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Preface
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Assume that an old dusty tome hidden in some far-flung library corner can change the trajectory of your existence?

This story begins not in a pyramid kingdom or palace, but in a modern Canadian town, where a curious boy named Kim Walker uncovers a mystery much greater than anything he read about in history books. With a mind full of questions and a backpack full of courage, Kim goes to the ancient highlands of Abyssinia—modern-day Ethiopia—on a quest for the mystical Ark of Moses.

Along the way, he befriends an unlikely companion in Barkot, a wonderful Ethiopian girl who shares his passion for history. With clues hidden in ancient texts, tales told by monks, and the advice of others who still guard sacred secrets, the two boys embark on a journey of magic, danger, and discovery.

This book is more than a story—it is a bridge of culture, an invitation to youth readers to widen their minds to the richness of the past, and a tribute to bravery, friendship, and the strength of history to bring us all together.

Kim and the Secret Ark of Moses: Legends of Abyssinia Awakened is a book born to fire the imagination, instill appreciation for heritage, and give hope to up-and-coming young travelers from every direction to believe in the power of curiosity. Ten or ninety, this book will take you on an unforgettable journey where holy truths whisper in the darkness, and the most treasured marvels are not necessarily golden.

Join me. The Ark awaits.

Eskinder Yimer Haylu (Dr.)
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The Legend of the Lost Ark of Moses in Ethiopia

[image: image]


Many years before, the Bible tells us, God gave Moses the Ten Commandments—ten sacred laws—to guide the Israelites. These stone tablets were placed in a very special golden box called the Ark of the Covenant. This was no ordinary box. It was reported to shine with heavenly light and to be so powerful that only the holiest people could come near it.

The Ark stayed with the Israelites for centuries. It was kept in a sacred tent, then in Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem, and then... it disappeared.

But numerous people believe that the Ark was not lost or destroyed forever. Instead, they say that it was taken far, far away—to a land called Abyssinia, the ancient name for modern-day Ethiopia.

In Ethiopian tradition, the Queen of Sheba visited King Solomon of Israel. She was so taken with his wisdom that in some versions she had a son by him—Prince Menelik I. Menelik visited his father years later in Jerusalem. When they left, he and his companions took the Ark with them to Ethiopia, where they felt it would be safer.

Ethiopians believe that the Ark was hidden and protected by generations of priests, kept in secret places like underground churches, mountain monasteries, or sacred islands. One of the most famous places said to hold the Ark is Axum, a city in northern Ethiopia, where a church called St. Mary of Zion is believed to protect the Ark to this day. But no one, except one specially chosen guardian monk, is allowed to see it.

True or false, the legend of the Ark continues to live on in Ethiopian tradition, song, books, and ceremony. And who knows? Maybe the Ark is indeed hidden away somewhere among the mountains and old stones of this mysterious land... waiting to be found.
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Chapter One: The Boy Who Asked Big Questions
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Kim Walker was different from the other kids in his fifth-grade class. While others spent their time playing video games or practicing skateboard stunts, Kim spent his free time reading about ancient civilizations and lost treasures. His bedroom in Ontario, Canada, looked more like a museum than a kid's bedroom—maps on the walls, bookcases stacked with books on archaeology, and a magnifying glass hanging around his neck "just in case."

Kim's favorite subject at school was ancient history. He loved the mystery of it all—how much the world had forgotten and how much remained to be discovered. But on one subdued Saturday afternoon, all that changed.

He was in the town library, searching through the back dusty section of the history books, when he found it. The book had no fancy jacket, no bold title. Just a cracked brown leather spine and faded gold lettering that read: The Ark of Moses: Lost or Hidden?

He opened it and read out loud the first sentence:

[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\21 Kim and the Secret Ark of Moses Legends of Abyssinia Awakened\Picture\01.png]Some say the Ark of the Covenant was swallowed up by the centuries. Others believe it still exists in the Abyssinian highlands of antiquity."
Kim's eyes grew wide. "Abyssinia? Where's that?

He turned the page and gasped. There it was—a map of Africa with a circle drawn around a place called Ethiopia. The caption underneath it said, 'Many believe the Ark was brought there by Menelik I, son of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba.'

His hands trembled with excitement. He read page upon page of priests, monks, and kings who had sworn to protect the holy artifact that had once held the Ten Commandments. The book spoke of secret monasteries, underground tunnels, and mountains where lights burned at night.

Kim slammed the book shut and stood so fast he knocked over his chair.

"I have to go," he whispered.

He had a strategy in place by the time he arrived home.

"Do you want to go to Ethiopia?" Uncle Edward's voice thundered through the speakerphone.

"Yes! You live in Addis Ababa, don't you? You could help me search. I obtained this book—it's outdated, but it states the Ark might still be there! In churches, underground maybe. This would be the discovery of the century!"

There was a pause. Followed by a low chuckle.

"Kim, you always did think big. Does your mom know about this?"

"She said I could come if you promise to keep an eye on me. It's summer vacation. I'll be good. I promise."

"Well then," Edward said, with a sigh of resignation, "pack your adventure boots. I'll meet you in Addis."

Kim fist-pumped the air and ran upstairs to pack. He threw his journal, a flashlight, a compass, and—of course—The Ark of Moses book into his bag.

He had no clue what he would find in Ethiopia, but he did know this:

The greatest adventure of his life had just begun.
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