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Chapter 1 – A Selfish
Sacrifice

 [image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_327c6b8b.jpg]Ugh. What happened? Where am I? The last
thing that I remember was my parents and older relatives saying
some kind of prayer over me while I was sleeping. They then said
sorry before this choker made of thorns wrapped around my next and
sucked into a black hole and spat me out here.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_7ab8520e.jpg]This forest I’m in is dried and decayed.
Everything is colored black, white, and grey. It all feels cold and
lifeless. Why am I here? I feel like I’m being pulled in a
particular direction. This way feels warmer, so I hope it’s
right.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m34757c2e.jpg]Huh. It’s a grey road that’s stained red.
Some other kids are walking down it. Scattered around this area are
graves and there are more further along the path. There are people
who are wearing golden robes, demon masks with seven golden eyes,
and white sandals. They’re wielding spears and they’re-

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_249dd177.jpg]“Hey!”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_3c439c99.jpg]“Get in line. Your family needs you to be
sacrificed to continue living happily.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_4f96caf3.jpg]“Stop pushing me! Why do they need me to be
sacrificed?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2ca04f3c.jpg]“They didn’t tell you?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m7a363461.jpg]“No. Could you tell me?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_24185bd7.jpg]“Our families are part of this tradition
that allows them to be prosperous as long as they sacrifice their
third child. I’m surprised they never told you. It was my whole
life. Even some of my friends knew they were going to be
sacrificed. I think they’re ahead of me.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m3fad509b.jpg]“That’s terrible! I never thought my family
would be like that.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2ca04f3c.jpg]“Did your family really make you live a
normal life and never tell you about your eventual sacrifice?
That’s terrible. My family gave me whatever I wanted. I didn’t even
need to go to school. When it was time for me to go, they made me
wear these ceremonial garbs. It was the only uncomfortable part of
my life.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_6affbdd1.jpg]“Aren’t you blessed? My family pushed me to
do my best in school so I could get into a good college for a high
paying job. I barely got to do what I wanted. Do we really have to
die for our family? Isn’t there anything we can do?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_3c439c99.jpg]“Look above there at the mountaintop. Look
at it shine with the blood of over a million martyrs that flow down
it. Look at how the souls of those who sacrificed their lives for
their families happily dance around it. I myself have sacrificed my
life for my family and now guide the others along the path. You can
try to escape, but your family will immediately suffer for it, and
they will continue to until you return to the path and be
sacrificed. Look around you. There are hundreds of thousands of
graves. Many of them have resisted, but none of them have escaped.
Think about what I said as you continue up the path.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m34757c2e.jpg] “What do you think we should
do?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_24185bd7.jpg]“I’ve been pampered my entire life into
sacrificing my life for my family, but I’ve also had the feeling
that this entire tradition is wrong. I honestly don’t know what to
do.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m79c6a4a7.jpg] “Well, just because no one has managed to
escape doesn’t mean that we can’t. Also, even if our family does
suffer from our sacrifice not being completed, it doesn’t mean that
we can’t make it up to them through our own efforts. Sure, there’s
nothing but graves, blood, and dead trees as far as we can see, but
that doesn’t mean that’s all there is out there. That guy could’ve
been lying when he said that no one has escaped.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2ca04f3c.jpg]“I’m not sure about this. I want to live and
prove to my family that they didn’t need to sacrifice
me.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_md188491.jpg]Then it’s decided. You and I are going to
escape from this place and prove to these people that you don’t
need to depend on some dumb tradition to be successful.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2e385ac6.jpg]“What? I said I’m not sure about
this.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m7a363461.jpg]“Then you better decide and quick. We’re
almost to the mountaintop and look. There are some people who have
changed their mind, but they’re forced into that execution building
anyway.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m64297a9a.jpg]“Oh…Okay! I’m with you. Let’s
hurry!”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m3fad509b.jpg]“Let’s make a break for it then!”

