
  
    [image: The Basketball Player’s Obsession]
  



  	
	    
	      Also by Emma Bray

	    

      
	    
          
	      A Billionaire for Christmas

          
        
          
	          His for Christmas

          
        
          
	          His Christmas Treat

          
        
          
	          His Christmas Prize

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Belonging to Him Trilogy

          
        
          
	          The Chains That Bind

          
        
          
	          Bound in Silk

          
        
          
	          Bound in Matrimony

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Curvy Girl Romance Shorts

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Mountain Man

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Mafia Daddy

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Best Friend

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Cowboy

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Cop

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Boss

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for Santa

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the New Year

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Biker

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Firefighter

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Stepbrother

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fauxmance Files

          
        
          
	          The #FakeBoyfriend Bet

          
        
          
	          The Ex-Girlfriend Agreement

          
        
          
	          The Love Clause

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Holiday Honeys

          
        
          
	          Unmasking the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Santa's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Holiday Honeys

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Obsessed

          
        
          
	          The Beast's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Billionaire's Bargain

          
        
          
	          His Forbidden Princess

          
        
          
	          The Mountain Man's Prize

          
        
          
	          Taken by the Outlaw

          
        
          
	          Her Father's Best Friend

          
        
          
	          His to Command

          
        
          
	          The Beast's Hidden Rose

          
        
          
	          The Mob Boss's Bride

          
        
          
	          The Beast's Captive Bride

          
        
          
	          The Firefighter's Claim

          
        
          
	          The Warrior King's Prize

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Possessive Billionaires

          
        
          
	          The Mobster's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The CEO's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Billionaire's Obsession

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Scottish Stalkers

          
        
          
	          The Scotsman's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Scotsman

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sinful Stepbrothers

          
        
          
	          Stepbrother Boss

          
        
          
	          Stepbrother Stalker

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Spicy Holiday Romances

          
        
          
	          Stalking in the Holidays

          
        
          
	          Stalking in the New Year

          
        
          
	          Stalker Santa

          
        
          
	          Kiss Me at Midnight

          
        
          
	          Rocky Christmas

          
        
          
	          Stuffed

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Spicy Vampire Romances

          
        
          
	          Stepbrother Mountain Man

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Stalker Sportsmen

          
        
          
	          The Basketball Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Baseball Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Football Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Hockey Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalker Sportsmen: The Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Stalking A–Z

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Accountant

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Bodyguard

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Doctor

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Executive

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Farmer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Gamer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Hockey Player

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Intern

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Jock

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the King

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Lawyer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Millionaire

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Navy SEAL

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Officer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Pilot

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Quartermaster

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Rancher

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Soldier

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Trucker

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Umpire

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Veteran

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Wrestler

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the X-Ray Tech

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Yacht Captain

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Zookeeper

          
        
          
	          Stalking A–Z: The Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Summer Love

          
        
          
	          Florida Sunshine

          
        
          
	          Georgia Peach

          
        
          
	          Tennessee Whiskey

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sweet and Spicy Insta-love

          
        
          
	          The Stalker's Obsession

          
        
          
	          A Beauty for the Beast

          
        
          
	          The Professor's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Claiming the Runaway

          
        
          
	          The Doctor's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Lights, Camera, Love

          
        
          
	          Road Rage

          
        
          
	          Secrets

          
        
          
	          V-Day Auction

          
        
          
	          Stalked on Spring Break

          
        
          
	          Stalking Sophie

          
        
          
	          Taken by the Felon

          
        
          
	          The Devil's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Her Billionaire Stalker

          
        
          
	          The Nerd's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Trump Card

          
        
          
	          The Chauffeur's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Preacher's Daughter

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Mafia Prince

          
        
          
	          The Firefighter's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Trainer's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalk Her Sweetly

          
        
          
	          The Girl Next Door

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Working Class Daddies

          
        
          
	          The Trucker's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Mechanic's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Plumber's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Carpenter's Obsession

