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To Mother Mary, Star of the Infinite Sea

THE Mystery Tradition OF Miraculous Conception
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“Marguerite Rigoglioso is a holy conduit who proclaims a message so timely, so graceful, and so filled with truth that my hands tremble as I pick up this book. It is about time the prestige and wisdom of Mother Mary are seen and acknowledged in the devastation of an institution that gave her nothing more than the appearance of a passive spectator. These pages are soaked with Her presence, offering us a generosity that comes freely and touches deeply. The Mystery Tradition of Miraculous Conception is a body of work that reveals the real Mary, one who lived before the church and sure as heaven shall live on after the church.”
ANAIYA SOPHIA, AUTHOR OF FIERCE FEMININE RISING
“With exquisite clarity and impeccable scholarship, Rigoglioso details the ancient, historical tradition from which Mary sprang, which culminated in Her conscious decision to bring forth into the world an elevated being. Fascinating insights into the many priestess traditions that were widely practiced throughout the ancient Mediterranean infuse every page. Rigoglioso illuminates for modern audiences the essence of the esoteric teachings of and about Mary and other holy women, and what they mean for us today.”
NATALIE GALLI, AUTHOR OF THE GIRL WHO SAID NO
“An opus for our times based on the re-birthing of who Mother Mary really was. Through scholarly research, together with deep spiritual wisdom, Rigoglioso shares with us the power and intentionality behind the divine conception of Jesus. This book is ablaze with a rising revolution of Mother Mary and the tribe of women who supported her over generations. It gives a fresh look at who she really was, her amazing spiritual prowess, and how she serves as a beacon to all humankind, giving us a deeper view of what it means to embody the Divine Feminine.”
MELISSA SOPHIA JOY, ND, FOUNDER OF SOMATIC AWAKENING® 
AND SOPHIA HEALING ACADEMY
“Teacher, priestess, and scholar Marguerite Rigoglioso has produced another compelling study of the history of miraculous conception. The focus of her carefully researched, eloquent new book shifts from her earlier work on classical antiquity to the Judeo-Christian tradition and invites us to perceive the Virgin Mary as an embodiment of the Divine Feminine accessible to us today in our own spiritual lives. Reading this powerful book is an inspiring and transformative experience.”
BETH DARLINGTON, PH.D., PROFESSOR EMERITA OF ENGLISH AT VASSAR COLLEGE AND CERTIFIED JUNGIAN PSYCHOANALYST
“Mary has been reduced to a mere passive vessel by the limitations imposed by patriarchal insecurity. Marguerite Rigoglioso performs a divine resurrection of Mary in this book, and that has profound implications for all women and our floundering culture. In an era of extreme misogyny superimposed against movements like #metoo and women taking to the streets all over the world, you will find this book an empowering, enlightening read.”
MAURA MCCARLEY TORKILDSON, ARTIST AND AUTHOR OF THE INNER TREE
“As with her previous scholarly works, Marguerite Rigoglioso displays a rare combination of erudition, courage, creativity, and skillful writing which leads to a fascinating result that has wide implications.”
BYRON BELITSOS, PUBLISHER, JOURNALIST, EDUCATOR, AND AUTHOR OF YOUR EVOLVING SOUL
“The sacred potential of divine conception is the mystery of mysteries. Marguerite’s sensitive and thorough treatment, found within The Mystery Tradition of Miraculous Conception, offers a bold new step in her pioneering work on this topic. It is nothing less than a radical reclamation of the true potential available to women! At a time when much is being revealed about humanity’s true divine nature, and as the Divine Feminine rises to return to her rightful place within our human awareness, this book comes as an essential piece of insight about our collective feminine past.”
DAWN DELVECCHIO, AUTHOR OF SPIRIT, MIND AND MONEY AND FOUNDER OF RETURN OF THE PRIESTESS
“The Mystery Tradition of Miraculous Conception expands Marguerite Rigoglioso’s ground-breaking theory of holy parthenogenesis into more recent times by addressing Mary, Anne, and Elizabeth. While some have tried to dismiss the concept of virgin birth, Marguerite’s research restores and contextualizes it. Marguerite puts the ‘Virgin’ back into ‘Virgin Mary.’ A must-read for Marian scholars.”
