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This book is dedicated to my Uncle John and Aunt
Simone, who are celebrating their 70th wedding anniversary this
year; who were married the year I was born, 1950, and whom God has
blessed with a talented daughter, with long life, with health, and
with prosperity!






”Have a long life, peace be to you, and peace be to
your house, and peace be to all that you have.”

1 Samuel 25:6
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INTRODUCTION

This is the
eleventh book in the series titled, “The Word of God Library.” God
is leading His servant to have a few commentaries published, which
are the result of 40 years plus of study, combined with practical
experience. And while these commentaries are expository in nature
(that is, explained in some detail), they are still intended to be
devotional, heartwarming, and as practical as possible, to help
believers live out their faith in these last days of the present
age.

The reader should be aware that a short
background account of the life and ministry of the apostle Peter
has been included as part of Chapter one. Also, the Biblical text
of 1 Peter has been included as part of the commentary and has been
broken down into smaller sections, each beginning with an
italicized heading, for the benefit of the reader. The Bible
version being used in this book is the New American Standard Bible,
1995 Edition, which is the version that God led His servant to
start using back in 2002.

It should also be noted that there are also
four sections to the Addendum at the back of the book. Addendum A
is a brief outline of the four ages of time; Addendum B is a brief
outline of the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s
Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, in time; in Addendum C, we have a brief
look at God’s election unto salvation during the four ages of time
under the title, “Chosen of God for a purpose;” and then Addendum D
is a gospel presentation for how one may have a personal
relationship with God, for any readers who might not yet have this
vital relationship. It is highly recommended that one start with
the Addendum before one begins to read the book.

What should also be mentioned before closing
this Introduction is that after completing 21 years of formal
education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project
Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of a couple of
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been and is still serving
Him as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Please note the two websites listed below,
which have been established for the purpose of interacting with
readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my prayer is that God will richly
bless you as you read this book, and greatly minister to your every
need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor,
and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

















He was righteous, living only by God’s
righteousness, and He died for a sinful human race that we might
become righteous and live only by God’s righteousness!







CHAPTER ONE

1 Peter
1:1-25

Some background information regarding the
apostle Peter, as given by God in His word

What may prove useful as we begin is to have
some background information on who this man was that God was
pleased to give us part of His word through and which has come to
be known as ‘First Peter’ and ‘Second Peter,’ since God gave us two
separate letters through him that has come to be part of the New
Testament.

If we begin from before he was saved, that
is, before Peter came into a personal relationship with God through
faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, we need to start at John
1:40-44, where we read, “One of the two who heard John (the
Baptist) speak and followed Him (that is, God’s Son), was Andrew,
Simon Peter's brother. [41] He found first his own brother Simon
and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which translated
means Christ). [42] He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him
and said, "You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called
Cephas" (which is translated Peter). [43] The next day He purposed
to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him,
"Follow Me." [44] Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of
Andrew and Peter.”

Here we learn that Peter had a brother named
Andrew and that these two brothers were from Bethsaida, which is
situated on the northeastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. We also
note that Andrew was the first to find “Christ” and then brought
Peter to Jesus. We also learn that these two brothers had a father
named ‘John,’ and that Peter was called “Simon” before coming to
Jesus, who then gave him the name “Cephas,” which when translated
is Peter, which is the word “Petros” in the original Greek, which
means a rock or a stone.

Then not long after this, we learn from
Matthew 4:18-20 that God’s Son called both Peter and Andrew to
follow Him, which was their call to ministry, noting what we there
read, “[18] Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw
two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. [19] And He
said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." [20]
Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.” Here we see
that both Peter and Andrew were fisherman by occupation in this
world, that being on the Sea of Galilee in Israel. However, after
they were called by God’s Son to follow Him they were then to be
“fishers of men,” about which we will have more to say in a
moment.

Then not long after this, God’s Son called
twelve out of those disciples, who had believed in Him and were
following Him, designated them as ‘apostles,’ as we now see from
Luke 6:12,13, “[12] It was at this time that He (God’s Son) went
off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer
to God. [13] And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and
chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles…” And from
Matthew 10:2, we see that Peter was the first called, “Now the
names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee,
and John his brother…” The “first” here indicates that Peter was
not only the leader, but also the chief spokesman for the
twelve.

