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Charleston & the Surrounding Area


Downtown Charleston

Are you ready to immerse yourself in the crown jewel of South Carolina? Charleston—which has been called the Holy City, the City by the Sea, Where the Ashley and the Cooper Rivers Meet to Form the Atlantic Ocean; and the Home of Rhett Butler—is the perfect place to begin a tour of the old Palmetto State. Settled in 1670, this remarkable town literally has to be seen to be believed.

My grandmother, who was from the Midlands around Columbia, used to huff and hiss, “Charlestonians are all right but everybody knows they’re just too poor to paint and too proud to whitewash.” That used to be true. Not anymore. One look at the real estate prices and you’ll see how much that’s all changed.

You might consider seriously the recommendation that you don’t even think about driving around Charleston. The streets are narrow, some are paved with cobblestones, and the one-way traffic can be a nightmare in rush hours. (Women wearing high heels will have a tough time negotiating cobblestones.) Parking on the street is almost impossible. The easier approach is to park your car in a downtown lot or the visitor center and forget it. The rates run from $1 per 30 minutes up to a daily max of $24.




[image: chpt_fig_002]

Since Charleston and the Lowcountry area attract more than seven million guests each year, hotel, guesthouse, and bed-and-breakfast owners have built a reputation for hospitality and extremely high standards. Charleston is famous for its bed-and-breakfasts in particular, and one local service does everything possible to match the guests to whatever sort of accommodations they want: Historic Charleston Bed and Breakfast (843-722-6606 or 800-743-3583; historiccharlestonbedandbreakfast.com).

Some bed-and-breakfasts provide bicycles that will help you get around the city on tours of your own arrangement. Lodgings in these homes and inns provide the wonderful feeling that you are staying in the very heart of the old city like a true Charlestonian. Listed below are a few that are off the beaten path yet have all the amenities for an enjoyable, comfortable stay.

20 South Battery, the inn at 20 S. Battery St., was built in 1848 and has recently undergone a major preservation and restoration. Rates range from $250 to $350 in the Battery Carriage House in the garden to $600 to $700 in the main house suites. All include morning coffee or tea, and evening wine and cheese in the grand ballroom. The 11 suites and guest rooms are perfectly located steps away from Charleston’s famous Battery and White Point Garden. Many of the luxury suites are furnished in period antiques and have piazza access for catching delightful sea breezes. Call (843) 727-3100 or (844) 726-0897, or visit 20southbattery.com.

If these walls could talk, what might you hear in the former home of a signer of the US Constitution? The John Rutledge House Inn was built in 1763 by Charleston’s own John Rutledge, who hosted many patriots, statesmen, and notables here. Even George Washington came to call and dined in the main residence, certainly designed to impress with its elaborate parquet floors, molded plaster ceilings, and Italian marble mantels. Discreetly modernized with all the conveniences, rooms start at $299. At 116 Broad St., it’s not hard to find with its distinctive checkerboard sidewalk and ornate wrought-iron-fencing entrance out front. Call (843) 723-7999 or visit johnrutledgehouseinn.com or charminginns.com for more information on this and their other accommodations downtown: Fulton Lane Inn, Kings Courtyard Inn, and Wentworth Mansion.

Here’s how you might begin a Charleston tour. Make The Mills House Hotel on the corner of Meeting and Queen your starting point. It’s located in the very center of the old town. Then try a walking tour of a few spots nearby. Several tours depart from there or close by. Or you can go it alone following this guide. If you can, spend a night or two at The Mills House. It’s a beautiful restoration of what it was before the Civil War. As a matter of fact, on the second floor you can stand on the wrought-iron balcony where, in 1861, Robert E. Lee stood and watched much of the old town burn.

The 218-room hotel is located at 115 Meeting St. and has accommodations that range from $275 to suites up to $550; adjacent parking is available at an extra charge. It has an outdoor swimming pool on the third floor with a very comfortable sundeck where you can get a cool drink and a light snack. The Black Door Café on the lobby floor offers light fare for breakfast and lunch with grab & go options for your day on the town. Across the beautiful marble lobby is the Iron Rose, with its elegant bar, a favorite haunt of visitors and locals alike. Here they serve breakfast, lunch, and dinner, often accompanied by live music. The evening menu is expensive, but worth it. The Sat and Sun brunch there is fantastic. Don’t miss relaxing with an iced tea, a local beer, or one of their signature cocktails in the adjacent fountain courtyard. For reservations and information, call (843) 577-2400 or visit millshouse.com.