MARY BETH MOSER, PH.D., AUTHOR OF HONORING DARKNESS
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CHAPTER 1
Let It Be Revealed
The Hour of a New Mary
The Virgin Mary’s time has come. In fact, we are long overdue for a revolutionary understanding of her that frees her from dogmatic baggage and restores her to her rightful place as a great holy woman. In recent decades, thousands of readers worldwide of books such as Meggan Watterson’s Mary Magdalene Revealed, Cynthia Borgeault’s The Meaning of Mary Magdalene, and Margaret Starbird’s The Woman with the Alabaster Jar have awoken to another Mary, Mary Magdalene, who is not a prostitute, but rather a consort of Jesus. Now is the moment for us to recognize the Divine Feminine figure of Mother Mary, not as a passive bystander to her own pregnancy, but rather as a specialized priestess who deliberately planned and carried out the miraculous conception of her son.
To uncover a Magdalene who was a powerful sacred woman, nothing less than the chief of the apostles, we have had to look to suppressed gospels about her, some of which have only reemerged from the sands of time in the twentieth century. The remarkable discoveries about her have been a thrilling development for many around the planet who are seeking role models of female empowerment and who may have intuited that there was far more to the Magdalene than what the New Testament says about her.
As with Magdalene, the day of dawning has now come for Mother Mary. Who was this most famous of women, really, and what was her conception of Jesus all about? We hear painfully little about her from the canonical gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Where we find a mother lode of information about her and her miraculous event is far outside of those books, in a little-known writing called the Infancy Gospel of James (also known as the Protevangelium of James), which became the basis of Mary’s feast days in the church calendar. It is on this gospel that I throw the floodlights in this book to reveal the truth about Mary, a truth that is ancient but will seem new to many readers. The truth is that Mary indeed did conceive Jesus in a miraculous way. But she did so not through some kind of divine force that was using her body for its own agenda; she accomplished this feat through a careful process that she willed and initiated, and for which she was trained by a lineage of holy women before her.
In my two previous books I uncovered extensive evidence that this form of miraculous conception did occur in the ancient world. Now, in this book, I boldly show that Mary was born into a family and a history of women who possessed, cultivated, and passed on the ability to consciously conceive elevated beings to help the planet. These were specialized women schooled in what I call the “womb mysteries,” secret knowledge of the capabilities of the human womb, including divine birth, which women all over the ancient world shared with other promising candidates over thousands of years. Mary was one of several powerful priestesses in her family and ancestry who had command over the human conception process, and she took this art to a whole new level.
All of this is precisely what her infancy gospel tells us—if you know how to look. No one has known how to look before now, however, because they have lacked the broader historical view of divine birth as an actual practice of real women that spanned the ancient Mediterranean world and beyond. In my hours, days, months, and years of scholarly sifting and sorting through ancient records, culminating in my two previous books, The Cult of Divine Birth in Ancient Greece and Virgin Mother Goddesses of Antiquity, I pieced together that history. And as a result I have been able to bring this knowledge to bear in decoding what Mary’s gospel has been hiding in plain sight for nearly two thousand years. That deciphering is what this book is about.
In The Mystery Tradition of Miraculous Conception you will discover not only how Mary consciously conceived Jesus in an extraordinary way, but also how she herself was divinely conceived by her mother, Anne. That means you will come to recognize that Mary herself was born as an embodiment of something much needed in the ancient world and even more so in today’s world: the Divine Feminine, in all of her power and wisdom. Knowing the base of potency from which she operated will help you see why Mary was able to bring forth an especially high-level embodiment of the Divine from her own body for the benefit of humanity. You will glimpse into how she was trained, when, and by whom, as well as some of the esoteric techniques she used to fulfill her ministry in this regard.
