


  CHAPTER 1


  MACY’S MERRY MARCH THROUGH ROCKEFELLER CENTER


 
    “Bring it.”


  —From the Bring It On movie cheer squad in the 2018 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade




  Every holiday has its traditions, and though Thanksgiving Day settles in one month before Christmas, it becomes just as much a part of the December festivities as it is in November. Thanksgiving, too, is not just about an exuberant assortment of food, but being grateful for any of the few or numerous blessings that we each may have.


  In that sense, the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, particularly due to its introduction of Santa Claus at the end of the long line of decorative and entertaining floats, amid various other “celebrity” appearances and performances of all kinds, is the ideal way to officially ignite the holiday season. It’s all about experiencing and sharing the parade with others, whether there in person or on television.


  The musical TV extravaganza was ignited in 1924 by the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City, from where it has been televised since 1953. The parade began as a way to showcase Macy’s flagship store, which was expanded in 1924 to become the “world’s largest store” with one million square feet of retail space.


  From 1942 to 1944, the Macy’s parade went on hiatus due to WWII and the needed access to rubber and helium. In 2020, the pandemic forced the parade to downsize and be closed off to the public. But beyond those constrictive periods, the festivities were in full swing, with Macy’s famed march becoming a countrywide sensation by the late 1940s after being showcased in the beloved 1947 motion picture Miracle on 34th Street.


  Several legendary floats and balloons have been associated with the parade, including Macy’s star balloons, Snoopy, Garfield, and SpongeBob SquarePants. In recent years, the floats have often promoted upcoming feature films, as it did on Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2023, with the reimaged Willy Wonka movie. Performers that year included, among others, Bell Biv DeVoe, Chicago, Brandy, and Cher, the latter of whom had just released a chart-topping new Christmas album.


  NBC’s grandiose Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree prime-time specials, which began in 1931, today screen on platforms such as FuboTV, Peacock, and DIRECTV Stream.


  According to journalist Joyann Jeffrey and Today.com, “The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree has stood tall in the heart of New York City ever since the first one was hoisted into place in the 1930s.”


  For the last thirty years, the monumental scrub has been located by Rockefeller Center supervising gardener Erik Pauze, who began working for the facility in the summer of 1988. In an interview with RockefellerCenter.com, Pauze once explained what makes an optimum tree choice: “What I look for is a tree you would want in your living room, but on a grander scale. It’s got that nice, perfect shape all around. And most of all, it’s gotta look good for those kids who turn the corner at 30 Rock; it needs to instantly put a huge smile on their faces. It needs to evoke that feeling of happiness.”


  In 2023, Pauze located the ideal tree in Vestral, New York, enroute from scouting a different selection. As he explained: “I had driven to the other tree and took a slow road back, and saw this one. I went back this spring and decided to knock. . . . The McGinley family told me that not too long before I knocked on the door, someone told them, ‘That looks like a Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree.’”


  That individual was correct. The McGinley’s tree was placed and decorated in Rockefeller Center, and on November 29, 2023, the annual tree-lighting ceremony was held.


  However, as Jeffrey noted on Today.com, it was quite a different process in 1931. That’s when “workers at Rockefeller Center pooled their money together to buy a twenty-foot balsam fir, which they decorated with hand-made garlands made by their families.”


  Two years later, the first tree-lighting ceremony was held in Rockefeller Center, and a new tradition was born. According to Thrillist.com, the tree that year was a fifty-foot pine, decorated with seven hundred lights.


  During WWII, Rockefeller Center opted for a patriotic motif. In 1942, just three small trees were erected and garnished in red, white, and blue. Although due to blackout restrictions, the trees remained unilluminated, and they remained so until after the war.


  In 1999, Rockefeller Center erected a record-setting tree from Killing-worth, Connecticut, which towered one hundred feet. As Pauze explained, transporting such a tree was no simple task: “Moving the tree is an operation in and of itself that can take months to plan and execute—from wrapping each branch of the tree so it doesn’t bend or snap to compressing the width down so it’s fit for travel [to Rockefeller Center].”


