
“Belive me, if I had the money, I would.” I rolled my eyes. 
“Did you hear me?” Mosleli’s voice graded on my nerves. 
The four of us looked at each other. Someone had to say something to him. The question was who? It was hard to have a great summer when you had a tag along. 
“Swimming.” Lee’s voice was the one to break the silence. 
“Cool! Can I swim too?” Mosleli asked.
“Sure.” Selvin’s voice lacked enthusiasm.
Mosleli cannon balled into the water, splashing everyone. I wiped off my face. Our fun dissipated instantly. 
“Hi guys.” Mosleli was practically bouncing in the water.
“Hi.” I frowned. 
“Hey.” Lee wasn’t amused. 
“Hello.” Les glanced from me to Lee to Mosleli. 
“Hey.” Selvin backed away. 
“Hi.”  Mosleli beamed. 
Why was he chasing us down in the woods? Why couldn’t he go make friends his own age? 






  
  6
Tag


“Let’s play tag.” I suggested abruptly. “Not it!” 
“Not it!” Lee managed to get out second.
“Not it!” Les got out before Selvin.
“Not it!” Selvin forced out.
“I get to be it! Wow!” Mosleli spoke proudly.
The truth was, Mosleli was an only child. Both of his parents were workaholics. It was a miracle they remembered to go to the grocery to buy food and toiletries for him. He didn’t have any friends. He didn’t have anybody.
He followed the four of us around every chance he could get. The problem was his age. He was four years younger than we were. We felt like we were babysitting every time he tagged along. If he didn’t talk so much and was a few years older, we might have grown to like Mosleli. But he wasn’t, and we didn’t.
We’d been in the water a few hours before I pulled my body out of the water. I decided to lay out in the sun to dry before we went back. The others followed me soon after. Mosleli continued babbling.  
“I’m ready to go. Are you guys ready?” I stood up.
“I’m surprised at you.” Les exclaimed.
“Me?” I was doubtful.
Les nodded. 
“Why?  I asked.  
“You haven’t taken any pictures today.” Lee responded.
“You must be slacking.” Lee teased. 
I gave him a dirty look. 
“Did you break your camera?” Les asked. 
“No, you’re not that lucky.” Selvin chuckled. 
“I’m not that bad.” I protested. 
“Yeah, and I’m not the best-looking guy on our block. No offense Selvin.” Lee commented.
“Ego much?” I felt the need to defend Selvin.
“None taken. I’m an acquired taste. But once you like it, you won’t let me go.” He wiggled his eyebrows. 
Les laughed. 
Lee and I both busted into giggles. Mosleli was off to the side watching. The joke went over his head. 
I pulled my disposable camera out of my bag. It was tucked in between my towel, so it didn't break when I threw it earlier. I took a few pictures of my friends and even a few of Mosleli. 
“We should have a picture of the four of us.” Selvin declared.
“Mosleli, will you take a few pictures of us?” I asked.
“Sure. I guess so.” Mosleli frowned. 
I showed him how to work the camera. Mosleli carefully took the picture. I wouldn't know if he cut our heads out of the picture until I had the film developed at the photo shop on the corner. 
“Cheese!” Les told the camera vibrantly.
“What if I want pepperoni?” Selvin decided to be difficult.
“All of you are dorks.” Lee rolled his eyes. 
“But we’re your dorks.” Selvin feigned adoration.
We all exploded into laughter. Mosleli took a few pictures of us laughing.
“Wait, now our serious faces. One… Two… Three…” Lee told us.  
We tried, but neither of us could hold back the giggles sloshing inside our souls.
“I think that’s good enough.” I took the camera from Mosleli and thanked him. “It’s getting late, and someone has to baby-sit tonight.”
“Any volunteers to help me out?” Selvin made a face. 
“Nope, you’re on your own.” Lee told him.
“Alec and Sandra are adorable, but…” Les shuttered.
“We don’t want to take all the fun away from you.” I came to her rescue.
“Gee, thanks.” Selvin let the sarcasm drip out of his mouth. “I’m one lucky guy.”
“You're welcome.” Les told him, thrilled she hadn’t gotten roped into helping.
“Anything to help a friend.” Lee patted Selvin on the back. 
“Yeah.” I tried to fight back my laughter. 







