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This book is dedicated to all the believers the world over, for whom the following would be true:

“You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.”

John 15:16
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A while back, a commentary was done on the Gospel of John in God’s word which, if published, would have been well over fifteen hundred pages. Since this would have been too large a book, and also too costly to buy, God is now leading His servant to have this material from John’s gospel account published in a number of books, which will surely bless, encourage, and build up spiritually all those who will read them!

The gospel account of John is to be seen as where God seeks to show mankind that The Lord Jesus Christ is not only God’s eternally existing Son, but that He is also The One God promised to send from Heaven to earth one day during time, as born of a woman, as we see at Genesis 3:15! 

And whereas Matthew connects the Old Testament with the New Testament and seeks to prove that Jesus is indeed the Jew’s long awaited Messiah; with Mark seeking to give a concise view of The Lord Jesus Christ for the Romans; and Luke focuses especially on the humanity of The Lord Jesus Christ; God used the apostle John to focus on the Deity of His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

Please note that John Chapters 1 to the end of Chapter 5 was covered in Book 1. Book 2, covered John Chapter 6 to the end of John Chapter 8. Book 3, covers John Chapter 9 to the end John Chapter 11. Book 4, the current book, covers John Chapter 12,17,18. A while back, John Chapters 13 to the end of Chapter 16 was covered in a book published under the title of: “Jesus’ Parting Words of Love To His Own: John 13 to 16.”

And please also note that there an Addenda with five sections at the back of the book. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time, for any reading the book that might not be aware of the fact that God has divided all of time into four ages. Then in Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus, for any who may not be familiar with this information either. In Addendum C, we have “Chosen of God for a purpose!” In Addendum D, we have God’s resurrection program in time. And then in Addendum E, we have a presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God gives in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus, for any readers who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God through faith in His Son.

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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The Lord Jesus stops at Bethany, while on His way to Jerusalem for the Passover!
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As we  begin John 12, we see from John 12:1-8 that The Lord Jesus makes a stop at Bethany, before proceeding on to Jerusalem for the Passover, noting what we there now read, “[1] JESUS, THEREFORE, SIX DAYS BEFORE THE PASSOVER, CAME TO BETHANY where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. [2] So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. [3] MARY THEN TOOK A POUND OF VERY COSTLY PERFUME OF PURE NARD, AND ANOINTED THE FEET OF JESUS AND WIPED HIS FEET WITH HER HAIR; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. [4] But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, [5] "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?" [6] Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it. [7] Therefore Jesus said, "Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial. [8] For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me." “

We first need to observe here from verse 12:1 that The Lord Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem for the Passover, which we are told here was six days away. And while on the way, He stops at Bethany, which was likely on the road from the city of Ephraim, where He likely had been last (noting verse 11:54), to the city of Jerusalem, where the Passover would be observed. 

Secondly, we observe that in terms of chronology this was after Lazarus had been raised from the dead, which is mentioned here. Thirdly, we note from verse 12:2 that a supper was provided for The Lord Jesus and His disciples at Bethany, in the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary. Then fourthly, we are told that Martha was serving the meal, while Lazarus was reclining at the table with The Lord Jesus and His disciples.

Then at verses 12:3-8, we have an account of what Mary did at this supper. The first thing we learn from verse 12:3 is that the perfume Mary came with was "very costly perfume." Judas' Iscariot's estimate of the cost at verse 12:5 was "three hundred denarii," which the NASB95 gives in the margin as being equivalent to eleven months wages in those days. One thing we can note from this here is that Mary's family was not a poor family.

The second thing we note is that Mary did not bring a small amount of the perfume, but a "pound," which the NASB95 margin gives as 12 Roman ounces in those days. Thirdly, as already noted, this was the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary in Bethany, as where this supper was being held, and which had been given in honor of The Lord Jesus (verse 12:2). 

Fourthly, we need to keep in mind that this was the same Mary saved by The Lord Jesus out of an immoral lifestyle, and even worse, from a lost eternity without God, as we have noted at John 11:2, as relating to Luke 7:36-50. This was also the same Mary whom we see at Luke 10:38-42, who had already learned to sit at The Lord Jesus' feet to listen, as He spoke to them of God. 

And this was the same Mary, whose brother Lazarus had just been raised from the dead by The Lord Jesus, who now comes to Him knowing that He was going to die soon. So what Mary wanted to express to The Lord Jesus was a parting gift of her love for Him! 

May we too, who read this, have such an appreciation for the worth of God’s precious Son that we would be freely willing to give Him our unrivalled love, to serve Him with an unceasing cross-bearing, and to always walk with Him in an unreserved surrender all of our lives (noting Luke 14:25-33). Since The Lord Jesus is now at His Father’s right Hand in Heaven, we cannot offer Him any costly perfume, but we can offer Him our lives, which we note from Romans 12:1 is well-pleasing to Him!

