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Angas

To Minute Cryptic solvers everywhere — your joy for cryptics makes sharing them with you so much fun. Thank you.

Liam

To my parents, David and Anne




The joy of it all

Let me start with a clue from Liam I solved the other day:

Van Gogh’s crime – arson, to get the colour of flames? (7)

This clue gave me so much joy in stages.

On first reading, the surface of the clue – how it reads plainly – made me smile. The idea that Van Gogh set fires to fuel his imagination and see what flames could look like, and in doing so was committing the crime of arson – it’s a beautiful, funny and succinct idea.

Then, on solving the clue, I was blown away by the creativity of the technique. Van Gogh’s is a very interesting (and pretty out there) deletion indicator. Famous for cutting off his own ear, Van Gogh’s crime – arson is CRIMEARSON without its EAR, getting CRIMSON, which could be the colour of flames (the question mark allows for some slight looseness in the definition).

Once I’d solved it, I immediately went to chat with Liam about it – to share my joy at his clue. And, since I’d solved it on camera, I waited to see how the Minute Cryptic community would react in the comments.

That’s what cryptics feel like. Reading, solving, sharing. Each step has its own kind of joy.

If this is your first experience of cryptics, you’re in safe hands. Don’t worry if that Van Gogh clue felt impenetrable. We’ll take things one step at a time, and by the end you’ll be solving clues like that one. You have so much to look forward to.

Hello again!

If you’re back from the first book, you already know the basics. And if you’ve kept solving in the meantime, you’ve probably seen clues that feel different. Stranger. Like they’re playing outside the rules.

Good. That’s where we’re headed.

Book 1 was about the rules of letterplay: moving letters around, selecting some, reversing them and deleting others. But there was one part of the clue that we never played with. The definition.

Now it’s time for the definition to do more.

A clue with two definitions instead of one.

A clue where the definition and the wordplay are the same thing.

A clue where the wordplay hides in the answer itself.

The letterplay stays the same. The definitions are about to get weirder.

How this book works

As in the first book, each clue gets its own right-hand page, with a grid for your answer. Use a separate piece of paper as a scribble space to help you organise your thoughts. Turn the page and you’ll find a section featuring progressive hints that gently uncover the clue’s secrets without giving everything away at once. We recommend covering them with a piece of paper and sliding it down one hint at a time. If you want to check you’ve got it right, we’ve put the answers with a brief explanation at the end of each section.

Rather than dedicating whole chapters to single techniques like we did in the first book, this book is closer to a lucky dip all the way through. I’ll introduce or reintroduce a technique, focus a few clues on it, and then it just becomes part of the mix. You’ll rarely know what’s coming and that’s all part of the fun.

What if you haven’t read Book 1?

You can absolutely start here. The warm-up section that follows covers all eight core techniques from the first book, so you’ll pick everything up as you go.

If you’d like a more thorough grounding before diving in, the first book is the place to start. Alternatively, the first two courses on the Minute Cryptic website are free and walk you through all eight techniques with plenty of practice clues.

The basics, briefly

In a standard cryptic clue, there are three components: a definition, some fodder, and an indicator.

The definition is one or more words that directly represent the answer – like a synonym. In most clues, it appears at the very start or the very end.

The fodder is the raw material – letters to manipulate, rearrange, select from, hide within or substitute.

The indicator is the word or phrase that tells you what to do with neighbouring fodder. Each type unlocks a different kind of wordplay, and learning to spot an indicator is the key to cracking most cryptic clues.

Together, indicators and fodder make up the wordplay. The definition forms a direct path to the answer; the wordplay takes a more playful route.

There’s one more thing worth knowing: the surface. The surface is how the clue reads at first glance – the picture it paints before you start picking it apart. A great surface is part of what separates a good clue from a brilliant one. It might read like a sentence, a scene, or even a little story. And all the while, the wordplay is hiding within.

Here’s an example to put it all together:

[image: Labels identify parts of a clue, with “Risks for beachgoers” as the Definition, “lying in” as the Indicator, “hot sun… am I sunburnt” as the Fodder, and the entire clue as the Surface.]
Let’s break it down:


	• Definition: Risks for beachgoers – our answer will be a kind of risk for beachgoers

	• Indicator: lying in – this tells us our answer is hiding within the fodder

	• Fodder: hot sun … am I sunburnt – our answer is concealed somewhere in these words



Look within hot sun am I sunburnt and you’ll find TSUNAMIS – risks for beachgoers, hiding in plain sight.