The boy and I run away from
the path while some of those guards chase behind us.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_327c6b8b.jpg]Agh! I can hear the voices of my family.
They’re losing money and becoming sick because of me. I’m not going
to believe these voices until I see my family for real.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m7a363461.jpg]I go through the graveyard of a mountain and
back into the dead forest. These people are persistent, but they
aren’t slick like me and run past me once I find a small hole in a
tree to hide in. I wait a couple seconds before coming out. Now,
where’s that boy? I don’t think I’ll be able to escape without any
help.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_249dd177.jpg]“Ah!” Another one of those guards jumps out
of nowhere and always kills me with his spear. This one appears to
glow, unlike the other guards. He also has a different kind of
mask.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2015e82d.jpg]“I am Zhenxing, one of the first children to
be sacrificed for my family. Tell me, why are you making such a
selfish decision?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m3fad509b.jpg]“I’m not making a selfish decision! How is
wanting to live a selfish decision?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2015e82d.jpg]“You being alive is making your family
suffer. When you are killed, your family will continue to be
prosperous and live happy lives. Trust me, your death will be swift
and painless then you will live in this heaven with the rest of
us.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m79c6a4a7.jpg] I see the boy from before being Zhenxing.
He puts his finger where his mouth is as he slowly approaches with
a sharp stick. “What do you mean this heaven? What’s it like here?
And why were you one of the first children to be
sacrificed?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2015e82d.jpg]“You ask a lot of questions, but I
understand, and I will answer them if that will comfort you. This
place is a heaven for the third child sacrificed for the prosperity
of their family. There is no suffering, no pain, and no worries. We
live out our afterlife joyously dancing, playing, and enjoying our
lives together. It’s a literal heaven compared to the lives we once
lived. I lived in poverty with a sick family that I always had to
take care of. When I was told that I could sacrifice my life for
them so they could be healthy and happy, I immediately killed
myself. My family is currently one of the most successful and
happiest families in the world.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_4c138faf.jpg] The boy is close. “Right, well. I’d rather
go to the actual Heaven than be sacrificed here. It might seem
selfish, but it isn’t. I’m going to make my family happy without
having to be sacrificed. Just you watch.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2015e82d.jpg]“You talk nonsense despite being related
to-Ugh! That isn’t going to kill me!”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2f9bc18b.jpg]“Help me push his spear into
him!”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_6fef32e.jpg] “You got it!” The boy and I take Zhenxing’s
spear and pin him to the ground with it.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_1fa692e6.jpg]“This isn’t the end of me. When I’m free,
I’m coming for both of you.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m3fad509b.jpg]“I’d like to see you try! We’re going to
escape from here together!”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_1fa692e6.jpg]“You don’t understand. Don’t you hear the
screams of your family? Don’t you hear them suffering? Don’t you
want to help them?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_6fef32e.jpg]“I hear them, but I don’t believe it! Even
if they are suffering, we’re going to help them through our own
efforts!” I take the boy’s hand. “Let’s get out of here.” I let go
of his hand when we get further away from Zhenxing.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_24185bd7.jpg]“I’m with you on trying to get out of here,
but do you know where we’re going?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m34757c2e.jpg]“Nope. Not at all. I’m just following my
instincts.” The boy doesn’t say anything, but I can tell he’s done
with me already. “Hey, what do you think Zhenxing meant by me
talking nonsense despite being related to…someone?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2ca04f3c.jpg]“He was probably talking about your
ancestors that were sacrificed. They probably accepted their deaths
more willingly than you do.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_4c138faf.jpg]“Oh, well. I’m not going to be like them.
So, what’s your name? You never told me it.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_24185bd7.jpg]“My name is Daiki. It means, ‘of great
value’. Let me guess, you have a name that has to do with success
or something business related, don’t you?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_md188491.jpg] “I do actually. My name,
Sakae, means prosperity. It’s nice to meet you, Daiki.
Trust me when I say that we’re going to find our
way out of here and find a way to make our families prosperous and
happy.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m789440a1.jpg]“I hope you’re right. Even if we end up
dying, it’s not like anything too bad will happen to us or our
families, as far as I know.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_mafc513f.jpg]“Don’t you worry, Daiki. We’ll make it
through this.” Or at least I hope we do.