  In 2001, following the September 11 terrorist attacks, Rockefeller Center also opted to decorate its tree in patriotic colors. Three years later, the tree glistened with a 550-pound Swarovski star made of 25,000 crystals and 1 million facets. In 2018, another Swarovski star was created, this time designed by legendary architect Daniel Libeskind and glimmering with 3 million Swarovski crystals and 70 triangular spikes, and it was backlit by LEDs.


  In 2023, Pauze stayed with an eighty-foot-tall Norway spruce from Vestal. “It’s so tall. . . and it has the perfect shape,” he said. “I knew when I saw it that it was going to work. I just had to trim the branches up to five or six feet. It’s a nice shaped tree, and it looks beautiful. When you stand in the street and look at it against the blue sky, it really looks awesome.”


  That tree was ornamented with more than fifty thousand multicolored LED lights, topped with a Swarovski crystal star, and illuminated on the evening of November 29 for the official Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree-lighting ceremony. The tradition was retained with glorious grandeur.





  CHAPTER 2


  THE EARLY DAYS OF TV WINTER


 
    Gracie Allen: “Well, you see, one Christmas my father caught a wild turkey and he fed him corn and chestnuts. But then we didn’t have the heart to kill him so we let him get away.”


  George Burns: “Oh, I see.”


  Gracie Allen: “But the turkey liked the food so well that he came back each year. And that way, we always had . . .”


  George Burns: “. . . A turkey for Christmas dinner?”


  Gracie Allen: “Yes.”


  —The Burns and Allen Show (1950)




  The ostentatious traditions of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree-lighting ceremony has been countered over the holiday years with the less flamboyant, but no less cherished or entertaining musical variety program. Entertainers such as Jack Benny, George Burns, his wife Gracie Allen, Milton Berle, Jackie Gleason, Bob Hope, and Red Skelton, among others, made their Christmas variety special mark on the small screen. Each served as building blocks in the early days of television, and subsequently, Christmas episodes or specials, with most, in some fashion, springboarding their careers from radio and vaudeville.


  As one example, Milton Berle’s Salute to Christmas aired on NBC, Tuesday, December 23, 1947, at 8:00 p.m. One year later, on the same night and at the same time, Berle, who at one point was crowned “Mr. Television,” saw the premiere of his weekly Philip Morris–sponsored show, which ended in April 1948.


  According to entertainment historian, author, and radio host Randy Skretvedt, George Burns and Gracie Allen were extremely popular favorites in vaudeville, radio, movies, and TV for thirty-five years. “In their vaudeville debut, Gracie was the straight woman and George had the punch lines, but that switched before their second performance.”


  After conquering vaudeville, Burns and Allen relocated to radio in 1932 and began making short films for Paramount. “By the late 1930s they were among the top stars in radio and feature films,” Skretvedt noted. “Moving to TV in October 1950, their half-hour CBS situation comedy was highly rated for eight seasons, ending only when Gracie retired for health reasons in September 1958.”


  Five of Burns and Allen’s 292 episodes were centered around Christmas, but one from the second season, December 20, 1951, is most memorable. As Skretvedt explained:


 
    Gracie’s friend Mamie Kelly—played by Sarah Selby in a character who shows up in four episodes—is visiting for Christmas, but unfortunately, she’s bringing her three rambunctious daughters, Jeri, Melinda, and Jill [played by eleven-year-old Jill Oppenheim, later better known as Jill St. John]. They run afoul of next-door neighbors Harry and Blanche Morton [Fred Clark and Bea Benaderet] by finding the handbag and shoes that Harry has stashed in the Burnses’ hall closet as Blanche’s hidden Christmas present. The kids also spoil George’s surprise visit as Santa Claus by immediately recognizing him. Gracie predictably confuses everyone at various points with her misinterpretations.




  The highlights of the show and most episodes are, as Skretvedt observed, “George’s periodic monologues, no doubt a necessity for scenery changes in this live, all-in-one-take performance. These made the public realize that he was more than Gracie’s straight man and paved the way for his successful solo career. Another highlight is the live commercial for Carnation condensed milk from announcer Harry Von Zell, who also proves to be a capable supporting comedian.”


