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Introduction

The Gospel accounts record Jesus proclaiming that He would fulfill the sign of Jonah. Just as Jonah spent three days and nights in the belly of the great fish, Jesus would also be in the heart of the earth before His resurrection. While many interpret the prophecy as ending here, the text offers further implications.

The book of Jonah contains End Times prophecies! It indicates what will happen in the Last Days and when!  Consider the sign as Jesus Christ explained:


“Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we want to see a sign from you.

But He answered and said to them, An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign. And there shall be no sign given to it except the sign of the Prophet Jonah.

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the huge fish, so the Son of Man shall be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”

(Matthew 12:38-40, MKJV)



––––––––
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Jesus fulfilled that sign. He was miraculously resurrected after three days and three nights, or 72 hours, to be exact. Moreover, we may think that that is all there is to it. There is a lot more than meets the eye!

There are many more similarities between this event in the life of the Prophet Jonah and Jesus’s ministry. The events of Jonah’s ministry are a prophecy for us as well. The ultimate Messianic fulfillment extends to 2030. In world events, we are nearing that point.

God wants us to be informed beforehand so that when it happens, we know it was written for us thousands of years ago. It establishes the authority of Jesus Christ in world events.
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1 Prophetic Principles
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Exact physical fulfilment

To understand and anticipate the place in history the year 2030 will hold, we must first consider the prophetic principles of the Bible. At times, the Bible is direct. It states the years exactly. It means what it says. Notice the following example below.

Keep in mind that because of Israel’s disrespect and disobedience, God declared at that time that Israel would lose their inheritance and would go into captivity for 70 years. Babylon will overrun and ruin the land of Israel, and in particular Jerusalem. As a result, the land of Israel will be undeveloped for 70 years.


“This entire land will be a desolation and a waste, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon for seventy years. 

Then when the seventy years have passed, I'll judge the king of Babylon and that nation, declares the LORD, I'll judge the land of the Chaldeans for their iniquity and I'll make it a desolation forever.”

(Jeremiah 25:11-12, ISV)



This exactly happened as prophesied. Israel was destroyed, the people were taken captive, and the land laid waste for 70 years. Afterward, Babylon were destroyed and never rebuilt to its former glory. However, Jerusalem was prophesied to be rebuilt.

The prophet Daniel was in the king’s court in Babylon when the words of the Lord came to him about the restoration of Jerusalem.


“in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood the number of the years by books, which came of the Word of Jehovah to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.”

(Daniel 9:2, MKJV)



The restoration of Jerusalem began after 70 years, as promised by God. Even today, Jerusalem is still a significant city. However, Babylon would fall as promised. Even its religious system would be impeded in the ruins of Babylon at that time. But the Temple in Jerusalem would be rebuilt and continue to function as intended in the Old Testament for over a thousand more years till Messiah came.

Isaiah also prophesied about Babylon’s demise. Any attempt at rebuilding the city of Babylon would not last. 


“Look! Here come riders, each man with a pair of horses!" They're shouting out the answer: "Babylon has fallen, has fallen, and they have shattered all the images of her gods on the ground!”

(Isaiah 21:9, MKJV)



This happened in dramatic fashion, and the event is described in the history books forever.

Spiritual fulfilment

At times, there may be spiritual a fulfillment. In the case of Babylon, its religious concepts and ways, deception and falseness, were still evident among many nations. In the Last Days, when the power of the English-speaking nations will decline, it will come to the fore again, only to be destroyed in the end.


“Then another angel, a second one, followed him, saying, "Fallen! Babylon the Great has fallen! She has made all nations drink the wine, the wrath earned for her sexual sins."”

(Revelation 14:8, MKJV)



God views the spiritual ways and concepts of false worship as spiritual fornication. God promises eternal life and the millennial rule of Jesus Christ. True faith is all about the hope of a future life if we repent, clean up our lives, and learn to live by Godly Commandments and principles.

This spiritual fulfilment of false worship was valid for the first application in ancient Babylon until it was destroyed. It was also valid for any rebuild attempts. Furthermore it is also valid today, where some churches in some countries fall for the lure of its false ways of worship, and it will be valid in the "End Time". 

Messiah is expected to return to dispute the ways and misunderstandings of false churches and religions, which will have drifted into the exact falseness and fake religion that was practiced in Babylon in the beginning.

It does not have a specific time element but is a man-made false way of worship that can exist in world empires. It will be prevalent and even enforced in the Last Days. Messiah is shown to destroy it upon His return.
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A day for a year principle

Sometimes, in prophecy, we see the day for a year principle. Notice the following example:


“I've assigned you to sleep this way for 390 days, representing the years they've been sinning, as you bear symbolically the punishment of the house of Israel. 

When you have completed this, you are to sleep on your right side, symbolically bearing the iniquity of Judah for 40 days. Each day that I've assigned to you represents one year.”

(Ezekiel 4:5-6, MKJV) [Emphasis mine]



This is also the case for the prophecies of Jonah and the expanded meaning as it has bearing on Jesus’ life. We have seen this principle in the book “The Sign of Jonah – Expanded”. 

Jonah preached for three days. After that, Nineveh had 40 days to repent or be destroyed. We have seen that Jesus preached for three years and was killed. After that, Jerusalem had 40 years to repent or be destroyed. When the day for a year principle was fulfiled, as Jesus was crucified in 30/31 AD and Jerusalem was destroyed 40 years later, in 70 AD. It happened and the principle was proven.