Still using The Mills House as a starting point, you can cross Meeting and walk exactly 1 block down Queen to Church to one of the oldest and most charming operating playhouses in the country, the Dock Street Theatre. The original theater, built in 1736, has long vanished, but the 1800s hotel built on the site was converted into a theater in 1935 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA). During Spoleto, the 17-day annual music and art festival held in Charleston in late May and early June, the theater is the centerpiece for chamber music and plays. In 1980, one of Arthur Miller’s last plays premiered here.

The Dock Street Theatre completed a major facelift in 2010, and you might catch it open for tours and individual browsing from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon through Fri unless a rehearsal is under way. The building, which has been reconstructed over and over again, handsomely captures the Georgian architecture that flourished during that period. Dock Street seats 463 and has a pit and a parquet of 13 boxes. Over the stage is a carved wood bas-relief of the Royal Coat of Arms of England. The cove ceiling has exceptional acoustic properties—when string quartets perform here during the Spoleto Festival, any seat in the house is a good seat.

The old theater plays a leading role in the intellectual and cultural life of the city. All year long the theater features dramas, musicals, and family fare, as well as readings and recitals. Late May and early June are booked solid with concerts and plays during the Spoleto Festival. Call (843) 720-3968 for information or visit charlestonstage.com (843-577-7183, box office).

A block and a half back up Queen and past The Mills House is 82 Queen, a combination oyster bar, stand-up brass-railed pub, and fine restaurant. The building, formerly two adjoining 19th-century town houses, has a lovely courtyard dining area complete with awnings, umbrellas, and banks of shrubbery. Specialties here are seafood, beef, and fowl, with prices ranging from $17 to $49. The bar, which fronts on Queen, is a notorious hangout for local authorities on everything from ornithology to transcendentalism, and if you listen long enough you will probably hear it all. Call (843) 723-7591 or go to 82queen.com.

A few doors back up Queen at number 72 is Poogan’s Porch, which serves omelets, fried chicken, and great crab cakes. The biscuits and gravy and Southern banana pudding are especially good and have become a tradition here on Queen. You can eat indoors or out on the veranda. For brunch, stay inside with the air-conditioning. For dinner, when it cools off, it’s nice to eat outside. The name Poogan came from the dog who was left behind when the original owner sold the house and moved away. Since then the restaurant has changed hands several times, but each time the dog remained behind as the mascot until he died in 1979. Poogan’s is open every day for brunch (served from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) and dinner. Prices range from $12 to $48. Call (843) 577-2337 or check out poogansporch.com.


TOP RECOMMENDATIONS IN CHARLESTON & THE SURROUNDING AREA




Angel Oak

3688 Angel Oak Rd.

Johns Island

(843) 559-3496

angeloaktree.com

The Battery

At the tip of the Charleston peninsula at East Battery and Murray Blvd.

Boone Hall

1235 Long Point Rd.

Mount Pleasant

(843) 884-4371

boonehallplantation.com

Dock Street Theatre

135 Church St.

(843) 720-3968

charlestonstage.com

Flowertown Festival

Main St./Azalea Park

Summerville

(843) 871-9622

summervilleymca.org/flowertown

Gibbes Museum of Art

135 Meeting St.

(843) 722-2706

gibbesmuseum.org

H. L. Hunley

Warren Lasch Conservation Center

1250 Supply St.

North Charleston

(843) 743-4865

hunley.org

Middleton Place

4300 Ashley River Rd.

(843) 556-6020, (800) 782-3608

middletonplace.org

Ocean Course at Kiawah

(843) 768-2121, (800) 654-2924

kiawahresort.com

Patriot’s Point Naval and Maritime Museum

40 Patriots Point Rd.

Mount Pleasant

(843) 884-2727

patriotspoint.org

St. Michael’s Church

71 Broad St.

Corner of Meeting and Broad Streets

(843) 723-0603

stmichaelschurch.net




From Poogan’s Porch go back to The Mills House and follow Meeting Street south to Tradd Street. Turn left here and walk 1 block to 38 Tradd St. This was the home of the painter Elizabeth O’Neill Verner (1883–1979), internationally famous for her pen-and-ink drawings and paintings of the Charleston skyline, its churches, and the local flower ladies and basket weavers. Prints of her work are on exhibit and for sale exclusively at the Corrigan Gallery at 38 Queen St., just a few blocks north of the Tradd St. home (843-722-9868; corrigangallery.com). Verner’s drawings and paintings are quintessentially Charleston and are not to be missed.