Then from Mark 3:14 we learn why God’s Son
chose twelve here and why He designated them as “apostles,” there
reading, “And He appointed twelve, so that they would be with Him
and that He could send them out to preach…” What we are to grasp
here then is that the word “apostles,” which is the Greek word
“Apostolos” in the original, literally means ‘one sent forth.’ And
from verse 14 here, we learn that they were sent forth “to preach.”
When we connect this to what God’s Son said to them at Matthew
4:19, when they were called to ministry, which was, “Follow Me, and
I will make you fishers of men,” we now see that they were to lead
souls to faith in God’s Son, which later became known as
‘evangelists’ (noting Acts 21:8; Ephesians 4:11; and 2 Timothy
4:5)

What is also noteworthy about the apostle
Peter is that he was part of The Lord Jesus’ inner circle of three
apostles, which also included James and his brother John. These
were the men who were allowed to be with God’s Son when He was
transfigured on the mountain, noting for instance Matthew 17:1,2;
when God’s Son raised a 12 year old girl from the dead, noting Mark
5:37-42; when God’s Son spoke of the tribulation period to come on
earth to end the second age of time, followed by the second stage
of His second coming, noting Mark 13:2-4; and when God’s Son prayed
to His Father in the garden of Gethsemane the night He was arrested
and sentenced to death, noting Matthew 26:36-38.

Then we should end our background information
on Peter by pointing out that he is often remembered for a number
of major events in God’s word. One being that it was Peter who was
enabled of God’s Son to walk on water, noting Matthew 14:28,29;
another is that it was Peter who correctly identified Who God’s Son
was, when he said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,”
noting Matthew 16:15,18; another is that it was Peter to whom God’s
Son said, “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock
I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower
it,” noting Matthew 16:18.

Another event which Peter is often remembered
for is when God’s Son referred to him as Satan, noting Matthew
16:21-23, which was when God’s Son told His disciples about His
impending death at the cross, with Peter immediately blurting out
that this should never happen to Him. It was also Peter, who cut
off the ear of the high priest’s slave, which was at the time that
God’s Son was arrested in the garden of Gethsemane, noting John
18:10. And then let us note a final one, which is when Peter
claimed that he was willing to die with God’s Son, which led God’s
Son to say to him that the rooster would not crow that night until
Peter had denied The Lord three times, noting Matthew
26:33-35,69-75 (with our need to realize here that if we had been
in Peter’s place, we would have done the same thing that he did,
for we are all indwelt of the same sinful human nature and all
upheld only by the grace and power of God as believers, or else we
too fall when left to ourselves apart from God). So let us try to
keep these things in mind as we now turn to look at God’s first
letter that He gave mankind through Peter.

1 Peter 1:1,2, God’s opening statement to
His letter to us

As we come to God’s first letter through
Peter, we note His opening statement to us at 1 Peter 1:1,2, where
we read, “[1] Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who
reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen [2] according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the
Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May
grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.”

God is here letting us know that it was
through Peter that He gave mankind this letter, which has come to
us as part of His word included in the New Testament. And as we
further see here, Peter is identified as being “an apostle of Jesus
Christ,” meaning, as we have noted in our background information on
Peter, that he had been chosen of God’s Son to be part of His
twelve apostles, having also earlier noted that an “apostle” was
one sent forth by God’s Son, in that Peter began his public
ministry only after God’s Son had ascended back to Heaven again. Up
until that time Peter and the other eleven apostles had been in
training, while God’s Son was on earth during His own three and a
half year public ministry.

Then we further see from verse 1:1 that the
primary recipients of this letter in Peter’s day were “those who
reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia, and Bithynia.” This will have no meaning for us until we
realize what took place after God’s Son did ascend to Heaven again,
as we see for instance at Acts 1:9-11, which was when God The
Father then sent The Holy Spirit to the earth to begin forming His
church on earth, which would be all the believers indwelt by the
one and the same Holy Spirit, forming the one spiritual body of
God’s Son on earth, while He is The Head in Heaven during this
present third age of time, noting Acts 2:1-4 with 1 Corinthians
12:12,13,27 and Ephesians 1:22,23.

Then starting at Acts 1:14, God had Peter
give the first sermon of the present third age, also sometimes
referred to as ‘the church age,’ where we see God continue building
His church on earth by saving 3,000 souls, who then became part of
the local church in the city of Jerusalem in Israel. Then at Acts
8:1, we see that God allowed a persecution to break forth against
His church, consisting of all the believers in that city, including
the apostles, which resulted in these believers being scattered, at
first only as far as “the regions of Judea and Samaria” (Acts 8:1),
but later we see from Acts 11:19 that the believers who had been
scattered due to that earlier persecution at Jerusalem kept going
further afield from there, spreading the word of God as they went,
so that more and more people became believers over the then known
world as people heard of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, and
placed their faith in Him.

