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Introduction

About this book

Originally entitled So You Really Want to Learn French, the course has been thoroughly revised under its new title French for Common Entrance, and much new work relevant to the latest ISEB examination syllabus has been included. Because students start French at different times, the course is written with full awareness of the two levels at which Common Entrance French may be taken. Suggestions as to how the course may be used for students approaching the exam at different levels may be found in the Teacher Notes and Answers (available as a PDF download).

Why French looks different

One of the first things a student will notice about French is the accents. They tell you how to pronounce parts of a word and can distinguish one word from another spelled the same.


1 The acute accent (l’accent aigu)

Written over the letter ‘e’ this makes it sound like the ‘é’ sound in ‘café’, for example: bébé (baby)

2 The grave accent (l’accent grave)

Written over the letter ‘e’, this makes it sound similar to the vowel in the English word ‘bed’, for example: crème (cream).

Written over an ‘a’, it makes no change to the sound, but does differentiate certain words, for example: il a (he has), à (to/at).

3 The circumflex accent (l’accent circonflexe)

Written over a vowel, this gives the letter ‘e’ the same sound as ‘è’, for example: fête (holiday/party).

4 The cedilla (la cédille)

Written under a ‘c’, this softens the sound from a ‘k’ to an ‘s’ sound, for example: ça (that).



Note that the acute, grave and circumflex accents are often not written over capital letters, but are included in this publication so that students learn the correct spellings.

Notes on features in this book

Exam style Exercice

Exam-style exercises have been included to help familiarise yourself with the format of the exam. Where these are specific to either Level 1 or 2, the following icons are used. All other exam-style exercises are relevant for both levels.

Level 1 exercises Level 1

Level 2 exercises Level 2

Exercises originally designed for specific skills are shown by symbols, although, of course, many exercises can be used in several different ways.

Listening

[image: ]

Reading
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Speaking
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Writing
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1 Bonjour!

In this first chapter you will find out how to greet people, ask their names and ask how they are. You will also learn a little about France, the country where the French language was born. Did you know that it is also spoken in many other countries around the world?

Exercice 1.1
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Listen to the conversation between two teachers and some pupils.
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	bonjour!
	hello!



	madame
	madam, Mrs



	monsieur
	sir, Mr



	ça va?
	how are you?



	ça va bien
	I’m fine



	merci
	thank you



	et vous?
	what about you?



	ça va
	I’m OK



	salut!
	hi!



	et toi?
	what about you?



	très
	very





1  With a partner, practise saying hello to each other in French.

2  Ask your partner how they are.



Tu or vous? Two ways to say ‘you’

Which is the right word for ‘you’? There are two answers to this question.


1  tu is used when ‘you’ is just one person.

vous is used when ‘you’ is more than one person.

2  tu is used when we are talking to a friend, a pet or a member of our family.

vous is used when we don’t know the person well, for example a teacher or a shop assistant.



After words like et, tu becomes toi: Et toi?

vous never changes: Et vous?

Je m’appelle (giving or asking names)

To say our names, we use these expressions:



	je m’appelle
	I am called



	tu t’appelles
	you are called



	il s’appelle
	he is called



	elle s’appelle
	she is called




Another way of saying our name is simply to say: je suis (‘I am’), for example:



	Je suis Nicolas.
	I am Nicolas.




When asking what someone’s name is, the question Comment t’appelles-tu? can be asked in two other ways, just by changing the order of the words:

Tu t’appelles comment?

Comment tu t’appelles?

Exercice 1.2
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Listen to the audio track.
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	je m’appelle
	I am called/my name is



	comment t’appelles-tu?
	what is your name?



	moi
	me



	et
	and



	tu t’appelles
	you are called



	je
	I



	il
	he



	elle
	she



	il s’appelle
	he is called



	elle s’appelle
	she is called



	je suis
	I am



	excuse-moi!
	excuse me!



	oui
	yes



	non
	no





1  With a partner, practise saying what you are called to each other in French.

2  Ask your partner what he or she is called.



Exercice 1.3
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Listen to the audio track. You should notice people asking others what their name is and how they answer. Listen a few times so you get used to these expressions.



	le nouveau professeur
	the new teacher



	n’est-ce pas?
	isn’t that so?



	alors
	so,



	c’est ça
	that’s right



	au revoir
	goodbye




Now get into groups and practise similar conversations, saying ‘hello’ and introducing yourself in French. Then say goodbye.

Exercice 1.4
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Comment dit-on … en français? – How does one say … in French?

Give the French for:


1  goodbye

2  he

3  she



Choose your answers from these
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Exercice 1.5




1  She is called

2  He is called

3  Hello, my name is

4  What is your name?



C’est bon! – It’s good!




	bonsoir!
	good evening!



	bonne nuit!
	good night!



	bon anniversaire!
	happy birthday!



	bon appétit!
	enjoy your meal!



	bonne chance!
	good luck!



	bon voyage!
	have a good journey!






Exercice 1.6





Exercice 1.7


Role play
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Exercice 1.8




1  Il/Elle s’appelle … (Charles/Sophie)

2  Comment t’appelles-…? (tu/vous)

3  Je m’appelle … (imagine the je is you yourself!)

4  Et …? (toi/vous) Comment tu t’appelles?

5  Elle s’appelle … (Marie/Philippe)



Exercice 1.9






	j’habite
	I live



	à Saintes
	in Saintes



	en France
	in France



	à l’école
	at school



	j’ai
	I have



	deux amis
	two friends (m.)



	deux amies
	two friends (f.)



