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        Bartholomew Bear would not cut his hair.

        It grew and it grew and he just didn’t care.

        His hair got so long that he couldn’t see through it.

        He needed a trim but he just wouldn’t do it.
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        It grew over his shoulders and down to his knees

        till he looked like a bear with some hairy disease.
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        Wherever he went all the children would stare.

        “Is that a troll, or is it a bear?”
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        His family was worried and rightfully so,

        but what could they do? They just didn’t know.
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        One day when he thought there was no body home

        and Bear felt quite certain that he was alone,

        he went to the kitchen to sneak a sweet snack

        before the rest of his family came back.
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        He opened the cupboard and got out the honey

        and he ate and ate till his tummy felt funny.
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        Then he turned up the jar to shake some more out

        and a big golden glob came out of the spout.
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        The sticky sweet blob landed splat on his face.

        Yes, Bear had got honey all over the place.

        His whole face was covered in syrupy goo.

        It was all through his hair and it stuck just like glue.
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        Oh no, thought Bear. This is a disaster,

        this was not the outcome that I was after.

        Yes, Bear’s sticky problem was very complex.

        So he thought long and hard about what to do next.
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