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… there never was so much as a single Indian that could be brought to relish our way of living. Children have been taken even in their swaddling clothes, and have been brought up with a great deal of care … all of these precautions having been fruitless, the force of blood having ever got the better of education: The moment they found themselves at liberty, they have torn their clothes to pieces, and have gone across the woods in the quest of their countrymen, whose way of living seemed preferable to ours.

—Pierre de Charlevoix
Journal of a Voyage to North America. Undertaken by Order of the French King. Containing the Geographical Description and Natural History of that Country, Particularly Canada, Together with an Account of the Customs, Characters, Religion, Manners, and Traditions of the Original Inhabitants (Printed for R. & J. Dodsley, London, 1761)

Once an Indi’n, always an Indi’n.

—Waino Kempennen Ahola
The U.P.’s first known Finnish trapper, quoted in the Mackinac Island Straits Times, 1794
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PROLOGUE

Mackinaw City, Cheboygan County

FRIDAY, APRIL 27, 2007

Grady Service glared at Milo Miars, forcing his lieutenant to look away.

“Are they out of their gourds in Lansing?” Service challenged. “How do we do the job on fifteen hundred miles a pay period? That’s a hundred and fifty miles a day. Hell, it’s a hundred miles just to cross Mackinac County. You can’t cross most UP counties on that mileage.”

Miars stared out the window of the Kuppa Joe Kafe. “We’re trying to cut every corner to avoid officer layoffs,” Miars said. “And you’re overstating the mileage restriction?”

“Yeah, well, convince me.”

Miars continued to stare out at the parking lot and Service grimaced. “Seriously, El-Tee, what’s the point? Are we supposed to just go through the motions, throw together a Potemkin village?”

“What the heck are you talking about now?” Miars shot back, turning to look at his subordinate.

Service knew he perplexed his boss most of the time. “When Catherine the Great would go out into Russia to see her people, her officials would make sure new facades got put on the crumbling villages she would pass by, just to make them look new and good. But they were pure shit, damn fakes, just like these mileage restrictions.”

The lieutenant grinned crookedly. “That’s an unsupportable allegation.”

Service snapped, “What about Lori?” He was referring to Lorelei Timms, the state’s embattled governor.

Miars sneered. “You’d know that better than me. She’s your friend.”

Service had met the governor under trying circumstances just prior to her being elected, and they had become friends. She was his biggest fan, which did not help his deep desire for anonymity. “Does she even know?”

“For Pete’s sake, Grady, she’s trying to save General Motors, Chrysler, and the darn state. We’re just a pimple in the big picture.”

“Who the hell is Pete? And why do we give a damn about his sake? Tell me what the hell I’m supposed to do, Milo. I’m a detective, not a patrol officer. I go to where my cases are, no matter where that takes me. If we’re gonna redefine the whole shooting match, now’s the time to tell me.”

Miars scratched his clean-shaven chin. “Work the cases in range, and let the others hang until the fiscal picture is clearer.”

Service shook his head. He didn’t blame Milo. “The state’s drowning and taking us down with it.”

Miars said, “You could get out now and think about the young kids. They aren’t even considered essential state workers and don’t have a pension—the same 401(k) as a DNR cafeteria worker in the Mason Building.”

A few years before, the Michigan State Police had lost some top officers by transfers into the DNR; they had carped to their patron saint in the legislature, who then pushed through a law that quietly removed DNR law enforcement from the same retirement package as the Troops. The intent was to give the MSP a recruiting and retention advantage. Officers from the two organizations still worked together and backed up each other, but it was a sore point, growing sorer.

“At least the Troops have a fifty-mile limit,” Miars said.

“That’s no consolation, Milo.”

“Have you considered retiring?”

“Not with the outfit teetering on the edge of the shit can.”

“Does this job mean that much to you?”

“Doesn’t it mean that much to you, Milo? If it doesn’t, turn in your goddamn badge. The last thing we need are a bunch of damn fence-dancers.”

“Remember who you’re talking to!” Miars said with a growl.

“Man-to-man, ‘boss’ is just a paper title, Milo. That’s all it is. Officers follow those who lead, not those who play leader.”

“What’re you going to do?” Miars asked, obviously looking to end the conversation.

“Drive my Tahoe to the edge of my mileage limit and travel from that point in my four-wheeler. I can get a helluva lot of miles on the ATV for not much gas money. Maybe I’ll double up with other officers and we can double our daily miles.”

Miars shook his head and rolled his eyes.

Service planned to pay for his own gas, no matter what limits the department levied. He had way too much money thanks to a bequest from his late love, Maridly Nantz, and he’d already taken care of those who depended upon him. He had barely touched the cache since Nantz’s murder.

Maybe it’s time you did, he told himself, scribbling something on a napkin with a ballpoint pen that was beginning to run dry.

After Miars left him to head for his office in Gaylord, Service telephoned Charles “Chas” Marschke, Esquire, the Detroit-based whiz who managed the money Service had inherited.

Per usual, the uber-composed Marschke listened politely as Service outlined what he wanted.

“Have you thought this through, Grady?”

“Just do it, Chas.”

“Let me make sure I have this right,” Marschke said. “Houghton, Marquette, Menominee, Ironwood, the Soo, St. Ignace and Mackinaw City, Traverse City, Mount Pleasant, Port Huron, Lansing and East Lansing, Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, Allendale, Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, New Buffalo, Flint, Bay City, Saginaw, Midland, and Monroe?”

“That should get us started.”

“First thing is that people will laugh, and after they think about it, they’re likely to get real annoyed.”

“Good,” Grady Service said. “Annoyed is good. Pissed-off is even better.”