Near 38 Tradd St. at 91 Church St. is Cabbage Row. Originally four or five connected buildings around a central courtyard, today it houses shops featuring clothing, art, antique maps, and prints. It was here that Porgy of DuBose Heyward’s book of that name lived. “Cabbage Row” was changed to “Catfish Row” for DuBose Heyward and George Gershwin’s folk opera Porgy and Bess. In 1934 Gershwin spent a summer in Charleston and lived a few miles away on Folly Beach, where he and Heyward collaborated on the now world-famous opera set in Charleston. Most of the staging was based on the courtyard, and much of Gershwin’s inspiration for the score came from the sounds of the neighborhood street vendors (the strawberry man, the butter-bean man, and the fresh shrimp man).

Many of Gershwin’s letters to his brother Ira in New York describe life in Charleston in the 1930s and the devastation he witnessed from a hurricane. They also reveal a curious downside to the famous composer. Gershwin, hell-bent on self-promotion, tried to get the Charlestonians to rename Folly Beach as Gershwin Island. Fortunately Charlestonians knew where to draw the line, and Folly Beach is still Folly Beach. These letters are available for reading in the South Carolina room of the Charleston County Public Library at 68 Calhoun St.

If you’re a football, baseball, basketball, or golf fan and can’t stand missing too much of the action, make a note of the Charleston Crab House at 41 S. Market St. A wide variety of sandwiches and beverages is available here with a large TV screen carrying all the sports action. Prices are $8 to $30. They also have additional locations at 145 Wappoo Creek on James Island and 508 Mill St. on Shem Creek in Mount Pleasant where you can arrive by boat. Call (843) 853-2900 or visit charlestoncrabhouse.com.


boiledpeanuts




Look for and buy a sack of boiled peanuts, then see what happens. At first you will be repulsed by their appearance—they’re brown and soft and look very, very suspicious. But get over it and try three or four. By the fourth or fifth, you will be hooked for life, and when you head back north you’ll be loaded down with them. Unfortunately, like South Carolina peaches and sweet corn, they don’t travel well and have to be shelled and eaten as close to the patch as you can get. You can buy them right on the street.



The Charleston Place, located at 205 Meeting St., is one of the premier hotels in the South. Off the beautiful lobby is a small but fine selection of stores including La Ligne, Chicos, Louis Vuitton, Gucci, J. Frederic’s Clothiers, and St. John. The lounge at the hotel is elegant, and while the musicians who play there change frequently, they are all very, very good. If pampering is called for, their spa is first-rate. Room rates begin at about $400. Call (843) 751-4019 or (800) 611-5545, or visit charlestonplace.com.

Nestled within The Shops at Charleston Place, the Charleston Grill is one of the top dining experiences in town. Break out the fancy duds and resurrect your best table manners, then spend a fine evening trying new fare like pan-seared octopus and slow-roasted pork belly or more traditional entrées like the Colorado lamb duo with seared polenta, balsamic glazed squash, and mint lamb jus. Wine pairings are suggested for each appetizer and entrée, or the sommelier is at hand with more. If you can’t decide on dinner, Chef Suzy Castelloe offers a six-course tasting menu for your entire table. As you would expect, the service here is impeccable and the ambience lovely and inviting. And the perfect meal wouldn’t be perfect without the perfect music to accompany it. They have this covered, too, with world-class jazz Wed to Sun nights. Dinners range from $42 to $85 and up. Their cozy, sophisticated bar opens at 5 p.m. and dinner is served from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Wed to Sun. Call (843) 577-4522 for reservations or make them online at charlestonplace.com/dining. It’s not altogether “off the beaten path,” but it’s a place where you should at least drop in for a glass of something.

