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Introduction

As you begin reading Boyfriend 101, you will encounter the stories of men in whose experiences you may see yourself mirrored. It should be a relief for you to discover you’re not alone in finding dating a sometimes difficult endeavor. You may also discover there is no such thing as the perfect date or the perfect relationship. Dating is a process that often leads to a highly desirable result—a long-term, loving relationship. But dating is more than a means to an end. It can be an end in itself. It’s a process that I ask you—and you should ask yourself—to be open to.

LAWRENCE, THIRTY-ONE

Lawrence, a thirty-one-year-old graphic designer, came to me for a consultation because he felt his dating life was “in the pits.” He went on several dates a month, but they never seemed to amount to anything more than a friendly dinner or, occasionally, a prelude to sex. Some guys he really liked would not return phone calls after the first date; or he wouldn’t return the calls of others who really liked him, if he felt they didn’t “click.” Lawrence feared he was just part of “The Big Chase”: men running after one another, but not really connecting in any meaningful way.

Lawrence’s past relationships included a semester-long romance his senior year of college and a five-month involvement with a guy he met at his gym. His other “relationships” were really serial flings, each lasting no longer than a month. Not having a long-term relationship made Lawrence ashamed, since he felt that all of his friends and acquaintances were happily coupled. He believed he had to meet someone by the time he reached thirty—and had sworn to himself that he would—because he felt certain the pool of attractive, available men would diminish as he grew older.

I told Lawrence there’s no shame in not having met a man by age thirty-one. In my work as a relationship counselor in the gay community, I have witnessed men meet life partners at thirty, forty, and fifty years of age, and beyond. Age—which is just a number in the head—can cause needless panic unless we’re gentle with ourselves and accept wherever we’re at along the dating spectrum. Finding a mate is not a race. Some men even choose to remain single, happily.

Lawrence primarily met eligible men at bars/clubs or through online gay dating services. It wasn’t hard for Lawrence to meet guys in bars, particularly after a few drinks, but getting a little drunk almost always led to bringing someone home for sex and often never seeing him again. And meeting singles online was not as successful as he thought it might be. He posted a sexy photo of himself—wearing Levi’s but no shirt—which mostly attracted guys who only wanted sex. Lawrence felt flattered by these sexually charged responses, but the experience amounted to nothing more than virtual cruising.

He got a new photo—this time, with a shirt—and although he attracted fewer men, the responses were more serious. Among the ten or so guys he met through the dating service, two were really top-notch, but—when they met for coffee—didn’t turn him on sexually. Lawrence was confused. How can guys be attractive in so many ways, but not sexually? I had to tell him it can sometimes take more than a few dates to feel sexual attraction. Besides, I suggested, in the future he should not close himself off to the possibility of meeting men who might become friends.

Like Lawrence, men new to the dating scene—or returning to dating after a long-term relationship ends—can benefit from creating a dating action plan. A coherent, well-organized plan of action provides structure for what can otherwise be an overwhelming experience. Again, dating is a process. Husbands don’t land at your door just because you wish it would happen! As part of the dating strategy Lawrence and I created, he planned to:

• expand his network of gay friends, thereby providing a firm emotional foundation for his personal life

• determine precisely what he wanted and needed in another man

• join two gay organizations (social, sports, religious) over a one-month period, and attend at least three organizational events

• rewrite his online profile and also write a personal ad for his local gay newspaper

• make two to four dates a month

• keep to this simple guideline: no sex for the first three dates

The easiest part of Lawrence’s dating plan was joining two gay organizations: he chose a local gay political group and became a member of the Gay Men’s Chorus. Within two months, he had begun cultivating several new friendships and was linked to a larger network of gay men.

Previously, Lawrence had not really thought about what he wanted and needed in another man. As long as a guy was smart, good-looking, and had a job, Lawrence thought he was a good catch. Qualities like honesty, emotional support, commitment, and stability did not appear on Lawrence’s dating radar screen. When I asked Lawrence to make a list of what he wanted in another man, he was a bit shocked to realize he had let these factors slip by him in the past.