This book also uncovers the fact that Mary and Anne’s lineage of divine-birth priestesses went all the way back to Sarah, the wife of the biblical patriarch Abraham and the great matriarch of Hebrew culture. We will see how this lineage extended across their family to include Elizabeth, who was not only the mother of the miraculously born John the Baptist, but who also may have been Anne’s sister.
By exploring the reality of Mary as a trained agent in divine conception, this book corrects the impression the New Testament has given us of a passive and bewildered girl, an incidental receptacle who had no idea what was happening to her beyond a short pronouncement by the Angel Gabriel. It also corrects the view that her virginity was a sign of her moral purity and that strict chastity is therefore something to be imposed on all women.
The Mystery Tradition of Miraculous Conception puts this sacred woman in her rightful place, front and center in the story of Jesus, as the pivot point around which the entire Christed enterprise unfolded. By showing that Mary was a conscious actor who deliberately intended for Jesus to come into our world, as well as a priestess whose celibacy was a chosen practice needed for this task, this book restores her as the empowered feminine orchestrator of these significant events.
What’s more, by showing how, when, where, and why virgin birth could have been accomplished, this book also allows thinking people to make sense of Mary’s miraculous conception of Jesus at long last. Prior to this, people have either had to accept the notion on blind faith, politely skirt around it as an embarrassing artifact, or dismiss it altogether as a bizarre claim. Now they have a clear and cogent alternative way of looking at this remarkable phenomenon that allows them to embrace the idea with intelligence. This book is intended to be the start of an inspired movement to restore Mary as the greatest holy woman who ever walked the Earth. With this book we are taking an important first step toward getting that fuller understanding of Mary by focusing especially on her powers of conception. In doing so we are further anchoring true feminine spiritual power more broadly. By showing what was possible for Mary and her female kin, we are setting the stage for women to understand the powers that lie within their own wombs, for Mary’s abilities were not hers alone, but were—and are—capabilities open to all women who wish to go deeper on their spiritual path.
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The Mystery Tradition of Miraculous Conception offers 
you a profound journey into the mystery of Mother Mary that no one has yet taken 
in all of the centuries that have passed since this most holy of women lived, 
and in all of the books that have been written about her. It invites you, as a reader, to reflect on and respond to what you are reading on the Seven Sisters Mystery School Facebook page. This book is the beginning of a “Maryolution,” one inviting the conscious participation of the broader global community.
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Let it begin!

CHAPTER 2
Revealing the Hidden Mystery of Divine Birth
To help you understand Mary as a conscious priestess of divine conception, let me take you on a brief foray into divine birth as uncovered in my two previous books, The Cult of Divine Birth in Ancient Greece and Virgin Mother Goddesses of Antiquity. This is critical background that has been missing in deciphering Mary’s story. Having it available here will make it easier for you to make sense of the revelations about Mary in the coming chapters. It will give you a sense of some of the technologies she used and will reveal that Mary was part of a worldwide tradition that is only now being unveiled. Later in this book we will explore specific evidence from the gospel about her early life—that Mary indeed belonged to such a priestesshood, and that she was probably the most skilled priestess of her kind ever to have lived.
For now, let’s look at evidence for parthenogenesis, the scientific word for what we might otherwise call miraculous conception or virgin birth, but I will distinguish biological parthenogenesis from what I’m identifying in this context as an advanced shamanic art exclusive to women. You’ll hear about long-standing beliefs in women’s ability to have sex with spirits, and you’ll learn about the stages that the practice of virgin birth, also known as divine birth, went through over time as it degenerated. You’ll come to understand the role of virginity, plant medicine, and trance states in this spiritual art, as well as how erotic energy also figured into it. Finally, you’ll see how the practice was transmitted through lineages, how it was related to star lore and various important symbols, and how it may have involved the incorporation of a special diet.
