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Introduction

 


 A string of four
“unidentified objects” entered North American airspace during
late-January and early-February 2023, only to be shot down by US
military aircraft. And in the grand tradition of public speculation
surrounding mysterious airborne entities, many people have
questioned whether extraterrestrial activity is afoot. The short
answer? No, there is not.
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Four objects were detected
over North American airspace

 


U.S. officials have referred to the
object shot down off the East Coast on 4 February 2023 as a
surveillance balloon, while the three others stopped in their
tracks on February 10, 11 and 12, respectively, have been referred
to as ‘unidentified objects’ that were moving slowly through the
skies around the same altitude that planes fly.
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Four objects shot down over
North American airspace

 


But that doesn’t mean officials are
suggesting the objects are unexplainable in nature or even related
to previously observed “unidentified aerial phenomenon” -- which
are also unlikely to be of extraterrestrial origin. And at least
two high-ranking US officials have used the term “balloon” to
describe the latest interlopers, though the Pentagon’s official
stance is to stay away from that descriptor.

Some details link the incidents,
including all of them occurring within a few days of each other,
but there are key differences as well -- with U.S. officials saying
that the objects, which were not all flying at the same height or
following the same path, did not necessarily resemble one
another.

Despite the first balloon being
described as a Chinese reconnaissance vessel (or Chinese ‘Spy
Balloon’) -- an assessment China has sought to undercut -- the
origins and purpose of the other three objects were not immediately
confirmed by the U.S. military.

 


Timeline of Key Moments
Involving All Four Objects

 


One U.S. official attributed the rise
in the sightings to boosted surveillance capabilities by the
military and not a rush of new foreign objects flying over American
airspace. "Northern Command has adjusted the parameters of their
radar capabilities in a way that they can see more than they could
before," this official said. "That's not to say they were
blissfully ignorant before," the official said, "but there are lots
of things floating around and now we are more finely attuned to
it."

 


The First
Balloon
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Photo of Chinese ‘Spy
Balloon’

 


Saturday, 28 January
2023
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Route of ‘Spy Balloon’ from
China to the United States

 


The balloon entered U.S. airspace on
28 January north of the Aleutian Islands in Alaska, according to a
senior military official. Photos from later sightings appear to
show the craft was an enormous white dirigible with an
undercarriage described by one U.S. official as the size of three
buses.

 


Monday, 30 January
2023

 


The vessel then entered Canadian
airspace over the Northwest Territories on 30 January, the senior
military official said.

 


Tuesday, 31 January
2023

 


The balloon then traveled south and
reentered U.S. airspace over northern Idaho on 31 January,
according to a senior military official. The White House later said
that President Joe Biden was briefed the same day, for the first
time, about the balloon.

 


Wednesday, 1 February
2023
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Path of Chinese ‘Spy
Balloon’

 


One of the earliest
sightings confirmed by ABC News
was in Reed Point, Montana, on 1 February. From
Montana, the balloon traveled southeast through South Dakota and
Nebraska, according to U.S. officials. The administration later
said that 1 February is when President Biden first ordered the
balloon to be taken down once it was feasible, with the threat of
harm to civilians ultimately delaying military action.
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Map shows U.S. Military
Bases near path of Chinese ‘Spy Balloon’

 



Saturday, 4 February
2023
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Path of the Chinese ‘Spy
Balloon’ across North America

 


The balloon was spotted over South
Carolina, in Lancaster, as it continued moving in a southeastward
direction toward the Atlantic coast.
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F-22 Raptor fighter jet
from Langley AFB shot down Chinese ‘Spy Balloon’

 


The Chinese ‘Spy Balloon’ was struck
at 58,000 feet by an F-22 Raptor firing a AIM-9X missile roughly
six nautical miles off the South Carolina coast.

 


[image: tmp_45df8738bb43d19ca97f7e5d781fff67_fAQVLS_html_m25fa37cf.png]

Footage captured Chinese
‘Spy Balloon’ being shot down over Atlantic Ocean

 


The Chinese ‘Spy Balloon’ was downed
at 2:30 p.m. ET in U.S. airspace over U.S. territorial waters by
fighter aircraft assigned to U.S. Northern Command, according to
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin.

The downing of the Chinese
surveillance craft was the first known peacetime shootdown of an
unauthorized object in U.S. airspace.
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Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin announces the downing of Chinese ‘Spy Balloon’

 


The Chinese foreign ministry
criticized the United States for downing its balloon. "China
expresses its strong dissatisfaction and protest against the U.S.
using force to attack civilian unmanned airships," officials said
in a statement. The ministry asserted that they told the U.S. that
the balloon was an airship "for civilian use and entered the US due
to force majeure, which was completely accidental."

 


Monday, 6 February
2023
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U.S. Navy begins recovery
effort for downed Chinese ‘Spy Balloon’

 


U.S. Navy vessels swarmed a widespread
debris field with divers and cranes to retrieve pieces of the
balloon.

A senior government said the FBI was
expected to take custody of any recovered components of the
balloon's payload and to ship those to its laboratory in Quantico,
Virginia, for analysis and intelligence gathering.

ABC News
confirmed that, according to two senior
officials, the U.S. believed the balloon had a self-destruct
capability. The U.S. wasn't sure why this wasn't used, though it
was probably for the same reason the U.S. didn't shoot it down over
land -- a risk of harm.

When asked whether China wanted the
wreckage back, Foreign Ministry spokesman Mao Ning simply said that
the balloon belonged to China. The balloon does not belong to
America. China said it had lodged a formal protest with the US
embassy in Beijing, accusing Washington of overreacting and
seriously violating the spirit of international law and
order.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
canceled a trip to Beijing (China) after the balloon
episode.
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Chinese ‘Spy Balloons’ have
been seen in other countries

 


Similar balloons, suspected or
confirmed to be from China, have also been seen in other countries
from Japan to Costa Rica.

 


Wednesday, 8 February
2023
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Brigadier General Pat
Rider, Pentagon spokesperson

 


The Pentagon's Brigadier General Pat
Ryder disclosed that China had conducted four balloon surveillance
missions over "sensitive sites" within U.S. territory during recent
years, but did not disclose exactly where or when the incidents
occurred.

 


Thursday, 9 February
2023

 


Senior FBI officials familiar with the
operation said in a conference call with reporters that the
bureau's evidence response team had
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