“Do you have a time frame in mind?”

Service thought for a moment. “July third, the day before Independence Day. People will be off work. It will catch some attention.”

Service looked at what he had written on the napkin, and smiled. “Fellow violators—poach away. Michigan’s game wardens don’t have the $$ to come after you.”

• • •

On the way west on US 2 in the Upper Peninsula, Service stopped at Duquette Lake. A large dog was in the water off a sandy spit, pawing and hopping like it was overrun by mosquitoes, flies, fleas, or an evil spirit. Deer went to water when overwhelmed by bugs, but this was a pit bull, maybe seventy-five pounds of muscle, gristle, and blocky snout, and it was hyperactive in its splash-fest. His heart began to race.

“She’s a beaut, eh?” a voice said from behind him.

Never heard him. An old man, bent, white hair, leather skin. “She have a name?” Service asked.

“Kevin,” the old man said.

A joke? “Not your normal female name,” Service said.

“I want her to think she’s a male, so she can have the power gender confers without earning it.”

Sheesh. Is the old coot batty? Hard to say. There was a certain eloquence, something in his voice. “What’s she got in the water?”

“A large rock,” the man said. “It’s a metaphor for the lives we all live—fruitless, without meaning, filled with activities that consume time and accomplish nothing. She rolls the rock onto the beach. Then she rolls it back into the water. She will do this without pause until I call her back to me. I am like her five o’clock factory whistle, but of course I would never work her like people work each other. It’s in the pit bull’s blood to do this without revolting. As with most humans.”

“Big rock,” Service noted. One that looks like a human head, the dog a cannibal diligently tenderizing it for the stewpot. He looked away.

“Something we can do for you?” the old man asked.

“Nothing I can think of,” Service said. Over his years with his own dog, Newf, his irrational phobia about dogs of all sizes had finally begun to relent, but seeing this pit bull had brought it flooding back, full force.

“Would you like to meet her?” the stranger asked. “She’s a gentle, affectionate creature.”

Eva Braun probably said the same thing about Hitler. “Maybe another time.”

“Ah,” the man said. “The ubiquitous social lie. There will never be another time. We hear this all the time. Mankind clings to appearances over substance, even when a different species is in the mix.”

The Yoop draws hink kings like rotting flesh draws blowflies to lay their eggs. He found himself shaking over the brush with the pit bull when he got into his unmarked black Tahoe, and lit a cigarette to settle his nerves.






PART I: HUNKUSLAND
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Lansing, Ingham County

MONDAY, APRIL 30, 2007

Pulling down Washington Avenue in downtown Lansing, horns honking, traffic hurtling and jerking everywhere—the state’s worst drivers, hands down—Grady Service was still steaming from last night’s phone message from DNR law chief, Lorne O’Driscoll. No reasons, no hints; just be at HQ by 1000 hours.

It was ten till, and Service found the chief in uniform, sitting on a stone bench in the lobby of the Mason Building. Weird, he thought.

The chief stood and extended his hand. “Grady.”

“Chief, what’s going on?”

Longtime chief O’Driscoll chuckled softly. “No foreplay for you. Right to the heart of things. I’m retiring, Grady. Effective midnight tonight. The new chief wants to see you.”

What? There had been no more rumors than usual. Nothing. Milo Miars had said nothing last Friday. Not even hinted at it. What the hell is going on? This is too sudden. “You’re okay, right?”

“My health’s fine. But it’s time for others to fight the battles and wars.”

They took the elevator to the fifth floor. Several other passengers warmly greeted both men.

An older woman with close-cropped silver hair was seated behind the desk formerly occupied by O’Driscoll’s administrative assistant.

“Meet Luna Pinchot,” the chief said.

The woman reached up to him with her hand and nodded. She had a firm grip. “Detective,” was all she said. No smile, no emotion, just one word spoken in a neutral voice.

O’Driscoll pushed him toward the door.

“You coming with me?” Service asked.

“You’re on your own, Grady, just the way you like it. Try not to nuke him on your first meeting,” O’Driscoll said with a raised eyebrow.

For one of the few times in his life, Grady Service began to feel dread. He had no idea what was happening, a rare and unusual circumstance. He inhaled deeply, exhaled slowly, knocked once, and went through the door.

“Michigan Man,” the unshaven man with pale gray eyes said from behind O’Driscoll’s desk. “Yew done yew any dandy floods lately?”

“Eddie Waco?”

“Some dogs cain’t ’splain how they get from there to here.”

“You’re the new chief?”

“Vex you some, does hit?” Waco asked, smirking.

“Not sure,” Service said. He had worked with the Missouri conservation agent in the wake of the murders of his girlfriend Maridly Nantz and son Walter.

“How’s Cake?”

Cake Culkin was Waco’s shadow agent, his ersatz partner, the unofficial Missouri version of Michigan’s now-defunct Volunteer Conservation Officers, a program missed by just about every uniformed officer.

“Jes’ fine las’ time I seen ’im. You wonderin’ why I’m sittin’ here, do ya?”

“My head’s not clear enough yet to question anything,” Service said.

“Ain’t gonna blow smoke up your backside, Grady. I didn’t come lookin’ for this job. Hit come lookin’ for me, and I said yes, on the condition I call all the law shots—and I do mean all.”

“Who came after you?”

“Natural Resources Commission.”

This was the body of political appointees who directed conservation policy in Michigan. “Not their call,” Service said.

“They’re about to name a new director.”

“Eino Teeny’s leaving?”

“Already done cleared out his kit, I hear.”