THE GREATEST WOMEN’S SHAMANIC PRACTICE
To understand how divine birth is something Mary and her kin could have consciously practiced, it is helpful to first look at the fascinating concept known as siddhi. Siddhi is a Sanskrit word that has come to mean a supernatural or magical ability that is developed through spiritual activities such as meditation, chanting mantras, working with sacred drawings and symbols, and other forms of advanced spiritual practice. Hindu and Buddhist texts refer to such siddhis as the ability to walk through walls, read other people’s minds, change the metabolism of your body, live on air, not cast a shadow, and even . . . walk on water. Yes, there are people documented as having been able to do all these things, and more.*1
Now let’s think about it: What about being able to conceive a child through one’s body without sperm? For a woman, would this not be the ultimate siddhi? I say yes. Yet self-conception is generally not included in the siddhis we find listed in traditional sources. I contend this is because most of the spiritual texts that have come down to us focus on men and male achievements.
Yet we actually do see this kind of womanly achievement described—not in writings about siddhis, though. Instead, we see it in the miraculous birth stories that form nothing less than the foundations of numerous religions and entire cultures. In Judaism, for example, we have Sarah, who miraculously conceived Isaac in her elder years. In the Buddhist tradition, Maya is said to have given birth to Siddhartha Gautama, who became the Buddha, through unusual means. In Taoism we are told that the virgin Lao conceived Lao-Tzu by the sight of a falling star. In Zoroastrianism, legend says that the mother of Zarathustra (aka Zoroaster) conceived him by drinking a cup of haoma or soma, the sacred drink that so often figures in Persian and ancient Hindu legends. Indigenous North Americans also have traditions in which virgins give birth to beings who quickly develop the characteristics of miracle workers. For the Tsalagi (Cherokee), one such miraculously born (and reincarnating) spirit teacher is known as the Pale One, Wotan. The Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) talk about the divinely conceived Peacemaker.
So we do have records of the siddhic practice of miraculous birth, but these are often presented as events that must be accepted on blind faith. The stories never talk about the women involved being spiritual adepts who worked hard to be able to accomplish divine pregnancies. Instead, they present these female figures in passing, as passive vehicles to the experience. Because these accounts don’t go any further and deeper into women’s realities, they usually end up being written off as fictions.
I offer a different story. I have done deep excavation on this topic, looking specifically at the case of ancient Greece. Through careful research I have found in the ancient records from that place and time plentiful evidence that special priestesses dedicated to divine birth attempted to conceive children in various unusual ways as a real living practice. What I have uncovered is that the purpose of this practice was to bring very special beings to the planet. This research, of course, naturally led me to a deeper understanding of what Mary is all about.
I have come to understand that divinely born children were always seen as avatars; that is, incarnations of divinities. These divinely born ones are described in ancient religious stories and legends as being heroes or heroines, gifted spiritual leaders, demigods, or full-fledged deities. In fact, it was believed that such advanced beings could only incarnate through nonordinary methods of conception; it is the power they were endowed with by virtue of being born in these ways that allowed them to serve and elevate humanity in extraordinary ways.
As I pieced together this puzzle, I began to see that for a priestess, divinely conceiving a child was considered to be the highest level of spiritual achievement possible. It was regarded as graduating from the human level to the divine, particularly if she agreed to go through a certain kind of ritual death to seal the experience. As a result, such a woman usually became publicly honored in some way. Sometimes she was called a nymph or a heroine. Sometimes she had towns, hills, lakes, or oceans named after her. Sometimes she was worshipped as a full-fledged deity herself. This, as we shall see, is what happened with Mary.
Such priestesses’ divinely born children also typically became the focus of worship, particularly after they left their human bodies. This was especially the case if they agreed to undergo a ritual sacrificial murder. We see this with Jesus, but hints of it are also present in other stories in the ancient world. Asclepius, for example, who was divinely conceived by a priestess named Coronis, rose to the level of divinity after dying by thunderbolt (that is, lightning). Being struck by lightning, I have come to understand, is something holy men of antiquity sometimes sought out because it provided a very great spiritual initiation, whether they lived or died as a result of the experience. And sure enough, Asclepius transformed from a human into the god of healing. Operating on the inner planes from that point onward, he was widely consulted in his special temples by those in the Greco-Roman world seeking remedies for their physical and emotional ailments. And people were indeed healed, on both the emotional and the physical levels.