To Mary of Bethany there was no cost too great, no amount too large, nor a stoop too low for the worship of her Saviour, Who had not yet died for her. May we also, by God’s grace enabling us, not be hesitant to lay our all at His feet as we look back to the sacrifice of all sacrifices that has been made for us already by The Lord Jesus Christ . He is worthy to be worshipped! All praise be to God, both now and forevermore! Amen.

We also note that this account also focuses us on Judas Iscariot, as the one who spoke up about the cost of the perfume and exclaimed at verse 12:5, "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?" Then the apostle John was led to give us TWO FACTS ABOUT JUDAS ISCARIOT here. 

And so, at verses 12:4,6 we are told, "[4] But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, WHO WAS INTENDING TO BETRAY HIM... [6] Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but BECAUSE HE WAS A THIEF, AND AS HE HAD THE MONEY BOX, HE USED TO PILFER WHAT WAS PUT INTO IT." 

So, we see here that Judas Iscariot "was a thief," who used to take for his own personal use the money that was put into the money box. One thing we see from this here is that The Lord Jesus would have known what Judas Iscariot was doing, yet was never led of His Father to intervene, only letting Judas remain on the road he was on, which would eventually lead him to forfeit his soul, unfortunately.

We can be sure that God will never allow a person get away with any sin, for all sin is against God, and since God is The Judge, then we can be sure that all who have sinned against Him will be brought to account for their sin, if they have not repented by the time God's judgment comes. And let us keep in mind that physical death is God's cutting off point for giving one the opportunity to repent of one’s sins. If one has not repented by then, the only thing left is the final judgment of God and the second death, which is eternal separation from God!

We also note from this passage that Judas Iscariot was not concerned for the poor, even though he said that the perfume could have been sold and the money given to the poor. So, not only was Judas Iscariot an unbeliever, but he was also a thief and a liar, which we see from Revelation 21:8 that such persons are prime candidates for the second death.

We then note from this account that THE LORD JESUS SPEAKS TO TWO ISSUES that were brought up by Judas Iscariot's statements. First, The Lord Jesus protects Mary of Bethany from such attacks of the evil one by saying to them, "leave her alone...," He being our refuge in a time of storm, while we seek to serve Him and worship Him with our lives while on earth. Praise by to God! And when The Lord Jesus speaks, as The One Who has been given all authority in heaven and on earth, then the forces of evil must retreat (noting Matthew 10:1; 28:18). 

Secondly, we note from verse 12:8 that The Lord Jesus deals with the matter of the poor among them, when He says, "For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me." The "poor" in view here, because money has been mentioned in relation to them, must be seen as those poor in the riches of this world, in terms of its money and possessions. 

And as we see here, the poor will always be on earth throughout the ages of time, and so, those who want to help them can do so at any time. However, The Lord Jesus was not to be earth for a long time, for we note from verse 12:1 that the Passover was six days away, which meant that He had less than a week remaining before His death at the hands of the Romans. And since The Lord Jesus’ arrest was soon to take place at the hands of godless men (noting Acts 2:23), then that did not leave His own much time to show their love and devotion to Him, as we see Mary of Bethany do here in this account.

And in The Lord Jesus saying at verse 12:7 that what Mary did with the perfume was for “the day of My burial,” meant that Mary was spiritually attuned to what was going to happen to Lord Jesus in going to Jerusalem for the Passover!
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While The Lord Jesus was at Bethany, many more Jews came to faith in Him!
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It is always heart warming to see sinners turn to God for salvation, and now at John 12:9-11, we see this take place again, as The Lord Jesus was now at Bethany, noting now what we there read, “[9] The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead. [10] But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death also; [11] because on account of him MANY OF THE JEWS WERE GOING AWAY AND WERE BELIEVING IN JESUS." 

Two observations can be made here. One is that even though "a large crowd of the Jews" now came to the home while The Lord Jesus was there at Bethany, nevertheless, not all of them were doing so for the purpose of "believing in Jesus," for as we see at verse 12:9, “THEY CAME, NOT FOR JESUS' SAKE ONLY, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead." This meant that some were there as curiosity seekers only. 

Secondly, we wonder if the leadership of the nation of Israel were ever successful in having Lazarus put to death, as we see here at verse 12:10 that it was their desire to do so. We do not have any Scriptural evidence that they ever did, this not meaning of course that it never happened. 

One thing we can say for sure here is that what we read at Romans 1:28-32 now applied to the nation of Israel through its leadership, "[28] And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, [29] being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, [30] slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, [31] without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; [32] and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them" (further noting Acts 9:1,2).

