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CLANCY LAY IN BED, tucked up in his soft navy blue doona, feeling a heavy weight on his shoulders. Sunlight peeked through the light blue curtains, casting gentle patterns on the walls of his small, bright room. Clancy looked at his drawings on the wall—happy animals playing and birds flying high. But they only made him feel sadder.

The quiet morning made him feel lonely. He’d hoped that moving to a new home would help chase away the sadness, but it still lingered. He wished he could hide under the warm doonas all day and avoid the world outside.

Suddenly, the door opened.

“Good morning, Clancy! Time to get up and start our day!” Amanda, his mum, called softly. She peeked into the room, her curly dark hair bouncing as she moved. Her warm brown eyes looked at him with care, as if trying to see how he felt.

“Okay, Mum,” Clancy replied quietly, almost a whisper. He wasn’t ready to talk. Lost in thought, he felt a wave of guilty frustration rise inside him.

“Remember, we have fun things planned for today,” Amanda added, stepping into the room with the smell of fresh coffee. “We can read your favourite adventure stories and maybe do some drawing later.”

Clancy nodded but felt unsure. He had loved those stories; they once filled him with excitement. Now, they felt distant, like a dream he couldn’t grasp. The thought of drawing sparked a tiny hope, like a flickering candle in the dark.

“Why don’t you get dressed while I make breakfast?” Amanda suggested, smiling brightly, eager to lift his spirits.

With a sigh, Clancy turned from the window and shuffled to the closet. He chose his comfortable, oversized clothes, soft against his skin. He longed to crawl back under the covers and stay in his cosy cocoon, avoiding the big world outside.

When he finally made his way to the kitchen, the sounds of the toaster popping and dishes clanging filled the air like a cheerful song. The warm smell of buttery toast wrapped around him like a hug. Clancy sat at the table crowded with papers and art supplies.

“Good morning, sleepyhead! I hope you’re ready for today!” Amanda placed a plate of Vegemite toast in front of him.

Clancy managed a small smile, noticing how her light dimmed slightly when she saw his lack of enthusiasm. He pushed the toast around on his plate, wishing the familiar taste would cheer him up, but it only weighed him down.

“I thought we could visit the library today and find new books!” she continued, her excitement brightening the kitchen. “There are so many adventures waiting for us!”

Clancy looked outside at the quiet street and felt a small twinge of anxiety. Everything felt so still and lonely. The thought of being among strangers made his heart race.

“Can we just... stay home?” Clancy asked softly, feeling the heaviness in his heart. The words hung in the air, making the moment feel tense and uncertain.

“Of course, sweetie; we can take things slow,” Amanda replied gently, though Clancy sensed a hint of worry in her voice. Did she feel the weight of their situation too? Clancy’s heart ached with guilt. He didn’t want to add to her worries, but the shadow inside him wouldn’t go away.

After breakfast, Clancy sank into the comfy couch, hugging a cushion tightly. He felt like a leaf tossed in the wind, unsure of where he would land. He wanted to be as bright and lively as the drawings on his wall, but he felt stuck in a swirl of grey.

“Clancy,” Amanda called, breaking into his daydreams. “Do you want to start with maths or literacy?” Her warm eyes encouraged him to engage.

A frown crept back. Numbers and words felt heavy in his mind, but the thought of drawing brought him light. “Can we just draw?” he pleaded.

Amanda smiled, softening at his request. “How about this: you draw a picture, and then we’ll write a short story about it? That way we get to do both!”

Clancy’s face brightened. “Okay!” he replied. Learning at home with Mum was so much better than going to school. They moved to the table filled with coloured pencils and blank sheets of paper.

As their first colours touched the page, Clancy took a deep breath, fighting the heaviness inside him. Each stroke let him imagine a world beyond his
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