Note the surface here. It’s both evocative and misleading – two characteristics of a great surface. It prompts you to picture someone at the beach, squinting up at the sky, wondering if they’ve overdone it. In doing so, it draws your eye to the sun as the source of danger, and away from the shore.

That’s the basic shape of a cryptic clue. Some have one indicator, some have two or more. Some combine techniques in ways that’ll make you laugh when you see how they work.

When you get stuck

You will get stuck. That’s fine – it’s part of it. Here’s what we’d suggest.


	• Use the hints. There’s still no such thing as cheating in cryptics. Every hint is there to be used, and reading a hint you didn’t need is never wasted. It builds instinct for next time.

	• Take a break. Putting a clue down and coming back later is genuinely one of the most effective solving techniques. Things that seemed impossible have a funny way of clicking after a rest.

	• Look things up. Some clues reference things you might not know – abbreviations, foreign words, cultural references. Look them up.

	• Talk it over. Discussing clues with other solvers is one of the best ways to build instinct. Don’t know any other solvers? You’ll find a whole community of cryptic fans at minutecryptic.com and on our social-media profiles.



I’d say good luck, but you won’t need it. Have fun, and welcome to the world of cryptics – now with extra weirdness!

[image: ]



[image: Chapter Header, Chapter 1: The Warm Up]

[image: Key: Anagram, Selector, Hidden, Reversal, Substitution, Homophone, Container, and Deletion.]
Let’s warm up with the basic techniques of cryptics including Anagrams, Selectors, Hiddens, Reversals, Substitutions, Homophones, Containers and Deletions. We will start with two of the most fundamental techniques in cryptics: Anagrams and Selectors.

[image: ] Anagrams

Anagram indicators suggest mixing, movement or disorder – anything that implies that neighbouring letters have been scrambled into a new arrangement. Crashed, dancing, bananas – all these words might be telling you to rearrange some letters nearby.

You might remember this clue from the last book:

A seal pup playfully clapping (8)

Here, playfully is the anagram indicator. It’s sitting next to A seal pup, which has eight letters, the same as our answer. Rearrange those letters and you get APPLAUSE.

The key to spotting an anagram indicator: it needs to be next to the right number of letters. If your answer is six letters long and you see a potential anagram indicator sitting next to six letters of fodder, try anagramming them and see what you get.

[image: selector] Selectors

A selection indicator tells you exactly which letters to use by pointing out their position – the first, the last, the middle, or a regular pattern across multiple words. Heads, finals, hearts, intermittently – these words all suggest a particular position or pattern, and might be selecting letters for you.

Single selectors pick one letter from one word: chief of staff gives you the first letter of staff – S. Plural selectors pick one letter each from multiple words: faces of Troll harassing internet nerd means we select the first letter of each of those words – T, H, I, N – giving us THIN.

Selectors are almost always paired with other wordplay. You’ll rarely see them doing all the work alone.

Right. That’s enough revision, let’s get solving. The next five clues are a mix of anagrams and selectors – a gentle start before we bring in more techniques.

[image: ]
Clue #1

Upmarket butcher shop (4)

[image: Blank answer grid made up of 4 empty squares.]


[image: anagram]

1 There’s an anagram indicator in this clue and it’s butcher.


[image: ] On the surface, butcher is a noun, but we need to think of it as a verb. If you butcher something, you chop it up. And chopped-up letters get rearranged.


2 shop is our anagram fodder, with four letters – the same as our answer.



3 Use the anagram wheel.

[image: Anagram wheel with the letters S, P, H, and O arranged around a circle.]


4 Upmarket is our definition.




a cut above the rest

Welcome back to the world of anagrams. This one was a gentle return. From here, things get meatier.



Clue #2

Wolfgang starts to play a classical keyboard? (4)

[image: Blank answer grid made up of 4 empty squares.]


[image: selector]

1 This clue has a selection indicator: starts to.


[image: ] Notice that starts can be a plural noun. It’s guiding us to take multiple starting letters from neighbouring fodder.


2 Wolfgang is our definition. On the surface, Wolfgang is a name – a reference to Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. But here, we’ll need to think of something entirely different that Wolfgang could represent.


[image: ] A question mark in cryptics can indicate that something in the clue is rather punny or stretchy. Here, it’s the idea of Wolfgang that’s being stretched.


3 play a classical keyboard is our fodder. The same number of words as letters in our answer …


[image: ] to play could be an anagram indicator asking us to play with the letters of a classical keyboard. But it doesn’t work in this clue – that’s just too many letters to anagram.


Clue #3

Shows appreciation for scalp massage (5)

[image: Blank answer grid made up of 5 empty squares.]


