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Killer Mistress : The True Story of Tania Herman

Tania Lee-Anne Herman, better known in the Australian media as the body-in-the-boot or Mum-in-the-boot killer, was born in Rochester in 1996, just south of the city of Echuca. Echuca is a small town located on the banks of the Murray River and the Campaspe River in Victoria, with its name meaning “Meeting of the Waters” in the local Aboriginal dialect. The town has a population of just over 13 000 and is known as the paddle steamer capital of Australia. Tania was born into a simple, country family. She was the youngest of four children, and she enjoyed a safe and inspiring childhood. Tania was a promising junior swimmer, having won several titles at the state level, and had an incredible flair for the arts. Her lawyer, Julie Sutherland, commented later in her life that Tania “was the embodiment and quintessence of everything noble and decent which one comes to equate with country living, including a strong work ethic and getting on with life despite its vicissitudes.” As a high school student, she made money on the side by creating floral bridal hairpieces. None of her friends or family members would have said that Tania was suffering from any difficulties in her younger life, from an early age Tania learned to hide things that were causing her grief. This became something that was characteristic of her throughout her life in an attempt to not cause concern for others.  

Before she met “soul mate” Joe Korp who would eventually manipulate Tania into actions that would deprive her of twelve years of freedom, Tania had three significant relationships that left her in a damaged and compromised position. She also endured years of sexual abuse as a child, which she was told was “a special kind of love”. When she was older, Tania’s first marriage was to John Linton on Sep 26th, 1987 when she was just seventeen. Linton was older than Tania, and their relationship only lasted five months. After this time, Tania met a Columbian student when she was twenty-one and they had a two-year romance. During this time, Tania had her first child, but her partner was cheating on her and Herman eventually found out about the other woman. Her boyfriend left, and later married the woman that he was cheating on Tania with. Finally, in 1996, Tania married Paul Herman who was a charter boat operator in Queensland. Things seemed that they might start to become more stable for Herman. They had Tania’s second daughter and moved back to Echuca. However, her husband was a big drinker. Tania reported that her husband would at least go through several slabs and a bottle of bourbon each week and that this began to concern her. However, the real issue for Tania was when Paul became physically violent towards the end of their relationship. In Tania’s opinion, this behavior was fueled by his dependency on alcohol and she didn’t see a future for them if this continued. Tania left Paul in 2002. 

When Tania was 30, she was diagnosed with cervical cancer and had to undergo chemotherapy and radiation therapy for six months. Tania decided not to tell her family about her health issues. When she lost her hair, she claimed that she had shaved it for charity. Tania’s desire to keep the troubling news to herself might have made it easier for the manipulative man who was about to arrive on the scene and ask more of Tania than she ever believed she would be capable of doing. After a string of unsuccessful relationships and marriages, Tania, a vulnerable single mother of two, went in search of a new partner online. Unfortunately for her, she stumbled across Joe Korp.

Joe Korp, who was registered on the dating site as Joe Bonte, was posing as a single, self-employed builder. The factory worker was married to Maria Korp, a woman who had immigrated to Australia from Portugal with an earlier, failed marriage. Maria helped to build their house in North Melbourne, being the project bricklayer on the house and directly involved in much of its construction. Unfortunately, almost immediately after they moved in both partners began to express unhappiness in their marriage. Maria had a daughter, Laura, from a previous marriage, and she and Joe had their son Damien together early on in their marriage. When Joe initially connected with Tania in a chat room in October of 2003, he kept his marriage to Maria a secret. There are conflicting claims from different prosecutors as to when Tania became aware of the marriage, some claiming early on and others maintaining that Tania wasn’t aware for up to 12 months into their relationship. Whether Tania found out about Maria earlier or later is not of great concern, as this information did nothing to deter her from meeting up with Joe and planning their future life together. During this time, Joe was also seeking out other relationships online, but he provided Tania with a sense of security that he had been searching for her for his whole life. Sources did not report whether or not be actually met up with other women, but the frequency with which he was away from home and the number of times that he was visiting Tania suggest that he had several women. This period may have even been a test for several of these women as to who Joe determined would be capable of killing in the name of their love for him. 