On the other hand, if really casual is your style, stop by Hyman’s Seafood at 215 Meeting St. next to Charleston Place. It has been voted the number one seafood restaurant in town. They serve 15 to 25 different fish any way you like, as well as shellfish, and several pasta dishes. Hyman’s specializes in frying with olive oil, and their seafood can be had broiled, fried, or blackened. The Lowcountry gumbo is especially delicious and different. They offer a selection of local craft beers as well as the usual domestics, wine, and cocktails. They’re open seven days a week (except Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Thanksgiving, and Christmas) from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Prices range from $10 to $45. If you’re driving, which you shouldn’t be, park in the Charleston Place garage next door. Call (843) 723-6000 or visit hymanseafood.com.

After leaving Charleston Place, stroll down to the corner of Meeting and Broad, a junction known as the Four Corners of Law (so called among locals because of the structures standing on each corner—City Hall, Charleston County Courthouse, the US Post Office building, and St. Michael’s Church— each somewhat facetiously representing city, county, federal, and God’s law). Here you’ll see the flower ladies, whom Elizabeth O’Neill Verner so lovingly painted, selling daisies, daffodils, or whatever is in season. Most of them are also basket ladies. If you’re lucky, you’ll hear them singing as they weave their ancient patterns from sweetgrass, pine needles, and bulrushes and bind their elaborate work together with fiber strips from palmetto trees. The sweetgrass baskets, which come in a variety of shapes and sizes, are truly unique and can be purchased here and out on Highway 17 heading north toward Mount Pleasant. They last for generations and make wonderful presents.

After this little excursion, which should give you a feeling for the old town, your next best stop is the Charleston Visitor Reception and Transportation Center at 375 Meeting St. One of the best visitor centers in the country, it can save you time, money, and especially shoe leather if you decide to go on the walking tours. Its gracious and well-informed attendants can help you with almost everything, including tours, lodging, restaurants, parking, attractions, and entertainment.

Built in 1856, the visitor center is a redbrick, high-ceilinged building that was formerly the Railroad Depot. Large-scale maps along with old photos and prints illustrate how the city has changed and developed since 1670, when the first English settlers anchored here and came ashore. Computerized maps equipped with video stations are also available. You can call up information on interactive screens and request additional advice on direct-line telephones. A service counter with helpful attendants is at your disposal and is a central location for obtaining tour and theater tickets.

You can tour many of the homes, gardens, and plantations around the old city. The center is open from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily but closes on Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. Call (843) 853-8000 or (800) 774-0006, or go to charlestoncvb.com.

Next door to the visitor center, you’ll find a depot for the Downtown Area Shuttles (DASH), which leave every 15 minutes for routes through different sections of downtown Charleston. DASH shuttles for tourists are the green “trolleys,” different from the CARTA mass-transit buses. And riding DASH is free! A good bet is to take several rides so you can figure out what area of town you’d like to explore by foot or horse-drawn carriage ride. Many people make the DASH depot their first stop, parking their cars here and taking a few quick rides in the shuttles before deciding where they would like to stay. For more on DASH and CARTA, go to ridecarta.com.

If you head back toward The Mills House Hotel from the visitor center along Meeting Street, you’ll find yourself approaching an eatery on the right called Toast! at 155 Meeting St. Well, Toast! is anything but expected. In fact, this may be one of the best-kept secrets in Charleston. The food is relatively inexpensive, as the peninsula restaurants go, and that’s your first break. Then, the portions are enormous and the cooking is truly fine. If you’re anywhere near here at breakfast time, you must try the deluxe stuffed apple French toast. The Crab Cake Sammie is a delight for lunch, and the dessert kiosk, filled with pies and cakes, is beyond temptation. They even have Bloody Marys, espresso martinis, or a carafe full of mimosas on a hot day. Toast! opens at 6 a.m. daily for those who want to get an early start on discovering Charleston. Breakfast and lunch are served until 3 p.m. Call (843) 994-3598, visit toastallday.com, or check out the list of specials posted on the chalkboard outside. Other Toast! locations can be found on King St. downtown, West Ashley, Mount Pleasant, and Summerville.