  
  7
Same Time Tomorrow?


“Are you sure this is the way out?” Mosleli complained. 
“We’re sure.” Lee retorted. 
“But…” Mosleli pointed in the other direction. 
“You can go that way, but you’ll probably get lost and have to spend the night in the woods. Is that what you want?” I asked him. 
“No.” Mosleli shook his head. 
The wind whipped through the trees. It was refreshing against my skin. I took a moment and enjoyed it. 
“What are you doing?’ Mosleli asked. 
“Hey, Mosleli. Do you want to play a game?” Selvin asked. 
“Yeah.” Mosleli grinned. 
“Why don’t we play scout?” Selvin suggested. 
“How do you play that?’ Mosleli was visibly confused. 
“You run ahead and tell us where the next fork in the path is and run back.” Selvin smiled. 
“Okay.” Mosleli took off running. 
“But there are no more breaks in the path.” Les whispered. 
“I know.” Selvin chuckled. 
I busted out laughing. 
“Selvin, I take back half of the things I said about you.” Lee gave Selvin a high five. 
“I hope it was the bad half.” Selvin grinned. 
Lee shrugged. He had a slight smile on his lips. Les rolled her eyes. 
“Maybe we should leave a little earlier tomorrow to dodge our tag along?” I suggested. 
“You know, we would, but someone has issues waking up early.” Lee nudged my side. 
“I don’t know what you're talking about.” I grinned mischievously. 
“We could try to find a new spot.” Les suggested. 
“Where? This isn’t exactly a big town.” Lee pointed out. 
“I found the way out!” Mosleli came running back towards us. 
“Good job.” Selvin’s tone was flat. 
“I just went running, and it was right there.” Mosleli’s voice was overly cheerful. 
“How nice.” My tone was dull. 
Selvin’s eyes met mine. He rolled them. I felt his pain. 
“At least you tried.” I muttered. 
“Tried what?” Mosleli asked. 
“Nothing.” Selvin shook his head. 
“Race you home.” I started running. 
Selvin tried to pass me. I swerved left and right, so he couldn’t. The end of the path came into view. I heard laughter from kids playing at the park. 
“You can’t block me forever.” Selvin told me. 
“I can try.” I giggled. 
My feet touched the path not guarded by trees. Selvin passed me with ease. Lee matched me step for step. Les was struggling to keep up, and Mosleli was talking a mile a minute to Les about something. I felt bad for her, but not bad enough to stop running. 
A few minutes later, I couldn’t see Les when I glanced over my shoulder. I slowed down. I still couldn’t see her. 
“Why did you stop running?” Selvin started jogging backwards. 
“Les.” I pointed over my shoulder. 
“Ah, okay.” Selvin slowed down more. 
The three of us started walking to give Les a chance to catch up. A minute later, an exhausted Les joined us. She looked ready to fall on the ground. 
“This has been so much fun!” Mosleli grinned. 
“Yeah.” Selvin’s tone didn’t match is word. 
“Hey, look. It’s your house.” I pointed. 
“Goodnight guys!” Mosleli waved and started walking down the sidewalk. 
“Finally.” Lee muttered. 
“I feel sorry for him.” Les frowned. 
“That’s because you are a sweetheart.” Selvin put his arm around Les’s shoulders. 
“I wouldn’t say that.” Les shook her head. 
“Selvin’s right. You are sweet.” I nodded my head. 
“This is me.” Les stepped away from us.
“See you, cuz.” Lee waved. 
“Same time tomorrow?” I asked. 
“Sure.” Les nodded. 
“Night guys.” Selvin jogged off to his house as we passed it. 
“Night.” I called after him. 
“See ya.” Lee put up a hand. 
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