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The room was a mess. Books were thrown all over the floor, the contents of the coffee table were scattered as well. 

A helluva fight had happened here. 

One that had ended in death.

There were blood stains here and there. Glass littered the carpet shining under the lights with crimson stains like some gruesome, red kaleidoscope.

A body laid on the floor as an officer took several pictures of her. 

The Coroner was examining her fingernails and scooping bits of matter from then, slipping them into a very small baggy. He wore latex gloves, like most of the officers here did.

Detective Denny Santana stood in the hallway taking it all in. She did this whenever she came on a new scene. Every detail needed to be looked at by stepping back. Then after a bit, she would step in closer. This was how she solved it, in the end. Take one defined step at a time. Let nothing escape your attention.

One of the uniformed officers came over to her. “We just found another body upstairs. This one was shot in the head.” He passed the man’s wallet to her, in a zip bag, of course.

Denny raised her eyebrow as she read the man’s ID. “Where was he found?”

The officer looked down at his notepad. “He was found in the hall, not too far away from the bathroom. Whoever shot him, took him by surprise. There is no sign of struggle and the blood pattern shows that he died instantly.”

Denny nodded, then turned to look at Mr. Alec Maleet. A well known scientist from what she’d gathered. She handed the bag back to the officer.

The paramedic was just putting the finishing touches of the bandages on his head. 

Denny studied Dr. Maleet. This case didn't make sense. Who would kill two people and leave the third one alive?”

The paramedic, Angel Martin finished packing up the bag she was carrying. She looked up at Denny. “Detective, this man needs a hospital. He’s got a bad concussion and should be checked out by a doctor. He took two hard blows to the back of the head and was unconscious for some time. He needs to see a MD Doctor.”

“Got it Angel.” Denny nodded and walked over to stand in front of Dr. Maleet. She wondered what the story was. Apparently, this man was the only one left alive that could tell her this story. “Dr. Maleet, in a few minutes we're going to send you to the hospital, but first we need to tell you that not only was you're wife murdered but the uniformed officers, on a routine search of your home, tell me that they found a second body upstairs. It is that of a male, thirty to forty years of age. He has black hair and he was shot to death. There was no sign of a struggle so whoever shot him, took him by surprise. Do you have any idea who this man might have been?”

The doctor just stared at her in stunned surprise. He rubbed a hand over his jaw wearily. “From your description, it could be a friend of mine, Tom Morgan. He often comes over and as I was due home shortly, it wouldn’t surprise me to find him here.”

Denny nodded. “Okay, that checks out. His wallet told us his name. We just needed confirmation from you who he was. We’ll let you get to the hospital now, but we would like you to come back down to the station when you get finished. We’ll need a statement from you about what happened here tonight. Is there anyone you would like us to call? We can have them meet you at the hospital. I really think it might help to have a family member or a friend with you right now.”

Alec nodded. “I have a sister, Connie. Please let me tell her about Angela. They weren’t that close but I want to be the one to tell her.”

Denny nodded. “We’ll just tell her to meet you at the hospital, and Dr. Maleet, we’ll leave a uniformed officer with you to escort you back to the station.”

Alec nodded, then regretted it. Reaching up to the bandage on his head, he groaned softly. 

Denny watched him for a moment then ordered one of the men to take him to the hospital.

After Alec left the house, one of the medical examiners found her. “Denny, we’re about finished here.”

Denny nodded. “What have you got, Arnie? Anything that isn’t cut and dry?”

Arnie snorted and nodded. “The guy upstairs died of a gunshot wound to the head. That’s obvious, but what isn’t so obvious is that the guy just had a shower here. We found traces of wet soap on his body and in the shower. We checked the bedroom and found that the bed has been in use sometime today. We took samples, just in case it’s the husband’s, but I doubt it. The samples are pretty fresh and the husband said he just got home.”

Denny frowned. “Are you sure?”

Arnie nodded sadly. “Unfortunately. Now the woman is another story. She put up one hell of a fight. We have matter under her fingernails. 1 didn’t notice any scratches on the husband, but I wasn’t really looking that close. Whoever hit her swings a mean right. Normally, hit that hard, the perp would have stunned his victim, and that’s probably what happened here. She died of strangulation, but like I said, she put up one hell of a fight. We’ll know more after the autopsies.”

“You will let me know on the bedroom samples too? Denny asked. ‘I’ll need to know the whole ugly story.”

Arnie nodded. “I should have at least the preliminary report by morning. That should tell us what we need to know.”