From Toast!, it’s only a block farther south to the Gibbes Museum of Art at 135 Meeting St. Considered one of the best collections in the entire Southeast, this recently renovated gem of a museum features six to eight special exhibitions a year in addition to its fine permanent collection of 18th- and 19th-century portraits and paintings as well as sculptures and Japanese woodblock prints. The gift shop has a wonderful assortment of artful note cards, books, handcrafted jewelry, and scarves that make excellent gifts. Don’t be afraid to bring the kids here; there is plenty to keep them amused and busy. Open Mon through Sat from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun 1 to 5 p.m. Admission is $12 for adults, $10 for seniors and military, and $6 for children ages 4 to 17. Call (843) 722-2706 or visit gibbesmuseum.org.

Only a few blocks away—we’re still walking—you’ll find S.N.O.B. at 192 E. Bay St. for exquisite dining and an equally exquisite atmosphere. The tongue-in-cheek acronym officially stands for its location, “Slightly North of Broad.” The specialty here is Lowcountry cooking along with a number of very fine creative, artfully-presented dishes. One of the local favorites is shrimp and yellow grits. Prices range from $10 to $44, and cocktails, beer, and wine are served. Lunch is served Mon through Fri from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., brunch on Sat from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sun from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., and dinner Mon through Fri from 5 p.m., Sat and Sun from 4:30 p.m. While down South, try to get yellow grits rather than white. There’s a big, big difference—the yellow are not overprocessed and have a much better taste. You can even buy them, although only in some stores. Call S.N.O.B. at (843) 723-3424 or visit snobcharleston.com.

On up the street from The Mills House is the Joseph Manigault House at 350 Meeting St. This classic example of the elegant Adam style was designed and built by the architect Gabriel Manigault for his brother, Joseph, in 1803. The graceful, elliptical staircase, which you will also see in the Forever Charleston show back at the visitor center, is the centerpiece. In the 1920s the place was a broken-down boardinghouse, and for a while in the 1930s it was a service station. The dean of the Harvard School of Architecture and a number of Charlestonians took it upon themselves to help restore and furnish it with the period furniture you see here today. This is one of the few houses in Charleston that still has a gatehouse. Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Sat and 12 to 5 p.m. Sun (closed on major holidays). Last tour is at 4:30 p.m. Admission is $15 for adults, $12 for youth 13 to 17, and $6 for children 3 to 12. Contact the Charleston Museum at (843) 722-2996 for combination tickets to all of their museum sites. Their website is charlestonmuseum.org.

For one of the best views, with a little sea breeze to boot, you simply have to visit the Rooftop Bar at Vendue Inn, located at 19 Vendue Range. This popular spot offers a charming view of the churches and many of the old tile roofs and quaint chimneys of the old city, with glimpses of Charleston Harbor. The cuisine here is focused on seafood and other light fare, and they offer a nice variety of specialty drinks that give you that vacation feeling. Prices are around $13 to $28. Call (843) 577-7970. Open seven days a week from 11:30 in the morning to 10 p.m., and until midnight on Fri and Sat. Happy hour is from 4 to 6 p.m. Sun through Thurs. Visit rooftopcharleston.com.

The Nathaniel Russell House, located at 51 Meeting St., is another showcase home and a Charleston favorite. Spacious gardens surround this old house (ca. 1808), recognized as one of America’s finest examples of neoclassical architecture. Its elaborate plasterwork ornamentation, its free-flying staircase rising up through three complete stories without any visible means of support, and its beautiful proportions prompted the celebrated French aristocrat Henry Deas Lesesne to proclaim it to be “beyond all comparison the finest establishment in Charleston.” Open Tues through Sun from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mon 1 to 4 p.m. Admission is $16 for adults and $7 for children 6 to 16; children younger than 6 are admitted free. A combination ticket is available with Historic Charleston’s other house museum, the AikenRhett House. Call (843) 724-8481 or go to historiccharleston.org.

Lodge Alley at 195 E. Bay St. is a place that anyone who has the slightest interest in renovation shouldn’t miss. Many years ago this was an ugly string of decaying warehouses. Today it is a beautiful inn with a fountain in the center court and an excellent restaurant next door called High Cotton (199 E. Bay St.; 843-724-3815; highcottoncharleston.com). The specialties at the restaurant are the 16 oz. Prime Ribeye and Smoked Duck, as well as seafood and Low-country cuisine. If you don’t stay here or eat here, at least stop by for a drink at the small, intimate bar overlooking the courtyard, but beware of time-share salespeople lurking about. Call (843) 722-1611 or visit bluegreenvacations.com.

