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Twenty-eight nights of the moon, and a love working for each turn of her light.
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Pull up a chair. This is love magic worked phase by phase, sign by sign, hour by hour. Every working here has earned its place over two thousand years of older hands. None of it needs a fat budget or a witch's pedigree. A pink candle, a grocery-store rose, a river pebble you charged yourself, and the moon overhead. That is the whole starting kit.

How to Use This Book

Read it once front to back to learn the timing. Then keep it by the kitchen for the night you work.

	Chapters One through Three set your timing: the phase, the sign, the hour.

	Chapter Four stocks your shelf with colors, herbs, and stones.

	Chapters Five and Six give you the two workhorse spells, moon water and the honey jar.

	Chapter Seven hands you the deep roots. You stand on solid ground when someone says this was all invented yesterday.

	Chapter Eight is the part to settle in your own chest before you strike a single match.

	Chapter Nine runs one full cycle start to finish, new moon to full.

	The Quick-Reference Cards at the back are for the night itself, when you want the answer fast and the kettle is already on.


Chapter One: Match the Phase to the Verb

Three different wants, three different phases. Before you light anything, get honest about which verb you actually mean. Most failed love spells are not weak. They are aimed at the wrong moon.

	New moon (dark sky, 0% lit): start. Drawing a love not yet here, opening a door. The three nights after the new moon hold the strongest pull for beginnings. Write your wish the first night you can spot the thin returning crescent and tuck the paper under a rose quartz on the windowsill.

	Waxing moon (crescent up to full): grow. Deepen what already breathes, turn a flirtation into something with weight. "Increase" is the operative word, the moon is filling and you fill with it.

	Full moon: charge and complete. The peak. The old witches split the full into three nights, each with its own temper. The night before builds and strains toward fullness. The exact full is raw power, the night for charging water and tools. The night after settles, the night for gratitude and sealing.

	Waning moon (full back down to dark): cut. This is the phase for ending a love that rots you, untangling from an ex who lives in your head paying no rent, sending off a third party who wandered into your house. "Decrease" is the word.

	Dark moon (the two or three nights of no visible moon): release the dead thing. A failed love you keep grave-tending. Pour it out here and walk away.


Keep a paper moon-phase wheel taped inside a kitchen cabinet, next to the tea. Most botched love workings trace back to ignoring it. Build a sweetening jar on a waning moon and the weeks pass with nothing to show, the sky shrinking what you asked it to grow.

Witch's note. Pick your verb first, your phase second. Start, grow, charge, cut, release. The verb is the whole spell. Everything after is dressing.

Chapter Two: The Sign Carries More Than the Phase

Phase sets the power. Sign aims it. A full moon means little when the moon sits in a sign that fights your intention. The moon changes sign every two and a half days. This is the cheapest, fastest way to sharpen a spell.

	Moon in Taurus: ruled by Venus, earthy and slow and sensual. The first choice for love drawing, loyalty, physical devotion, the slow-burn commitment that does not spook. The honey-jar sign.

	Moon in Libra: the other Venus sign. Partnership, fairness, reconciliation after a fight, the talk that ends in "us."

	Moon in Cancer: the moon rules here and feels everything. Tenderness, home-building, emotional safety, the love that wants to feed you.

	Moon in Pisces: dreamy and devotional, the soulmate pull. Good for longing, romance, the love letter you actually send.

	Moon in Leo: loud, warm, grand-gesture love. Passion and the wish to be seen and adored.

	Skip these for love: Scorpio turns possessive and obsessive (reach for it on purpose if you want intensity, but it bites the hand). Aquarius runs cold and keeps its distance. Capricorn is all duty and little warmth. Aries lights fast and burns out faster.


Pair a Venus-friendly sign with Friday, Venus's own day, and nothing in the sky works against you. You do not need a paid ephemeris for this. A free moon-phase app, or the back pages of a Llewellyn datebook, will tell you the sign tonight.

Chapter Three: Timing Down to the Hour

Most people stop at the phase. The old hands go finer, down to the planetary hour. Each day and each night splits into twelve uneven hours, and each hour answers to one of the seven classical planets in the Chaldean order: Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon.

	The Venus hour is your love window. The very first hour after sunrise on a Friday is always a Venus hour, a gift you get every week for free.

	The Moon hour suits anything you want fluid, growing, and not set in stone.

	Hours are not sixty minutes long. They stretch and shrink with the season. Pull the exact times from a free planetary-hours calculator set to your town, the numbers shift with your sunrise.