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Sex and Candy

          
        
          
	          Fighting Ace

          
        
          
	          Holiday Ride

          
        
          
	          Hot Scottish Summer

          
        
          
	          Kiss Him, He's Irish

          
        
          
	          Paws Off

          
        
          
	          Soldier's Symphony

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Irishman

          
        
          
	          Summer Love

          
        
          
	          Too Hot to Handle

          
        
          
	          Untapped Melody

          
        
          
	          Controlled by the Virgo

          
        
          
	          Uptown Girl

          
        
          
	          Bringing Home Mr. Wrong

          
        
      

      
    
    


  
    
      THE BASKETBALL PLAYER’S OBSESSION

    

    
      
        EMMA BRAY

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2022 by Emma Bray

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Chapter 1

      

      
        Chapter 2

      

      
        Chapter 3

      

      
        Chapter 4

      

      
        Chapter 5

      

      
        Chapter 6

      

      
        Chapter 7

      

      
        Epilogue

      

      
        The Baseball Player’s Obsession

      

      
        Sex and Candy - Exclusive Freebie

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Jesse

      

      

      

      “Great Game today, Jesse, man.” One of my teammates high-fives me, and then we all hold our beers up and clink them together.

      I scored the winning goal, but I toast to the entire team because it was a team effort. I might have scored the last goal that tipped us over the edge, but no basketball game can be won without the effort of the entire team, and I'm not one to take all the credit.

      I tip my beer back to drink to a job well done.

      I nearly choke on the brew, pausing mid-guzzle when I spot the most beautiful angel I've ever seen in my entire life.

      She's tall for a girl, but nowhere near as tall as me. Of course, there aren't many people who are as tall as me at six foot six. That's why I play basketball. I’m just built for the sport and happen to be good at it.

      I’d put this beauty around five foot seven. She has long red hair that flows all the way down to an impossibly tiny waist. Her head is tossed back as she laughs at something a man to her left says, and I know it's irrational, but I'm instantly jealous of the guy who can elicit such a sound from her.

      I lower my beer, my eyes still pinned on the beautiful goddess in front of me.

      I hear the rest of the team still buzzing and clapping each other on the backs, but I'm over the game now. I plant my beer on the counter and start making my way through the bar over to the redheaded beauty.

      I don't know who the guy with her is, but at this point, I don't even give a fuck if it's her boyfriend. This girl is mine. I know it deep down inside me. If I have to pry her away from another man, I will. I’m willing to fight for her.

      “Hey, beautiful,” I say just as I come up behind her. I try not to be so obvious about it, but I can’t help inhaling the scent of her hair. Like fresh berries.

      She turns and raises an eyebrow at me coolly while the guy with her grins as he looks between us. My brow furrows in confusion. Do they have some sort of open relationship? Just what the hell's going on here? This isn’t exactly the reaction I was expecting from the man who has this beauty.

      “Do I know you?” she asks, knowing damn well she doesn't.

      I smirk and take a step closer to her. “No, but you should. I definitely want to rectify that.”

      The guy standing next to her chokes on his drink before he gives her a wink and says, “Well, I'll see you later, sis.”

      I instantly relax when I find out he’s her brother.

      “Nate!” she calls after him. “Where are you going?”

      He just holds a hand up in a backward wave to her.

      She huffs and then turns to me with crossed arms.

      I grin down at her, taking in her beautiful golden eyes. Fuck, everything about her is perfect, from her flawless complexion to her puffy pink lips.

      “What's your name, beautiful?”

      “You first,” she quips back, and I smile fully. She's a sassy one, and I'm loving everything about it. My cock twitches as I can’t help imagining what a little hellcat she’d be in bed.

      “Jesse Hamilton.”

      Her eyes don't widen in recognition, so I assume she doesn't follow sports. For some reason, I like that she's not one of those women who's going to throw herself at me just because of my fame or fortune. It’s obvious this girl has no clue who I am, and there's a certain freedom in that.