A day for 50 years principle

In some rare occasions, we can see a day for a Jubilee principle. Notice the law concerning the Jubilee, the fiftieth year.


“And you shall make the fiftieth year holy, one year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee to you, and you shall return each man to his possession, and you shall return each man to his family. 

(Leviticus 25:10, MKJV)



In the Jubilee year, all enslaved people are set free. Labor contracts are cancelled. Debts are forgiven and cleared. Families return to their ancestral farms. It is a time of economic reset. There should not not be multigenerational poverty in Israel, not under God’s law. The land belongs to God, and Israelites were to deal mercifully with each other.


“The land shall not be sold forever; for the land is Mine. For you are strangers and pilgrims with Me.”

(Leviticus 25:23, MKJV)



Israel, at times, neglected this law of Leviticus 25 and its precepts. When they neglected the Sabbath years, they lost sight of the Jubilee and did not implement it. It was something that some affluent families did not want to practice, and they presumably pressured the kings to abandon it. They even pushed for alternate laws so that the rich people would not have to allow the low-income families to regain ancestral land. They prevented the economic reset that God required every 50 years. At such times, affluent families also lost their inheritance when foreign powers invaded and captured them! That’s why God allowed calamities to come. It was punishment on the elite for misusing their positions of power. In a sense, God then allowed a foreign power to enforce an economic reset on Israel.


“And the ones who had escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon, where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia, 

to fulfill the Word of Jehovah in the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its sabbaths. All the days of the desolation it kept the sabbath, to the full measure of seventy years.”

(2 Chronicles 36:20-21, MKJV)



Historical records show that Israel had gone into slavery on more than one occasion because they neglected the land Sabbaths, which were to occur every seven years. In the process, then, the Jubilee was also ignored. Because of this, they would lose their inheritance.


“And I will scatter you among the nations, and will draw out a sword after you. And your land shall be waste, and your cities waste. 

Then shall the land enjoy its sabbaths, as long as it lies waste, and you are in your enemies' land; then shall the land rest and enjoy its sabbaths. 

As long as it lies waste it shall rest, because it did not rest in your sabbaths when you lived on it.”

(Leviticus 26:33-35, MKJV)



This will happen, by extension, wherever Israel was banished to in the world. This was also the case in the dispersion to the area known today as Europe, which is to the north and west of Jerusalem. Later, the lost Ten Tribes of Israel migrated further when anti-Semitism forced them to migrate even further, and many settled in the British Isles. Ultimately, they even migrated further across the oceans into new worlds where they gained freedoms from central European oppression. It is a principle that is happening again. Remember this as we discover the countdown to the year 2030.

To understand the current world scene, we must consider observing a distinction between the following groups in prophecies:

1) Jews around Judea and elsewhere in the world.

2) The Lost Ten Tribes of Israel that lost their identity in the world.

3) Christians in the world striving to following Jesus Christ.
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Identification of Jews

After the banishment of the Northern Kingdom consisting of the Ten Tribes of Israel, the Southern Kingdom still survived for a while. But when they made idols of stones and wood to fabricate alternate forms of worships, God also allowed them to be taken captive and migrated to foreign lands. 


“And I saw, when for all the causes for which backsliding Israel committed adultery, I sent her away and gave a bill of divorce to her, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she went and whored, she also. 

And it happened, from the folly of her whoredom, she defiled the land and fornicated with stones and stocks. 

And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah has not turned to Me with her whole heart, but with falsehood, says Jehovah. 

And Jehovah said to me, The backsliding Israel has justified herself more than treacherous Judah.”

(Jeremiah 3:8-11, MKJV)



Israel here refers to the Ten Tribes that initially settled in the northern part of the Promised Land. They were first allowed to go into slavery. Later, the other two tribes around Jerusalem and the south which is referred to as Judah in this scripture were also taken away.

During the restoration under Ezra and Nehemiah, as prophesied by Daniel, mainly two tribes returned: Judah and Levi. Judah settled in Judea, and Levi restarted and performed the Temple services. There was also a remnant of the tribe of Benjamin involved. They were collectively called Jews.

––––––––
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Identification of Israel

After the restoration under Ezra and Nehemiah, the northern section of the Promised Land was still occupied by migrants from other nations. They were called Samarians. Jesus visited them during His ministry.


“A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, Give me to drink. 

(For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 

Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, How do you, being a Jew, ask a drink of me, who am a woman of Samaria? For the Jews do not associate with Samaritans.”

(John 4:7-9, MKJV)



The Lost Ten Tribes of Israel did not return and mostly stayed in suburbs of cities in gentile countries where they were taken to by gentile kings in the past.

Jesus mainly preached in and around Judea. The prophecies of Jerusalem applied initially to the Jews of Judea. That was His mission.

Jesus sent His 12 disciples to the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel in the suburbs of nearby surrounding countries.


“Jesus sent out these twelve, commanding them, saying, Do not go into the way of the nations, and do not enter into any city of the Samaritans. 

But rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

(Matthew 10:5-6, MKJV)



These Lost Ten Tribes migrated north and west towards France, Spain and Portugal, then the British Isles, and ultimately across the oceans. They will be adversely affected by this prophecy of the End Time events. 
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[image: ]


Identification of Christians

From the preaching and ministry of Jesus Christ and later His Apostles, and in
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