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			for my parents

		

	
		
			1

			
			A SLIGHT

			BREEZE

		

	
		
			Daffodil

			If I imagine all time sequestered in the fold of a daffodil,

			Close to the desire of sitting next to someone,

			It’s like a trip uptown and then one downtown,

			And my door is open to the revenge of snow.

			Clasp me as a trumpet seeks release,

			I should see daydreams in eyes

			All aflutter and simplified down,

			The stores and all the other places we settle down to.

		

	
		
			Pulling Out

			Next stop West Haven

			We are pulling out in two minutes

			We are leaving behind

			We are going forward

			Was something said?

			What was imagined? What projected?

			And then, the reality,

			Always better, sharper,

			Putting the day, the trees,

			Into relief, giving relief

			Ultimately, in a world

			Of opportunities

		

	
		
			Poem for David Meltzer

			I am listening to Radiohead on a friend’s playlist

			The playlist in our heads keeps playing even after you’ve gone

			Even after you’ve gone, the music keeps playing

			Playing in our heads, turning around, accumulating

			New emotions in the hearts of new listeners

			After being away in the woods for weeks

			And thinking of those one loves who may not long be here

			The music keeps playing in our heads, strangely

			Something new keeps pulling us, coming from the new

			And equally from the old, new and old are the same age

		

	
		
			A Memory of Youth

			When I have the time in my head,

			I can see the floor, those patches,

			Strips I’ve looked at all my life,

			Suddenly can focus there, and on

			The floor beyond, also lilies and maple

			Outside my window, this room I grew

			In, thought, and planned, and wrote in;

			What did I think, all those years, when

			In bed, quiet, waiting for sleep, or

			Imagining some world to come?
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