Now the warning that beginners miss and that ruins more love spells than bad herbs ever will: the void-of-course moon. When the moon has finished her last major aspect in a sign and drifts in the gap before entering the next, workings tend to fizzle. "Nothing will come of it" is the old line, and it holds. A gorgeous full moon in Taurus, on a Friday, in a Venus hour, still flops if the moon slid void an hour before you struck the match. Check the void times the same night you check the phase. They are printed in most witch almanacs and free on the astrology sites.

Check this before every working. Is the moon void of course right now? If yes, set the kettle down and wait for her to enter the next sign. A void moon swallows the best-built spell.

Chapter Four: Colors, Herbs, and Stones for Your Shelf

These are the ingredients to reach for, with what each one is doing in the spell. Buy none of it new if money is tight. A pink birthday candle, a grocery-store rose

Candle colors

	Pink: gentle love, friendship ripening into more, self-love. The everyday love candle.

	Red: passion and lust, the heat. It moves fast. Watch it.

	White: stands in for any color you lack, moon-pure, the wax of the old mansion images below.

	Silver or pale gray: the moon herself, Selene, intuition in matters of the heart.

	Green: Venus's second color, growth and the long green health of a partnership.


Herbs

	Rose: the spine of all love work. Petals, buds, hips, rose water, rose oil, any part carries it.

	Damiana: an old aphrodisiac, desire and vivid dreams. Smoked, brewed into a weak tea, or tucked dry into a jar.

	Lavender: tenderness and calm, peace between two people who keep snapping.

	Cinnamon: speed and fire, a single pinch to quicken any drawing. More than a pinch and it scorches.

	Jasmine: night-blooming and moon-ruled, sensual. Pick it after dark for the strongest scent.

	Yarrow: the old wedding herb, said to hold a love for seven years, and a nerve tonic for the courage to confess.

	Vervain: Venus and protection together, keeps a love clean of meddlers and gossip.


Stones

	Rose quartz: gentle love, the soft friend stone, the one to start with.

	Moonstone: the moon caught in rock, intuition and rising desire that swells with the waxing light.

	Garnet: committed passion, devotion, the deep red of staying through hard years.

	Green aventurine: Venus's heart-opener, and a few dollars a handful, the budget stone that earns its keep.



Chapter Five: Moon Water for Lovers


	Vessel: clean glass. A mason jar, a baby-food jar, a bowl, anything clear.

	Water: spring or filtered if you mean to drink it. Tap is fine for anointing candles and washing floors and thresholds.

	Timing: set it out at moonrise, bring it in before dawn. In most traditions the sun overwrites the moon's charge. Beat the light home. Full moon water runs strongest for love. New moon water carries fresh starts.

	Rose quartz: drop a tumbled piece in for gentleness and love. If you plan to drink it, rest the stone beside the jar instead, dye and grit on cheap polished stones are real and not for your tea.

	A small offering in the jar: one rose petal, a thread of saffron, or three drops of your own spit for a self-love batch.



	Anoint a candle: three drops drawn up the candle toward you to pull love in, drawn downward and away to send something off.

	Drink it: a splash in hot water with rose or hibiscus before a date, to steady your own heart.

	Bathe in it: half a cup in the tub with a handful of pink salt, dried lavender, and rose petals. This is the self-love bath the forums swear by.

	Bind a spell jar: moon water is the liquid that ties the dry herbs of a love jar together. Seal the lid well and watch for mold, pour out any batch that clouds.



Chapter Six: The Honey Jar, Step by Step


	The petition paper: write the target's name three times in a row. Turn the paper a quarter-turn clockwise. Write your own name three times across theirs, crossing and covering them. For a self-love jar, write only your own name. Some witches set the target's name in pencil and their own in permanent ink, the unerasable name rules the work.

	Circle the names: write your intention around them in one unbroken line, no lifting the pen, no gap where it closes. "Sweet to me, true to me, eyes on me." Bring the line back to where it began.

	The jar: a small jar of honey. Sugar or maple syrup will stand in, though honey is the slow steady classic. Fold the petition small and push it down into the honey. First taste a little off your finger and say it out loud: "As this is sweet to me, so I am sweet to them."



	Cinnamon, a pinch: heat and speed, draws faster.

	Rose petals, three, crushed: love proper, the Venus heart of the jar.

	Damiana, a teaspoon: passion and desire for the jars that want fire, not just friendship.

	A tag-lock (a hair, a thread, a clipped photo): ties the jar to the named person. Leave it out when you work on qualities and not a particular soul.

	A rose quartz chip: steadies the work toward gentle love and away from obsession.


	Working it: fix a small pink or red candle to the lid, melt the base and stand it upright, light it, let it burn all the way out. Repeat once a week, or every Friday, or each full moon. When you want to stir results, run the closed jar under hot tap water and shake it to get the honey moving again.

