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				Introduction

			

		


			
				Jaguars have fascinated American civilisations for thousands of years. Their beautiful spotted coats and physical prowess make them one of the world’s most inspiring big cats.

				In this book, you’ll learn more about the daily lives of jaguars, what makes them so unique, and the problems they face. At the end, test your knowledge in our jaguar quiz.

				Are you ready? Let’s go!
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				The range of jaguars, now (dark blue) and in the past (light blue). 

				Credit: IUCN
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				The scientific name for the jaguar is Panthera onca.

				• • •

				Jaguars are part of the Panthera genus, which is part of the bigger Felidae family. There are five species in the Panthera genus, also known as the “Big Cats”: lion (Panthera leo), leopard (Panthera pardus), Jaguar (Panthera onca), snow leopard (Panthera uncia), and tiger (Panthera tigris).

			

		


			
				Jaguars: The Basics 

				What are jaguars and where do they live? 
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				Today, there are no subspecies of the jaguar. However, before 2017 scientists believed there were nine subspecies.

				• • •

				Although there are no subspecies of jaguars anymore, biologists divide them up into four regional groups: Mexico and Guatemala; north of the Amazon; south of the Amazon; and southern Central America.

				Jaguars differ slightly in size and appearance in each of these groups—with those living further north generally smaller than those in the south.

			

		


			
				A jaguar in Brazil >
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				Nobody knows the exact number of jaguars living in the wild, but the WWF estimates that there are around 173,000.

				• • •

				Jaguars live across much of the Americas, from the southwestern United States down to northern Argentina. Some of the countries they live in include Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Brazil, Paraguay and Venezuela. They are believed to be extinct in El Salvador and Uruguay.

				• • •

				Sadly, the jaguar only lives in around 55 per cent of its historic range.
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