
  
    
      HERMÈS

    

  


  
    
      Little Book of

    

  


  
    
      HERMÈS

    

  


  
    
      Published in 2022 by Welbeck


      An imprint of Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited, part of Welbeck Publishing Group.


      Based in London and Sydney


      www.welbeckpublishing.com


      Design and layout © Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited 2022


      Text © Karen Homer 2022


      Karen Homer has asserted her moral right to be identified as the author of this Work in accordance with the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988. 


      All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronically, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the copyright owners and the publishers.


      A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.


      ISBN 978-1-80279-011-5EISBN 978-1-80279-015-3


      Printed in China


      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


  
    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    

  


  
    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    

  


  
    
      HERMÈS

    

  


  
    
      The story of the iconic fashion house

    

  


  
    
      Little Book of

    

  


  
    
      Karen Homer

    

  


  
    
      [image: ]
    


    
      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      

    


    
      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      

    


    
      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      

    

  


  
    
      CONTENTS

    

  


  
    
      [image: ]
    


    
      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      

    


    
      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      

    


    
      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      


      
        [image: ]
      

    

  


  
    
      INTRODUCTION ...............................................06


      EARLY YEARS .....................................................10


      NEW GENERATION ...........................................18


      CONSIDERED EXPANSION .............................36


      BAGS ....................................................................54


      SCARVES .............................................................78


      ARISTOCRACY AND CELEBRITY CLIENTELE ..................................94


      THE EVOLUTION OF FASHION.....................114 


      INDEX .................................................................158


      CREDITS ............................................................160

    

  


  
    [image: ]
  


  
    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    


    
      [image: ]
    

  


  
    
      INTRODUCTION 7

    

  


  
    
      INTRODUCTION

    

  


  
    
      “I think Hermès objects are desirable because they reconnect people to their humanity… Our customer feels the presence of the person who crafted the object, while at the same time the object brings him back to his own sensitivity, because it gives him pleasure through his senses.” Pierre-Alexis Dumas, businessoffashion.com

    

  


  
    
      In 1837, when Thierry Hermès started making saddlery, harnesses and bridles, he vowed that the Hermès name would always be synonymous with the finest materials, crafted by the most talented artisans. It is an ethos that has continued down through six generations and to this day Hermès still uses the rarest leathers, the most exquisite silks and the softest natural fabrics in their clothes and accessories. Every bag is stitched by hand, using the original saddle stitch; each scarf is meticulously screen-printed, its edges hand-rolled; and the current family incumbent and creative director, Pierre-Alexis Dumas, personally signs off all Hermès products. This dedication to 

    

  


  
    
      oPPOSITE Audrey Hepburn with the leather brief-case style bag bearing her initial which Hermès designed exclusively for the actress in several colours in 1956.
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      quality and refusal to compromise has made Hermès a luxury fashion brand that stands in a league of its own.


      It is impossible to talk about Hermès without considering their most iconic accessories. Not only the sought-after Birkin and Kelly bags, or the limited edition printed silk scarves, but the double-strapped watch and the Collier de Chien bracelet have all played their part in creating a mythology appropriate to a fashion house that carries the name of the Greek god associated with both travel and wealth. 


      In more recent years, ready-to-wear has become an increasingly prominent part of the label, especially since 1997, when first Martin Margiela and then Jean Paul Gaultier were tasked with upping Hermès’s profile in the world of high fashion. Since Gaultier’s departure in 2010, both Christophe Lemaire and the current head of womenswear, Nadège Vanhee-Cybulski, have continued the tradition of creating clothes that represent the pinnacle of luxury dressing, with price tags to match. And it is equally important to acknowledge the input of Véronique Nichanian, menswear designer for over three decades.


      Unlike many of its competitors, Hermès remains under family control, having fought off acquisition bids by its rivals – something that remains key in maintaining its high production standards. Similarly, its many global stores are closely monitored to ensure they achieve the quality of design and presentation that Hermès stands for, while still remaining sensitive to local markets. And with a marketing strategy that beats all others, Hermès have made their products so exclusive that they do not need to gift them; instead celebrities plead to get their names on the list to be allowed to buy a made-to-order Birkin bag. Lesser mortals can only hope that one day they might possess an orange box of their own. 

    

  


  
    
      OPPOSITE Hermès is a name that evokes the most decadent clothes and accessories. For example this flowing ensemble in rich turquoise silk, complete with glamorous turban, designed by Jean Paul Gaultier for Spring/Summer 2008. 
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      EARLY YEARS 13

    

  


  
    
      HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

    

  


  
    
      Thierry Hermès was born in 1801, in what is now the German town of Krefeld. At the time it was under the control of Napoléon Bonaparte, making him a French citizen. The town was renowned for its textiles industry and known as stadt wie samt und seide or the “city of velvet and silk”.

    

  


  
    
      In 1821, after the loss of much of his family to disease and the Napoleonic wars, Thierry moved to Normandy where, in the town of Pont-Audemer, he learned the art of the sellier-harnacheur, or saddler and harness-maker, under the Pleumer family, who employed him in their business. 


      In 1828, Thierry Hermès married Christine Pétronille Pierrat and their first son Charles-Émile, who would later succeed his father, was born in 1831. The family moved to Paris, and in 1837 Thierry put his skills to good use, opening his own equestrian supplies business on the Rue Basse-du-Rempart. There he made bridles, harnesses and carriage fittings in both leather and wrought iron. He became particularly famous for 

    

  


  
    
      oPPOSITE An early Hermès advertisement from the 1920s showing the iconic flapper surrounded by her Hermès accessories, including bag, scarf and vanity mirror. 

    

  


  
    [image: ]
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      his exceptionally strong saddle-stitch, which was done by hand, using two needles working two waxed linen threads in tensile opposition. With this unique method of stitching, one or more stitches might break, but the rest will hold firm, and it is still used by Hermès in the production of its bags today. 


      At a time when horses were still essential to all aspects of life, including work, sport and travel, the quality of Hermès craftsmanship attracted a wealthy clientele, including Empress Eugénie, the wife of Napoléon III. Thierry Hermès’s skill was such that in 1855 he won the first of several medals for design at the Exposition Universelle in Paris. His reputation continued to grow, and in 1867 he won yet another series of medals for his technical ability, craftsmanship and innovative design. 


      Thierry Hermès died in 1878 but his son, Charles-Émile, who had been working for the company since 1859, was primed to take over. Like his father, Charles-Émile was dedicated to 

    

  


  
    
      ABOVE An artisan craftsman works on a piece of Hermès luggage using the exceptionally strong saddle stitch, pioneered by Thierry Hermès and still used to this day. 


      OPPOSITE A contemporary Birkin bag from 2009 in canvas with tan leather trim and gold hardware.
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