This was all major, long-expected news. Teeny had been a toady of past governor Sam “Clearcut” Bozian. Teeny and Bozian had been equally loathed at all levels of the DNR. Once Bozian was term-limited out of the gubernatorial job and headed for the nation’s capital, everyone expected Teeny to follow, posthaste. But he had hung on, which suggested how bad his reputation was. Nobody wanted him, not even Sam Bozian.

“Who replaces Teeny?”

“Betwixt us boys, Mizz Doctor Belphoebe Cheke.”

“Never heard of her.”

“They’re bringin’ her in from Wyoming—wildlife management type.”

“Cheney country.”

“Word’s out the Veep’s mucho pissed, but the woman can’t stand him.”

“Well, that’s a big point in her favor,” Service said.

Waco smiled. “You and me once made a good pack.”

“True,” Service said.

“I’ll be blunt. I’m askin’ you to take a step up the organizational ladder.”

Service shook his head. “Up isn’t the direction I’m interested in, Eddie. I’m thinking more about sliding gracefully out—into retirement.”

Waco shook his head. “Retirement would bore the britches off’n the likes of you.”

“Sorry.”

“I’d like you beside me as captain and assistant chief. You might want to think on this some, before you say no. You could do a lot of good for the department and for me. I’m the new guy and I get a honeymoon. You know where all the bodies are buried. Together we can do good things.”

“Eddie, if I spent any more time in Lansing than I already have, you’d probably end up arresting me for homicide. You need someone smart you can really count on.”

Waco pursed his lips and paused. “Got a name?”

“Lieutenant Lisette McKower.”

“No reservations?”

“None. She’s the best we have.”

“Okay, then. I ain’t one for twistin’ arms. Okay if I call you and check in with you from time to time?”

“Hell, come ride with me—but if you call me, it’s on your own dime.”

“Wouldn’t think of spendin’ guv’mint money,” Chief Eddie Waco said. “You can count on seeing me again real soon.”

“Congratulations,” Service said, and added, “I think. Why did you take this job?”

“I got jumped to second captain back home and finished my PhD. First captain’s a good man. Didn’t want to compete against him. This looked like an innerestin’ job, and I figured with you here, we might just make us a difference. This state’s got the longest history of all when it comes to salaried professional game wardens—a long, proud history.”

“I hope your future analyses are better than that one,” Service said. “This state’s in financial freefall and the whole place is going under.”

“Never figgered you for such an optimist,” Eddie Waco said.

The two men laughed together and shook hands.

O’Driscoll was waiting outside. “You approve?”

“Probably.”

“You turn him down?”

“Yep.”

“And then you recommended McKower?”

“Yessir.”

“Think she’ll take it?”

“If the chief has any say in it, she will. He was a helluva officer down in Missouri.”

“He says you’re the best he ever worked with.”

“He’s chief, not God.”
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Rock River Headwaters, Alger County

TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2007

Grady Service was passing Vanderbilt when his cell phone rang. “This here’s Kinkaid,” the man’s gravelly voice croaked into the cell phone. “Santinaw says he needs to see you right away, like most ricky-tick, eh?”

Grady Service’s first response was an uncommunicative sigh. Santinaw was Huronicus St. Andrew, a Munising Ojibwa, who had served in the Pacific in World War II and returned home in late 1946 after spending some time in Japan. As a boy, St. Andrew had pronounced his name Santinaw, which had stuck ever since. He lived mostly alone, never married, and occasionally worked as a hunting and fishing guide.

Grady Service’s old man, a once-famous Michigan conservation officer, had known the Indian well, but Service hadn’t talked to Santinaw since a bizarre bear-poaching case some years back. The old man had to be pushing ninety, and the message to come see him “right away” left the Department of Natural Resources detective scratching his head. No phone, of course. St. Andrew lived in another century; pinpointing the exact one was impossible. Kinkaid, the messenger, ran a small general store in Eben.

Service finally spoke. “Right away as in today, or as soon as I can reasonably get there?”

Kinkaid sighed. “You know the old sonuvagun’s never that specific. He wants his groceries fetched out to him.”

Service closed the cell phone. Vintage Santinaw—always killing multiple birds with the same shot, and never a please uttered on the front side: Just do it. Santinaw, a revered, powerful tribal elder and holy man, was not one for vacuous social graces or empty gestures.

Grady Service called Tuesday Friday from St. Ignace and told her about the meeting with the new chief. Friday—more than a girlfriend, less than a wife—was a homicide detective with the Michigan State Police in Negaunee, divorced, with a young son. Probably their relationship could be more precisely defined, but for now they were both comfortable with the arrangement as it stood. Both had hyperkinetic cop schedules and they got together when they could. Shigun, her son, often stayed with him when she was working.

“You know the new chief?”

“Worked together once.”

“Life sure can be odd,” she said. She had been expecting him for dinner that night, but he told her he had to stop in Alger County and would be later, and not to hold dinner for him. He thought about trying to explain Kinkaid’s call about Santinaw, but it was impossible to accurately define the old Ojibwa, so he told her he’d talk more when he saw her again.

“Give Shigun five for me,” he said just before hanging up, and she laughed.

“When I see you again, I’ll be giving you a lot more than five,” Friday purred seductively.

• • •

As he drove toward Eben, Grady Service reflected on the fact that work in recent years had taken some distinctly dark and unexpected turns. It seemed that his ability to control outcomes, or even to ensure justice, was diminishing. The nagging question in his mind: Was this despite him or because of him?

Not having the answer didn’t keep him from wondering how after nearly three decades, law enforcement seemed to be getting both richer and more complex, with more and more people counting on him, which meant having answers for them. Right? He hated this aspect.