	à Nantes
	in Nantes



	il/elle habite
	he/she lives



	aussi
	also



	comme
	like



	où
	where



	tu habites
	you live



	en Angleterre
	in England






1  Sophie habite à ….

2  Robert … à La Rochelle.

3  Sophie a deux …, Robert et Jean.

4  Sophie a deux amies, … et Chantal.

5  Marie-Claude habite à ….
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Exercice 1.10


La carte de France – Map of France




	Avignon
	Marseille



	Bordeaux
	Nantes



	Brest
	Nice



	Calais
	Orléans



	La Rochelle
	Paris



	Le Havre
	Rouen



	Lyon
	Toulouse
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Les nombres – Numbers





	un(e)
	one



	deux
	two



	trois
	three



	quatre
	four



	cinq
	five



	six
	six



	sept
	seven



	huit
	eight



	neuf
	nine



	dix
	ten



	onze
	eleven



	douze
	twelve
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Exercice 1.11






	huit croissants, s’il vous plaît
	eight croissants, please.
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Exercice 1.12


Les mathématiques
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savoir: to know

je sais nous savons
tu sais vous savez
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pouvoir: to be able to

je peux
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faire: to do/to make
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elle fait
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suivre: to follow

je suis* nous suivons
tu suis vous suivez
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boire: to drink

Jje bois
tu bois
il boit
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A. B.

Hello. How are you? Ga va. Et toi?

I'm fine. It's the holidays soon. Oui! Tu vas partir?

We're going to the Vercors*. Cool! Qu'est-ce que tu vas faire?
[Give two activities*] What about you? Nous, on va faire du camping.
What are you going to do? Des randonnées, du vélo ...
When are you going to come home**? Euh ... fin juillet, je pense.

* The Massif du Vercors is a hilly region in southern France where all sorts of outdoor
activities can be tried (see below).

** For ‘to come home', use the verb rentrer.
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2 Tuveux aller (b) billets dentrée.
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4 Claude achéte quatre (d) je vais a la boutique.

5 Sara et Marc mangent (e) au cinéma ce soir?
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aller: to go
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mettre: to put, to put on

je mets nous mettons
tumets vous mettez
il met ils mettent
elle met elles mettent

on met
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mener: to lead (&/e)

je méne nous menons
tu ménes vous menez
il méne ils ménent
elle méne elles ménent

on méne






OEBPS/images/25-1.gif
regarder: to watch/look at

je regarde
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J'aime aller en voiture. Et toi?
Pourquoi?
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Oui, c’est facile.
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dire: to say

je dis nous disons
tu dis vous dites
il dit ils disent
elle dit elles disent
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vouloir: to want (to)

je veux
tu veux
il veut
elle veut
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pouvoir: to be able (to)/can
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tenir: to hold

je tiens nous tenons
tu tiens vous tenez

il tient ils tiennent
elle tient elles tiennent
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venir: to come

je viens nous venons
tu viens vous venez

il vient ils viennent
elle vient elles viennent

on vient
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sourire: to smile

je souris nous sourions
tu souris vous souriez
il sourit ils sourient
elle sourit elles sourient

on sourit






OEBPS/images/30-1.gif
/\ Voici mon chien.






OEBPS/images/170-2.gif
suivre: to follow

je suis nous suivons
tu suis vous suivez
il suit ils suivent
elle suit elles suivent

on suit
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je veux nous voulons
tu veux vous voulez
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vivre: to live

je vis nous vivons
tu vis vous vivez
il vit ils vivent
elle vit elles vivent

on vit
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acheter: to buy (&/e)

j'achéte nous achetons
tu achétes vous achetez
il achéte ils achétent
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se laver: to wash (oneself)

jemelave  lwash (myself) nous nous lavons  we wash (ourselves)
tutelaves  you wash (yourself) vous vous lavez you wash (yourselves)
il se lave he washes (himself) ils se lavent they wash (themselves)

elleselave  she washes (herself) elles se lavent they wash (themselves)
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vendre: to sell
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tu vends
il vend

elle vend

nous vendons
nous vendez
ils vendent
elles vendent






OEBPS/images/169-10.gif
sécher: to dry (&/6)
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devoir: to have to, to owe

je dois nous devons
tu dois vous devez
il doit ils doivent
elle doit elles doivent

on doit
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battre: to beat

je bats nous battons
tu bats vous battez
il bat ils battent
elle bat elles battent

on bat
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appeler: to call (1l/])

§ appelle nous appelons
tu appelles vous appelez
il appelle ils appellent
elle appelle elles appellent

on appelle
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s’asseoir: to sit down

je m'assieds nous nous asseyons
tu t'assieds Vous vous asseyez
il s'assied ils s’asseyent

elle s’assied elles s’asseyent

on s'assied






OEBPS/images/167-7.gif
o cenrs

tu cours
il court
elle court

on court

nous courons
vous courez
ils courent
elles courent






OEBPS/images/167-8.gif
croire: to believe

je crois nous croyons
tu crois vous croyez
il croit ils croient
elle croit elles croient

on croit
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boire: to drink

je bois nous buvons
tu bois vous buvez
il boit ils boivent
elle boit elles boivent

on boit
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connaitre: to know (a person, place)

je connais
tu connais
il connait
elle connait
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ils connaissent
elles connaissent
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metire: to put

je mets nous mettons
tumets vous mettez
il met ils mettent

elle met elles mettent
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Hello Doctor.

My back hurts.

Yes, it hurts!

What is it for? (‘It is for what?")
Where is the pharmacy?
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B.

Bonjour, entrez!

Qulest-ce qui ne va pas?
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