Gaulart and Maliclet at 98 Broad St., in the heart of the city, prides itself on being fast and French. They are just that—and given the high quality of their food and fine service, surprisingly economical. I had a cup of delicious split-pea soup, a sandwich of pâté and blue cheese, and excellent coffee for around $14. They have a fine wine list, but best of all, their steady customers all seem remarkably upbeat and happy and seem to know one another. This is one of the smallest eateries in town, but it’s also one of the really very fine Charleston surprises. It’s a great place to drop in for breakfast, lunch, or dinner and sit at the bar and listen to the music and the local gossip. Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sun to Wed and 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thurs through Sat. Call (843) 577-9797 or see fastandfrenchcharleston.com.

Of course, no visit to Charleston would be complete without a trip to The Battery. But first a little background on the site. This tip of the Charleston peninsula was first called White Point due to the white expanse of sand and the bleached oyster shells that identified it as a prominent marker when the colonists were settling the area in 1670. The point later gained fame in 1718 when Stede Bonnet and 19 of his fellow pirates “took the air” here with ropes around their necks, an event that brought an end to the coastal piracy that had plagued the nearby waters.

On April 12, 1861, Charlestonians sought vantage points here to watch the Confederate guns fire on the Union troops stationed at Fort Sumter. The cheers went up, Rhett Butler groaned (fictionally, years later in Margaret Mitchell’s Gone with the Wind), and the Civil War had started. When Union forces left Fort Sumter, the Confederates occupied it, digging in for the next two years under heavy bombardment and preventing the Union from taking Charleston.

In June 1863, Union troops gained control of Folly Island and the mouth of the Stono River. On July 10 they crossed Lighthouse Inlet to the southern end of Morris Island and by nightfall had secured half of the island and were within artillery range of Fort Sumter, which by then had become a symbol of Confederate resistance. Defending the tip of Morris Island and Charleston at the place formerly known as White Point Garden was the Confederate Battery Wagner.

On July 18 the Union forces advanced up the beach. It was this battle that was depicted in the film Glory, starring Morgan Freeman, Matthew Broderick, and Denzel Washington. Spearheading the attack was the 54th Massachusetts Regiment under the leadership of Colonel Robert G. Shaw, the 25-year-old son of a wealthy Boston abolitionist. The bloody battle saw more than 40 percent of the Black troops killed; Colonel Shaw died with them.

The courage of the 54th proved once and for all to the leaders of the North and the South that Black soldiers could fight. By 1865 a total of 178,895 Black soldiers had enlisted in the Union Army—more than 12 percent of the North’s fighting force.

By September the Union controlled all of Morris Island, only 1,300 yards of water away from Fort Sumter. For almost two more years, the Confederates held out under more heavy bombardment. Finally in February 1865 they withdrew in the night when they knew Charleston city was falling to Sherman.

Today The Battery, filled with war memorials, cannons, and a monument on the spot where the pirate Stede Bonnet was hanged, is one of the most pleasant parks in the city and is the ideal place for turning the kids loose. You might follow the custom of hundreds of old Charlestonians who believe that no evening is complete without watching the sun set from here and then taking a luxurious stroll along the ancient seawall.

Moving up the Charleston peninsula, across from the visitor center, is The Charleston Museum at 360 Meeting St. This is the first and oldest museum in the country, founded in 1773. Some exhibits focus on the Native Americans who were here first, others on the Revolutionary War or the Civil War, Low-country natural history, Charleston silver from colonial to Victorian times, and another celebrates the birth of “the Charleston” dance. Children will especially enjoy the Kidstory exhibit with amazing interactive displays. Toys, games, clothes, and even children’s furniture have been collected from the past for entertainment and education. For a full grasp of old Charleston’s culture and contributions to the country and to the world, no trip would be complete without a visit here. Adult tickets are $15, youth ages 13 to 17 are $12, and children ages 3 to 12 are $6. Combination tickets are available with their house museums, the Joseph Manigault and Heyward-Washington houses. Call (843) 722-2996 or visit charlestonmuseum.org.

