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Dedication

For my outstanding superstar one-of-a-kind editor, Maria Barbo.

I’m endlessly grateful for your encouragement and support and for believing in TBH from the beginning.
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Summer Is Here
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GABRIELLE

Guys [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

SUMMER IS HERE [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

Can you all promise me one thing [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

This has to be the best summer ever [image: image] [image: image]

PRIANKA

Obv [image: image] [image: image]

GABRIELLE

Bc we are all home for once [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

PRIANKA

Obvvvvvvv [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

CECILY

Double obv

GABRIELLE

K cool

VICTORIA

I promise [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

But I think this calls for a pact [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

PRIANKA

Official pact?

VICTORIA

WE HAVE TO MAKE THIS THE BEST SUMMER EVER [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

ONCE I AM BACK FROM MY TRIP OF COURSE

CECILY

Stop yelling

VICTORIA

Haha ok [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

PRIANKA

I’m in [image: image]

CECILY

Same

VICTORIA

K yay

GABRIELLE

Feel a little sad to be stopping at YAS because of my new counselor-in-training life [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

CECILY

Ya IKWYM

It’ll be good tho

Change can be good

PRIANKA

Wise words from Cece as usual [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

CECILY

Thanks

VICTORIA

I agree, Gabs

VICTORIA

You’ll have so many diff skills by the end of summer [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

GABRIELLE

Ha thanks [image: image] [image: image]

Love you guys [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

Have fun on your trip, Vic!

Also, can I just say I might want to be a wedding planner now after my cousin’s wedding? May be my dream job . . . but I also want to be a vet. Wedding planner plus vet? LOL

PRIANKA

YES to vet + wedding planner + a belated YAY for poetry awards rescheduling!!!

CECILY

this convo is making me LOL

VICTORIA

SAME hahahaha




Friendssssssss

[image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

VICTORIA

One more thing

Check out how my mom told me about the trip

She’s really improving, no? [image: image] [image: image]

    
    
        Victoria,

        Happy summer! Congrats on finishing another excellent school year. I’d like to treat you to two nights at Millcreek Mountain House. A time for us to unwind from the stress of the academic calendar and really bond as mother and daughter.

        We are leaving tomorrow! Get packing.

        I love you,

        Mom

    

    CECILY

    That is sooooo sweet [image: image]

    GABRIELLE

    Go, Mama Melford [image: image] [image: image]

    PRIANKA

    WOO HOO [image: image] [image: image]

    CECILY

    Have fun, Vic

    



Original Crew

[image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

VICTORIA

Hi, friends [image: image] [image: image]

KIMMIE

Hiiiii [image: image] [image: image]

KIMMIE

Happy summer [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

NICOLE

Hellooooo [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

VICTORIA

How’s everyone

KIMMIE

Fab [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

NICOLE

Same [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

VICTORIA

Haha k

Good talk [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

NICOLE

Lol [image: image] [image: image]

KIMMIE

[image: image] [image: image] [image: image]




Gabrielle, Ivy

[image: image] [image: image]

IVY

I can’t believe you’re not coming to Outdoor Explorers [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

GABRIELLE

I know [image: image] [image: image]

But kind of psyched to be home in a way

IVY

Also can’t believe you’re moving to TEXAS OMG [image: image] [image: image]

GABRIELLE

I know

Everything is craziness [image: image] [image: image]

But I’ll have my own pool [image: image] [image: image]

I haven’t told my friends here yet tho [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

IVY

Oooh

Why

GABRIELLE

I just can’t [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

So hard for me

But it’s a big deal for my mom

Opening this chain of yoga studios in Texas . . . [image: image] [image: image]

IVY

True

You have such a cool mom

GABRIELLE

LOL [image: image] [image: image]

Not really but ok

I mean she’s fine

IVY

She seems cool to me

GABRIELLE

Hahah she is

IVY

I gotta go finish packing

GABRIELLE

K

Good luck [image: image] [image: image]




Friendssssssss
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VICTORIA

Hiiiii, friends [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

I am so sad I am missing first few days of summer break

Mama Melford is really trying this mama & daughter bonding thing and you guys were totes right - Millcreek Mountain House is [image: image] [image: image]

Anyway don’t start having fun until I get home k? [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

Helllooooo

Starting list of all the things we are going to do this summer

Here’s what I have so far

VICTORIA

    1. Swim every day after various camps, etc.

2. BBQ together at least once a week

3. S’mores AS MUCH AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE

4. Make scrapbooks for each other

5. Create a human pyramid and really master it

6. Prianka, lead us in a poetry exercise where we write poems about how much we all love one another


Write me back later pleaaaaaasseeeeee




Friendssssssss

[image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

CECILY

Hiiiiiii

Sorry I missed those texts

CECILY

First of all, V - that list was mega intense

Making a list in summer is hardcore

I like the ideas tho

GABRIELLE

They were all [image: image] ideas though

CECILY

Agree

Soooo . . .

