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INTRODUCTION

According to cycling legend Henri Desgrange, ‘variable gears are only for people over forty-five.’ As a French track cyclist, Henri may have been caught up in his own hype, but whether he was right or wrong, he set the tone for fixed-wheel and single-speed riders: he twinned the solo gear with a bad-ass attitude (and a bad-ass moustache).

Today, fixie and single-speed riders still rock that attitude (and some rock badass moustaches), though it doesn’t necessarily come from being hard-core. Instead, they bring the creativity – they customise their rides with deep-drop track bars and high-end racing saddles, as well as leopard-print top-tube pads and playing-card spoke decorations; they tear up the streets pulling keo spins and wheelies, take over parking lots with bike polo games and speed through the city with gusto.

Far from being restrictive, the single gear has opened up a world with endless possibilities for a rider to be part of a culture, a movement, a style. This book celebrates that style, and echoes Desgrange when he said, ‘Give me a fixed gear.’
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Freedom lies in being bold.

Robert Frost
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Think of bicycles as rideable art that can just about save the world.

Grant Peterson
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Colours speak all languages.

Joseph Addison
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What I dream of is an art of balance.

Henri Matisse
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THE

BICYCLE

IS A CURIOUS

INVENTION.

ITS PASSENGER

IS ITS ENGINE.

JOHN HOWARD
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Nothing compares to the simple pleasure of a bike ride.

John F. Kennedy
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Fashion changes, but style endures.

Coco Chanel
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WHEN YOUR

DREAMS TIRE

THEY GO

UNDERGROUND

LIBBY HOUSTON
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YOUR BIKE

IS DISCOVERY;

YOUR BIKE IS

FREEDOM

DOUG DONALDSON
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Dare to be different.

Anonymous
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I paint objects as I think them, not as I see them.

Pablo Picasso
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Power and speed be hands and feet.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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THE DETAILS

ARE NOT THE DETAILS.

THEY MAKE

THE DESIGN

CHARLES EAMES




[image: ]




[image: ]

Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.

Leonardo da Vinci
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Every time I see an adult on a bicycle, I no longer despair for the human race.

H. G. Wells
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THE HEAD

LEARNS NEW THINGS

BUT THE HEART

FOREVER PRACTISES

OLD EXPERIENCES

HENRY WARD BEECHER
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Creativity is the greatest expression of liberty.

Bryant H. McGill
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To possess a bicycle is to be able first to look at it, then to touch it.

Jean-Paul Sartre
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Put the fun between your legs.

Anonymous
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THE BICYCLE

IS THE NOBLEST

INVENTION OF

MANKIND

WILLIAM SAROYAN
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The finest form of transport known to man.

Adam Hart-Davis
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Bicycles are almost as good as guitars for meeting girls.

Bob Weir
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The bicycle can be used in so many ways, and approaches perfection in each use.

Bill Strickland




[image: ]

Attitude is everything.

Diane von Furstenberg
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I have too many bikes. Said no cyclist ever.

Anonymous
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IF IN

DOUBT

PEDAL

IT OUT

ANONYMOUS
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The bicycle has a soul… it will give you emotions that you will never forget.

Mario Cipollini
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The bicycle is the most civilised conveyance known to man.

Iris Murdoch
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LIFE

IS A

BEAUTIFUL

RIDE

ANONYMOUS




[image: ]

Ride as much or as little, or as long or as short as you feel. But ride.

Eddy Merckx
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The city needs a car like a fish needs a bicycle.

Dean Kamen




[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]

Cycle tracks will abound in Utopia.

H. G. Wells
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STYLE

IS KNOWING WHO

YOU ARE, WHAT YOU WANT TO SAY

AND NOT GIVING A

DAMN

GORE VIDAL
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The difference between something good and something great is attention to detail.

Charles R. Swindoll




[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]

Truly elegant design incorporates top-notch functionality into a simple, uncluttered form.

David Lewis
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FOLLOW

YOUR OWN

PATH

ANONYMOUS
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CYCLING

IS JUST LIKE A CHURCH:

MANY ATTEND, BUT FEW

UNDERSTAND

JIM BURLANT
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