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1. Sapiosultan Sonnet
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Sapiosultan
(The Sonnet, 1267)

They ask me, do I believe in destiny?

Sure, I do - you are looking at it.

I am destiny - of you - of the world,

I am the destiny of entire humanity.

I am the bridge - between everything -

science, poetry, philosophy - everything.

Between everything and everyone -

I am the bridge between hearts still beating.

I am not a servant to the field,

I am a servant to the valley -

the valley of life and light -

beyond the squabbles of dead sanity.

Who am I - or better yet, what am I?

I am but a spark of reason tempered by warmth,

I am but a spark of boldness tempered by humility,

I am but a spark of justice tempered by conscience.

I am neither man nor woman,

I am neither mind nor machine,

I am neither head nor heart,

I am neither spine nor spleen.

I am but that - that one ceaseless truth,

aspiring across all fallacies untrue.

I am but that - that one untainted light,

shining as proof of time yet to come true.

Sabiosultan, El Soneto

Me preguntan ¿creo en el destino?

Claro que sí, lo estás mirando.

Yo soy el destino, de la humanidad;

Yo soy el destino del mundo entero.

Yo soy el puente – entre todo,

Ciencia, poesía, filosofía, todo.

Yo soy el puente entre todo y todos,

Soy el puente entre corazones vivos.

No soy un siervo del intelecto,

No soy un siervo de la tradición.

Soy un soldado del valle de la vida,

Más allá de las riñas del sentido muerto.

¿Quién soy? O mejor aún, ¿qué soy?

Soy una chispa de razón templada por la calidez.

Yo soy valentía atemperada por la humildad,

Yo soy la justicia atemperada por la conciencia.

No soy ni hombre ni mujer,

No soy ni mente ni máquina;

No soy ni cabeza ni corazón,

No soy ni cuerpo ni columna.

Sólo soy esa - esa verdad eterna,

Que supera todos los prejuicios y falacias.

Sólo soy esa - esa luz incorruptible,

Que brilla como prueba de la humanidad unida.

––––––––
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Yeni Zaman, Yeni Paşa

(Kalpkomutan Şiir)

Bana soruyor ki - kadere güveniyor musun?

Neden güvenmeyeyim - tabii ki güveniyorum.

Her an, her dakika, kaderin sonucudur,

Ve dünyanın kaderini ben yazıyorum.

Zafer yok, zeka yok, yine de umurumda değil;

Hiç kötü kader amacımı bozamaz benim.

Korku ve köktencilik kavgalarının ötesinde,

İnatçı bir aşk umudu, desteğimdir benim.

Ben kimim - neyim - biliyor musun?

Acılar denizinde ilacın ışığıyım ben.

Nefretin ortasında niyetin kıvılcımıyım,

Hayvanlığın ortasında insanlığın cevabı ben.

Kalbim benim dünyanın ilahi bir köprüsüdür;

Her hayat, her hikmet, kalbimde yaşıyor.

Hayatım benim dünyaya verilen bir hediyedir;

Her dil, din ve kültür, kalbimde birleşiyor.
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2. Myth of Nonviolence
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Nonviolence is nonsense – or to be more accurate – bookish nonviolence is nonsense. It’s a myth. Nonviolence is to injustice, what homeopathy is to illness – it claims all the credit without any of the responsibility. Placebo brings comfort, not change.

Does that mean, violence is the solution? That’s the problem, you see. This prehistoric world has an instinctual affinity to black and white concepts – to binary concepts – and a gigantic blind spot for grey areas. Justice is too grand an exercise to be contained by the primitive dualistic nonsense of violence and nonviolence.

Let me put this into perspective with an example. Bullets are an act of violence, silence is an act of nonviolence – but there is a third option – the option of the slipper.

Slippers are more effective in fighting bugs, than bullets – bullets make martyr of the bugs, slippers put them in their place. When the slippers of a nation’s civilians combine, even the mightiest of tyrant is bound to fall – be it a state head, court judge or law enforcement officer.

Whenever a bunch of bugs turn the courts into a cradle of animal masculinity – whenever a bunch of bugs turn the parliament into a cradle of fundamentalism and bigotry – whenever a bunch of bugs turn the police stations into a cradle of badge-bearing barbarism – grab hold of that household bug-repellent you wear on your feet, and put them to some good, wholesome use. Treat the corrupt and bigoted like your children, and do with them as you would your own child when they go astray.

When your child starts to bully other kids, if you adopt pacifism and pamper them further in the name of nonviolence, instead of taking stringent steps to nip their megalomania in the bud, it’s very much possible, they might grow up to be the next orange-haired terrorist to roam the oval office or the next musky moron who takes pleasure in destroying people’s livelihoods and providing safe haven to hate speech and disinformation to satisfy their giant ego and puny mind.

So, I repeat – pick up the democratic superweapon from under your feet and put it to good use – treat the privileged orangutans like your children and put them in their rightful place, without actually harming them. Your world, your rules – remember that. Slippers are democracy’s first line of defense, bullets it’s last.
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