Kinkaid was a short, slightly stooped, gnomelike man with a thin, florid face, and crooked teeth stained by tobacco. He had a carton of Basic cigarettes on his counter ready to add to a canvas pack. “Santinaw’s groceries—and his smokes.”

A young woman stepped up and hooked the pack with her arm. “I’m Lacey Lucey,” the woman said. “Santinaw’s woman. I’ll carry the load if I can catch a ride.”

Service looked at Kinkaid, who shrugged.

“Who pays for the old man?” Service asked the grocer.

“Running tab.”

“Cleared recently?”

“Not in a couple of years.”

“What’s it up to?”

Kinkaid told him. Service shook his head and wrote a check to the man. Even with the recent stock market debacle he still had more money than he would ever be able to spend. The amount the Indian owed on account didn’t seem like that much for more than two years, and Service suspected that the old bastard did a lot of “natural harvesting” near his cabin, meaning illegal hunting and fishing. How somebody that old could still get around in winter woods was beyond him, but he admired the old man for sticking to his own lifestyle and not bending to the demands of others.

Lacey Lucey said nothing during the drive from Eben, and when they got out of the truck, she grabbed the pack again and looked at him. “You want me to lead?”

He nodded. Last time here CO Jake Mecosta had led the way, and both of them had gotten turned around. Mecosta was retired now. All the old-timers were hanging up their boots. Why not you? he asked himself.

“Known Santinaw long?” he asked the woman.

“Long enough,” she said, ducking into the trees at a brisk clip.

Two miles of tortuous verticality and poor footing took a lot of effort, and when they finally reached the old man’s cabin on a rocky promontory, Service was sweating and felt slightly winded. The woman showed no effects. She stopped at the door and knocked loudly.

“Santinaw, it’s Lacey,” she called out.

The Indian said. “Go away. I ain’t got no time for the funny business.”

“You’re my man,” she said. “There’s more than the funny business in a relationship. We’ve got your groceries.”

“What about my smokes?”

“Them too,” she said.

St. Andrew opened the door and squinted. He nodded and grunted when he saw Service. “Bojo … come in,” he said, and when the woman hung back, the old man shook his head, held up his right index finger, and said, “You can come in, but this here’s gonna be some serious man-talk you ain’t part of.”

“I won’t interfere,” the woman said, proffering the carton of cigarettes.

The cabin had not changed since Service had last seen it. There was a woodstove, ricks of logs piled in an orderly fashion outside the cabin walls, the overall effect that of a whole, well-maintained operation. There were cured furs on the walls, an oiled crosscut saw, a shelf filled with old crocks and bottles, and a rack of bamboo fly rods turned orange by age and use. The floor was shiny from decades of boots, and there wasn’t a visible speck of dust.

There was a bed in one corner, and a small table with four simple wooden chairs painted basic red.

Santinaw cracked opened the carton with his thumb, ripped open a pack of Basics, removed one, and lit up before offering the pack to Service, but not to the woman.

“You come along pretty quick.”

“Your message said right away. What’s up?”

Huronicus St.Andrew said solemnly, “Our ancestors are being defiled.”

“Our ancestors, as in yours, and/or mine?”

Santinaw grinned. “I always liked wabish sense of humor. My people think of you as almost one of us, so I guess that makes this about our ancestors. Back when our people fought the Lakota, war parties would appoint one of their bravest to be a runner, who would return to the tribe afterward and tell them what happened. Even if everyone survived, the runner always spoke first because he stayed at a distance, didn’t get involved like the others, and could see the big picture. You’re like a runner. And you’re known to be fair—for a paleface.”

Service stifled a laugh. It had been years since he’d heard that word.

Santinaw had always been an odd and mysterious figure, and Service understood him no better now than when he had been a boy and come to visit with his father. “What is it I’m supposed to be watching?”

“Bleedin’ sand,” Huronicus St. Andrew said. “The sand is bleedin’, and only you can stanch it.”

“Are there going to be more details?”

“My son, Four Hawks, and my people need you, Service.”

“You have a son?”

“Even Santinaw can’t defy odds all the time. Whiteman’s weinerboots ain’t a hundred percent, eh? His name is Four Hawks, but in your world he is called Duncan Katsu, his mother’s name.”

Service smirked and took a drag on his cigarette: Santinaw’s exploits with much younger women was legendary in the central U.P., and probably throughout the entire Ojibwa populace of the United States and central Canada.

“Where is this son of yours?”

“I seen him up there on that Coast of Death.”

“You were up there?”

Santinaw tapped his head. “I got the gift.”

Death’s Coast. It had been years since he’d heard the term. White men called the south shore of Lake Superior the Shipwreck Coast, and the Chippewa called it Coast of Death because of a bloody battle fought with marauding Iroquois centuries back, which may have happened or could very well be bullshit. With the tribes you never knew for sure what was real and what was a figment of group imagination and the inaccuracy of oral history.

Technically, the area stretched from Munising to White Fish Point, but the main Shipwreck Coast ran east from Grand Marais to Whitefish, a largely uninhabited coastline rarely visited except by a few tourists and agate hunters.

“He lives way out there?”

“Between Crisp and Vermilion,” Santinaw mumbled, “near the halfway house.”

“You visited him?”

“I seen the whole thing.”

Service inhaled deeply. Stay calm; he’s an old man, and he’s seen—and believes—things you don’t know about.

Service tried to recall what he thought he knew. In the old days there had been a string of U.S. Life-Saving Service stations stretched around the coastlines of the Great Lakes and down the Eastern Seaboard, and every day surfmen had walked the beaches, looking for flotsam and jetsam from wrecks. The surfmen were very tough hombres. One man would walk halfway to the next station and the next station would send a man the other way, and the two would make contact in the middle, compare notes, spend the night, and walk their return routes the next morning. Crisp Point was about as isolated a place as one could find in the U.P.