  The Burnses’ best friends in real life were Jack Benny and his wife, Mary Livingstone, formerly Sadye Marks. Like Burns, Benny—born in Waukegan, Illinois, in 1894—had been a vaudeville favorite from the early 1920s until his switch to radio in 1932. After that, Skretvedt explained, Benny gradually developed a character who was “cheap, vain, with jokes about his toupee, and age sensitive at perpetually thirty-nine. This character should have been obnoxious, but he was beloved by audiences because Benny and his writers were always careful to make him the butt of the jokes, and also because Benny’s genuine charm and warmth came over the airwaves so vividly.”


  Benny’s TV series debuted on CBS on October 28, 1950—sixteen days after Burns and Allen’s show began. It ran for fifteen seasons through April 16, 1965, with the last one—and all of Benny’s subsequent specials until his demise in December 1974—on NBC. Christmas played a part in 5 of the 261 episodes, as well as on Benny’s radio show in the mid-1940s. The plot best remembered involved Benny’s gift-shopping for his announcer, Don Wilson. Benny’s assistant, Rochester, would, as Skretvedt said, “try to find something for his boss on the meager salary Jack paid him; Jack would run afoul of department store floorwalker Frank Nelson [‘Yeeeessssss???’]; and perpetually clueless boy singer Dennis Day would try to find a gift for his overbearing mother.”


  The episode’s thrust had Benny driving a sales clerk, played by Mel Blanc, from being meek and welcoming to near lunacy. “The gift Jack chose for Don was always seemingly benign,” Skretvedt said. “One year it was shoelaces, another year it was cuff links, on yet another it was a gopher trap. . . . Mel would lovingly wrap Jack’s gift, and repeatedly be defeated when Jack wanted him to unwrap the gift, change the present . . . or change the card Jack was including . . . and rewrap it. Each time Benny appeared, Mel was more forlorn and ultimately angrier until the final explosion.”


  However, the TV episode from December 15, 1957, is the ultimate Benny-Blanc Christmas encounter. “This time,” Skretvedt explained, “Jack wants to purchase a wallet for Wilson and is tempted to choose the least expensive one for $1.98. That is, until Rochester reminds him that Wilson has been his announcer for more than two decades. At which point, Benny splurges for the $40 wallet but makes sure to include a card, which reads: ‘Merry Christmas to Don, Oh, golly, oh, shucks; I hope that you like this, it cost forty bucks.’”


  After Blanc takes the time to wrap the gift “with all sorts of tinsel and ribbon,” Benny demands that he unwrap it so he can sign the card making sure Don knows it came from “Jack.” After another rewrapping, Benny decides that it’s “the spirit in which a gift is given, not the cost,” Skretvedt observed. “So, he wants to replace the $40 wallet with the one for $1.98. Mel is crushed by this news and leaves his counter. A gunshot rings out, and Jack, shocked, says ‘Gee, he was such a young fellow, too.’ However, Jack is careful to retrieve his $40 from Mel’s cash register before leaving.”


  As a sidenote, it was Mel Blanc who provided the voices of several animated cartoon characters, including Bugs Bunny, Porky Pig, Barney Rubble, and more. His on-camera performances were few, but equally masterful to vocal deliveries. As Skretvedt said, in the Benny episode, Blanc is “just as lethal to Benny as Tim Conway was to Harvey Korman” [on The Carol Burnett Show].


  Telly Davidson also hailed Benny, who, along with his contemporaries Jimmy Durante and George Burns, was “probably the most gifted and influential comedian of his generation. While other turn-of-the-century-born comedians from the World War I generation relied on snappy one-liners [Bob Hope was known as “Rapid Robert”], Benny pioneered the comedian-as-storyteller and was as good a re-actor as he was an actor.”


  The same could be said for Red Skelton, who brought his own brand of variety first to NBC and then CBS and even HBO. Skelton’s most famous production, which was selected for YouTube display by his estate, is most likely the 1968 show “narrated” by the entertainer’s dear friend, the legendary Illinois US senator Everett Dirksen (who died only nine months after in September of 1969).


  In 1981, Skelton unexpectedly returned to TV for a Christmas special on what Davidson called the “hip, hot, and happening HBO cable network.” At the time, HBO was emerging with its slate of R-rated feature films, heavyweight sporting events, and uncensored comedy shows hosted by Richard Pryor, Redd Foxx, David Letterman, and George Carlin, all of whom were “the antithesis of Red Skelton’s old vaudeville style and wholesome-family appeal,” Davidson said. “But what a treat for his old fans!”