[image: anagram]

1 This clue’s indicator is massage – an anagram indicator. If you massage something, you manipulate it. We’ll need to manipulate some letters into a new order.



2 scalp is our anagram fodder, with five letters – the same as our answer.



3 Use the anagram wheel.

[image: Anagram wheel with the letters S, C, A, L, and P arranged around a circle.]


4 Shows appreciation for is our definition




show of hands, who got it?

Anagrams are back – and so are you. Like any good massage, it’ll go deeper from here.



Clue #4

Hooligans staggered through bar suitless (6)

[image: Blank answer grid made up of 6 empty squares.]


[image: selector]

1 There’s a selection indicator in this clue – staggered through.


[image: ] If you stagger something, you spread it out across other content. In this clue it functions as an alternating indicator. Our answer is staggered through the fodder.


2 bar suitless is our fodder.


[image: ] It’s worth writing these out and marking the alternating letters. We’ve done this for you below – a kind of cousin of the anagram wheel for selectors. bar suitless


3 Hooligans is our definition


[image: ] Once you lock in on Hooligans being the definition, you know that the answer is almost certainly also a plural noun. The chances of our answer word ending in S just went up.



you’ve made staggering progress!

You’re hitting your stride now. These alternating selectors will show up again, and you’ll know just what to do.



Checking letters

You’ve solved four clues so far! This means you’ve unlocked a new kind of hint: checking letters.

Normally in a cryptic crossword (or any crossword), solving a clue and writing an answer in the grid gives you letters for other answers. These are commonly called ‘checking letters’, and they essentially mean that every time you solve a clue, you get a reward – you get help towards another clue.

[image: Crossed answer boxes spelling “checking” horizontally and “letters” vertically, intersecting at the letter "e," which is circled.]
For each clue, we’ll identify certain squares that share a letter with a certain square from a previous clue. So, in the next clue:


box 1 = page 23, box 2

box 4 = page 25, box 5



Think of it as a deconstructed crossword. You don’t have to use these checking letters if you don’t want to, but they’re there if you do (and you’ve earned them!).

Clue #5

Matrixes 01000111 for hackers (4)

[image: Blank answer grid made up of 4 empty squares.]
box 1 = page 23, box 2

box 4 = page 25, box 5



[image: selector]

1 There’s a selection indicator in this clue, but it’s unlike any you’ve seen before. 01000111 is our indicator.


[image: ] In binary – the language of computers, and possibly of hackers – 0 means no and 1 means yes.


2 Matrixes is our fodder.


[image: ] There are eight letters in Matrixes and eight figures in 01000111. Maybe we could map them together!


3 hackers is our definition.


[image: ] The surface of this clue is trying to mislead you by using computer terminology. But we’re not looking for a synonym of hackers as in people. Think about what might hack things up.



did you crack the code?

Selection indicators can be as creative as the clue writer dares – as long as they’re confident that the solver can get inside their head. This one is among the most creative we’ve seen.

That’s anagrams and selectors dusted off. They’ll keep showing up, but now you’re ready for some hiddens and reversals.



Hiddens and reversals might be the simplest techniques in cryptics. There’s no scrambling, no gathering some letters from across the clue, no deleting. They’re low-manipulation techniques, and that’s exactly what makes them deceptive. A common comment on Minute Cryptic hidden clues is: ‘I always forget to look for hiddens!’

[image: ] Hiddens

A hidden indicator tells you that your answer is concealed inside the fodder: consecutive letters, already in order, tucked inside one or more neighbouring words. Carrying, buried, pieces of, taken to heart – anything that suggests the answer is held inside something else, or is a segment of a larger whole.

One little trick with hiddens is to notice when there’s slightly awkward phrasing in the clue. The fodder has to contain the answer in order, usually across multiple words, and that rigidity can lead to a slightly unnatural ordering of words. If something feels slightly off, trust your instincts and look for a word that could be a hidden indicator.

We’ve already seen one example of a hidden clue – our beachgoers clue from the introduction.

Here’s another example from the first book:

Meeting for romance module of poetry studies (5)

The indicator is module of. Our answer is a unit of the larger poetry studies. Look inside these letters and you’ll find TRYST, a meeting for romance.

[image: reversal] Reversals

A reversal indicator tells you to take some letters and flip their order. Returned, going west, on the counter, overturning – anything that suggests backwards movement does the job.

Reversals almost never work alone. You’ll nearly always find them paired with selectors, hiddens, substitutions and deletions – adding a nice twist to keep things fresh.