Lawrence went on three dates within six weeks of our first consultation. “No sex for the first three dates” was the most difficult challenge for him, as it is for most gay men. Concentrating on getting to know someone, and opening oneself up to another man, is, undeniably, tough work: after the first couple of dates, Lawrence’s impulse was either to call it quits or to have sex with the guy and then end it. But really dating—consciously—means growing up and making informed choices about who we want in our lives as friends, family, and lovers. It takes time, commitment, and perseverance to get the love we want in our lives.

Lawrence met Andrew, a thirty-six-year-old journalist, at a political fund-raiser, and was captivated by his boyish good looks and engaging personality. They exchanged numbers and, the next day, arranged to meet for dinner. The evening went off without a hitch, except at the end, when Andrew invited Lawrence back to his place and Lawrence said he didn’t want to go home with Andrew since he didn’t want to start “fooling around” on the first date. Andrew insisted that they didn’t have to “fool around”—he just wanted to have Lawrence over for coffee. Lawrence agreed, but got more than the coffee he’d bargained for. As soon as Andrew shut his apartment door, they started kissing. In ten minutes, they were in bed having what was, for Lawrence, intense sex. The next day, Lawrence called Andrew and left a message on his machine saying what a wonderful time he had had. No return call. Lawrence called Andrew three times over the next week and still got no response. Finally, Andrew e-mailed him: “Lawrence—Sorry for not getting back. Been overwhelmed with work. Will be in Japan on business for a week and will call you when I get back. Andrew.” But Andrew never called.

Lawrence couldn’t understand. “I definitely got mixed signals. During sex, Andrew told me, ‘You’re so handsome. I could easily fall in love with you. I’m not going to let you slip by!’ Why would he say that and not return my calls?” He asked me if he should call Andrew again.

I said no. Lawrence’s best bet was to move on and date other guys. He and Andrew shared an intense sexual experience, but nothing more. Lawrence finally saw how easily gay men can be tempted—and frustrated—by sexual play once they are given the chance (in this case, when he accepted Andrew’s invitation to come up to his apartment). Sex is a wonderful thing, but a must for the conscious dater is to get to know a man before having sex.

As time went on, Lawrence found himself able to date men with less drama, and actually to have a good time during the process. He was no longer consumed with finding a man, and his desperation and neediness receded. As a result, after he met Santiago at a Gay Men’s Chorus event and they dated a couple of times, though the relationship did not work out romantically, Santiago and Lawrence became good friends.

WHAT YOU’LL FIND IN THIS BOOK

My life experiences include working as a teacher, counselor, school principal, community activist, and, for the last decade, a dating and relationship coach within the gay community. As a coach, I have met thousands of gay men at my workshops throughout the United States. I love my work as a dating coach. I see men longing, at the deepest level, for an intimate, sensual, emotionally satisfying relationship. Not all gay men are just looking for sex. Gay men are no different than any other members of our society. We, too, have a powerful urge to create lasting partnerships.

One man was so keen on finding a man, he posted “WANTED” flyers around the city describing his assets and what he was after. Another man taped an open letter on a telephone pole, headed “I’m Available But Hate Singles Scene,” and listing his harrowing experiences as a single man as well as how to reach him. I wouldn’t suggest going to such lengths to find a man, but I do suggest that gay men ask themselves fundamental questions: Why do you want to date? What do you want to get out of dating? Perhaps you want more out of life, or something intrinsic seems missing. Freud said that, fundamentally, people are looking for happiness in two parts of their lives: love and work. Many men who come to see me are doing well in their careers, but their romantic life is lacking. Perhaps, for you, dating is a way of coming out—to yourself, about what you truly need.

Is dating a vehicle for broadening your social life? Some men develop their best friendships through dating. It is not uncommon for men to remain friends even after their romantic relationship ends. And I believe some gay men need to form deep friendships before they can move on to a steady boyfriend. These men—often isolated in high school and college—never learned the give-and-take of friendship, which forms the building blocks of more intimate relationships. It’s vital that men sustain friendships over a period of time before they look for a partner for life.

Are you interested in raising a family? Today, you’re likely to see gay couples with their kids at McDonald’s or going to the playground together. Do you want to adopt, or find a surrogate mother?