      “Now your turn I prompt her.”

      “Cindy,” she grudgingly admits.

      “Cindy what?” I prompt her for her last name.

      She just gives me that cool glance, and I laugh. “Okay, you want to make me work for it. I lean in close to her until my lips are right by her ear, her berry scent wrapping around me like a drug, “You should know that hard work and perseverance are my strongest traits.”

      Her lips twitch, and my smile widens. I decide then and there it's going to be my mission to make her laugh the way her brother did. “Let me buy you a drink, Cindy whoever.”

      She shakes her head and politely declines, “I was just leaving.”

      My chest tightens at the thought of her getting away. “Well then, let me walk you home.”

      She shakes her head again and steps away from me. “No need. I came in a cab.”

      “Well then, let's share a cab together.”

      She holds her hands up and tells me firmly, “Look, I'm just not interested, okay?”

      I'm so shocked by her outright refusal all I can do is stare after her as she walks away from me. I can't help but notice how that pretty blue dress clings to every curve of her body as if to torment me with visions of what she’s saying I can’t have.

      I've never been the kind of guy who doesn't take no for an answer, but something about Cindy pulls at me. I saw the twinkle of interest in her eyes before she banked it.

      Oh, she’s interested all right—whether she’ll admit it to herself or not.

      I can't just let her walk away without knowing more about her. There's something deep in my gut telling me she's the one—she's mine—and I've always listened to my gut.

      So, I do something I've never done before.

      I follow her.
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        Cindy

      

      

      
      “By the way, I'm going to murder you the next time I see you. Just so you know.”

      My brother's laugh grates on my nerves over the phone, but then he cuts himself off. “Wait, what are you doing calling me? Why aren't you with Jesse Hamilton?”

      My brow furrows. “You knew that guy?”

      Nate lets out another raucous round of laughter right in my ear. “Cindy, he's only the best basketball player on the court nowadays. If you ever turned on your TV, you would know that.”

      I sniff. “I don't care who he is. I'm not interested.”

      I can practically see Nate shaking his head through the phone. “Man, only my sister would have the audacity to turn down the most famous basketball player in the nation. Do you realize how many girls would kill to be in your position, Cindy?”

      I flip my hair over my shoulder as I put my brother on speakerphone and start getting undressed for bed. “All the more reason to not give him the time of day,” I point out sensibly.

      If he has hoes throwing themselves at him left and right, I certainly don't want to be mixed up in all that.

      Nate groans over the phone. “You’re impossible, Cindy. When are you going to put yourself out there and give someone a chance?”

      “Never,” I deadpan. “I'm perfectly happy with my life the way it is now.”

      Nate sighs on the other end of the line, and I brace myself for what I already know is coming.

      Sure enough, his voice becomes more serious as he starts in softly, “Cindy, everyone's not like our father, and you're not meant to be alone. You're so beautiful, and you're smart and funny and witty…”

      I cut him off, “Save me the TED Talk, Nate. I've heard it all before.”

      He lets out another long sigh, “It's just the way Jesse Hamilton was looking at you…I've never seen the guy show that much interest in any girl before.”

      I can't deny the flutter that takes flight in my belly at Nate's words. As much as I might try to deny it, Jesse is the hottest guy I've ever seen. I'm tall, but he even towered over me and made me feel tiny.

      And the way his dark hair fell over his forehead and the way those emerald-green eyes glittered down at me…

      My heart starts to pitter-patter away when I remember it.

      And god, those muscles…I could see them straining underneath his shirt, as if it was all the fabric could do to contain them.

      I shake my head as if to physically clear the memory from my mind. “It doesn't matter, Nate. I'm just not interested in dating right now.”

      “You've never been interested,” Nate points out stubbornly.

      He just won't let it go.

      “Cindy…” he tries again, and I finally snap at him.

      “Why don't you worry about your own non-existent love life instead of always meddling
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