If V was home I’d call for an emergency meeting but since she’s not and I’m impatient . . .

You are never gonna believe this!!!

PRIANKA

Spill it, CECE [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

GABRIELLE

4 real [image: image]

CECILY

My mom is having another [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

GABRIELLE

OMG WHAT

You even added emojis [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

[image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

CECILY

I KNOW

Apparently she always wanted a 3rd kid

PRIANKA
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CECILY

Yesssssssssssssssss

GABRIELLE

When will [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] be here

CECILY

Not until December

She waited so long to tell us to be sure everything was ok

PRIANKA

And it is [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

VICTORIA

[image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

Just got back from a hike

Cece, that is sooooo exciting [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

How are you feeling about it

CECILY

Great!

CECILY

But Ingrid is really annoyed

GABRIELLE

She is???

CECILY

Ya, she wants to have fun with her friends and not babysit

Hopefully she will come around

PRIANKA

I bet she will

BABIES ARE SO CUTE

GABRIELLE

LOL [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

Oh, Pri, with the breaking news

PRIANKA

Hahahahaha

PRIANKA

Stop now, please

[image: image] [image: image]

GABRIELLE

Haha ok [image: image] [image: image]

CECE

I am sooooo excited for you [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image][image: image]

Cannot calm down [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

VICTORIA

OMG GIRL OR BOY [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

CECILY

We don’t know yet

She’s not gonna find out

Wants to be surprised

I am hoping for girl, though

VICTORIA

Obvs

Anyway

WOO TO ALL

Can’t wait to get back and start summer for real [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]

CECILY

Same

Miss you, Vic!

GABRIELLE

Xoxoxo

PRIANKA

[image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image] [image: image]






From: Yorkville Independent School District

To: All Summer Poetry Intensive Campers & Staff

Subject: A warm welcome from the Poetry Intensive

Dear Campers & Staff:

We are soooo excited that the first ever Yorkville Summer Poetry Intensive is starting in three days! WOW! Many thanks again to Prianka Basak and Sage Zelnick for coming up with the idea and making it happen.

We can’t wait to see you! Get your pens ready!

Best wishes,

Ms. Marburn & the Yorkville Summer Poetry Intensive team




Ingrid, Cecily

[image: image] [image: image]

INGRID

Hi

CECILY

Hi!

INGRID

I know you’re happy but honestly I am so mad

CECILY

I know you are

INGRID

I just want to have fun in my last years of high school but no

I’ll be stuck with so much extra stuff taking care of a baby

CECILY

I bet Mom won’t need that much help

INGRID

Yes she will

Babies are hard

CECILY

It’s gonna be ok, Ing

INGRID

Whatever

You don’t get it

CECILY

I do

And I am here for you

INGRID

Fine

You’ll see

Thanks




Prianka, Sage

[image: image] [image: image]

PRIANKA

Should we be doing more finishing touches for poetry?

I haven’t done anything recently

Have you

SAGE

Pri!

School just ended 2 days ago

Chill

PRIANKA

Hahahaha kk

SAGE

But no

I think we just show up

PRIANKA

Kk

I mean it was our idea and we had them start it and we are sort of running it so . . .

Just want to make sure we’re on top of stuff

SAGE

We are ready!

And we’re not like fully in charge, you know?

PRIANKA

Lol I know

SAGE

So sorry but I gtg

PRIANKA

Mwah




[image: image]

    Dear Journal,

Hi! I can’t believe school is finally over. I feel like I should be overwhelmed with happiness and I kind of am. But also kind of not. Did I tell you my mom is having a baby? I guess not yet. Well, she is! And I’m sooooo excited about it. I’ve always wanted to be a big sister. But Ingrid is so annoyed. I guess because she already is a big sister. I don’t know. She doesn’t want to have to do anything, she just wants to have fun. So I’m sort of stuck in the middle with this.

Also I am starting to really worry that it will be a huge change. Maybe in ways I don’t even fully understand.

Anyway, I just want to focus on summer for now. So that’s what I’m gonna do. I’ll write more later. Going to go outside and rest on the hammock and look up at the sky.

XOXOXOX Cecily

[image: image]
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