  That HBO treat delivered Freddie the Freeloader’s Christmas Dinner (a.k.a. Red Skelton’s Christmas Dinner) with Vincent Price and early TV– comedy icon Imogene Coca, Tudi Wiggins (Mrs. Witherspoon), and Jack Duffy (as Santa). The exact premiere date was December 13, 1981, as part of the then relatively new cable network’s Standing Room Only series. Directed by John Trent and written by Skelton, who also composed songs with Ian Bernard, this program was one of Skelton’s final TV appearances and features one of his most famous characters.


  The story goes like this:


  Freddie prepares to scrape together money and enjoy a Christmas dinner with his equally poverty-stricken friend Professor Humperdoo (Price) at one of New York’s fancy restaurants. When a lost dog appears in his apartment, he is accused of thievery by his wealthy owner. After a meeting with the bag lady Molly (Coca), he visits a hospital and entertains some children for Christmas. Freddie busts the professor out of the drunk tank and the two eventually reach the restaurant—and treat themselves to a feast.


  The special includes drama, miming, and music, for which Skelton was noted. Songs sung by Skelton in this special include “Christmas Comes but Once a Year” and “I Believe.”


  Skelton’s HBO show was not viewed by even a fraction of those who watched his original weekly variety show and, as Davidson noted, “it could seem like a ‘lame,’ maudlin play for laughs and sympathy by a group of aging stars.” However, it was “genuinely funny, poignant, and featured some great pantomiming and surprisingly tasteful [in context] holiday music moments.” It was also one of Skelton’s last TV appearances, even though he lived fifteen more years.


  For Dan Wingate, Skelton in summary was “another beloved figure from the pioneer days of television, Red’s gentle humor and childlike expressions made him a natural fit—and his gift of pantomime often lent itself to memorable Christmas programs—many of which are presented on YouTube through his museum.”


  Meanwhile, Jackie Gleason was another classic TV icon who remained current with Christmas shows and specials on CBS through the decades, from the 1950s through the 1980s. Executive-produced by Jack Philbin, with music by Sammy Spear and his orchestra, announcer Johnny Olsen, and the June Taylor dancers, Gleason’s programming had several titles over the years, including The Jackie Gleason Show from 1952 to 1961 and 1966 to 1970 and Jackie Gleason and His American Scene Magazine from 1962 to 1966. The Honeymooners spin-off replaced the variety series from 1955 to 1956.


  One of Gleason’s earliest holiday specials was The Honeymooners episode “’Twas the Night Before Christmas.” In this adventure, which premiered December 24, 1955, Ralph sells his bowling ball to get a last-minute Christmas present for Alice. It was directed by Frank Satenstein and written by Gleason and Marvin Marx.


  Following “’Twas” was the segment “The Poor Soul in Christmas-Land,” which aired during The Jackie Gleason Show on Saturday, December 24, 1966, at 7:30 p.m.


  In this adventure, Christmas approaches, and the Poor Soul falls asleep on a busy city street. A Fairy Princess, with the touch of her wand, whisks him away to a fantasy land where he meets numerous storybook characters, such as Goldilocks and the Three Bears, the Shoemaker and the Elves, Little Bo Peep and her sheep, St. George and the Dragon, Alice in Wonderland, Rumpelstiltskin, the Old Woman in the Shoe, Old King Cole, and the Phantom Regiment.


  According to PaleyCenter.org, this special opens with a dance number by the June Taylor Dancers, as on-screen narrator Art Carney says the Poor Soul “dreams his way into a land of pantomimed fairy tales.” Highlights include: the Poor Soul has no one to spend Christmas Eve with until his fairy godmother appears and takes him to Christmas Land of Fairy Tales; the first storybook characters he meets are Goldilocks and the Three Bears, who involve the Poor Soul in their dance routine; the Poor Soul


  




  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


  First and foremost, my heartfelt gratitude to the lovely Marlo Thomas, who not only graciously composed the beautiful foreword to this book but also shared insightful memories of working on several of her Christmas TV specials chronicled within these pages.