“He have a camp up that way?”

“Ain’t none of us own land ’cept in wabish thinking. He treats the land with respect and it takes care of him. The boy lives the old way and practices the traditional ways. He’s headstrong, but a good boy. He went off to try the wabish way, but he came back. We always come back.”

The traditional way? Bleeding sand? What the hell is he talking about?

“Am I supposed to go see him?”

“A man is free to choose,” St. Andrew said.

Bullshit. Santinaw was putting the bite on him, leaving him no choice. “Think you could cough up a bit more detail for me to go on?”

“Look into your heart,” the old man said, turning and gently patting the younger woman’s firm left buttock. She responded with a lascivious laugh.

“I take it you won’t be hiking out with me?” he said to Lacey Lucey.

She raised an eyebrow and said, “My old man and me, we got important things ta take care of.”

Service nodded and smiled. It had been a week since he’d last seen Friday and he could empathize.

By the time he got to his truck he was winded. Need to step up your workouts, he told himself. His sinuses had been plugged for more than a month, which sometimes left him feeling like he was living inside a gelatinous atmosphere. If this kept on, he’d call Vince Vilardo and try to get the sinuses cleared.

The internist and retired medical examiner for Delta County was an old friend and collaborator, and despite retirement, still seeing a few patients. He’d probably bug him to get a full physical, but he’d been avoiding this for years and saw no reason to give in now. You take your truck to the dealer and it comes out with more problems than it went in with. Same thing happens when you go see a damn doctor. It can’t be coincidence.
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Newberry, Luce County

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2, 2007

Grady Service called District Two’s Lieutenant Lisette McKower during his drive east. His former partner and sergeant, one-time lover, and now district lieutenant, remained a close friend.

“Lis, Grady. You hearing any rumbles about tribal problems up on the south shore?”

“Should I have?”

“Not sure. I got summoned to Santinaw’s, and he wants me to go visit his son. He says the boy lives the old way up on the Coast of Death.”

“Huh,” she said. “That’s Jingo Sedge’s area.”

“Sedge?”

“Two academy classes back. Good kid, and really serious, so go easy. The young officers in this department believe you walk on water. Shows you how poorly we recruit for judgment.”

“Liquid shit can easily be mistaken for water,” he said.

“Grady, you can’t duck leadership responsibilities your whole career. You’re the best at this job. Think how much you could help our young people.”

“There are lots of ways to do this job and make cases,” he said defensively. He wasn’t in the mood for one of her lectures, no matter how well-intentioned.

She sighed dramatically. “There’re a lot of young officers who could use your guidance in teaching them to do things your way … the old way … the right way.”

He immediately changed the subject. “Where’s Sedge live?”

“Right on M-123, about four miles west of Tahq State Park, just east of CR 500. The place is an old service station, a cinder-block hovel with a Mobil Oil sign. The other officers call it the Bomb Shelter. Nobody can believe the Department of Environmental Quality or the EPA haven’t condemned it. Sedge likes to run solo. None of us has ever been inside.”

“What’s Sedge’s call?”

“Two One Thirty.”

“What’s Sedge like?”

“Same as you when you began—storm trooper, takes no prisoners.”

I was like that? Always hard to tell if McKower is jabbing for fun or for real. “You in the Newberry office today?”

“I promised Sergeant Bryan I’d work with him and one of his new officers between Trout Lake and Fibre.”

Six-foot-six Sergeant Jeffey Bryan, Service recalled, had been a cub CO when the two of them had gotten into the middle of a strange shooting incident between Amish and Mennonite hunting parties some years back.

“Later.”

“Bear in mind that what you say to young officers gets passed around like gospel.”

“Just fucking great,” he said, and hung up. Would Eddie Waco promote her to Lansing? He was an idiot if he didn’t. As for him and Lis, she’d find ways to keep track of him. She always had.
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Halfway House, Chippewa County

THURSDAY, MAY 3, 2007

Grady Service spent the night in the Newberry office, studying the area topographical maps he’d spread all around the conference room.

He had been to Vermilion Point where the feds once had a top-secret wolf-training operation, but never anywhere near Crisp Point or between the two sites. He considered giving Jingo Sedge a bump, but ruled it out. Santinaw had come to him for a reason. Until he had a better feel for what he was going into, if anything, it would be better to not complicate matters.

He tried to find a plat book for Chippewa County, but the back of his truck was trashed beyond description. Probably left the damn thing at home. You’ve got to clean out your truck, he lectured himself. He looked at a topo instead. Five-Pack Creek seemed to parallel Lake Superior, north of what was listed on one of his maps as the Vermilion Rod and Gun Club property. It had been there when he worked in the district, but he had no idea if the club was still in operation.

Halfway House—he learned from a clerk who worked at Pickelman’s General Store south of Newberry on M-28—was the site of a shack, of which there might or might not be anything left. There was no way to know because the place was rarely visited by anyone the man knew of, and every winter seemed to eat more of the shore and embankments out that way.

Service made his way north on Old Maple Block Trail, where it angled north off the East Town Truck Trail. It was just after 4 p.m. when he stashed his truck a mile or so south of the old Rod and Gun Club property, hoisted his ruck, secured the truck, and headed north on foot through the sandy soil, jack pines, and scrub oaks. He figured the hike to be about three miles, maybe a smidge more. No way to tell where Duncan Katsu’s camp was, but there couldn’t be many places up this way, and somewhere ahead he expected there would be a county fire number or a camp sign.