	The long game: a honey jar is a long commitment, not an overnight fix. Some keep one going for years to hold a marriage sweet. When the work is finished or the love has ended, do not bin it. Bury it in the earth or leave it at a crossroads and walk home without looking back.


Chapter Seven: The Old Bones, Where This Comes From


	Simaetha and the wryneck wheel. The oldest fleshed-out love spell we have sits inside a poem, Theocritus' Idyll 2, third century BCE. A woman named Simaetha, thrown over by a man named Delphis, works magic under the open moon and calls on Selene and Hecate. Her chant turns on an instrument she spins, the iynx. The iynx was a wryneck (Jynx torquilla, the woodpecker cousin that twists its neck near halfway round and was sacred to Aphrodite), bound spread to a small wheel, or a wax disc threaded on a doubled cord and spun. "Iynx, draw that man to my house" runs her refrain. The wheel turned, and the lover was meant to turn with it. You can spin a button on a loop of doubled thread tonight and speak the name on every whir. Leave the poor bird out of it.

	The agoge and the philia split. The classicist Christopher Faraone traced a hard gender line through Greek love magic. Men cast agoge, "leading" spells, hot and violent, make her burn and run to me, effigies bound and pricked. Women cast philia, affection spells, ointments smeared in a partner's clothes, herbs slipped into food, knotted cords, keeping a roving lover tender. Know which one you are really casting. Burning compulsion and patient sweetening are two different magics, and they cost two different prices.

	Selene, Mene, Hecate. The Greek Magical Papyri, the working spellbooks of Roman Egypt, are thick with lunar love. One entry is a "Prayer to Selene for any spell." Another consecrates the moon goddess Mene in twenty-eight forms, one face for each night of her round. Hecate stands behind both at the crossroads, where the old erotic magic always lived, boundaries and the dead and the work done after dark.

	Lunar Mansion 6, Al Han'ah, The Lovers. Older than the twelve sun-signs sit the twenty-eight lunar mansions, the moon's own houses, each a slice of sky near 12 degrees 51 minutes wide. The sixth, Al Han'ah ("the brand or mark," roughly 4 to 17 degrees of Gemini), is the love mansion. The medieval grimoires, Agrippa and the Picatrix, give one clear rite: when the moon enters this mansion, shape two images of white wax, set them face to face in an embrace, wrap them in white silk, and suffumigate them with amber and lignum aloes (aloeswood). The spirit named over the work is Dirachiel, or Nedeyrahe. The purpose, in the old words, is "to procure love betwixt two," a mark that does not scrub off. The thrifty version: two small figures pinched from beeswax or even bread dough, a wrap of any white cloth, and a stick of amber resin or sandalwood for the smoke.


Chapter Eight: Consent, and What It Costs


	Naming a specific person bends a will that is not yours. The old practitioners did it without a flinch. Many modern witches will not. There is a middle road the seasoned ones point to: work on qualities instead of a name. "Someone honest, warm, who wants the life I want," not "Steve from accounting." You draw the love without chaining one particular soul, and you spare yourself the lesson that Steve was a walking disaster the whole time.

	Never on a Tuesday. Tuesday answers to Mars, and his heat sours love work. The old rule holds: Friday for Venus, Wednesday evening for Mercury and the words between lovers. Keep Mars out of the bedroom.

	The return. "As this is sweet to me, so I am sweet to them" runs both ways down the road. Sweeten someone and you have agreed to be sweet in turn. Cut a cord on the waning moon and then grieve it in full, the cut comes clean only when you let the dead thing stay dead.


Chapter Nine: A Working You Can Run, New Moon to Full


	New moon night. Write your petition, qualities and not a name if you are wise. Set a jar of water on the sill with a rose quartz beside it. In a Venus hour, light a pink candle and read the petition aloud one time.

	Waxing Fridays. Each Friday in a Venus hour, hold the petition, anoint a fresh pink candle with three drops of your moon water drawn toward you, burn it a few minutes, then snuff it or pinch it out. Do not blow it out, blowing scatters the work.

	The night before full. Check the moon's sign and the void times. If she rides Taurus, Libra, Cancer, or Pisces and is not void, you are clear. Build your honey jar tonight.

	The exact full moon. Set the honey jar in the moonlight next to the water jar. Fix and burn the candle on the lid, speak your sweetening, and charge a fresh batch of moon water for the cycle ahead.

	The night after full. Gratitude and sealing. Thank Selene by name. Bury the petition or leave it at a crossroads if the work feels finished, or wrap it around the jar to keep feeding it.

	If you must cut instead of draw. Wait for the waning moon. Write what binds you, burn it in the flame of a black candle, and let the dark moon swallow the ash.


Quick-Reference Cards
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The Sign Card


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



The Day and Hour Card


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



The Shelf Card


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



A Blessing to Close
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