Therefore, it is important that we grasp here
at the outset that Peter here in this letter is being led of God to
write down God’s word and send it to these scattered believers,
“who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.” The word “alien” here refers to
‘sojourners in a strange place, as those away from one’s own
people,’ which of course here speaks of the fact that these were
believing Jews from Jerusalem in Israel, who had been scattered to
parts of the then known world. And now God has Peter write down and
send them this letter to encourage them in the faith, since we must
remember that when they left Jerusalem, it was likely with just the
clothes on their back, leaving behind all their possessions, and
now trying to make a living wherever they had been led of God to
safely go, while making known God’s Son as they scattered! The
places mentioned here at 1 Peter 1:1 are all regions within present
day Turkey.

As God continues, He goes on to say at verses
1:1,2 that because these are believers, who were scattered due to
the persecution taking place at Jerusalem, then they, along with
every other believer of the present third age, are those “chosen
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be
sprinkled with His blood.” So we see that God mentions four things
that are true of such believers: 1) they were chosen of God The
Father in eternity past, before creation even took place and time
began to be marked, to be His at some appointed time during the
third age by believing in His Son and so be rendered a child of God
in salvation; 2) being then set apart as a vessel for God’s use
only; 3) so that as now a child of God by His grace, power, love,
and mercy, one might obey Jesus Christ, which is done by living in
accordance with God’s word, by which God’s will for one’s life is
known; and 4) as those now under the blood of God’s Son, in the
sense that His death on the cross on behalf of a sinful human race
was the basis for God forgiving one’s sins in salvation.

And since these things are true for each one
of these believers, then God adds in closing His opening statement
to them, “May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.” In
other words, because they were now God’s children and part of His
family due to God having saved them to accomplish this, then God
The Father wants them to have His grace and peace rest on them to
the fullest measure, especially in light of the fact that these
believers were scattered likely with only the shirt on their back,
scared out of their wits, and fearing for their lives, being unsure
of the future. So God wants to comfort them and reassure them in
having the apostle Peter write down and send them this letter to
encourage them with the fact that His unmerited favor rests upon
them! So no matter what their circumstances, God wants them to
experience peace, in knowing that God had not abandoned them!

1 Peter 1:3-9, God gives a further basis for
these believers to be comforted based on what God had already done
for them

As we continue, we are to note that God gives
these scattered believers additional truth at 1 Peter 1:3-9 of what
He has already done for them, so that in reading this their hearts
might be settled and at peace in the assurance that they had not
been abandoned by God in their time of distress and need. And so,
God begins at 1 Peter 1:3 and says to them through Peter,
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead…”

God wants them to know that they are now His
own children by a new spiritual birth, when He says that He has
caused them to be “born again,” which they need to recognize here
was a work of God’s mercy and grace for each one of them, because
none deserved salvation. What we should always remember about God’s
grace, as we go on, is that it is coupled with God’s mercy. In
other words, God had to first extend mercy to us at the time of our
salvation before He could extend His grace to us!

So what we are to see here is that God’s
mercy involves His withholding what we deserved, which was death,
due to being sinners in unbelief before a Holy God; while God’s
grace is giving us what we did not deserve, which was eternal life
with Him, so that from the time of our salvation onward, His
unmerited favor now rests upon us, because He is ever dealing with
us in mercy and grace. And both His mercy and His grace can be
extended to guilty sinners in unbelief, who believe in God’s Son
for that salvation, because God’s Son has paid the penalty of death
due the sinner’s sins, and then was buried to put those sins away,
and then raised from the dead the third day, so as to be alive
forevermore, since it is through His Son that God bestows upon us,
as now believers, His eternal life to live by!

As we see from Ephesians 2:8-10, salvation is
a gift of God, that no one deserves, “[8] For by grace (that is, by
God’s unmerited favor and power alone) you have been saved through
faith (that is, through believing); and that not of yourselves, IT
IS THE GIFT OF GOD; [9] not as a result of works, so that no one
may boast. [10] For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
(at the moment of salvation) for good works, which God prepared
beforehand so that we would walk in them.”

And that is not all; but as now children of
God through salvation, these scattered believers were to realize
that they now had “a living hope,” which is based on the undeniable
fact that God’s Son has now been raised from the dead and is seated
at His right Hand in Heaven. In other words, one’s hope as a
believer is due to the resurrection from the dead of God’s Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ. It is a “living” hope simply because God’s Son
is now alive forevermore, to never die again! And so, what is true
of God’s Son now will eventually also be true of all believers of
all ages of time also!