Within an estimated quarter-mile of Lake Superior, and easing through a heavily wooded area of scrub oak on a steep barrier dune, he caught the faint sound of voices and stopped to try and pinpoint the source. Damn sinus condition made hearing unreliable. Gotta go see Vince, get this ear shit taken care of.

Voices ahead, somewhere to the left, not close. Wind’s out of the north. Hearing was a key sense in the woods, and a lot more difficult to use accurately than your eyes, but often more reliable. Move cautiously, he reminded himself.

His Automatic Vehicle Locator rolling map and his topo charts had shown Five-Pack Creek flowing out of Brown’s Lake to the west and meandering eastward and north, sort of roughly paralleling the coast. He’d never seen Five-Pack Creek, but guessed it would be cold and narrow with a steady current and a mostly loon-shit bottom, tag alder banks, and probably a lot of woody debris. Probably will have some native brook trout in it, but too far off the beaten path for most anglers to bother with. Can feed me if I’m hungry enough.

He had a hand line stowed in his ruck, and if he got the opportunity and was in the mood, he told himself, he might get up a brook trout meal tonight. After hiking, he was feeling slightly winded again, and already hungry. The last real meal he’d had was yesterday’s breakfast, when he’d made one of his giant shroomelets. He patted his stomach. You can afford to miss some meals, pal.

This morning he’d telephoned his granddaughter in Houghton and had enjoyed a nonsensical conversation with the two-and-a-half-year-old, which left him feeling kingly: Little Maridly. Just the thought of her made him smile and feel warm all over. She talked nonstop and smiled at him nonstop and would stand beside him and pat his back like he was an old dog. Which you are, he reminded himself.

More voices, this time further right. Could be wind, he reminded himself. Wind tended to whip off the lake into the barrier dunes and send fractured sound scrambling.

Five-Pack Creek turned out to be exactly what he’d expected, and as he walked westward he found a shallow place with hard-packed gravel. There was an orange plastic cap stuck in the grass. Assholes who litter! He picked it up, stuffed it in his pocket, waded across, and made his way northeast through an immense expanse of chest-high horsetail ferns. His mind was on fish. The gravel area suggested fall salmon and spring steelhead runs. Law-abiding anglers might not make the effort to get out this far, but violators surely would.

Halfway through the ferns, the plants suddenly erupted into life and his heart began pounding as something began running tight, fast circles around him. Instinctively he pulled out his .40 cal and held his breath as a gangly, long-legged young wolf popped onto a grassy hummock ten yards away and stared at him before loping away.

Calm down, he told himself. Then, What the hell is a single wolf doing here? This time of year the packs are usually in their rendezvous areas, teaching their pups how to hunt and kill beaver.

The terrain rose steadily as he moved north until he crested a ridge and could see a dense marsh below and the big lake beyond that, its swells slopping lazily against the beaches. He couldn’t actually see the beaches or shore, but he could hear Lake Superior.

What made the most sense was to get down to the beach, look around, backtrack into the cover of the tree line, and make temporary camp. If he decided to go for brook trout, he could hike back to the creek. There should be natural bait in abundance along the stream’s edge.

From the trees, Service looked eastward and saw smoke wafting from below—from where he guesstimated the beach to be. Actually, he thought he’d caught a faint smell of smoke before, but the wind was shifting to the northwest now and curling the smoke away from him. No law against fires out here, but it seemed uncomfortably close to the water’s edge, and if the wind came up or a tanker passed, even a half-mile offshore, whoever was tending the fire would get swamped by incoming waves, or worse. Unless his mental picture of the beach was different than reality. At least the fire seemed close to the water, which meant not much fuel for it to get into.

Preferring not to show himself, he walked eastward and moved downhill through the trees. A couple of hundred yards east, he froze when he saw two apparently naked men jog quickly through the trees, headed south. Both were shirtless and had feathers in their hair. They wore ankle-high moccasins, he thought, but he wasn’t sure. It was pushing twilight now. Something weird for sure. But it is the U.P., he reminded himself, shaking his head, as if this explained all aberrations.

Allowing the pair to move on, he saw what appeared to be a clearing on the edge of the tree line where a small fire was flickering. One man was sitting alone on a log, smoking a cigar, his face painted red and black. Jesus, what the hell is this?

Service watched from concealment as three more men came up from the woods to the north, mumbled a few words to the man by the campfire, and continued southward, same as the first two men. These three wore loincloths and just looked naked. Probably the other two had been the same. Still, it was peculiar.

A tiny fire was an Indian’s fire, not a white man’s. Service found himself nodding off. Sign of age; unable to maintain focus like when you were young.

He fell asleep and kept nodding awake and checking on the man. He finally woke with a start not to sound exactly, but to motion, moving air or something, someone or something cutting through dune grasses, something afoot, vibration. Not that damn wolf again. Blurry-eyed, he saw the fire still flickering on low, but its tender nowhere in sight. Damn. Jesus, did I sleep all night? Doofus!

Looking around frantically and trying to shake off sleep, he saw stooped black forms moving through the eelgrass around him, not running, but not walking either. Lots of them, spread pretty well, good discipline. Nobody could get a whole bunch of them with one shot. Why such discipline? Asshole militia types? The U.P. had plenty of them. I hate gun-nut militias, he thought.

A light touch on his shoulder startled him so badly he nearly yelled, but he managed to contain himself. A voice said, “You gonna sit there in the sand, old man, or deal yourself in?”

Female voice, confident, in charge. Before he could ask, the voice added, “Jingo Sedge. And you’d be Service, the legend himself.”