Do you want to settle down? Do you see life passing faster than you could have imagined? When you hear “Carpe diem,” does it suddenly mean more than it used to? Are you tired of living as a gay man perpetually in the fast lane?

It’s not uncommon for men to tell me that they hope to grow old with someone. One man told me he wanted to share the seasons of life with a longtime companion. Some men feel an awakening inside, telling them to take more risks, to break out of their safe cocoons, really to embrace change.

So who is this book for?

• men who have just come out, men brand-new to the dating scene, and shy guys—men who need thorough, basic training in the fundamentals of dating

• men who date sporadically, but are not clear on what they want and need in another guy, or what they themselves bring to the dating table

• men who date a lot, but who have a history of meeting emotionally unavailable men and need a compass that will direct them to the best places to find a romantic partner

• men who are in the beginning stages of a relationship and need training in how to get along with their partner without self-sabotage

• men looking to move their relationship beyond the “taking it for granted” stage to a new level of soulful intimacy, one that challenges them to reveal more of who they are and to trust each other in the process

As a dating and relationship coach, I have had an incredible opportunity to see firsthand what ails the present gay-dating scene: men looking for the perfect body; guys not returning phone calls and performing disappearing acts; singles with attitude problems; and guys not being able to see past their penises. In this book, I address why it is so difficult for gay men to connect, and what prevents even the best and brightest among us from seeing our own strengths. I discuss how internalized homophobia can sabotage the best of intentions and thwart our search for true love. And I challenge all daters to throw out habitual patterns of self-judgment and perfectionism, making the case that one does not have to have the perfect body, to jeopardize his value system, or to lose his soul in his search for a boyfriend.

Dating is not rocket science. It is a skill that can be taught. And Boyfriend 101 is intended to be practical, result-oriented, and—most of all—fun. I will teach you the technology of dating: the hows and wheres of meeting a mate, and what to do once you find him.

Boyfriend 101 should be useful to men all along the dating spectrum, from those who have just come out to those who are reentering the dating scene after a period away. As your coach, I’ll be there for as you make your way through the dating world. Whatever your background and experience, I’ll be in your corner, rooting for you.

For men with dating experience, I ask for a quick review of your personal history. Is your dating erratic and unfocused, as you wait for the right man to magically appear? Do you date on a regular basis, but meet only emotionally unavailable people? Take a look at the places you go to meet other singles and ask yourself if they really work for you. Perhaps you have the impulse to have sex too soon after you meet a guy, or you meet people online with no intention of taking the next step, of progressing from a virtual to an actual date.

What about your relationship history? Ask yourself, honestly, whether you find it difficult to maintain relationships beyond a few weeks or months. Facing tough situations—not always looking to bolt—is a sign of a mature dater. Let me show you the communications skills essential to any long-lasting, healthy relationship.

For those of you who have limited experience with dating, I ask that you consider the following questions:

• Do you procrastinate about going out on dates?

“I have nothing to wear” . . . “I’ll start dating next month” . . . “I’ve got to lose a few pounds first” . . .

• Do you confuse getting laid and dating?

You have only one thing on your mind: s-e-x. “When and where can I get him into bed?”

• Do you spend more time at the gym, Banana Republic, and Pottery Barn than you do with available singles?

You’ve become a slave to the gym and shopping. Dating is way down on your list of priorities.

• Do you obsess about getting older and not finding a mate?

You live with the fear that there’s not enough time and that the pool of available single men is dwindling.

• Do you indulge in “rescue fantasy”—imagining “somebody will take care of me”?

For you, finding a man is like finding the magic bullet.

• Are you obsessed with your body image?

You think your body is not perfect, that there’s always something that needs to be improved.

• Do you fear weekends, particularly Saturday nights?

Panic sets in and you’ll do anything to avoid the pain of being home alone.

• Do you like to talk about relationships as opposed to being in one?

You may indulge in relationship theory, but don’t have a clue as to how to meet other guys.

• Are you drinking too much and/or abusing drugs?

You find emotional comfort in the bottle, or that happiness depends on getting high.

• Are you attracted to totally unavailable men?

This is certainly a way of not getting what you want and need, of forestalling happiness in your life.