  Thank you, as well, to all of those who took the time to share their memories, reflections, and insight for this book, including Peter Ackerman, Bob Barnett, Melissa Byers, Pilar Carrington, Tina Cole, Jim Colucci, Kami Cotler, Telly Davidson, Terry DiOrio, Elinor Donahue, Damon Evans, David Harper, John R. Holmes, Jerry Houser, Ken Gehrig, Craig Kausen, Randal Kleiser, David Laurell, Michael Learned, Lisa Lucas, Mary McDonough, Pat McFadden, Johnny Ray Miller, Judy Norton, Pierre Patrick, Les Perkins, Jim Pierson and MPI Video, Christopher Pufall, Robert S. Ray, Rene Reyes and Shane Rosamonda (both of Polly O. Entertainment), Eric Scott, Randy Skretvedt, David Van Deusen, Mark Villano, Jon Walmsley, Tanya Welk, Alexander Williams, and Dan Wingate.


  Sincerest appreciation to my terrific publisher, John Cerullo, the remarkable Barbara Claire and Chris Chappell, and all the good people at Applause Books.


  Thank you also to literary agent extraordinaire Lee Sobel, the Lee Sobel Agency, and my colleagues Greg Tanner, Esq. and genius author Nat Segaloff.


  For their assistance and support in a variety of ways, thank you to my dear sister Pamela R. Mastrosimone, my brother-in-law Sam Mastrosimone, my nephew Sammy Mastrosimone, my cousin Marie Burgos, my beautiful mother and father in Heaven (a.k.a. St. Frances of Turri and St. Pompeii), and my cousin Eva Easton Leaf (also in Heaven); to the countless loving-kind family members, friends, and colleagues (of this world and the next), and to the True God of Love in Heaven.


  As Christmas TV special icon Bob Hope would frequently relay over the airwaves, “Thanks for the memories.” And if I may add to that the following phrase, “from the bottom of my heart.”





  BIBLIOGRAPHY


  Books


  Archer, Sarah, Midcentury Christmas: Holiday Fads, Fancies, and Fun from 1945 to 1970, Countryman Press, 2016.


  Arnold, Jeremy, Christmas in the Movies: 30 Classics to Celebrate After the Season, Running Press, 2018.


  Cole, Stephen, That Book about That Girl: The Unofficial Companion, Renaissance Books, 1999.


  Dickens, Charles, A Christmas Carol and Other Christmas Classics, Fall River Press, 2012.


  Duralde, Alonzo, Have Yourself a Movie Little Christmas, Limelight Edition/Globe Pequot, 2010.


  Eisner, Joel; Krinsky, David, Television Comedy Series: An Episode Guide to 153 TV Sitcoms in Syndication, McFarland & Co., 1984.


  Graham, Jefferson, Frasier: The Official Companion Book to the Award-Winning Paramount Television Comedy, Pocket Books, 1996.


  Green, Joey, Hi, Bob! A Self-Help Guide to The Bob Newhart Show, St. Martin’s Press, 1996.


  Hill, Thomas (editor), Nick at Nite Classic TV Companion: The All Night, Every Nite Guide to Better Living Through Television, Fireside Books, 1996.


  Holmes, John R., “The Adventures of Ozzie Nelson,” McFarland & Co., 2021.


  Hyatt, Wesley, The Carol Burnett Show Companion: So Glad We Had This Time Together, BearManor Media, 2016.


  Manago, Jim, Love Is the Reason for It All: The Shirley Booth Story, BearManor Media, 2008.


  Miller, Johnny Ray, When We’re Singin’: The Partridge Family and Their Music, When We’re Singin’ LLC, 2020.


  Parish, John, The Unofficial Murder, She Wrote Casebook: The Definitive Unauthorized Companion to TV’s Most Popular Whodunit, Kensington Books, 1997.


  Pilato, Herbie J, The 12 Best Secrets of Christmas: A Treasure House of DecemberMemories Revealed, Archway Publishing, 2022.


  Ross, Marion, with Laurell, David, My Days Happy and Otherwise, Kensington Books, 2018.


  Tucker, David C., Shirley Booth: A Biography and Career Record, McFarland & Co., 2008.


  Wilson, Joanna Wilson, ’Tis the Season TV: The Encyclopedia of Christmas-Themed Episodes, Specials, and Made-For-TV-Movies, 1701 Press, 2010.


  Special-Interest Magazines


  Giovanelli, Janet (editor), Santa Claus: The Story Behind the Legend, A360 Media, 2023.