The first time that Joe drove to Echuca to meet Tania in February 2004, she showed him the sights around town before having sex in his car down by the Murray River. Joe made many trips like this one over the coming months, hiring cars for the drive and telling Maria that he was in Sydney on business. Joe began to promise Tania the world, even going as far to say that he wanted to buy wedding rings together and have a ceremony in her house as a sort of temporary marriage until they were able to have a real one.  Joe promised children to Tania, a long life together, and her much-craved stability. From the moment that she met Joe, Tania began to act as if she was under a spell. Even Tania’s lease was registered under the name of Tania Herman Korp. When Paul Herman, one of Tania’s previous husbands, had a heart attack while working on a paddleboat, Joe attended the funeral with her. Paul’s family later remembered his face when Maria’s case was all over the television and newspapers, and some have even wondered whether Pau’s death might have occurred under suspicious circumstances. When Joe spoke to Tania, he described his then present marriage as unhappy and sexless, telling Tania how much he was looking forward to the life that they could share together when he was no longer with Maria. Joe assured Tania that the only reason that he hadn’t already left Maria was that Maria held incriminating evidence against him and had threatened to take this information to the police if he ever left her. Joe never specified what this information was, holding a lot of things back from Tania. Herman, however, couldn’t see this approach.

At this time, Joe became manipulative and domineering. Joe told Tania that he preferred her to only wear black, so those were the clothes that she donned. He told her to distance herself from her friends, so she became isolated. In a prison interview after the death of Maria Korp, Tania divulged information about her mindset at the time. “I think I was sort of brainwashed by him because I was so in love with him and he used to promise me the world — that we’d be married and we’d have a house and we’d have a family and ... it’s just one thing after another,’’ she claimed. Eventually, Joe even went so far as to ask her to move closer to him. Tania sold her house and moved to Greendale, by this time acutely aware of Maria and Joe’s children. All this time, Joe was finding and meeting up with other women online just as he had done with Tania, but she was unaware of this fact. It is also likely that Joe began to see more of Tania at this time due to her closer location, and that this led to Maria confirming her suspicions that her husband had a mistress. Little did Maria know that events were falling into place that would eventually result in her assault, attempted murder, and death. 

In Greendale, Tania enrolled her youngest daughter at the same school as Joe and Maira’s son Damien. She even went so far as to list Joe as the emergency contact for her child at the school’s office. By this time, Maria was aware that Joe was having an affair. One day, Joe came home to the locks changed and all of his belongings on the lawn. Maria had told friends and relatives about the weekends she spent alone as Joe was on his ‘business trips’. During this time, Joe moved in with Tania and he met members of her family, including her brother Stephen Deegan. However, after a brief period, Joe returned to Maria on Christmas Eve. He phoned Tania to assure her that there was still hope for them together, and this is when the pair first began to plot the death of Maria Korp. Tania has stated that the plans began up to a year before the day that she waited for Maria in her garage. During this year, there were a variety of plans including staging a burglary where Joe could bash her to death, and running over Maria with a car. Joe even looked into the cost of hiring a hit man. However, in the end, they settled on Tania taking Maria’s life, or what Joe always referred to as “taking care” of his wife, or “getting her out of the road.” As the two continued to discuss these ideas, they moved away from a fantasy where they might be able to live together and closer towards practical actions. It is difficult to say whether Joe genuinely wanted to live with Tania and have a future with her. Perhaps if there had been less of an investigation into the matter and he didn’t feel the need to incriminate Tania there would have been room for such a life. Either way, at this point, Tanis had no doubts that everything that they were planning was for the future of their love. 

During Joe Korps’s stay at Tania’s house, they discussed how to kill Maria at a pre-Christmas barbecue where her brother Stephen was present. Stephen later contacted the police on the 14th of February regarding the disappearance of Maria Korp, stating that his sister and Joe had talked about several ways of killing Maria in front of Stephen, including using a belt as a ligature. They also asked for Stephen’s opinion, saying “What’s the best way to knock someone off?” Stephen said that he had encouraged his sister to break off all contact with Joe, and that he “Was crazy and that she should get rid of this guy”. As he told police about her reluctance to stop seeing Joe, he noted that it was “Like he had brainwashed her.” Stephen also mentioned that in late January Joe was present again and that he and Tania spoke freely in front of Stephen about killing Maria. Furthermore, the night before Maria’s disappearance, Tania called Stephen and asked that he visit her as she had something to discuss. During this phone call, Tanis was considerably distressed and going through a moral dilemma. The following is Stephen’s account of that discussion as he stated it to the police:

"Tania told me that she and Jo were going to kill Maria. She was very



















d2d_images/cover.jpg
KILLER MISTRESS
"THE TRUE STORY
OF TANIA HERMAN

LinpA CARLISLE






