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INTRODUCTION
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I HOPE YOU ENJOY BROWSING this copy of Be a Successful Writer – in a nutshell. 100+ Writing Tips, which are practiced by myself whenever I sit down to write. Which is every day!

To date I have around 40 books traditionally published, somewhere around 2,000 articles published in a wide variety of online and print magazines – I stopped counting a few years ago! Plus, short stories published, some awards won and various other literary achievements. Also 13 years as a feature writer on a daily regional newspaper all adds up to a mountain of experience that I want to share with other writers.

As writers we never stop learning. Discovering a little gem of advice that you hadn’t thought of before is like gold dust.

This isn’t a case of ‘do what I say, not what I do.’ This is a case of getting these tips to become second nature. Do that and you’ll be heading for writing success. 

I can’t claim credit for thinking up every single one of these tips. Lots have been learned from other writers and editors, as well as from books, magazines, seminars, conferences, and my years as a feature writer. But I’ve put them into practice and discovered they make good sense.

So, wishing you every success in your writing ambitions. 

Happy browsing – and happy writing!

Ann Evans
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​BACK TO BASICS
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WHILE THE WORLD REALLY is your oyster regarding what you want to write, there are some fundamental basic ‘rules’ to writing that always apply. Disregard these basics and you’ll be forever re-writing and forever being rejected.

Writing is a craft that you can learn, so strive to get that solid foundation behind you so that you can build upon it. My advice is to start small and work upwards, learning as you go. I don’t advocate using old cliches, but here’s one that really does apply: Don't run before you can walk.

Top Tips

	Become a good writer by writing regularly. Practice makes perfect.







	Don’t rush through your story desperate to reach the end. Take your time and write every scene with detail and care.







	Don't write in stone. Be aware that your first draft is just that. Your work will improve with editing and polishing.


	Be correct with your facts. Double check everything. If you submit work to an editor containing incorrect information, he will not look favourably on anything else you submit.







	Avoid common clichés – where a phrase jumps too easily to mind because it’s used so often in speech







	Use adverbs sparingly, particularly when attached to speech tags. 







	Make every word count. Don't waffle and don't pad out unnecessarily. Look at your sentence structure. Could it be written more succinctly. 







	Check spellings. Ensure punctuation is correct - especially around dialogue. 







	Avoid exclamation marks unless they are in dialogue.







	Watch for repetitions of individual words and phrases.







	Don’t become so self-critical that you can’t move forward.







	Present your work as perfectly as you can: Writing for publication is a professional business, so be professional with your approach and your presentation.

	Unless otherwise stated your manuscript should be typed, double spaced with good margins all around and pages numbered.







	If your manuscript is being printed out it should be on A4 paper, on one side only. If it’s going by email, then save as a Word .doc or .docx. Check publisher’s submission guidelines however for their details.







	Include a cover page, giving the title, word count, your name, address and contact details.







	Never be satisfied with your first draft, polish until it shines!







	Read your work aloud. Listen out for awkward phrasing.
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​THAT LIGHTBULB MOMENT!
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IT HELPS TO KNOW WHAT you’re writing. Of course, that isn’t always the case and very often you have to free write to get those creative cogs working before something worthwhile appears on the page (or PC screen). For some people, coming up with ideas is the easy bit. They jump out at you when you’re busy with other things. Other people really struggle finding ideas and have to work hard to come up with something. 

Whether you’re an ideas person or not, the main thing is that when as idea for a story, or a thread within a story, or some conflict, or a character trait does hit you – it’s like a ‘lightbulb moment’. The idea excites you. And when that happens you know you’ve got something. If your ideas don’t excite you, they aren’t going to excite the reader either.

Top Tips

	Keep an ideas notebook or file and jot ideas down as they occur to you. It’s amazing how quickly ideas can flit into your head and then vanish forever. Keep hold of your ideas.







	Overheard snippets of conversation may spark an idea for a story.


	Stories on the TV news and in newspapers are good sources for story ideas.

	Turn your dreams and nightmares into something useful. Always keep a notebook and pen by your bed.







	Visiting somewhere new? Jot down your impressions of the place so that you don’t forget.







	Take photographs of places, settings, sunsets, rivers, trees etc., to help inspire you when you need to write about such a scene.







	If photos of people and places in magazines interest you, cut them out and keep them in an ‘ideas folder’ or store them on your PC.