We also have the story of Heracles, the son of Alcmene (by the god Zeus), who was poisoned by his wife. His strange choice to get himself to the top of a funeral pyre as he was dying is explained when we understand that he needed to have a proper ritual death, not an ignominious murder, in order to fully become divine. In other words, he had to beat the poison to the punch and die through a proper ritual if he was going to rise to godhood. He succeeded, which is why we remember him now as a supernatural being.
What I have found is that divine-birth priestesses could be found across the entire Mediterranean world, including North Africa and the Middle East, and beyond, spanning the world.*2 However, for the most part that information has been covered over for millennia as religious information has been filtered through a patriarchal perspective, first by the ancient writers themselves, and then by Western scholars.

IS DIVINE CONCEPTION REALLY POSSIBLE?
Divine birth in most cases was thought to involve some kind of parthenogenesis, which comes from the Greek parthénos, “virgin” or “maiden,” and gígnesthai, “to be born.” In other words, parthenogenesis means the conception and birth of a child in which male sperm is not involved.
In the scientific world we hear of various types of animals that are able to conceive parthenogenetically, particularly when they are under environmental stress or conditions of isolation. I wrote all about this in The Cult of Divine Birth in Ancient Greece, and since then I have occasionally seen news articles pop up about the latest female lizard, snake, shark, or other animal that under captivity or unusual circumstances has had a virgin birth. Because people know I have written about this topic, they like to send such articles my way. In the case of sea urchins and other creatures, scientists have also experimented with coaxing female eggs to divide. How? By using either electric shock or chemicals. One fertility researcher I have spoken with named Jerry L. Hall said he succeeded in having mice eggs start dividing when he exposed them to a special chemical.*3 He then put the zygotes back in the mice mothers’ wombs, where they proceeded to grow. Hall personally told me that at that point the National Institutes of Health shut down the experiment, supposedly due to the fact that the experiment breached medical ethics.
Or was the possibility of parthenogenesis just too threatening to the patriarchal medical establishment?
So . . . parthenogenesis is biologically possible. But keep in mind that all of these situations in nature and laboratories concern parthenogenesis on a purely biological level. With divine birth we are talking about a spiritual practice. This would have been a high-level shamanic art for women, something very difficult to accomplish. This is why it was reserved mainly for the holy orders, understood to be an uncommon occurrence, and largely kept hidden as a mystery practice.
As is often the case in my research, after coming to my own intuitive conclusions about such things, I frequently find evidence in ancient writings to support my ideas. This happened most dramatically after I developed the historical time line for divine birth that I will share with you shortly. In my continued reading, I synchronistically located an ancient passage in one of the Nag Hammadi texts directly confirming the fact that people once believed women could indeed parthenogentically give birth to children in a sacred way. This text, dated to the first or second century of the Common Era (CE, previously called AD), discusses the conception of a male figure known as Seth, whom some have equated with Jesus. Here is the intriguing relevant passage, from the Revelation [or Apocalypse] of Adam, which I will explore with you in what follows: “[F]rom the nine Muses one separated. She came to a high mountain and spent some time seated there so that she desired her own body in order to become androgynous. She fulfilled her desire and became pregnant from her desire. He [the illuminator] was born.”
The reference to the woman being a Muse, one of those female beings who grants supernatural knowledge to humans, suggests that what’s being described is actually a priestess of the oracular tradition. In other words, the text is identifying her as an ancient prophetess. Moreover, I believe that what’s being revealed in this passage is the process of a sacred woman “sitting on a mountain”; in other words, going into a state of deep meditation, a nonordinary or open state of consciousness. In this state she engages in what might be called a profound tantric erotic encounter with herself in order to spontaneously conceive. In short, this holy woman is doing high-level sex magic, and it’s important to note for what is to come in our discussion of Mary that according to this description, such magic does involve desire; that is, sexual feelings and erotic energy. What’s more, it results in the birth of an avatar.