Here’s a clean example:

Notice slice of cheese on the counter (3)

The indicator is on the counter – something on the counter runs the other way. Think ‘countercultural’. slice of is another hidden indicator – instead of taking all of cheese, we just take a slice of it: EES. Reverse that, and you get SEE, another word for Notice.

These next six clues are weighted towards hiddens and reversals, but anagrams and selectors are still in the mix. Right, let’s get back to solving.

Clue #6

Cleric in chapel hosting child’s play (5)

[image: Blank answer grid made up of 5 empty squares.]
box 1 = page 25, box 1

box 5 = page 21, box 4



[image: hidden]

1 There’s a hidden indicator in this clue. It could be in or hosting – both suggest something is contained within something else. One of them is our indicator; the other is just part of the surface.


[image: ] play might catch your eye as a potential anagram indicator. Totally plausible, and we’re not limiting this section to just hiddens and reversals – we will mix in some selectors and anagrams. While it could possibly hint that we need to anagram child, that would make the definition Cleric in chapel hosting, which seems a very unlikely definition.


2 hosting is our hidden indicator. The clue is telling us that some fodder is hosting our answer – holding it within itself.



3 Cleric in chapel is our fodder – our answer is hiding inside it, ready to be found.



4 Our definition here is child’s play. On the surface, it sounds like a child’s theatre performance might be being held in a chapel, but child’s play has another, idiomatic, meaning.




child’s play?

Probably a bit of an easy one to get you reacquainted with hiddens. The next one might push back a little more.



Clue #7

Group that launches AI slop app now faces pushback (4)

[image: Blank answer grid made up of 4 empty squares.]
box 3 = page 31, box 4

box 4 = page 25, box 3



[image: selector, reversal]

1 There are two indicators in this clue – a selection indicator and a reversal indicator. Can you spot them both?



2 faces is our selection indicator – it’s telling us to take the faces, the first letters, of some neighbouring words.



3 pushback is the reversal indicator here. Whatever we’ve selected, we’ll need to push it backwards, reversing it.



4 AI slop app now is our fodder.


[image: ] launches might look like a selection indicator, perhaps referring to some first letters – letters that launch the fodder words, much like faces. But here it’s part of the definition. Group that launches is our definition – we’re looking for a group famous for launching things.



one small step for solvers

That’s our first instance in this book of two indicators working together. From now on, it’ll be rare to see clues that employ only



Clue #8


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 5 empty squares.]















Clue #9


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 7 empty squares.]











[image: Two anagram wheels with letters arranged around respective circles: C, A, N, I, N, and E, and T, R, I, C, K, and S.]








Clue #10


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 6 empty squares.]





















Clue #11


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 6 empty squares.]























you’re on a roll





[image: substitution] Substitutions







[image: ] Homophones







Clue #12


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 7 empty squares.]























hungry for more?




Clue #13


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 7 empty squares.]





















Clue #14


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 5 empty squares.]



















success!




Clue #15


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 5 empty squares.]












	• advance

	• breakthrough

	• catch

	• find

	• result

	• revelation

	• unearthing







One-letter substitutes









Clue #16


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 5 empty squares.]




















no signposts off road




Clue #17


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 6 empty squares.]























too cheeky?




Clue #18


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 5 empty squares.]























Clue #19


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 5 empty squares.]















	• break

	• breather

	• hiatus

	• pause

	• recess

	• respite

	• rest

	• vacation









you’re showing no signs of slowing down





[image: container] Containers



	1. Some containers focus on what’s going inside. Words like in, within and inside signal that we need to insert fodder into other letters.

	2. Others focus on what’s going around the outside. About, around, outside of – these all tell us to wrap some fodder around the outside of something else.







[image: deletion] Deletions



	1. The deletion indicator can nominate a position to delete. Sometimes it pairs with a selector – principals quit means remove the first letters from some fodder. Or the indicator itself can nominate that position – curtailed removes the last letter, faceless removes the first, heartless removes the middle.

	2. The deletion indicator can name the letters to delete directly: colour out of boredom means remove RED from BOREDOM, leaving BOOM. You might also see this idea expressed in the indicator itself: trashcan in Canada might leave you with ADA.







Clue #20


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 4 empty squares.]





















Clue #21


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 3 empty squares.]























case closed




Clue #22


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 4 empty squares.]

























Clue #23


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 4 empty squares.]


























Clue #24


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 7 empty squares.]
























getting pretty tricky?




Clue #25


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 3 empty squares.]























Clue #26


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 7 empty squares.]






















confusing sounds?




Clue #27


[image: Blank answer grid made up of 4 empty squares.]































you’re race ready





[image: ]
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