 


 


 Chapter
2 – Appalling Apparitions

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m7a363461.jpg]“Hmm. This should be the right way. Staying
away from the mountain should lead us somewhere that could help
us.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2ca04f3c.jpg]“That sounds right, but are you sure we’re
going the right way? I’m not even sure if there’s an end to this
world since it all looks the same. Did we go in circles by any
chance?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_md188491.jpg]“I’m sure that we’re making some kind of
positive progress.” I hope. “Let’s make the walk less boring by
talking more. Tell me more about your life back home.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_24185bd7.jpg]“Okay. I was gifted everything as I said, so
I didn’t get out much and didn’t have any friends at least offline.
I read manga and theology books, played video games, and watched a
lot of horror movies. Sometimes, I played with my brothers and
sisters who were jealous, but also not at the same time because of
what I had to do. They both admired me and were
jealous.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m7a363461.jpg]“That sounds like a decent life for someone
who is born to be sacrificed. My family was loving but strict with
me. Go to college, do your homework, get scholarships, do
internships, blah, blah, blah. I wish I could do what you did all
day. Hey, when we’re out of here, let’s meet up! Where do you
live?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_24185bd7.jpg]“I haven’t memorized my address since I’ve
never had a reason to, but I know that I live in Philadelphia, PA
on…South street? There’s a park and a line of stores near a dinner
close to where I live. My house is on the corner. I’m sorry if
that’s not the best description”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_mafc513f.jpg]“I know where that is! You live down the
street from me!”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m789440a1.jpg]“That’s great and somewhat coincidental. You
said you have seven brothers and sisters? That means your parents
already had a replacement for you.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_7ab8520e.jpg]“What do you mean? They didn’t act like I
was replaceable.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_24185bd7.jpg]“It’s a tradition for the families involved
in this practice to have seven children in total since the number
seven is the perfect number. My family and the other families I
know do this to increase their wealth. Your family is doing the
same.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_440ea6a1.jpg]“Since you know more about this than I do, I
guess you’re telling the truth. They lied to me my entire life for
their own gain?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2e385ac6.jpg]“Hey, hey, hey! Don’t cry! It’s going to be
okay. There are other kids like you, so don’t feel alone in this.
I’m going to help you get through this.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_6fef32e.jpg]“Oh, that’s right, there are other people
here like me! Why was I thinking so selfishly just about myself? I
can’t wait to get out of here and give my parents and their parents
a piece of my mind! Thank you for the reminder, Daiki. Let’s
go!”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m64297a9a.jpg]“I’m glad you’re reinvigorated, Sakae. Let’s
continue forward and prove our parents and these demons
wrong!”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m34757c2e.jpg]After walking further for a bit, we find a
weird mansion. “What do you think is in there? I’m feeling a cold
breeze coming from it.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_2ca04f3c.jpg]“I’m feeling it too. Let’s go in there.
Maybe it will hold a clue as to how to escape here.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m7a363461.jpg]“It feels so weird in here. It kind of feels
the same as when I first entered this dimension.” Daiki is oddly
quiet of all times. I barely hear his footsteps. “What do you
think? Daiki?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_249dd177.jpg]“Daiki? Where did you go? Daiki!”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_5d74538a.jpg]“Daiki is no longer here with you,
Sakae.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_7ab8520e.jpg]“Who are you, and what did you do to Daiki?”
I feel like I’ve seen this spirit’s face before.

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_5d74538a.jpg]“You should know me. I am your
great-grandfather after all.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m7a363461.jpg] “I remember now. I’ve seen your picture and
grave. Is it really you great-grandpop?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_5d74538a.jpg]“It is, Sakae. You might not remember me
because you were an infant when I died.”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_m34757c2e.jpg] “What are you doing here, and where did my
friend go?”

[image: tmp_a91398aaedaf5187757a46bdbe1fce82_U8MN8R_html_5d74538a.jpg]“This dimension is where the families who
sacrifice their third child go. We live in harmony together, so why
won’t you
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