Let me take a moment to emphasize that we are not talking about a practice that was (or is) intended to do away with men or make them unneeded. Rather, parthenogenesis, or divine birth, was—and potentially still is—a specialized activity with a very elevated purpose, available only to women of great spiritual advancement.

SEX WITH SPIRITS
The exploration of divine birth quickly brings us to the topic of women’s ability to engage sexually with nonhuman beings.
What? Sex with gods? Yes.
As just one ancient case of this, we can look to Egypt. According to the ancient Greek writer Plutarch, the Egyptians believed it was indeed possible for a divine spirit to have sexual intercourse with a woman and make her pregnant “so as to breed in her the first beginnings of a generation.”1 This ancient declaration reveals an unusual conception process different from but related to parthenogenesis—namely, one in which a human woman can be impregnated by a disembodied spirit. According to this ancient belief, she then becomes the founder of an entire lineage of special human beings.
This may ring a bell for you if you know anything about ancient Egypt. We hear of such sacred unions between human queens and Egyptian male gods in various Egyptian texts, temple inscriptions, and imagery, particularly from the New Kingdom period (around 1550–1070 BCE). This type of union is famously said to have resulted in the birth of the pharaohs.2 After developing my theories on divine birth based on mountains of information I collected by scouring ancient Greek writings, I once again found a remarkable confirmation of the ancient belief that a woman could have sexual relations with a being on the astral or unseen planes. This was in another text taken from one of the sections of the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, twelve connected documents that purport to record the last words and exhortations of the twelve sons of Jacob, dated to the second or third century CE. Not only does this passage affirm that a woman could have sex with a spirit, it also specifically points to the belief that she could become pregnant from that interaction. This is dense, so give it a read, and I will then lead you through it:
[Human women] charmed the Watchers, who were before the Flood. As they continued looking at the women, they were filled with desire for them and perpetrated the act in their minds. Then they were transformed into human males, and while the women were cohabitating with their husbands they appeared to them. Since the women’s minds were filled with lust for these apparitions, they gave birth to giants. For the Watchers were disclosed to them as being as high as the heavens.3
What are we talking about here? First, regarding the cast of characters, what we have in this passage are the “Watchers,” divine messenger-beings that I understand are described in several postbiblical texts. These texts indeed affirm that the children of such beings were born of human women, that they were gigantic, and that they were known as the Nephilim.4
Surprisingly, this story also appears much earlier, in Genesis 6:1–4, where the interdimensional beings who impregnate human women are referred to as “sons of God.” The text implies that the Nephilim are the children born of the interdimensional intercourse these sons of God engage in with the human women. Here in this biblical reference, another detail is added: the Nephilim are described as “the heroes that were of old, warriors of renown.”*4 This characterization affirms the conclusion I came to in looking at the Greek material, that the children conceived by women by means of sex with gods (or, earlier, parthenogenesis) were considered special or elevated in some way.
The Testament of Reuben passage also gives us an intriguing glimpse of the process by which interdimensional impregnation can happen. It tells us that these Watchers, from their location in another dimension, notice the beauty of human women and experience desire for them. They generate the sexual act in their minds, and given that they have advanced powers, they change form so that they look like human males. They then insert themselves into the imaginations of certain women as they are having sex with their husbands so that the women find themselves fantasizing about engaging with these imaginary beings instead. That process is apparently so powerful that it results in women conceiving the children of the Watchers rather than those of their human partners. By getting mixed up with the sexual energy of humans, the Watchers can therefore install themselves on the earth plane. But they do leave a telltale sign of their shenanigans with the ladies: the children produced by their impregnations are as gigantic as they are.
Whether you personally take any of this to be real or not, this excerpt shows us that the idea that women could consort sexually with other nonhuman beings to the point of being impregnated by them was indeed alive and well in the ancient world.