And in writing down this great truth, Peter
is led of God to exclaim at the beginning of verse 1:3, “Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,” Who has made this
possible for us, for it was God The Father, Who put in motion that
salvation, in that it was He Who loved the world of lost sinners so
much – due to the fact that He had created them and made them in
accordance to His likeness, but now knew that they had been led
astray from Him – that He gave His only begotten Son, as we see at
John 3:16.

But God is not finished, for He continues at
1 Peter 1:4 and adds the truth that it was “to obtain an
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you,” that they have been born
again to a living hope. In other words, their salvation here on
earth does not end here on earth, but continues on for all eternity
to come; for one day, they will obtain the inheritance that comes
from being a child of God, which is all that God has in store for
them, which is for the time being reserved in Heaven, as God’s
eternal and uncreated place of dwelling. What this means then is
that this inheritance is sure, it will not perish, be defiled, nor
fade away. In short, we can take God at His word for this!

When God says here that this inheritance,
that He has reserved in Heaven for all His children, is
“imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away,” He wants to
emphasize the fact that it will not be like an inheritance here on
earth, that can be far less when one finally receives it than when
it was first promised, for we are so familiar here on earth of
things perishing, being contaminated so that it loses its value,
and of things disappearing, like a flower that is here today and
gone tomorrow. God here gives us the assurance that is sure, simply
because it is God Who is reserving our inheritance in heaven for
us!

Then God continues at 1 Peter 1:5 and further
adds, “who are protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” In other
words, God wants these scattered believers, and us also, to know
that until we come into possession of all that God has in store for
us in Heaven, we are being protected – and that by God, by virtue
of the fact that we are His children and yet on earth – with that
protection being twofold, inwardly, by The Holy Spirit Who indwells
our human spirit, and outwardly, by the guardian angel that God
assigned to each one of His children for protection while here on
earth, noting what God tells us at Psalm 91:11, “For He will give
His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.”
And so, we have physical protection from external harm and we have
that protection of The precious Holy Sprit from all the devil might
throw at us, which means that God has us protected in all possible
ways!

But what we are to also realize here is that
what God gives, since He is spiritual, is “through faith,” in the
sense that we are to take God at His word that it is true; that it
is so! In other words, we cannot see our guardian angel about us,
since it is a spiritual being; nor can we see The Holy Spirit in
us, since He is a spiritual Person, The very Spirit of God. So God
wants us to simply believe that this is so and live in a way that
shows we believe it, by living without doubt that it is true.

And what we also need to keep in mind is that
God is working toward a completed salvation, in that only when we
reach the end of it and are finally with God will we see the full
extent of it. In other words, we are conscious now of having been
saved already, which occurred in an instant, as the first stage of
that salvation, at the moment we believed the gospel relating to
all that God has done for us through His Son, The Lord Jesus
Christ, noting 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, which was when we received the
forgiveness of our sins and eternal life with God, as The Holy
Spirit came to indwell our human spirit, “[1] Now I make known to
you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you
received, in which also you stand, [2] by which also you are saved,
if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you
believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you as of first importance
what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, [4] and that He was buried, and that He was raised
on the third day according to the Scriptures…”

Then from that moment of our initial
salvation onward, we are in the second stage of that salvation,
which is sanctification, when God is at work in us to set us apart
for Himself, to carry out His will only while on earth instead of
our own, as He makes clear at Philippians 2:13, “for it is God who
is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure.”

But there is a day coming, when we will be
glorified, which is the final stage of that salvation, in that we
will leave this body of flesh behind and will be clothed with a
spiritual one as we enter God’s very Presence, as is clear from
what God tells us at 1 Corinthians 15:42-44, “[42] So also is the
resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is
raised an imperishable body; [43] it is sown in dishonor, it is
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;
[44] it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If
there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.”

And so, it is this third and last stage of
our salvation that God has in view, when He speaks of the
“salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” at 1 Peter 1:5,
with “the last time” in view here being the end of the present
third age of time, which God has in view at 1 Thessalonians
4:14-17, when His Son returns from Heaven at the first stage of His
second coming and brings all believers of the present third age to
Heaven, “[14] For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in
Jesus. [15] For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not
precede those who have fallen asleep. [16] For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. [17] Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we shall always be with the Lord.”

Then based on the comforting truth that God
has just shared through Peter to these scattered believers living
as aliens in a strange land, God now goes on at 1 Peter 1:6-9 and
says to them (and us), “[6] In this you greatly rejoice, even
though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
distressed by various trials, [7] so that the proof of your faith,
being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though
tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; [8] and though you have
not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but
believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full
of glory, [9] obtaining as the
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