Denny nodded and turned to do the job she liked the least. Reaching for her cell, she called the number Dr. Maleet had given her earlier. 

Her call was answered by a sleepy sounding young man. Denny asked for Connie and when she answered, she told her that there had been some trouble and that she should meet Denny at the hospital.

She could hear the panic in her voice as she asked which hospital. When she hung up the phone, she couldn’t help but wonder where this case would lead her and what she would find out about the survivor. What secrets did the Maleets have, and how would they affect this case?

Denny was tired. Maybe she’d seen one too many deaths in this town, or maybe she’d investigated one too many. One thing was true though, she was tired of seeing the devastation that one human being could do to another. Denny knew she should be heading over to the hospital to check on Dr. Maleet, but she wanted to check the house one more time, just to see if there was anything she or her men had missed.

As she walked from room to room one last time, Denny’s eagle eyes spotted something shiny under the coffee table in the living room. A coin, the size of a one cent piece but it wasn’t an American coin. It was gold and foreign. Denny looked around but didn’t see any coin books around. Taking out a small plastic bag, she slipped the coin inside and sealed the bag. Then she walked into the den and looked around. The shelves were full of books on mathematics and computer stuff, but she couldn’t find any sign of a coin book. She wondered where this fit into the puzzle.

Heading to the front door, she had one last good look at the crime scene. From where she stood, she could see the outline of where they had found Angela Maleet. Alec Maleet’s blood smeared the wall adjacent to the door. That was consistent with the story he gave about being hit from behind as he walked in the front door. Denny’s hand went to the coin in her pocket. Like the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle not quite finished, this case wasn’t over yet. Not by a long shot.

An hour later, Denny entered the hospital waiting room and saw a woman, who looked a lot like Alec Maleet, sitting there with a young kid, who couldn’t have been more than seventeen.

“Connie?” she called out softly.

The woman jumped then stood. The young boy stood as well. They both looked like they were going to face a firing squad.

Denny showed them her badge. “I’m Detective Denny Santana. I’m in charge of the Homicide Department. Has the doctor been in here yet?”

Connie nodded. “He said something about Alec having a concussion. They took him to X-ray for a CT scan and then they’ll let us know what his condition is. What happened?”

Denny nodded. “The paramedic said he had a concussion, I guess we’ll just have to wait for the rest. I’m sorry, but your brother wanted to be the one to tell you the rest.”

Connie wrung her hands in worry. “Is he under arrest for something?”

Denny shook her head. “Not at this time, he isn’t. I will tell you that there was a break-in at his home tonight.”

Connie looked like she might faint. “Was Angela home?”

“That’s all I’m at liberty to say at the moment,” Denny replied. “Your brother wanted to be the one to tell you anything else.”

Just then, the door opened again and a small man in a white coat walked in with a report in hand. He looked over at the three of them and momentarily paused. 

Connie nodded and introduced Denny to the doctor in charge of her brother’s case.

Doctor Tim Rankin shook hands with Denny and proceeded to give the three of them his report, “Alec received two blows to the back of his head with a blunt object. That caused the concussion. Now any concussion can be bad but this one isn’t too bad in the scales but it’s bad enough. We didn’t find any sign of a fracture, but there is some faint swelling so we want to keep him at least overnight for observation. If everything goes okay, we’ll release him in the morning. I want him to get some rest tonight. Detective, if your questions can wait until morning, I would recommend that they wait.”

Connie shook slightly, then sat down in her chair. Looking up at the doctor she asked, “Will he be all right?”

Dr. Rankin nodded. “Other than having a hell of a headache, provided nothing else happens to his head tonight, he should be. The swelling is minimal and when there’s that much trauma, he’s a lucky man. I do have to go, if there aren’t any more questions.”

Denny turned to watch the others’ reactions. 

Connie looked relieved.

The young man with her touched his mother’s shoulder in reassurance. “Mom, Uncle Alec is going to be alright, you’ll see. It’s probably a good thing he’s got a hard head like mine, huh.”

Connie grinned and looked lovingly at her son. “Thank you. I’ll be okay.” Then she looked at Denny and had to ask again. “What happened? Who hit Alec from behind?”