• Do you feel like an outsider in the gay community? Do you feel yourself inferior to other gay men?

You may feel rebellious and angry toward the gay community, as well as abandoned.

If you answered yes to any of these questions, Boyfriend 101 will help you take the right course of action. You may take baby or giant steps, but you’ll take the steps no matter what, because your goal is very clear: to meet a man for a long-term relationship.

Dating, for most men, requires using a whole new set of muscles. As you work these muscles, you may hear moans and groans—your own. That’s the sound of your dating life being born.

As you move through this book, you will develop many new skills that will provide a strong foundation for your dating life. You’ll customize your own dating tool kit, filled with conversation builders, flirting techniques, and action plans—and then you can carry the tool kit anywhere, anytime, whether you’re in a bar, a movie line, at a singles event, or vacationing in Provincetown.

You’ll learn how to capitalize on strengths you didn’t even know you possessed. You’ll discover icebreakers that will enable you to start a conversation with ease. I will teach you how to find men who meet your needs, and how to gain or regain your confidence with other singles by knowing what to say and do on the first date. You’ll learn how to negotiate safer sex. I’ll discuss “types”—and offer practical tips for adding diversity to your dating experience by dating outside your type. You’ll find the top 100 places to meet adorable men.

Boyfriend 101 may be challenging. That’s my intention: to move you out of your comfort zone, so that you can see yourself and others from a new perspective.

Many of my client stories are based on composites, and—to respect confidentiality and maintain complete anonymity—all names have been changed. But you’ll hear the real voices of real men, speaking the truth—from the gut—about themselves and the gay dating scene.

I am a prisoner of hope. I don’t give up. I hope you won’t, either. This book will provide a “dating map,” to guide you on your journey: the adventure of your life! Stay the course.

My fondest wish is that you learn to be an inspiration to yourself, and become the ideal boyfriend.


 


CHAPTER 1

Getting Started

From the early days of Gay Liberation until the early 1980s, the primary place for meeting gay singles was bars. The bar scene was the hub of gay life. In bars, men dished, met new friends, fell in love, and broke up. Every gay traveler carried the Damron Address Book, the bible of gay travel. With the onset of AIDS in the early eighties, the golden age of bars ended. Suddenly, there were vastly more important things to do—ministering to others; taking care of one’s own health—than hanging out in bars. With the decreasing importance of bars in the culture, new ways of relating emerged, as gay men sought alternatives to bars as places to socialize and to shelter themselves from the storm outside.

By the early 1990s, dating patterns for gay men had undergone a profound change. Previously, men met and either fell in love at first sight and became lovers fairly quickly, or had sex and, if it didn’t work out, moved on. One rarely heard—let alone used—the “D” word. It sounded too straight. It took too much time. The expectation of immediately having sex with a man was so ingrained in gay culture that the idea of postponing what was only “natural” seemed old-fashioned and sex-phobic. To be gay was to have sex. Now.

The ritual of dating became a new phenomenon. New organizations sprang up across the United States, and gay community centers became an alternative hub of gay life, where one could meet other gay singles in a non-bar environment. Many men rubbed elbows with lesbians for the first time at gay centers, and experienced firsthand another model of same-sex coupling. Few lesbians were looking for the absolutely “perfect” body as much as gay men—or for immediate gratification.

Some men recoiled at the concept of dating, because they were afraid of intimacy—and still held on to the myth that the pre-AIDS period of sexual experimentation constituted the glory years. But those days are gone forever. The paradigm shift from bars, cruising, and immediate sex to dating, courtship, and long-term relationships defines today’s gay landscape.

WHAT IS A DATE?

You’re having a date when you meet a guy at a specified place and time in pursuit of the possibility of future romantic involvement. The operative words are possibility and future; throw the notion of immediate gratification out the window, because delayed gratification is part of the new paradigm.

Gay “dating” in the past was about immediacy, quickness, get-in-and-get-out, secrecy, fuck buddies, no commitments—there was always an exit. In no way do I condemn these patterns. Many gay men seized these opportunities as a means to explore their sexuality and to resist the heterosexist norms that had repressed them. No gay men wanted to be told what to do in bed or out of it.