THE RISE AND FALL OF DIVINE BIRTH THROUGH TIME
Over time in the ancient world, the methods that divine-birth priestesses used to spur conception shifted. In what follows, I lead you through that strange migration, a devolutionary process in which women were successively disempowered as the patriarchy took over.*5 This is important background for understanding what processes Mary; her mother, Anne; their relative Elizabeth; and their ancestor Sarah may have used to miraculously conceive children.
Bringing Forth Divine Daughters
The earliest practice of priestesses devoted to divine birth was a kind of holy parthenogenesis. This would be the method used by the Muse on the mountain, from the Nag Hammadi text that we looked at earlier. It involved the priestess entering into a special, spiritually infused erotic encounter with herself to spark the conception of a child. An encounter like this would have been no mere self-pleasuring episode. It would have been a ritual that was deeply informed by the priestess’s special understanding of how to work with her body, mind, and spirit. Such ancient knowledge was likely transmitted to her from the circle of priestesses to which she belonged, and after a long and deep process of apprenticeship.
The earliest form of this kind of spiritualized parthenogenetic practice would have led to the conception of female children. That’s because technically and scientifically, if a woman self-conceives she will naturally give birth to a girl due to the fact that her eggs contain only X (female) chromosomes. The resulting child is not identical to her, because there is a different combination of her DNA in each egg. But nevertheless, a girl baby divinely conceived is viewed as being her “twin.”
The holy parthenogenetic woman produced what amounted to the next female representation of the Divine Feminine on Earth. Hers was a very high-order daughter, who herself would become fully divine upon her own ritual death. It is likely this exalted daughter also served as a priestess or queen in her lifetime, and it may be that she engaged in the practice of divine birth as well.
I believe that in regions of Europe and North Africa, women who practiced sacred parthenogenesis in this way were following their divine role models; namely, goddesses who were originally virgin mothers, such as Gaia, Athena, Hera, and Artemis. The concept of mother-daughter “twins” also finds its cosmic parallel in the story of Demeter and Persephone. I see evidence that Demeter’s conception of Persephone was originally a story of self-replication, and not the result of her impregnation by the god Zeus.*6
It’s important to bookmark this idea because this mother-daughter twinning process is precisely what we’ll be looking at when we explore the story of Mary’s own miraculous conception by her mother, Anne.
Bringing Forth Divine Sons
Holy parthenogenesis then moved into a second stage, in which women self-conceived male children. We see this in the case of the Muse on the mountain whose parthenogenetic encounter in fact resulted in the birth of a boy. This may have required the woman to work at additional sophisticated levels to adjust the chromosomal X into a Y. Symbolically, the process affirmed that the male was contained within the female rather than being something separate from her.
One of the ancient cosmic models for this kind of divine birth was Hera’s parthenogenetic birth of Ares, Typhon, and Hephaistos. I believe Mary was engaged in this level of son-producing parthenogenesis, as was possibly the biblical Sarah before her, as we will see in the coming chapters. The holy male born this way became a king. According to the ancient Greek writer Pindar, the death of such a king was considered a “requital for [an] ancient wrong.”5 In other words, such a divinely born king would die to remedy the people’s errors. This is precisely what happened in the case of Jesus, but it appears that this practice actually predates Jesus.
Sacred Marriages with Male Gods
With the rise of the patriarchy, further and more dramatic shifts took place in the methods that divine-birth priestesses used. We next see it in the emergence of the practice of sacred marriage. This was initially a rite that took place between a human priestess and a male god in the spirit realm. It resulted in the conception and birth of such a divinely co-conceived child.
Ancient Greek stories speak of maidens being “raped” by male gods, a continuation of the divine-conception theme. I propose that these stories are actually describing a process whereby a young priestess’s holy parthenogenetic ritual is interrupted by a male god on the inner planes. Like the Watchers, these gods—that is, astral beings of some kind—had specific powers that allowed them to insert themselves into a priestess’s imagination during the rite. They could then take over the proceedings and create an actual impregnation within her. In other words, a priestess’s ritual to create her own self-conceived child could be co-opted by an interdimensional male nonhuman being. A male
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