Before he could answer, she had moved on. He struggled to his knees and got up, semi-stumbling through the loose sand until he got his bearings and began to get his mind focused. By then, Sedge was moving like a greyhound and he had to hump to keep up. He only reached her as all hell broke loose in the form of a collective human scream that was more penetrating than any lynx he’d ever heard—and one lynx was way more than enough to stop the unsuspecting heart momentarily. This was like that, only a lot louder and more penetrating. Somehow, over the top of the crescendo, he could hear a female stentorian voice commanding, “Touch this man and you are going to fucking jail!”

Service caught up to the crowd and pushed his way between the painted men without shirts to find Sedge holding the arm of a small man and glaring at the rest of the group.

A tall man with wild hair was in front of her. Service tapped his arm and said, “DNR,” and eased over to Sedge’s side. Why the hell didn’t Lis tell me Sedge is female?

Light was beginning to draw pink in the eastern sky, most of the landscape blackening like buried coal. Morning on the way. How much did I miss last night?

The man had long black hair tied back in a long braid, and the bright red print of a human hand across the bottom half of his face.

“Bojo. This like some sort of Shinob Halloween?” Service asked. “Seems a little early for costumes.” Shinob was an obscure slang word for the Anishinaabeg, the tribe white men called Ojibwa or Chippewa.

The man grunted. “Just like em-shii-goo-shee to have the cultural sensitivities of a reptile.” The man looked up at Service and held out a cigar. “Wa-bish-kis mis-sabe.”

“My Shinob’s a hair rusty,” Service said, ignoring the cigar and sitting down cross-legged on a hummock of grass. “Talk fucking English.”

Sedge said, “White Giant, the White Shadow Wolf.”

Service ignored her, said to the pony-tailed man, “You Katsu?”

The man nodded. “One seed of many planted by Huronicus St. Andrew, master manipulator.”

“Santinaw told me the sand is bleeding.”

“Obviously not for him, or he’d be here as a matter of honor.”

Service held up his hands. “Listen, I haven’t got a clue what any of this is about, or even what the hell ‘bleeding sand’ is. Your old man asked me to come see you, and here I am.”

Sedge said, “White Giant super dick rides in to rescue incompetent rookie CO and savage Shinobs.”

The chip on her shoulder wouldn’t fit into the bed of an oversized pickup truck. Service added, “Santinaw doesn’t send anyone without a good reason. ’Course, sometimes he’s not too damn good about saying what those reasons are.”

Katsu chuckled and once again held out the cigar. “That’s Santinaw, the backwoods puppetmaster—certain he’s pulling all the strings, even when they don’t exist.”

Service accepted the cigar and lit it. “Megwetch,” he said with a head nod. “Thanks.”

Katsu offered nothing to Sedge, who harrumphed indignance.

As it grew lighter, Service saw that all the men with Katsu were painted, some of them frighteningly so.

“This public land?” Service asked after a while.

“Define ‘public,’ ” Duncan Katsu said. “There’s been Anishinaabeg here since time began.”

“Bullshit,” Sedge interjected. “If you’re referring to your people, they have not been in this area since time began. They migrated from northeast Canada around 1500 and pushed the Sioux westward over a hundred years or so. Your ancestors were interlopers, same as the Europeans. You, me, us—same-same, dude; run people off, take over their property.”

“You gonna bust us for trespass?” Katsu asked in a challenging voice.

Service said, “Hell, I don’t know exactly where I am, which means if you’re trespassing, I guess I am too.” He added, “You want to ask your people to all step up where I can see them? I don’t much like people hanging back in the dark when I’m in the light. Nothing personal. Think of it as an occupational courtesy.”

Katsu’s people spread out until Service counted twenty-four of them, all decked out in breechcloths or deerskin leggings, their loosened hair long, with lots of feathers, and more than a few traditional weapons, the curved clubs called “breakheads” looking especially lethal. All of the people wore paint in a wide variety of designs, but the colors tended mostly to be black and red, like Katsu’s, and Service wondered if this was meant to signify something.

“If I didn’t know better, I’d say this looks like a war party,” Service said.

“Could come to that,” Katsu said. “If the others choose, we’ll happily oblige.”

Katsu glared at Sedge.

What others? “As in your others, or other others?” Service asked.

Katsu said, “You wear a badge. It should be obvious.”

Little about tribals was ever obvious, and about the time you thought it was, they knocked you off balance with subtleties so deep they were often inexplicable, and certainly unfathomable to one not raised in Native traditions. “I can’t even solve my granddaughter’s jigsaw puzzles,” Service said. “And she’s just going on three.”

“A white member of the Shadow Wolves can’t figure things out?” Katsu said, leering at him. “That’s bullshit, wabish.”

“Yeah, total bullshit,” Jingo Sedge added.

“No, it’s apples and oranges,” Service countered. God, Sedge is a total pain in the ass. Like a damn Jack Russell always on the attack.

At that moment Service heard a poorly muffled ATV coming down the beach toward them. Katsu’s painted and feathered people immediately charged eastward, screaming.

Sedge surged after the group and Service followed. She somehow got past the lead Ojibwa and charged into a man who was getting off the four-wheeler, hitting him with a violent head-on tackle that put him on his back on the ground with a loud thump.

She grabbed the individual’s arms, twisted them behind him, cuffed him, and yelled at Service, “Secure the driver!”

Service grabbed the driver as he tried to restart the machine and knocked him off the seat, jerked him to his feet, and only then discovered he had just rough-dusted a woman, skinny as a rail, loose hair, wild eyes, shaking like a leaf.

That’s when the infernal shrieking began anew, screams so penetrating they shot a chill down Service’s spine, the sort of screams he had once heard from fanatical North Vietnamese troops charging to their deaths through the jungle at night.