The paradigm shift brought to gay singles the challenge of a new approach to intimacy. Learning how to date men, rather than just have sex with them, includes acknowledging and accessing what I call our “inner teenager.” The inner teenager is the playful, shy, sexy, seductive, self-conscious, scared, and romantic part of us that wants to go out on dates, but may not possess the social and emotional skills to do it. There’s a negative side to the inner teenager as well—the inner voices of temper tantrums. The adult part of us—the grown-up who can operate quite efficiently in the world—needs to take care of his inner teenager, or the inner teenager will rebel and make his life miserable.

Our inner teenager can make our career and work life seem like a death sentence if his needs don’t get met. The inner teenager wants to come out and play, and requires the adult part of us to mentor him through the process. The inner teenager has a “dark” side that can tyrannize us and prompt us to act out on impulse.

Below are the voices of the inner teenager and—with mature responses—his adult:

TEENAGER: I’m afraid of asking him out.

ADULT: I’m going to call him this evening after work.

The inner teenager may appear cocky on the outside, but deep down inside he may lack the confidence and the social skills to ask a man out on a date. The inner teenager mumbles, fumbles, and makes everything a big deal. Being turned down becomes catastrophic.

Teenagers live with a heightened sense of reality; for them, everything is either “totally cool” or “totally bad.” Adults need to provide balance, security, and perspective, and to de-escalate from all-or-nothing thinking. While the inner teenager is scared, the adult will show him that actions can be taken in spite of fear.

As an adult, you should find a comfortable place to make the call for a date: take a deep breath, dial the phone, and ask your guy out. Your inner teenager will be enormously appreciative!

TEENAGER: I want to get into shape.

ADULT: I’m going to watch my diet. I’m going to start working out, at least three times a week.

Teenagers can be undisciplined, so they need a lot of structure. A teenager may have a desire to get into shape, but McDonald’s and Taco Bell may get in the way. Though the teenager may want to be king of the world, he is also very self-conscious about his body. The mature adult puts together a plan to get into shape, and sticks to it. The goal is to look great, on your own terms, so that your inner teenager can show off his body with confidence and pride.

TEENAGER: I’m scared he won’t like me.

ADULT: I have a lot to offer him. I’m bringing a lot to the dating table.

The inner teenager is afraid of rejection. He wants to feel included and to have a sense of belonging. He feels all eyes are on him and doesn’t want to “mess up.” The adult in each single man must appreciate and acknowledge his assets and, like a peacock, strut his stuff to the world. The adult feels secure enough in himself not to take each rejection as a referendum on his value as a person.

TEENAGER: I want my dick sucked!

ADULT: When I do have sex, I make sure it’s safe.

A teenager’s raging hormones produce an enormous sexual appetite that insists on being satisfied. Some teenagers will have sex anytime, with anyone, throwing caution to the wind. They don’t think about safe—or safer—sex. The adult must take care of his inner teenager by promising safe sex—and by proving that safer sex can make him happy.

TEENAGER: I want what I want, and I want it now!

ADULT: I need to understand that dating takes time. I’m not going to rush things.

Some teenagers have poor impulse control and find it quite difficult to delay gratification. Putting off short-term pleasure for a long-term goal is anathema to many young people. They want to see results yesterday. The grown-up gay man must temper his inner teenager’s desire for immediate pleasure by setting realistic dating goals—for instance, going on as few as three dates per month. The grown-up can promise his inner teenager that he will meet some wonderful men, but must explain that it will likely take time, patience, and persistence.

Embrace the inner teenager—both his positive and negative sides. He needs to be told what to do in a sensitive way—gently, but sometimes firmly.

Remember that the adult is in charge—that if the inner teenager takes charge, he arrests your development. But if the inner teenager is totally denied, you may become a repressed and isolated man, losing the will to risk and live. The adult who encourages the positive in the inner teenager will celebrate and love the inner child who wants to come out and play.