  Sullivan, Robert, LIFE: The Story of Santa, Dotdash Meredith Premium Publishing, 2023.


  Parade Magazine: A Happy Holiday Guide, November 14, 2021.


  Periodicals


  Airey, Jacob, “Movie Review Flashback: Borrowed Hearts (1997),” StudiojakeMedia.com, December 22, 2020.


  Bechaz, Kevin, “Review: The Gathering” (TV 1977), CinematicRandomness.com, December 20, 2017.


  Case, Mike, and Gohn, Sandi, “For 40 years, Bob Hope USO Christmas Shows Brightened the Holidays for Deployed Troops,” USO.org, December 23, 2021.


  Crossan, Ash, “Jon Favreau Wants to Do a ‘Star Wars Holiday Special’ For Disney+,” ETOnline.com, September 16, 2019.


  Curnyn, Sean, “Frank Sinatra’s 1957 Christmas Special (with Bing Crosby),” CinchReview.com, December 23, 2015.


  Daley, Katerina, “Frasier: Every Holiday Episode Ranked by IMDb,” ScreenRant.com, December 21, 2022.


  Fox, Courtney, “These Little House on the Prairie Christmas Episodes Showcase the Meaning of the Season,” WideOpenCountry.com, October 13, 2020.


  Genzlinger, Neil, “Bob Schiller, Writer on Beloved TV Comedies, Dies,” New York Times, October 12, 2017.


  Genzlinger Neil, “The Ghosts of TV Christmas Specials Past,” New York Times, December 3, 2015.


  Goldschmidt, Rick, “Catching Up with Aaron, The Little Drummer Boy; Teddy Eccles, ReMind Magazine, July 25, 2023.


  Harmonson, Todd, “Thanksgiving Viewing to Fill Up On,” Orange County Register, November 21, 2023.


  Jeffrey, Joyann, “The History of the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree Spans All the Way Back to 1931,” Today.com, November 17, 2023.


  Khalil, Ashraf, “Kennedy Center Honors Fetes New Inductees, Including Queen Latifah, Billy Crystal and Dionne Warwick,” Associated Press, December 4, 2023.


  Kile, Meredith B., “How Donny and Marie Osmond Unknowingly Spoiled ‘Star Wars’ in 1977 TV Special,” ETOnline.com, December 8, 2023.


  Lloyd, Robert, “Review: ‘Sullivan’s Crossing’ on CW is a Pleasant Import from the Makers of ‘Virgin River,’ Los Angeles Times, October 4, 2023.


  McCormick, Colin, “All The Simpsons Christmas Episodes, Ranked,” ScreenRant.com, December 24, 2022.


  Moorehead, Monica, “Betty White’s Anti-Racist Act—An Appreciation,” Workers.org, January 4, 2022.


  Moser, Zachary, “Why The Little Drummer Boy (1968) Was Taken Off TV,” ScreenRant.com, September 30, 2023.


  Norcross, Jonathon, “Arnold Schwarzenegger Directed This Forgotten Christmas Movie Remake,” Collider.com, July 9, 2023.


  Novak, Lauren, “Former Penthouse of Arthur Rankin Jr. of Rankin/Bass Productions, Up for Sale,” ReMind Magazine, September 27, 2023.


  Novak, Lauren, “The History of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade,” ReMind Magazine, November 17, 2023.


  O’Connor, John J., “TV Review; George Scott in A Christmas Carol,” New York Times, December 17, 1984.


  Pilato, Herbie J, “Julia Set the Standard—Julia and Diahann Carroll Changed Television and Racial Perceptions,” Emmys.com, June 30, 2021.


  Richmond, Ray, “Saint Maybe,” Variety.com, November 19, 1998.


  Scott, Walter, “Walter Scott Asks . . . Reba McEntire,” Parade Magazine, November 21, 2021.


  Stoller-Lindsey, Nina, “18 Things You Didn’t Know about the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree,” Thrillist.com, November 15, 2014.


  UPI Archives, “Drummer Boy Drummed Off Detroit TV,” December 13, 1991.


  VanHooker, Brian, “An Oral History of The Odd Couple’s Classic Scrooge Parady,” Cracked.com, December 23, 2022.


