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			Dedication

			
		
    Since childhood, there has been one person whom I have admired and loved. His legacy remains until today; he was and is Guru Gobind Singhji. Dad would always talk about him, narrate his stories, and repeat his poems and bani, creating an unbelievable atmosphere. I always wanted to write and know about history of the Sikhs and Guru Gobind Singhji. How much ever I come to know about him seems so very little compared to what he was as a Guru and as an individual. 
He is the only king in history to have fought many battles, but not for money, not for land, and not for women. He fought only for truth, justice, the right to worship, and God. 
There has never been an individual who has wielded a sword and a pen and was equally good at them. He was a great swordsman who fought with courage and unbelievable strength; he was also a great warrior, writer, linguist, poet, and human who surpasses everyone's imagination. 
He could easily kill with a sword or his pen. He is Guru Gobind Singhji, Patshahi Dasavi/ Dasam pitch/ Dashmesh Pitah, and Badshah Darvesh. 
I dedicate this book to my father who in his younger days spent time at the Machchiwara Gurudwara and had read the Dasam Granth there. At that time it was a very small Gurudwara – just a small hut in fact that is what he said. Dad's favorite lines were 'Mitr pyare noon haal muridan da kehna…
Sul surahi, khanjar pyala, Bing kasaiyan da sehna  which he often repeated. This is for you DAD. I dedicate this book to my teacher who inspires me at every step of my life - to the "Rose", my dog Jacky and Ladoo my parrot, both have crossed the rainbow bridge.

      

    


Badshah Darvesh 

- Guru Gobind Singhji 

By

Harpreet Kaur Kapoor

––––––––
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Cover: Guru Gobind Singh on Horseback artist of Guler Kangra School, early 19th century
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Since childhood, there has been one person whom I have admired and loved. His legacy remains until today; he was and is Guru Gobind Singhji. Dad would always talk about him, narrate his stories, and repeat his poems and bani, creating an unbelievable atmosphere. I always wanted to write and know about history of the Sikhs and Guru Gobind Singhji. How much ever I come to know about him seems so very little compared to what he was as a Guru and as an individual. 

He is the only king in history, to have fought many battles, but not for money, not for land and neither for women. He fought only for truth, justice, right to worship and God. 

There has never been an individual who has wielded a sword and a pen and was equally good at them. He was a great swordsman who fought with courage and unbelievable strength; he was also a great warrior, writer, linguist and poet and a human who surpasses everyone’s imagination. 

He could easily kill with a sword and he could easily kill with his pen. He is Guru Gobind Singhji, Patshahi Dasavi/ Dasam pitah/ Dashmesh Pitah and Badshah Darvesh. 

I dedicate this book to my father who in his younger days spent time at the Machchiwara Gurudwara and had read the Dasam Granth there. At that time it was a very small Gurudwara – just a small hut in fact that is what he said. Dad’s favorite lines were ‘Mitr pyare noon haal muridan da kehna...

Sul surahi, khanjar pyala, Bing kasaiyan da sehna  which he often repeated. This is for you DAD. I dedicate this book to my teacher who inspires me at every step of my life - to the “Rose”, my dog Jacky and Ladoo my parrot, both have crossed the rainbow bridge.
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Gobind Rai was born with a holy mission of which, he tells us in his autobiography “Bachittar Natak”. In it, Guru Gobind Singh tells us how and for what purpose he was sent into this world, by God. He states that before he came into this world, as a free spirit he was engaged in meditation in the seven-peaked Hemkunt Mountain (where gurudwara Hemkunt Sahib is located now): 

“ab main apnikatha bakhano; 

tap sad-hat jehbidh moheano. 

Hemkunt parbat hai jahan, 

Sapat sring sobhat haitaha, 

Sapat sring tahnam kahava pand raj jah jog kamava.  

tah ham adhiktapasyasadhi” 

(Now I relate my own story as to how I was brought here, while I was absorbed in deep meditation. The site was the mountain named Hemkunt, with seven peaks. That mountain is called SaptShring (seven-peaked mountain), where the Pandavas practised ascetism. There I was absorbed in deep meditation on the supreme power. 

Chun kar az hameh heelate dar guzasht

Halal ast burden bi-shamsher dast


-  Guru Gobind Singhji, Zafarnama


[When all has been tried, yet justice is not in sight it is then right to pick up the sword. It is then right to fight.]

"If we consider the work, which (Guru) Gobind (Singh) accomplished, both in reforming his religion and instituting a new code of law for his followers, his personal bravery under all circumstances; his persevering endurance amidst difficulties, which would have disheartened others and overwhelmed them in inextricable distress, and lastly his final victory over his powerful enemies by the very
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