A GAY RITE OF PASSAGE

There is a unique queer-developmental stage that most gay men must go through before accessing their inner teenager—colloquially, the slut stage; or, more demurely, the gay rite of passage. Gay men cannot discover their inner teenager and integrate him into their life until they pass through this gay rite of passage. Many straight boys can “sow their wild oats” without being judged; often, they are looked upon as exhibiting normal, healthy development. Many gay adolescents, though, have had to stifle their sexuality totally or to be secretive about what they have done and with whom, in order to avoid societal stigma or censure—sometimes even violence.

The gay rite of passage is a natural part of growing up gay and coming out completely as a gay man. This passage can take place during the early or late twenties, the thirties, the forties, or even later. Some men don’t even realize they’ve gone through their gay rite of passage until years later.

Keith, thirty-six, spent fifteen years in an ashram as a celibate, and then arrived in San Francisco with barely a thousand dollars to his name. He shared an apartment with two other men, got a job at a local bookstore, and started to visit the Castro, meet guys, and have sex. He was never into public sex (backrooms, tearooms), preferring a warm bed instead. His sexual appetite astounded him: he never seemed to get enough. Keith enjoyed every moment of his gay rite of passage. He was slowly shedding his ethereal, sweet, “yoga boy” image, and was delighting in his newfound sexual freedom. But after about a year of his sexual dalliances, Keith was totally exhausted, and he announced to his friends that his period of sexual experimentation was coming to an end. He met Anthony, a massage therapist, at a yoga conference. They immediately hit it off, and began dating steadily.

It’s important that gay men not feel guilty about such a rite of passage, and that they enjoy it while it lasts. Sex is as natural as eating—if we didn’t eat, we’d starve, and sex-deprivation can starve us emotionally. (If you’re from a religious tradition that is homophobic and sex-negative, I suggest you find a spiritual path that affirms your gay sexuality. Your other option is to stay within your religious group and fight for change, but this can be very problematic if you’re dealing with entrenched, dogmatic beliefs.)

From my observation, the gay rite of passage lasts from six months to two years for most gay men. At some point, gay men intuitively know that it’s over: “Been there—done that—now I need to move on to find a man.” Remember, it’s a developmental stage. Moving beyond the rite of passage is part of growing up. (The rite is not a way of life. You’re not looking for tenure.) The gay rite of passage has ended when a man has integrated his sexuality into his dating and love life, and embraced his inner teenager.

Men stuck in the slut stage may have intimacy issues, or may be sexually compulsive, or may be terrified by the thought of dating. Intimacy issues can be dealt with in one-on-one or group therapy sessions. Sexually addicted men may choose to do sexual recovery through SCA—Sexual Compulsives Anonymous—in order to stop “acting out” and to develop a customized plan of healthier sexuality. As for men who are terrified of dating: I suggest they read this book from cover to cover!

TEN MYTHS OF DATING

Gay culture is rife with myths about gay dating patterns that just aren’t true. Myths can take on a life of their own. One gay man says, “All men with blond hair are bottoms,” and Joe in Chicago repeats it to his friend Rob in Boston. Thus, a myth is born. Soon, gay men everywhere begin to believe that all men with blond hair are bottoms, without any real evidence to back it up.

“Myth” is a nice word for misinformation. If not addressed, dating myths, at best, confuse the average dater, and, at worst, distort reality.

Myth #1: All the Good Guys Are Taken

Peter came to my Christmas workshop, “I Saw Michael Kissing Santa Claus.” He’s a six-foot-tall yoga teacher who is studying to be an interfaith minister. A pleasant man with beautiful blue eyes, Peter is friendly, but a bit shy. Still, I think he’s a good catch. When I asked the guys to break up into groups of four to discuss desirable internal and external qualities, I noticed Peter looked a little lost, unable to find a group to hook up with. He said he was feeling really nervous. I told him to, at least, introduce himself to the men in the group.

I met Peter a month after the workshop, and he was dating Bill—a man from that group. He loved what Bill had said that night, and it had given him the confidence to share his thoughts and feelings. The two exchanged numbers and, shortly, started dating. Two beautiful souls—Peter and Bill—unexpectedly hooked up. These guys were not taken, and they were available for love!

When a gay man says all the good guys are taken, he’s giving his power away. Men who don’t want to take responsibility for their own dating life, preferring to live as the eternal, whiny victim—or, shall we say, the tragic queen—will never find happiness.

