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An important note
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This work was originally published in 2022 under the title Someone Had to Say It:  A New Approach to Confronting our Environmental Crises.  The aim at the time was to begin a conversation that might – in the critically shrinking time remaining to do so – break the logjam of environmental reparation proposals lacking the scope and impact capable of eliminating the increasing life-threatening challenges presently imperiling the sustainability of the Earth and the perpetuation of life on it.

However, if the truth must be known – as the truth must be known – that conversation has yet to evolve to the extent it must.  The same barriers of the addictive allure of the wealth and power to be derived at the expense of the resources of the Earth, as well as the misguided attempts at restorative action focused on economic growth over the health of the Earth and the environment, continue to hinder achieving the intended result.

Adding insult to injury, a current small ruling majority of elected and appointed representatives in the United States – a nation once a beacon of hope and leadership on the issue – is now actively engaged in not only rolling back federal clean energy and other environmental conservation policies in the country but also in withdrawing from participation in worldwide environmental reparation efforts, all resulting in the loss of vital opportunities to repair and restore a depleted and degraded Earth.

Last but not least, enter the new kid on the block – artificial intelligence (AI) – erecting one more obstacle to solutions to the ongoing damage to the Earth caused by human use, misuse and overuse of its resources.

In 2022, then a decades old phenomenon, AI had by and large remained outside of any particularly heightened awareness and concern of the general public.  In the brief time since, however, not only is AI continuing to be engineered to singlehandedly gut the limitless and yet to be fully realized potential of natural human intelligence and with it the sovereignty of its freedom, its free will and its conscience, but AI has become under its own power another runaway train threatening further profound depletion and degradation of the Earth and the environment.

Hence, in and of itself, the launch of AI with its countless prototypes – mere experiments without guardrails, controls or any evidence of long-term benefit to humanity or to the Earth, and principally oriented toward increasing human use and consumption of the already dangerously damaged and diminishing resources of the planet – is evolving into just one more obstacle to resolving humankind’s self-inflicted environmental crises.  That assault alone necessitated a new discussion and this updated version of the original project.

The anthem of the truth of the original Someone Had to Say It work, however, has not changed.  The Earth cannot give what the Earth does not have to give.  Nor has it ever been more urgent to continue sounding warning bells while advocating for workable, realistic and truthful solutions to the environmental challenges threatening the preservation of the Earth, its resources and, in turn, the continuation of human life on it.

Time, then, to again explore the possibilities of what one solution – a viable and truthful one – could be.
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“These are our times and our responsibilities.  Every human being has a sacred duty to protect the welfare of our Mother Earth from whom all life comes.  In order to do this, we must recognize the enemy – the one within us.  We must begin with ourselves.”  Leon Shenandoah


~
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One step forward, one step back.  Half a step forward, three steps back.  No steps forward, all steps back.  You’re listening to the drumbeat of the march of humanity as it continues to flounder and fail in its efforts to resolve its self-inflicted environmental crises that now threaten the sustainability of all life, including human life, on Earth.

Indeed, the truth to be most feared in these times is that there is no tangible or quantifiable evidence of even a single solution that humanity has yet conceived and implemented to completely and permanently resolve its environmental threats around the planet.  Has science succeeded in doing so?  No, it has not.  How about technology?  Any solutions there?  No.  Economics?  No.  Mathematics?  No.  Law?  No.  Politics?  No.  Academia?  No.  Philosophy?  No.  Any combined effort of any fields of human endeavor?  No.  Or have those disciplines become little more than dark places in which to conceal the unpleasant truths about how and why humanity finds itself being overtaken by environmental crises of its own making?  Sadly, yes.

Sometimes, of course, unpleasant truths can hurt and sometimes solutions to the challenges revealed by those truths can hurt a little too.  But after all the failures, if a truthful solution that might hurt a little can bring an end to humanity’s environmental threats and crises and protect and preserve the Earth and the life it sustains, then a truthful solution that might hurt a little could be a good solution.  In fact, it may even be the best one.

Someone Had to Say It in its reprise revisits those unpleasant truths of the how and why of humanity’s environmental crises and it again proposes a much needed honest approach to confronting and resolving them.

Be forewarned anew, though.  Those unpleasant truths may be pills that are hard to swallow.  And the solution may leave humanity feeling a little like someone slammed the brakes on its hypersonic pursuit of illusions of happiness and fulfillment, all at the expense of the Earth.

To its credit, however, the new Someone Had to Say It, to a no lesser degree than its first rendition, holds the potential for transforming the failure and anguish – even the arrogance, the apathy and the denial – of the citizens of the Earth into an empowering experience that could provide the best odds that they will survive their environmental crises and that they and the Earth – their Earth – will emerge abundant and mutually sustaining as they continue their pursuit of happiness and fulfillment upon it, this time in truth.

And for that reason, despite the continuing setbacks and inertia thwarting the resolution of humanity’s environmental challenges, the Someone Had to Say It solution remains a provocative, profound, prophetic, yet practical and workable solution for confronting the Earth’s environmental crises, and one that – if human beings still cherish living on a planet with clean and adequate air, water and all other life sustaining resources, and if they still possess the capacity to choose hope over despair, right over wrong and life over death – is a solution for which there is none better.
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How Did It All Go So Wrong?
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“We have come to this not because of one person in particular; it is a collective offense and we are all culprits, all of humanity.  Our crime is unrestrained selfishness, and all of humanity commits it.  Our reckless egoism throws all nature off balance and everything goes awry.”  Michael Laitman
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This treatise again begins with the question that remains of immense importance to humanity in these times:


Why do divisiveness, inaction and failure continue to escalate and hopes continue to fail on every front – legislative, judicial, political, scientific, economic, social, moral and ethical – in the search for viable and enduring solutions to this nation’s and the world’s environmental crises?


The answer?  Alarmingly, there is none.  Yet.

As daunting as the search for an answer to the question may continue to be, however, in light of what’s at stake for all living things on Earth if humanity’s environmental challenges are not resolved, giving up and doing nothing are not options.  Nor, as experience should have revealed by now, is staying the current course of rehashing the flawed and failed approaches of the past and present as the crises continue to expand and multiply.

Instead, what obviously continues to be called for under the circumstances is nothing less than a fresh and fearless approach to those challenges, beginning with elevating the discourse on the subject to a place beyond its suffocating and paralyzing impasse.  Equally imperative, the required plan will have the potential to involve a global commitment
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