Nevertheless, there was a good outcome here, which would be for the eternal wellbeing of some, for we read in the last part of verse 12:11 here, “...MANY OF THE JEWS WERE GOING AWAY AND WERE BELIEVING IN JESUS.” And this is good news indeed! Praise be to God!
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The Lord Jesus officially presents Himself to the nation of Israel as their King!
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God’s servant was going to write in as the title for this section 'The Lord Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem,' until God reminded me in my spirit by The Holy Spirit that for The Lord Jesus this was NOT a triumphal entry! What is unfortunate in our present day is to have Bible translators insert titles to sections of God’s Word, which sometime can lead people astray when these are not accurate, as in this case in the NASB95.

So let us read at John 12:12-19, where God presents us with the account of His Son being presented to the nation of Israel as its King, there now reading, “[12] On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, [13] took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, AND BEGAN TO SHOUT, "HOSANNA! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, EVEN THE KING OF ISRAEL." [14] Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written, [15] "FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF ZION; BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING, SEATED ON A DONKEY'S COLT." [16] These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him. [17] So the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about Him. [18] For this reason also the people went and met Him, because they heard that He had performed this sign. [19] So the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are not doing any good; look, the world has gone after Him." “ 

The first observation we can make here is that this was now "on the next day" of what we have seen at verse 12:1, "Jesus, therefore, SIX DAYS BEFORE THE PASSOVER, came to Bethany...," which means that this was now the fifth day before the Passover. 

Knowing that the Passover was to take place the evening of the 14th of the first month of the year (noting Exodus 12:2,3,6; while keeping in mind that after the exile this month was called Nisan, noting Esther 3:7), we can work back from further information given us, such as John 19:42; Luke 23:54, where we learn that The Lord Jesus was crucified on the Jewish day of preparation, which was the day before the Sabbath, we can then determine that the Passover took place on the Thursday evening, which meant that five days back would be a Sunday. 

And so, this fifth day before the Passover was now a Sunday. We know that it could not have been a Sabbath day for we further read at verse 12:13 that the large crowd took branches from the palm trees to go meet The Lord Jesus, something that would not have been lawful according to Judaism, which was at this time the religion of majority of the Jews in Israel, who were still in unbelief. We also note here that since this "the next day" was the Sunday meant that the meal at the home of Martha, Lazarus, and Mary at Bethany must have been on the Saturday, which was the Sabbath.

A second observation to be made here is that we see that based on the information given at verses 12:12,13, namely, that "the large crowd who had come to the feast (which would have been the Feast of Unleavened Bread, noting Exodus 23:14,15), when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem (likely having heard from those who had gone to Bethany the day before and had now returned to Jerusalem, noting verses 12:17,18), took the branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, "Hosanna! Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of The Lord, even The King of Israel," that IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WERE READY TO ACCEPT THE LORD JESUS AS KING OVER THE NATION OF ISRAEL. 

However, what must be noted here, and as we have already noted earlier, the nation of Israel, through its leadership, had already rejected The Lord Jesus as being The Christ (Messiah), which also meant He could not possibly be their King. Therefore, any action on the part of the crowd here was not based on being aware of the mind of God, as was also the case with the disciples, for we see at verse 12:16 that "these things His disciples did not understand at the first," which means that their actions should be viewed as people wanting to take The Lord Jesus by force to make Him King, as was the case earlier on at John 6:14,15, now based on the sign The Lord Jesus had done in raising Lazarus from the dead.

Even though The Lord Jesus would have known all this about His disciples, the crowd, and the leadership, nevertheless He goes ahead, as we see at verses 12:14,15, and presents Himself to the nation of Israel as her King, doing so in the will of His Father, since this was now being done in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9.

The Lord Jesus was very much aware of His having been rejected by the nation of Israel and that all that was taking place was to fulfill Scripture, regarding what Zechariah had prophesied centuries before that Israel's coming King would come "seated on a donkey's colt," and so The Lord Jesus, as being Israel's King, now sits on a donkey's colt to fulfill that prophecy of Zechariah. 

We would also benefit in noting here what Luke was led to write at Luke 19:41-44 as to what The Lord Jesus was led of God to say as He approaches Jerusalem, there reading, "[41] When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, [42] saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. [43] For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, [44] and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because YOU DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE TIME OF YOUR VISITATION." 

What The Lord Jesus says here also needs to be connected back to another prophecy given earlier than Zechariah’s, that being what the prophet Daniel was led of God to prophesy at Daniel 9:24-26, where we read, "[24] Seventy weeks (490 years) have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place. [25] So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. [26] Then after the sixty-two weeks THE MESSIAH WILL BE CUT OFF AND HAVE NOTHING, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined." 

And so, we need to be aware here that
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