And what does it say about a gay man’s self-esteem when he knows he’s available but still believes this myth? Does he think he’s not a “good guy”? Why would a gay single devalue himself so much? I believe it’s because many gay men don’t acknowledge or appreciate their own qualities. They think everyone out there is better than they are, and that’s not true, either.

Myth #2: Dating Is Easy

Donald, a thirty-three-year-old computer programmer, works long hours at his job, sometimes sixty-hour weeks. He entered the dating scene hoping it would be easy, and it wasn’t. We set up a dating schedule for him, blocking out time each week for “dating and fun.”

The myth that dating is easy supports the assumption that “I don’t have to take any action; I can sit in my rocking chair on the front porch and wait for someone to come to me.” I know men who love their jobs/careers and men who hate their jobs/careers. You don’t have to love dating to succeed, but you must be open to it, and you have to recognize that there is work involved.

I believe the work of dating is more about emotional than hands-on stuff. That’s why there must be some payoff to dating—and I don’t mean sexual. With work, you get































































































































	great teeth 	crossword puzzle fanatic 

	handsome face 	nice nose 

	fantastic swimmer 	cute butt  

	excellent gardener 	great hiker  

	accomplished musician/artist 	dedicated yachtsman  

	scholarly historian 	own my own business  

	fine fiction writer 	ran the marathon  

	appreciate antique furniture 	great dancer  

	committed to working out 	raised two children  

	do a lot of volunteer work 	speak three languages  

	budding screenwriter 	won two wrestling contests  

	sense of humor 	S/M activist  

	dedicated teacher 	great at magic tricks  

	soccer coach 





















	innerly peaceful 	childlike 

	balanced 	thoughtful 

	self-reliant 	sincere 

	resilient 	inner-directed 

	committed 	determined 

	persevering 	creative 

	joyful 	spiritual 

	serious-minded 



























































	warm smile 	likes dogs 

	mustache/facial hair 	likes cats 

	sincere 	open-minded 

	has own business 	self-starter 

	physically fit 	smoker 

	churchgoer 	nonsmoker 

	confident 	deep voice 

	likes to drive 	enjoys family 

	enjoys money 	likes sports 

	bald 	likes outdoors 

	nice eyes 	protective 

	hairy chest 	great pecs 

	likes computers 	soul mate 

	likes to eat out 	committed 

	a teddy bear 	good investments 

	a big bear 	enjoys dinner parties 

	sense of humor 	good balance between spending and saving money 

	nurturing 	likes to go to clubs 

	great cook 	likes to play cards with friends 

	sensitive 	believes in Higher Power 

	loyal 	enjoys having family over 

	likes his job 	likes to attend soccer games 

	on a spiritual path 	meditates 

	appreciates Eastern religions 

	likes to dance 	chants 

	thoughtful 	likes to smell me 

	intelligent 	enjoys films 

	lives in the country 	likes ethnic food 

	great kisser 	full lips 

	bubble butt 	has naughty side 

	walks with confidence 	good dresser 

	wild imagination 	likes cuddling 

	romantic 	self-possessed 

	enjoys discussing current events 	good value-system 

	does Times crossword 	likes poetry 

	stable 	has good energy 

	not in debt 	wants children 

	good listener 	a friend of Bill W. 

	can balance checkbook 	into leather 

	mature 	enjoys nature 

	makes a good salary 	spontaneous nature 

	gives good massages 	homebody 

	enjoys politics 	Christian 

	likes to travel 	Jewish 

	buffed body 	Muslim 

	environmentally conscious 	agnostic 

	likes opera 	collects antiques 

	independent nature 	loyal 

	enjoys storytelling 	into animal rights 

	career-oriented 	top 

	supportive 	bottom 

	likes the theater 	versatile 

	enjoys espresso bars 	is gentle in bed 

	voracious reader 	is an animal in bed 

	speaks French 	visits museums 

	smooth body 	enjoys Bach 

	creative 	enjoys Vivaldi 

	wears glasses 	enjoys Mozart 

	enjoys cocktails 	age 35–46 

	city dweller 	of another race 

	likes gardening 	vegetarian 

	reads newspaper every day 
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