A bit farther up along the waterfront is the new International African American Museum at 14 Wharfside St. The building itself is an architectural interpretation of a huge ship raised on 18 pillars on the actual site of Gadsden Wharf, where thousands of Africans landed, were quarantined, or died before they were enslaved. It is estimated that at least 40 percent of all African Americans can trace their ancestry to this landing site. Next to the Cooper River in front of the building is a tidal pool depicting a 1787 diagram of the hold of a slave ship with the captives packed in head to toe and shackled with bars across their chests. A powerful and horrific image. Inside, the nine galleries tell the history of slavery around the world, the transatlantic Middle Passage journey, West African and Gullah-Geechee culture, and memories of the enslaved workers in the South Carolina rice industry, as well as stories of resistance and achievement of African Americans in SC history. The permanent exhibits bring the stories to life through historical objects, artwork, videos, and interactive digital displays. This museum was long in the making but worth the wait. Timed-entry ticket prices are $22.50 for adults, $14.50 for seniors and military, and $10.50 for youth ages 6 to 16, and online purchase is recommended. The web address is iaamuseum.org, and the phone is (843) 872-5352. Open Tues through Sun from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (last entry at 4 p.m.).

This stop is a bit off the tourist track, but Civil War buffs and many other folks are beating a path to see the H. L. Hunley, the world’s first successful combat submarine. After sinking the USS Housatonic with its torpedo ram in 1864, the Hunley mysteriously disappeared and remained lost in Charleston waters for over a century. Finally, it was discovered and raised with great fanfare in August 2000 and then traveled up the Cooper River to the Warren Lasch Conservation Center in North Charleston. There, the Hunley is undergoing careful conservation work to preserve and uncover its secrets of design and the fate of its courageous crew (who were finally interred in 2004 at Magnolia Cemetery on the Upper Peninsula). A fascinating visit for young and old alike is at 1250 Supply St. on the old Charleston Navy Base. Tours are available only 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sun. Tickets are $18 for adults and $10 for ages 6 to 12 plus a service fee at hunley.org. Children 5 and younger are free. Call (843) 743-4865 for more information.

Charleston has long prided itself on religious tolerance, evidenced by the fact that here you can find the oldest Baptist, Catholic, and Jewish houses of worship in the country.

The oldest of these is the First Baptist Church at 61 Church St. Founded in 1682, the church was redesigned in 1820 by Robert Mills, the first American-born architect and the designer of the Washington Monument. This structure is one of the earliest Greek Revival buildings in the nation. Morning services and Sunday school are held here on Sunday. Wednesday is Family Night, with supper and a prayer service. A concert series here features organ recitals and chamber music programs. Call (843) 722-3896 or see fbcharleston.org.

In 1839 Saint Mary of the Annunciation Catholic Church was built at 89 Hasell St. This is the oldest Roman Catholic Church congregation (founded in 1789) in the Carolinas and Georgia. The church is famous for its stained-glass windows, oil paintings, and graveyard. Call (843) 722-7696 or visit sma.church.



Summers in Paris

One of the better walking-around stories down here about Charleston concerns an elderly pair of sisters who had fallen on lean times. Despite their circumstances, they insisted on telling everyone that nothing had changed and they were still summering in Paris. At night, when the rest of the town was asleep, they would slip out of their shuttered house and take their constitutional along The Battery. One night a child recognized them and wanted to say hello. Her mother held her back, saying, “No, dear, we don’t speak to them in the summertime. They’re still in Paris.” If this isn’t the story that made Charleston “the most civilized town in the country,” it certainly should be.



Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim, at 90 Hasell St., was founded in 1749 and is the oldest synagogue in continuous use in the US. According to synagogue records, it is the oldest surviving Reform synagogue in the world. Services are held Friday evenings and Saturday mornings. Call (843) 723-1090 or go to kkbe.org.