  Villarreal, Yvonne, “A Christmas Tree Contest and a Hunt to Uncover Mel’s Father: The Holidays Come to ‘Virgin River,’” Los Angeles Times, November 19, 2023.


  White, Brett, “The Bob Newhart Show’s Christmas Episodes Prepared Me for the Holidays Without My Family,” Decider.com, December 19, 2017.


  White, Brett, “The 25 Best Christmas Sitcom Episodes of All Time,” Decider.com, December 7, 2020.


  Zilko, Christian, “The Stoner Christmas ‘Frasier’ Episode Shows Why More Series Should Get Weird at the End,” IndieWire.com, October 23, 2023.


  Websites/Online Resources


  Collider.com


  Decider.com


  IMDb.com


  Intanibase.com


  PopCulture.com


  PopCultureReferences.com


  ScreenRant.com


  TVGuide.com


  Wikipedia.com





  ABOUT THE AUTHOR


  As a writer, producer, actor/performer, and TV personality, Herbie J Pilato embraces all things nostalgic, particularly those having to do with classic television programming.


  Pilato began his career in the 1980s as an NBC page at the network’s facility in Burbank, California. He aspired to be an actor, with early bit roles on daytime soaps General Hospital and The Bold and the Beautiful, as well as on such nighttime fare as Highway to Heaven and The Golden Girls. For a time, he was a stand-in dancer on TV’s music-variety series Solid Gold, and he acted and sang in clubs along the Sunset Strip.


  By the early 1990s, Pilato switched gears to writing, with the publication of his first book, The Bewitched Book, about the classic 1960s TV series. From there, he published other classic TV literary companions and began producing and appearing on classic TV documentaries for Bravo, A&E, TLC, and the Reelz Channel, among others. Pilato also began consulting on and appearing in a number of DVD and Blu-ray packages of classic TV shows for Sony and Warner Bros.


  In 2013, Pilato established the Classic TV Preservation Society (CTVPS), a formal 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that celebrates and advocates for the positive social effect of classic TV shows.


  In 2019, Pilato hosted, co-created, and co-executive-produced his own TV talk show, Then Again with Herbie J Pilato, which began streaming on Shout! TV and Amazon Prime.


  In early 2023, Pilato published Retro Active Television: An In-Depth Perspective of Classic TV’s Social Circuitry, which explores the positive impact of classic TV. That year, the Los Angeles Book Festival named Retro “Book of the Year,” and subsequently, Pilato, “Author of the Year.” With a foreword by actor Eric Scott of The Waltons, Retro Active Television has received additional high praise, including endorsements from Marc Wade of the Television Academy and Emmys.com.


  In his blurb on the back cover of Retro, Wade says the book “connects the dots between the medium’s origins and milestones, between the past and the present . . . and how we can utilize it productively for the future.”


  In December of 2022, Pilato published The 12 Best Secrets of Christmas: A Treasure House of December Memories Revealed, a holiday memoir of his youth in Rochester during the 1960s and 1970s. Featuring a foreword by TV-icon Dean Butler of Little House on the Prairie and an introduction by actor/voice-over-star Jerry Houser (The Summer of ’42), The 12 Best Secrets of Christmas universalizes the messages of kindness and unity for all cultures.


  In the fall of 2023, Pilato published two new books: Connery, Sean Connery: Before, During and After His Most Famous Role, a biography of the Oscar-winning star, and a “Special Commemorative Edition” of The Bionic Book: The Six Million Dollar Man and The Bionic Woman Reconstructed.


  The Connery biography features a foreword by actress Barbara Carrera, Connery’s co-star from Never Say Never Again, his final film bow as James Bond 007—and which this year celebrates its fortieth anniversary and the sixtieth anniversary of From Russia With Love, which was Connery’s favorite of his Bond films.


  The new edition of The Bionic Book was released in tandem with the recent fiftieth anniversary of The Six Million Dollar Man’s debut (and features exclusive commentary from Bionic stars Lee Majors and Lindsay Wagner).


  Additionally, Pilato recently saw the audiobook release of his Retro Active Television book, along with his celebrity biographies Mary: The Mary Tyler Moore Story, Twitch Upon a Star: The Bewitched Life and Career of Elizabeth Montgomery, and his Sean Connery biography.
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