Denny thought for a moment then decided to see what she could find out. “The person responsible for your brother’s beating broke into his home sometime earlier today. From the time your brother left his office and we got the call, about an hour passed. We got to the house to find your brother and his wife in the living room. Your sister-in-law was dead and your brother was hurt. We found another body upstairs. Your brother tentatively identified him as Tom Morgan. That is all I know.” She paused then added, “Your brother wanted to be the one to tell you about his wife. He said something about the fact that while the two of you didn’t get along, he still wanted to be the one to tell you. I’m sorry, but I couldn’t let you worry about that all night.”

Connie looked pale and her hands shook badly. “Thank you for that.”

Denny nodded at her. “I’m posting a uniformed officer at your brother’s door. We don’t know why he and his wife were attacked, and I’d rather not take the chance that whoever did this will come back to finish the job. I’ll be by first thing in the morning to talk to your brother.”

“I understand. Detective, if something should happen in the night, will the uniformed officer be able to contact you?” Connie asked.

Denny smiled. “He’d better, if he wants to keep his job.” She turned and left the room. It had been hard the first year she had been promoted to head the Homicide Unit. Men did not take well to answering to a woman boss. Now, however, she had proven herself. Fair, keen on details and she never slacked. They’d all expected her to cry if she broke a damn nail. Never happened. In fact, she had proven she could take a bullet and not cry at all. 

She got to the hall just as they were bringing Alec Maleet back from X-ray. Denny stopped the gurney and looked at the man on it. 

His head was bandaged and his eyes were closed.

Denny felt sorry for the man, at the moment. That had to be one a hell of a thing to come home to, getting clobbered on the head, wake up a little later to find your wife and best friend murdered, and besides all that, Alec was left with one hell of a headache, according to the doctor. Some luck.

Denny felt glad she was a cop. At least she expected the violence. She nodded to the attendant and the gurney continued down the hall to the room assigned to Alec.

Denny took the uniformed officer that had accompanied Alec here aside and posted him on guard at the room door until she could get replacements sent down. Then she took her little pad out of her jacket pocket and tapped in some notes.

She needed more facts on the family than she had right now, and she needed them quick. She took out her cell and made a call to the precinct. She needed to check out any priors Alec Mallet, Angela Maleet, and...or Thomas Morgan might have.

Something bothered Denny though. Well, more than one thing. But this was why she did this job. The puzzle. Pieces gathered, put it all together, and solve it. Granted, the pieces were people and places, along with violent acts and hidden secrets, but put them together she would.
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Chapter Two
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About five a.m. Blue was awakened by a phone call. That in itself was unusual because he didn’t recognize the number and everyone he knew was here at the clubhouse already. He answered the call with a growl and was surprised to hear the guy on the other end. Alec Maleet.

“I’m sorry to call you this early but I don’t have a lot of time. I need to go dark for a while and I’m going to need some help. You up for that?”

“Hell yeah,” Blue assured him. “What do you need me to do?”

“I need you to meet me right away and bring a truck not your bike. I have a headache from hell and I need to get to my secret lab. Can you do that for me?”

“Sure Doc, where do I meet you?” Blue got up, grabbed his jeans off the floor, and pulled them on. When Alec told him where to meet him, Blue was walking out the door into the hall on his way to the front door. “It’s gonna be about twenty minutes before I get there, just so you know.”

“Just hurry.” Alec growled as he ended the call.

Only Keno was up at this time of day and Blue paused long enough to tell him where he was going. 

Keno listened then frowned, “Are you sure this guy is legit? Slade isn’t going to like you going out on your own, you know.”

Blue nodded. “Yeah, I know but Doc is trying to find out why kids are committing violent acts and I know the prez wouldn’t mind that. I’ll call in when I find something out.”

“You better.” Keno nodded. 

Blue got onto his truck and took off. He thought back to the day when he had made initial contact with the scientist a few weeks ago when the news that Alec’s nephew, Camden had been arrested for bringing a gun to school then the kid had claimed he didn’t understand why he even did it.

Blue told Alec there were other cases of the same thing happening all over the nation. He himself had lost a young prospect to one of these acts of violence. When it happened, it had shocked the whole club. That was when Blue started to look into it. 

Twenty minutes later, he slowed the truck in the alley between a smoke shop and a bakery on I street. 

Alec hurried over to the truck and opened the door. “Hey Blue.” 

Blue stared at him, noting the bandage on his head. He knew though that Alec would tell him what was up eventually. “Hey Doc, climb in.”

He drove a few minutes then Alec told him, “I need to get to my lab, so swing by my house.”

Blue nodded as he pointed at his GPS system on the dash. “Just type in the address and it will call out instructions. 
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