St. Michael’s Church, on the corner of Meeting and Broad Streets at the Four Corners of Law at 71 Broad St., was established in 1761. The simple and elegant structure with a walled graveyard has long been a landmark and can be seen in many of the paintings and photographs of the old city. Call (843) 723-0603 or see stmichaelschurch.net. Another beautiful church is St. Philip’s, 146 Church St., in the “bend of Church Street” near the corner of Church and Queen Streets. Visit stphilipschurchsc.org or call (843) 722-7734. Both of these churches have been lovingly sketched and painted by Elizabeth O’Neill Verner (see above) and many other Charleston artists.

Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church, often referred to as “Mother Emanuel,” 110 Calhoun St., was founded in 1816. Its present building has been in use since 1891. A Sunday morning worship services is held here, and a Bible study group meets on Wednesday. The church made national headlines after the mass shooting that killed nine congregation members in 2015. The congregation emerged from the tragedy as an even stronger pillar of Charleston’s African American community. Call (843) 722-2561 or see motheremanuel.com.

Gardens & Historic Plantations

Not only is there a lot to see and do in Charleston, but there is also a great deal just outside the city limits on the barrier islands—namely, Isle of Palms, Sullivan’s Island, Wadmalaw, Seabrook, and Kiawah. South of Charleston on Highway 17, the Savannah Highway, you’ll see the sign for Seabrook and Kiawah Islands. Turn here on Main Road to Bohicket Road and proceed exactly 7.3 miles to the sign for Angel Oak and turn right. The sandy road will look deserted (because it is), and you’ll think you’re on the wrong road. But stay with it for about a half mile and you’ll see a sight you will never, ever forget—the Angel Oak. It’s one of the true American wonders. Don’t forget your camera for this one. Best of all, admission is free. Call (843) 559-3496 or see angeloaktree.com for more information.

The Angel Oak may be the oldest living thing east of the Mississippi River—hundreds of (and perhaps a thousand) years old. A few Angel Oak specifics: height 66.5 feet; circumference 28 feet; area of shade 17,200 square feet; largest limb circumference 11.25 feet; largest limb length 187 feet. In other words, it has to be seen to be believed.

Backtrack just a bit to the intersection of Bohicket and Maybank Highway (Highway 700) and head toward Wadmalaw Island. Continue until you see the signs on the left for the Charleston Tea Garden at 6617 Maybank Hwy. No, they won’t read your tea leaves here, but they will show you all about how tea is grown, harvested, and produced to make American Classic Tea. You can take a factory tour and a trolley tour through the scenic 127-acre farm, America’s only tea garden. You can even bring your own picnic and spend the afternoon. Of course, you’ll have to take home a couple of your favorite flavors and maybe a teapot or two for your daughter or your neighbor collecting the mail while you’re gone. Call (843) 559-0383, ext. 4206, to schedule a visit, or take a look at charlestonteagarden.com. Trolley Tour tickets are $16 ages 12 and up, $8.50 ages 4 to 11 (slightly higher for less than 24 hrs. in advance).

In the opposite direction, 14 miles northwest of Charleston on Highway 61, is the site of America’s oldest landscaped garden, at Middleton Place, 4300 Ashley River Rd. The plantation was laid out on the banks of the Ashley River, and the grounds include an informative museum house in a restored flanker left standing from the original mansion, stable yards, a modern inn and restaurant, and one of the world’s most beautiful gardens.

One of the exhibits at Middleton is a freedman’s dwelling (Eliza’s house), furnished as it was in the 1870s when it was lived in by previously enslaved people who stayed on the plantation after the emancipation. A permanent exhibit on slavery and post-emancipation life in South Carolina and at Middleton Place, entitled “Beyond the Fields,” is shown here. It includes a panel listing over 2,800 names of men, women, and children enslaved by the Middletons between 1738 and 1865, middletonplace.org/explore/elizas-house/.


You will also see blacksmiths, potters, weavers, and carpenters who will explain and demonstrate what they are doing and tell you about the plantation’s history. The main house was built prior to 1741 but was burned by Union troops



















Other “Off the Peninsula” Stops

















	A red-tailed hawk, if it could read, could read the New York Times from a mile away. It can also kill a full-size crow by merely squeezing it with its talons.

	An owl can swivel its head 270 degrees.

	An osprey, if it finds that you can see into its nest, will build it higher.

	An osprey carries fish with the head forward and the tail behind to limit drag.
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