But this morning there was no crackle of gunfire or grenades popping, and all he could hear was a voice shouting angrily. Soon Sedge appeared, escorting a small red-haired man with a goatee and long hair. The man was struggling vigorously and hopelessly against Sedge until he saw Service.

The woman Service held was about the man’s age, skinny and mean-eyed.

“You white?” the cuffed man asked. “Or one of them? So damn much mixed blood in the tribes nowadays, can’t hardly tell who’s real anymore.”

“I’m Detective Service, Department of Natural Resources, and I’m real.”

“Sedge, conservation officer,” his partner of the moment announced.

“Detective? Game wardens? Where the hell are the real cops? Listen, tell these bloody Shinob cretins to leave us alone.”

“Who are you?” Service asked.

“We call him Cool Ghoul,” one of Katsu’s people called out.

“Professor Delmure Arcton Toliver,” the man said. “Dr. Toliver to these troublemakers.”

“You a doctor who treats patients, Del?” Service asked.

“My doctorate is in history, my thesis on the Anishinaabeg migration.”

“Up here you’ve gotta treat patients to be called ‘Doctor.’ ”

“You don’t mean up here … you mean out here. This place is on the edge of the Earth.”

“He’s desecrating our ancestors,” Katsu said with a hiss.

Toliver took a deep breath and said measuredly, “We’ve been through this before, Katsu. This land is not a burial ground. There are no bodies here. This was a fishing village and a safety refuge from bad weather. There were never more than twenty or thirty people living here at any given moment, and there were no burials.”

“There are hundreds of remains here,” Katsu replied. “Na-do-we-se bodies.”

Toliver snorted. “Jesus, man. The oral traditions of your own people say the battles between Ojibwa and Na-do-we-se took place at least forty miles southeast of here. Remember—Iroquois Point?”

Katsu examined the small man. “And the Menominee claim they killed a thousand enemies on Green Bay, but the Menominee are liars. The real battle was here, and my people were in it.”

“Whatever,” Toliver said dismissively. He shook his head and looked to Service like he had more he wanted to say, but couldn’t summon the words.

“The professor wants to dig for artifacts,” Katsu said. “If I wanted to go and dig for pots in Arlington National Cemetery, you think your wabish government would allow that?”

“Arlington is a cemetery,” Toliver said.

“This place is no less,” Katsu said with a steely voice.

Toliver sighed. “I have been issued the requisite state permits to sink-test cores.”

“Permits issued by whom?” Service asked.

“The Office of the State Archaeologist,” Toliver said righteously.

“Toliver and the State both deny the truth,” Katsu said.

Toliver keened, “Your own state authorities agree that there are no bodies here. I have permits. Everything is legal and in order. Katsu is obstructing a legally sanctioned archaeological dig and academic field program.”

“There will not be digging here,” Katsu said. “None.”

“I’ll be back with real cops,” Toliver said.

“We’re both real cops, dipstick,” Sedge said angrily, nodding toward Service, “and, more to the point, the DNR grants the right to dig, not the state archaeologist.”

“I’m not going to stand here and argue pointlessly or be insulted anymore,” Toliver said. “These people assaulted us. I want to file charges.”

“Do what you feel you have to do,” Katsu said flatly.

Toliver said, “We want our machine back.”

Service’s eyes narrowed. “You illegally used that thing, so we’ll just hang on to it for now. The walk out will probably do you good.”

“Illegally?”

“Riding double, no helmets, nearly plowed into a group of people, riding on the beach, which is against the law—we could keep going with the list, but we’ll leave it at careless operation and just warn you on the other things.”

He looked at the driver. “Who’re you?”

“Jane,” she said in a quavering voice.

Toliver said, “Good God, man—do you realize how far we are from our vehicle?”

Service said, “More to the point, do you?”

When Toliver and the woman turned and began to trudge east, several Ojibwa blocked their way. Service intervened, separating Toliver and the woman from Katsu’s people. “Okay, fun’s over. Let these people pass.” He nodded at Sedge, who gave the woman named Jane a nudge toward Toliver.

The four of them walked down the beach.

“You saw everything,” Toliver said. “The assaults.”

“I’m not sure what I saw,” Service said. “How long has this pissing match been going on?”

“We had the first encounter with Katsu last summer. Flin Yardley, the state archaeologist, had already given permission, but we went back and asked again if he was certain there were no remains here, and he told us we were clear to sink-test holes. Now, every time we show up, Katsu and his thugs are here blocking us. I don’t understand how they always know we’re coming.”

“A professor where?”

“Hibernian College near Cleveland.”

Service had never heard of it. “You teach there?”

“Twenty years, and I’m curator of the campus museum.”

“So, if there are bodies here, you can’t legally dig?”

“If there are bodies, we can dig, but the dig would then have to satisfy federal regs in addition to state regs, and because of NAGPRA, the feds would formally bring Native Americans into the process.”

“NAGPRA?”

Sedge blurted out, “That’s the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, which says nothing can be done to bones without direction by and from the Indians.” Her voice betrayed extreme frustration.

“Tribals do tend to complicate some things,” Service said, speaking from experience.

“You’ve dealt with them?” the professor said.

“The thing is, mostly they just want people to think about what they’re doing.”

“Bloody hell, man, I study them and think about them and their past all the time.”

“And you’re certain this was no more than a fishing village?”

“Right—a distinctly minor one, more a safe refuge from inclement weather than a serious, established fishing settlement.”

“How can you know that?”

“Various European accounts, including the Jesuit Relations, all of which formalize the Native oral traditions.”

Sedge said, “Katsu says you’re wrong.”

“What does he know? These people didn’t even have a written language until Europeans came along, and even that took a couple of centuries. This group
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