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    This book is dedicated to my daughter, Eryka, and her two guinea pigs. It is inspired by her adventures with them, along with a little bit of make-believe. Through their story, I also share some of the challenges my child has faced at school, with love, hope, and imagination leading the way.
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Chapter 1

[image: ]


Someone New

––––––––
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It was the very first time Oscar met Orion.

Eryka carefully placed Orion on the soft play mat right in front of Oscar. Oscar froze. His big round eyes stared straight ahead.
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Is he real? Oscar wondered.
Or is he just another pretend guinea pig like last time?
Oscar remembered the toy Eryka had once given him—a fluffy guinea pig that never squeaked, never moved, and never ate hay. It just sat there.
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Oscar hoped this one was different.
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