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Introduction

There’s something magical about beads. The variety of colors, shapes and sizes alone is amazing. The projects in this book feature jewelry-inspired techniques for incorporating beading into a variety of fun projects for gifts, home decor and fashion.



My love for beading began in junior high, before I had pierced ears. After many frustrating searches for cool clip earrings, I decided to learn how to make my own. I’ve been designing beaded jewelry ever since. And you’ve probably heard it before, but beading can be addictive! Now I want to put beads on everything. And that’s where I got the idea for this book.



Adding beads to a finished surface, whether it’s a gift box, a candleholder or a denim jacket, gives that piece a personality and sparkle that makes it uniquely yours. Substitute beads or change colors to suit your own taste.



Learn my tips and tricks for creating easy beaded designs, and then use the projects in this book as springboards for your own imagination.
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Chapter 1: Supplies
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In this chapter, you’ll learn about a variety of supplies that make beading easier. Beads, tools, adhesives and other supplies that are used in this book are identified and explained. There’s even a section on organizers. Let’s get started!
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Beads




Anything with a hole in it can be used as a bead. In fact, the earliest beads were made from natural materials such as shells, stones, animal bones and teeth. Today, beads still are made from those materials, in addition to a variety of others. They are available in a myriad of colors, styles, shapes and sizes. Every culture has used beads in some way, which makes beading one of the most ancient, cross-cultural art forms.
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Named for their resemblance to seeds, seed beads are typically sold by size. The smaller the number, the larger the size; hence size 6/0 beads (also called “E” beads) are larger than size 11/0 beads. Seed bead mixes usually are inexpensive and include a variety of sizes, shapes and colors.
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Bugle beads are long, cylindrical beads that are small in diameter, like seed beads. Twisted bugles are particularly sparkly.
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These beads are shaped in a mold and flame-polished to remove any imperfections. The result is a shiny finish with slightly rounded, faceted-looking edges.
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A bicone has two tapered ends and is wider in the center, as if two cones were placed together at the widest part. Sometimes the cones are faceted to create extra sparkle.
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This is a generic term for a flat, disk-shaped bead. They’re made from a variety of materials and are often used as spacers.
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For macramé projects, look for wooden beads with large holes. They come in a wide variety of shapes, sizes and colors.
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Available in a variety of shapes and colors, round glass beads are typically made in molds. High quality beads are perfectly uniform.
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Made from a special blend of glass and fiber optic material, cat’s eye beads have a reflective band across the center. The reflective band catches the light and creates an illusion of movement on the bead.
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Freshwater pearls are harvested from mussels that inhabit freshwater lakes and rivers. Because they’re widely available and are typically abnormally shaped, they are much more economical than cultured pearls. Glass pearls are made by adding a lustrous, pearlescent finish to smooth, round glass beads.
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There are many styles of metal spacer beads. Some of the projects in this book include round, square or diamond-shaped spacers.
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Slides have two holes on each end of the bead. They’re great for double-strand designs because they separate the strands and add a decorative touch.
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Pressed glass beads come in a variety of shapes and colors. They’re traditionally made in the Czech Republic.
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Store-bought beaded trim is available in a wide variety of colors and styles. You can also make your own customized beaded trim (see page 27).

[image: 9780873499248_ps_0012_013]


[image: beadingtool.jpg]


Beading Tools

Only a few basic tools are needed for most beading projects. The four I use most are round nose pliers, chain nose pliers, wire cutters and a crimping tool. Specialty tools that are used for some of the projects in this book include beading scissors, memory wire shears, split ring pliers and nylon jaw pliers.
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These pliers have tapered round jaws that are useful for making loops and curves. For smooth loops, place the tips of the pliers on the wire, and then turn the pliers.
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A jewelry maker’s version of needle nose pliers, chain nose pliers have tapered half-round jaws that are smooth inside. Use them to bend wire at right angles and for opening and closing jump rings or wire loops.
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For beading, use a side cutter with small tips to ensure a smooth, close cut. Do not use these to cut memory wire, because it will damage the blades.
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Use this tool with crimp tubes or beads for a secure, professional-looking finish.
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Choose scissors with very sharp blades and small tips for cutting in tight places.
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There are many different kinds of beading needles. The main difference between beading needles and sewing needles is that beading needles are not tapered. Use hard beading needles (or very small sewing needles) for sewing beads onto fabric. Use collapsible eye or big eye needles for bead stringing and weaving.
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These mostly
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