	When struggling for a story idea, just think about a simple incident that happened to you over the last day or two. Write freely about this incident – and see if it leads anywhere.







	Still stuck for a story idea? Then write a brief character sketch, giving your protagonist a fear or phobia. Now place them in a situation where they have to face that fear. 







	Develop your idea by elaborating on it. Think about the characters who might be involved in that idea. Ask yourself a series of ‘what if’ questions. Write them down and hopefully a story might begin to emerge.

	If you want to write, then write. Don’t wait for inspiration to strike, it rarely does. 







	Inspiration seems to work best when you start putting your thoughts down on paper (or on your PC).







	Don’t stare at a blank sheet of paper or a blank screen waiting for that brilliant idea to hit you. Write anything – even the vaguest thoughts. At least then you have something to work on. Anything is better than a blank page. You can easily delete those early vague thoughts when your story begins to emerge. And it will!
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​NARRATIVE
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THE NARRATIVE OF THE story, is you setting the scene, painting a picture of each scene with your words so that the reader can see what you see in your head. It’s thought transference yet leaving enough space for the reader to conjure up their own images and emotions. 

The narrative is when your style shines through. As you find your own way to lay the words down, so they are a pleasure to read, or they convey an emotion or mood just by your turn of phrase. Maybe this comes naturally, or maybe it’s something to be worked at. It doesn’t matter which, just so long as the finished result is pleasing.

I would suggest that when writing the narrative that you stay close to your protagonist, so that the writing is in tune with that character – and not the author speaking. You as the author should stay well-hidden and have faith in your characters.

Top Tips

	The narrative is the voice through which you tell your story. Narrative is what leads the reader smoothly through the story with all its ups and downs, highs and lows, drama and emotion.







	Your story is a balance of narrative and dialogue. However, there is no set formula in getting the balance right, this all comes down to your ability to write a story – and that comes with practice.







	As with dialogue, your narrative is there for reasons – not padding. Narrative describes the scene and characters; it describes the characters’ actions and behaviour; it describes the mood and atmosphere. 







	As the author, be careful not to sit back in your typist’s chair and describe this imaginary scene through your eyes. Stick closely to your viewpoint character, and let the narrative go hand in hand with their emotions.







	Create scenes which are vivid, yet not too flowery. Too much and you will be writing ‘purple passages’ which are gushing with sentiment.







	Narrative goes hand in hand with viewpoint, allowing the writer to merge a descriptive passage smoothly into the key character’s thoughts and actions.







	Be selective, pick out the most poignant parts of a scene. Too much description can slow a story down, but the reader needs to be able to see it in their own mind.







	The reader knows what most things look like, so show what makes this street, house, forest, river, sunset etc., different. Pick out the unusual aspect of the mundane.







	Remember to use your senses when writing descriptions and narrative. Don’t just write what can be seen, but also what can be heard, felt, smelled, tasted and sensed.







	Make use of the weather and the seasons, even the time of day. It all adds to the atmosphere.







	The mood of the character will have an impact of how things look. Places that look wonderful when all is going well can become depressing, oppressive and frightening when things go wrong. 







	Avoid clichés. If a phrase rolls off the tongue too easily find your own words to paint the picture, not ones that have been used time and again.







	There is a fine line between narration and author talking. Avoid throwing in information that doesn’t come naturally via the story. Providing too much information will jolt the reader out of this make-believe world. You, as the author, should stay well hidden – have faith and trust in your characters.

	Don’t just say that a character is feeling angry, upset, happy etc., show it in their actions, words and thoughts. 







	Avoid repetition when writing narrative. If your characters have said the same thing in dialogue no need to write the same in the narrative – and vice versa.







	Don’t simply narrate important scenes. Let the characters live these scenes so the reader can be fully involved.







	Contrast your scenes: think about the calm before the storm; joy before sorrow; trust before betrayal etc.







	Use narrative before or after dialogue. This avoids having to add speech tags (he said) and keeps the story moving forward.







	Read your work aloud to see if your writing is flowing. Look for the rhythm. Adjust your words and punctuation to get the best from every sentence. 







	Be aware of adjectives, sometimes a scene will work with lots of adjectives but in general use them sparingly. Likewise with adverbs in dialogue.

	If through your narrative (or dialogue) you draw the reader’s attention to something specific, be sure it’s necessary. Don’t mislead the reader.
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