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Months had passed since Ellis and Katie had gone to that first movie, and they were spending more and more time together. 

Ellis had not yet told Katie of the feelings she was having for her, but it was becoming increasingly difficult to keep it hidden from Katie as well as all of their friends. She made it a point to try not to look Katie in the eye unless they were alone, for fear someone else would see her feelings.

Ellis was going by the high school one afternoon and pulled into the parking lot behind the school bus. It was returning from the vocational school where some of the kids went for trade skill classes. She knew that Katie was on the bus, so she waited for her to come down its steps. She waved at Katie as she exited the bus, but was surprised when Katie did not return her wave and walked in the other direction.

One of Katie's friends, Lisa, walked over to the car smiling. "Hey, Ellis. How are you?"

"Hey, girl. I'm good. How 'bout you? What's up with Katie, she sick or something?"

Dropping her head, Lisa looked toward the school, watching Katie go inside. She turned back to Ellis, saying, "Some of the guys were teasing her about how much time y'all are spending together. She had just got finished telling one of the guys off when you pulled up behind the bus. Just bad timing, I guess."

Ellis' breath caught in her throat at the news that people were noticing or even cared how much time they were spending together. She scratched her head, looking up at Lisa, "Yeah, bad timing, I guess. Well, I've got to get to work anyway, so guess I'll see you later, girl. Have a good one."

As she pulled out of the parking lot her heart was pounding so hard she couldn't hear the radio over it.

Arriving at work thirty minutes early, she sat in the parking lot telling herself to calm down; the guys were just being stupid guys picking on whomever they could, and Katie just happened to be the victim today. What if they kept picking on Katie? What if someone else had noticed how much time they were spending together? Would Katie stop wanting to hang out with her? Maybe that would be the best thing that could happen; just put a stop to spending so much time together.

That night at work her head was pounding with so many thoughts running through her mind about Katie and what might happen between them. Eight thirty came and went without Katie's usual phone call to see how work was going, and now she was really panicked about everything.

Ellis clocked out and told Wally good night as she walked out of the grocery store. Her head was still hurting and she just wanted to go home and put an ice pack on it in hopes of some kind of relief.

As she walked around the corner of the store towards her car, her heart started pounding again at the sight of Katie sitting in the car next to hers. She was so happy to see her, but was it a good thing or a bad thing? What if Katie had come to tell her she didn't want to be friends anymore? What if she came to tell her that she had the same feelings? Oh God, what if . . . Ellis cleared her throat, thinking: For God's sake, Ellis, get it together before she thinks you've lost your mind.

Ellis smiled at Katie. "Hey, girl. I was getting worried about you, everything okay?" She held her breath, almost afraid to hear the answer.

Katie hesitated, clearing her throat. "Can we go for a drive and talk for a few minutes?"

"Sure. Do you want to go in my car instead of your mom's?"

"Yeah, we better do that. She'll get mad if I use her gas up, and I don't have money with me for any more."

Ellis unlocked her car and got in but Katie was still sitting in her mom's car looking unsure about what she should do. Ellis rolled down her window to check on her. "Katie, are you okay? Did you change your mind about taking a drive?"

"I'm okay, just thinking," Katie said as she got out and locked the door to her mom's car.

Ellis drove through town waiting anxiously for Katie to start talking, but Katie sat silent, starring out the window. Ellis finally pulled into the parking lot beside the drug store, parking in a dark area of the lot. She turned the car off and turned to look at Katie, who looked like she was about to cry.

Ellis reached for Katie's hand immediately, thinking that it was probably a bad idea, but it was too late; she was already holding it. "What's wrong? You look like you are about to cry. You're scaring me, please talk to me."

Katie took a deep breath, looking tired. "I'm sorry I didn't talk to you at school today, it was just a bad time."

"Lisa told me some of the guys were picking on you about spending so much time with me. I'm sorry I drove up at the worst possible time." Ellis said, squeezing her hand as she apologized.

Katie smiled at her, turning in the seat to look at her. "You don't need to apologize to me. I don't care what they think about how much time we spend together. I was just worried that you wouldn't want to be my friend anymore if people started talking about us seeing each other so much."

Ellis looked into Katie's green eyes realizing, that she was still holding her hand, but she didn't want to let it go yet. Truth be known, she wanted to pull Katie to her in a big hug, but she refrained from the hug; she squeezed Katie's hand, saying, "I was afraid you wouldn't want to be friends anymore after you were upset at school. I don't want you to have to deal with those guys because of me. Are you sure you want to keep hanging out with me?"

Katie pulled Ellis into an embrace, saying, "Yes, I still want to hang out with you . . . no matter what they say. I don't think I could stand not getting to see you. I know that probably sounds weird or something, but I feel like I would not be happy if I didn't see you everyday."

Hugging Katie back, Ellis said, "It doesn't sound weird to me, since I feel the same way. I look forward to seeing you and talking to you on the phone everyday. I was so afraid you would say you didn't want to see me again."

She didn't want to let go of Katie, but figured she should. As she started to pull away she wanted to kiss Katie so badly, but was surprised to see tears streaming down Katie's face. She wiped away a tear with her thumb, cradling Katie's cheek in her hand, saying, "Don't worry, we'll be friends forever as far as I'm concerned. Please don't cry anymore, it breaks my heart to see you cry."

Katie smiled, holding Ellis' hand against her cheek, "I'm okay, just so happy you are okay with everything."

"Why don't we go somewhere Saturday? Maybe out of town for a drive or something. We'll just get away from here and all these nosey people for a little while, and you can come spend the night at my house."

Katie's eyes lit up. "Are you sure your folks won't mind me staying over? I don't want to cause you to get in trouble or anything."

"It'll be fine for you to stay over, I'm sure my mom won't mind," Ellis said as she started the car. "Are you okay to go back to your car now?"

Katie turned back around in her seat as a car drove through the parking lot, saying, "Yes, I'm okay now. We better get back."

As Katie got out of the car Ellis squeezed her hand, asking one more time, "Are you sure you're okay? I don't want you driving home if you're still upset. I don't care what anyone thinks, I'll drive you home if I need to."

"I'm fine now that I know we can keep being friends; everything else will work out. Thank you," Katie said.

Ellis waited while Katie got in her car, and followed her home to be sure she made it safely. Katie smiled that big smile that warmed Ellis all over as she waved and ran in the house.
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That night the dreams were different, more intimate and loving. There was no more teasing, just pure pleasure in the closeness, and every touch seemed more real than ever before.

She touched Katie slowly and softly, wanting to feel and taste every inch of her no matter how long it took.

Katie ran her hands through Ellis' hair and down to her breasts as she moaned under Ellis' mouth, spending what seemed like hours on each breast. She dug her nails into Ellis' back as she warmed under the touch of her tongue trailing down her stomach, stopping at her belly button, running her tongue around it and in it.

Katie sat up, pulling Ellis up for a kiss and pushing her down onto her back as she kissed her breasts, sucking on her nipples. She kissed up Ellis' neck, sucked and licked on her ear, and made a trail to her mouth to give her a long soft kiss. Their tongues danced around each other, exploring each other's mouths, never wanting to stop.

Ellis rolled on top, putting her thigh between Katie's legs, rubbing against her, feeling the wetness spreading on her thigh. She moved slowly, tenderly rubbing against her as she sucked on a nipple, rolling her tongue around it.

Katie smiled, watching her move with such tenderness, pulling her in, kissing her; she whispered, "Ellis, I love you."

Ellis woke, sitting straight up in bed; her heart was pounding and her mind spun with Katie's words echoing
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